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“John Bull” Exhibited in Dallas

Thanks to o tup from
Sergeant Ronald W
McCracken. we are able to
report that the Lamous “John
Bull”" locomoave of carly
South Amboy ramlroad
history ix presentiy on exhibit
mnDallas, Texas

Sergeant MeCracken is a
former South Amboyvan anu a

South Amboy (itizen
subscriber who s an officer
of the Dallas  Pohee

Department 1n the Explosive
Ordinance U'mit of that city's
Special Operations 1ivision

Ronald thought that loca)
history buffs and iy
residents might beinterested
In hearing the latest news
regarding thss engine which
was one of Amenica’s fines
creations

The John Bull. Ronald
informs us, will be on exhabat
al the LTV Center Pavillion
4l 2001 Ross Avenue in Dradlas
unti]l October 318t far any
local citizens traveling 1
thatdirection

The famous engine and its
original tender rarely leaves
its present home at the
Museum of American
History at the Simsthsonan
Institute 1n Washington
DU is home since 1865,
where it was donated exactly
one hundred vears age to
date

The Jonn Bull, America’s
first ratlrcad locomotive,
the Camden and
Amboy ' Hailroaf on
continuous acthive duty for o

reriod af thirty-four years,
rom 1831 to just alter the

conclusion of the Civil War
between the North and the
South in 1885

The engine and railroad
company are intimately
related to South Ambay as
they were the creations of

L
the
after whon,

South
distrnguished Tamids

Meuhoos

Stevensbamiiy
Stevens Avenude aml the
Stevens Iastitute af
Technolagy at Castle Pointin
Hoboken are namud

World’s Oldest
Working Vehicle

Despite its age of aver a
centurs anda balf the engine
is maitntatned 10 excellem
condition at the Smithsunan
where milhons of visitors to
the captal city vave see 1
ondisplay

As recently as September
15, 1981 1t made & run under
its  own  power  and.
consequently, 15 consudered
the world's oldest self-

propelled ateam-operated
vehicle inexistence
The John Bull was

manufactured in England.
Newcastle Upan Tyne. com
missioned by the Stevens
family ahd the Camden and
Amboy Railroad. and built

South Amboy Memorial Hospital
Offers Free Eve Health Screenings

South Amboy Memorial
Hospital will offer a free eye
health screening to the public
on Tuesday. ()ctober 15. from
12:30t0 1- 3% p m . on the first

floor of the hospital The
screening s part of a
statewide “Eve Health

Screeming Program’™ which
will he presented for the 28th
consecutive year under the
sponsorship of the Medical
Society of New Jersey. acting
through its Special
Commitlee on Conservation
of Vision

As in previous vears, the
screening 15 open to all
persons over 35 who are not
under the care of an
ophthalmologst. & licensed
medical doctor who
specializes in eve care All
screenings will be performed
by an ophthalmologist and. in
addiiion to testing one's
viston and the measuremen.
of intraccular pressure. an.
examination of the external
and interral eve will be

erformed Examinations
Por eyeglasses and fittings for
contact lens will NOT be
included.

According
Ongsiako,

I—T’elerson'
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ophthalmologist in charge of
the screening at South
Amboy Memorial Hospital,
the purpase of the screening
15 to detect any evidence of
eye disease or any general
disease reflected in the eves
which should have treatment
or follow-up by a physician
He cautioned, howeser that
the vision screening 15 not a
substitut for a regular
complete eye examination hy
anophthalmologist

last vear the Eve Health
Program screened 8135
persons and 452 glaucoma
suspects were detected and
followed up by the New
Jersey Commassion for the
Bhnd and Visually Impaired
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Car Rolls
into Home

A driver of a car passing
through Feltus Street told
police that he had feit
something hit him inthe back
as he vas driving hy
Saturdayati 13P M

Theodore A. Lynch, 54, of
Washington Road, Parlin,
then parked the car to
investigate but inadvertently
failed to place the shift 1n
“park’ as he exited the car.
causing it to roll into the side
of a home at the corner of
Feltus Street and Dawvid
Street. damaging the cellar
wall and a fue) tank
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blueprints

the Stephenson
and Campans hrm by John
Srevens and Fobert
Livingston Stevens

Fngland, then, had the
reputation for producing the
best iron and other metals
throughout the industrial
world The John Buli arrived
m New Jersey in 1831 and was
ressedintoservice that vear
n the raslroad which was the
first railroad undertaken in
the United States

Although ot wits the Lirst
ratiroad to begin
ronstruction. 1 was
superceded by the Baltimore
and Ohio as the first fully
operational rarlroad

This setback occurred as a
result of frustrations

encountered by the Stevens
family in obtaining rights-of-
wiy from communities
thisugh which 11 was
eventually to pass on tracks
and from state legislators in
Trenton who were beseiged
bylobbvists for the then
thriving river and canal boal
operators and stage coach
owners who saw their
husinesses threatened by the
raiiroad.

The Stevens Family
South Amboy Estate

The Stevens' family had
soltd roots in South Amboy,
conducting a plantation-type
residence on a large tract of
land along Stevens Avenue,
formerly called
“Stevensdale.”” and now
occupted partly by Amboy
Gardens. the Knights of
Columbus building. Uhrist
F.piscopal Church. and
Komar's factory

1ts boundariex extended
from Main Street, along
Stevens Avenue, and beyond
the Hole-in the-Wall and
probably farther in all
directions.

John Stevens. who was
horn in New York City in 1749
and educated as a lawyer s
believed to have established
the famly residency in South
Amboy '

The estate in Stevensdale
had a large ornately-bult
mansion. one of the finest in
the Northeast. and beautitul
gardens and pond with .
centrally located pavillion
and attractive walkover foot
bridges surmounting the
pond

One ot the wings of the
mansion later was moved to
the Main Street-Potter Street
corner in 1918 to serve as the
city's {irst hospital during the
Spanish fiuepidemic

This wing later became the
Pennsylvama Railroad
YMCA used to house
transient raifroad emplovees
avermght. 1t disappeared 1n
the mid 1930's when'it wis
torndown .

The servanis’ quarlters, a
bunlding of sphd masonry

_«Continuecdon Page 8+

Pelish American
Citizens Club to Homor
Walter Ruszezyk and
Mayor (ross

The iocal Polish American
Citizens Club has selected
Mavor .} Thomas Cross and
Waller Ruszezyk as
“Citizens of the Year' and
will honor them at their
annual banquet at the Step
Inn n Sayrevilie Saturday.
GOctober b

The South Amhor City
tounacil passed resolutions
iost week cunpgratulating
rhem

Husband of Barbara
P'opowski-Cross, daughter ot
e fate Anthony Popowski.
tormer mayor of Sayreville,
Mavor Cross is the late son of
Mrs Ahce Cross and the late
Martin Cross

Fducated at Sacred Heart
School, St Mary’'s High
Schoal.  and  Middiesex
County Vocational Schoal, he
was elected Councilman of
the Fust Ward in 1975 and
succeeded William ()'1.eary
as Mavorin 1979

He became a Middiesex
County  freeholder by
appointment January 20 1983
1o fitl the unexpired term of
the late John Phillips of Old
Bridge and was elected to g
tull three-vear term on the
Board of Chosen Freeholders
in November. 1983

A resident of George
Street, he formerly lived on

Elm Strem.
Walter Ruyswrrvk 2

member of the Polish
A erican Citizens Club for
mary years, served the club
many capacities

A native of Perth Amboy.
he is married to the former
Doris  Wilczek and s
presently a retired pipefitter

He was educated at St
Stephen’s Parochial School.
Perth Amboy. and Perth
Amboy High School

He 18 aiso an aclive
member of the Sacred Heart
Sentor Citizens ('lub

‘More Street Brag Arrests Made by City Police

Pohce Captain Robert
Kelly disclosed that two
suspects were taken into
custody and arrested by city
police  on drug rejated
charges Saturday. ‘ctober
Sth.atabout7 30P M

Charged with possession of

s dangerous controlied
substance, identified as
hencyclidine. or PCP.

nown on the street as “'killer
weed,”” were Jelfrey R
Bioodgood, age 27. Fairview
Avenue. and Kevin Ducsak,
u?e 26, Madison Street. both
of Morgan

Captain Kelly revealed
that as Patralman Hobert
Krzywdzinsk: was engaged
'n patrol car duty in the
vicinity of Broadway and
Augusta Streel. he observed
the suspects to be staggering
near the intersection

Upon heing questioned.
they appeared to - be
incoherent Taken to pohice
headguarters and assisted by
Detective Ravmond Dursk:.
the suspects were ' .nd to be
in the possession  the drug
substance

The arrest of the two wiys
the latest in a series of such
drug-related arrests made by
city police on ity streets n
recen! weeks

On Monday. September
Joth. at approximately 10-139
PM  Captain Kelly rej)nrtvd
the arrest  of PrVvIN
Fdelmann, Jr | age 31, of
Kobert Circle Sayreville

Edelmann was charged

with the possession of and
with the iatent tno distribute

the PUP drug commonly
known as 'angel dust. "’

Detectives Dursk: and
BRernard Mackiel arrested
Edelmann and lwa
companions n the middie of
the ‘300 block " of John Street
where they were seated in a
vehicle next to another
vehicle thal was occupied

The suspicions of the
detectives were aroused
when. at about 10-15 P M,
they encountered the
suspects in the vicinity of the
landfill

Blessingofthe Animals

$th, the
Feast ot siunt Francs of
Assint Savred Heart Sehood
held ts first Franeiscan
Blessing of the Animals ™

Friday Octobeg

Boy Scout
Troop 95
“Monthly Paper Drive
October 12, 1985
8:00 a.m. il 2:00 p.m.

Sacred Hear! parking lot

P s
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Hetween 680 and 70 pet ownLrs
voung and old camne with a
menageric of cats, dogs,

rahbits, hirds, fish and
snakes.

Sacred Heart School
Principal, Sister Mary
Vianney. welcomed the
participants. Rev lLeon

Aniszczek officiated at the
ceremory of songs. prayers
and responses followed
the prayer of blessing W
ask You (God) (o look dawn
und see once again tha!
goodress in these animal
which You have given as
Your kindness

At the landfill area they
had warned the vehicle
uccupants about the curfew
regulatior s in effect there
and allowsd them to proceed
outnf the area

At'er the vehicle departed,
the detectives found
cellophane packa%:
wrappings lying about in t
proximity of the area where
the vehicle had been and set
out agdin to relocate the
vehicle and came upon 1t on
John Street

With he assistance of
Patrolniep Wiltiam
Cheeseman and Thomas
Rrinamen. the detect.ves
approached the vehicie.on
foot and saw Edelmann
'r_vm?topassoffordis e of
one of the packets held in his
hand

Petective Dursk: reached
through the vehicle window
andintercepted the package.

l.uter. during a search of
Kdelmann police found 27
packets of the drug strapped
around Edelmann and
confiscated them as
¢.dence

I.delmann was turned over
'y the Middiesex County
Adult Correction Center after
he [utled (0 post-$10,000 bail
mune:

Arrested at the scene was
Greg iry Gasiewskl, age 27,
of JBarkalow Streei. for
interterence with police
when Edelmann was being
charged and taken into
('uadwmdy'rd.l Sha of

a A

vehicle occupants, Wwas
turned over to police of
Matawan Borough when 1
was found out that a warrant
had been issued for his arrest
by that borough for contempt
of coyrt.

).J. Harrigan Co.. Inc.
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Above hith grader Michael Cavalle
cradies ‘Sparky

Pamela Burdak seventh grader
poses with her goluen :siriever
“Misty ”
.o







