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Public Library Entrance Hand Rails Under Repair
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City empioyere At Kowalesn Toreground speraling g elylere "o h 1ank gauges and supervising repar of Sadie Pope
Dowdell Public Library #ntrance hand ral repains slong with Gty employee co workers Harold Sharkelion and Al

Shrynka

At o recent meeting of the
Hoard ot Trustees ot the
Sadie Pope Dowdell Pubhe
Library at the corner of
Slevens Avenue and Second
Street library director Mrs
Joyce Brookman requested
that the board pursue the
matter of repairing the
- railings and the steps. which
were damaged by vandals. so
that this dangerous condition
could be corrected as soon as

possible

Mrs Pat Moran. president
of the board. stated n
response that she would
cofitart  Mr Nicholas
sSmolpey ot Lusipess
administrator. to try to
expedite the repair work

] wWas disclosed,
afterwards, by Mrs

Brookman that the damage
1o the steps and the ralings
was committed over u peruxd
of weeks during the summer
by youths and some adults
who .congregate at the
entrance way in the evenings
and who. time after time.
were in the habt of leaning
hard on the rails and rocking
them back and forth until
they became dislodged,
separating them from the
concrete and brick anchoring
towhichthey were holted

Evening hibrary
employees, -accurding o
Mrs. Brookman. have
reported periodically that
they have repeatedly asked
the congregators to vacate
the entrance way <o that the
steps on which they sit could
be made accessible o
patrons of the library but one
frequentiy defied

Some of the rungs of the
railing had been twisted off
and. according to library
employees, a small child
arriving at the library with
his mother had fallen through
to the sidewalk through the
opening made by the minning
rungs. .

Steel Plates
at Base of Railing
Cily employees arrived at
the library last Tuesday,.at
the direction of Mr. Smolney.
to repair the damage. They
achieved this by bolling
quarter-inch plates to the

concrete surface of the

entranceway and
reaitaching the railings to
theplates

Trustees of the library aiso
discussed other pending

work to be scheduled for the

bbrary  Mrs  Catherine
Charmedlo i trustes
hrought to the attention of the
board that by state law any
renovation of new entrance
vrected at a public building
must be made “barrier-free’”
to give conventent access to
the bundings to handicapped
persons

Under discussion at the
meeting of the trustees was
the eventual installation of 4

ramp for use by the
nandicapped at one of the
itbrarv  entrances  An

entrance to the hbrary, not
used by the public, s <ituated
S e rear of che Btrars
bullding

Mrs Brookman requested
that the trustees establish a
procedure to be followed
should the board decide on
vonstructinga ramp

Mrs  Evelyn Gleason.
another hbrary trustee,
suggested that a canopy be
erected over the library
entrance  However, this
consideration. for possible
installation of a «canopy
during the construction of a
ramp, was not deemed
possible according to a ruling
previously established by the
state historical society,
under whose protection the
building falls, since it was
designated a historical site
by the state, Mrs Brookman
disclosed All renovations,
therefore. have to be cleared
firstbythe state.

The building was erected in
1865 and used by the
Methodist Church prior to its
purchase for library quarters
by the city in 1985

Also under discussion was
the replacement of the
ceiling lighting fixtures, or
repair of the present fixtures,
which. according to the
trustees, are difficult to
locate for purchase

Mrs Moran stated that the
board should undertake the
repair of several of the large
stained-glass windows which
also have been damaged hy
vandals The stuined-glass
windows are considered of
great uesthetic value One of
them has been damaged by
sholgun pellets and s

" patched-up The windows are

not protected by plexi-glass
exteriors

Pat Quinian of Nu Stevens
Ave . il was disclosed, who
had performed repair work
on the stained-glass windows
on previous occasions, would
be contacted

Photo by Adam Kierst

Municipal
Court Hearings

Two motorists had their
driving privileges suspended
for six months and were fined
$256 and $15 costs n
Municipal Court proceedings
presided over hy City
Magistrate Joseph Hoffman
this week

Receiving the suspensmns'
and finexs were [Dolores
Storer . age 28, of 354 Amboy
Road. Morganville. on a
SUINIMOnS Issued by
Patrolinan Wiiliam
Cheeseman, and Leo A
Tompko, age 36, of 218
Hillerest Avenue. Laurence

Harbor.  ‘charged by
Patrolman Kenneth
Szatkowsks

~Continued on page 2.

Seven Local Youths‘
Charged In Street Brawl

Seven local males ol
residents of the ity who
were involhved inoa street
hrawlon Washington Avenue
Saturday, September 22nd.
at apfcoximately 5 30 pm .
were given various
summonses by police
ranging from aggravated
assgult to interfering with a
police officer 1n the hne of
duty

The altercation took place
mn tront of the Repal Bopgl
Tavern at a6 Washington
Avenue

Patrolman James
Wallace. who was on duty at
the corner of Washington
Avenue and Walnut Street,
assisting churchgoers at
Sacred Heart Church at the
traffic hght crossing, took
notice of several of the men
arguing and highting in the
street 1n front of the tavern
and left his post at the traffic
light to try to disperse the
men about a half-a-block
below the traffic light
Crossing.

Police Sgt. John McCabe.
who was off-duty at the time
and on s way to church
services at Sacred Heart,
observed Ptl Wallace in a
struggle with the vouths and
went tohis aid.

The brawl was enlarging as
more patrons of the tavern
hegan to enter into the fray
At about this lime, Rev.
Joseph S Banach, pastor of
Sacred Heart Church was
croasing the street after
leaving the church rectory
and walking toward the
church when he also noticed
the struggle and joined Sgt
McCabe and Pt] Wallace al
thescene

PriestCalls For Aid

Father Banach, seeing the
brawl getting out of hand and
the possibility of others
joining the fray from the
tavern where, allegedly. a
hachelor party was n
progress. used a police car
radio o call for additional
assistance

Hesponding to this call for
aid. a number of other local
police arrived and, shortly
thereafter, several police
cars  from  Sayreville
Togtether. they were able to
quell the disturbance and
make arrests

[ruring the struggle, Skt

McCabe was jumped by
several of the vouths and
kicked and punched

Involved in the fracas
were

Darryl Prazzolla, age 25, of
Bayshore Dr . Mark
Gonzalez, age 21, of Lovelv
Dr . Michael Carney. age 19,
of Bayshore ir.. and Robert
Maker. age 23. of Pupek itd .
all charged with assault and

released on 85,000 bail
\sn haiged wih
aggravated assault were

Alex McNeil, age 23, of Pupek
Rd . and Michael Attard:,
age 23, also of Pupek Rd .
released on $15,000 bail

Raymond Stockton, age 26.
of George St | was charged
with interfering with police
and reieased in hix own
recognizance

During the charging of the
youths, one of them, Darryl
Piazzolla, who was
handcufted, managed to
elude the police by running
south on Feltus St ard up
David St He was re
apprehended on the propert
of one’ of the Dawvid St
resdidents.

Al the scene of the action,
Riving assistance, in addition
to the officers mentioned,
were Ptls Steve Pavich,

George Kern, Kenneth
Szatkowsk: and Thomas
Brinamen
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Our Men In Blue

by Bull Sulhivan

Te betier acquaini the r-sidents of Youih tmbey with the
members of our Police Bepariment, The Citlsen is running &
series of briel. bisgraphica! skeiehes of cach member of the
force. In addition te present members of the depariment, we
will alse run shetehes of recently retired pulicemen. The
erder in which the shetehes will appear willi be sirietly
random. and net accerding toany rank er 1enierity.

Patroiman George Kern s
one uf the newest inembers of
the South Ambay Police
force, but he s quite
experienced in service to the
South Amboy commumit.
Whtle also president ot the
South Amboy First Aid an
Safety Squad. Ptl Kern feels
that being a pohice officer .
well as a squad member «an
attimes he beneficial

“There are oniy
advantages to  having
membership in both the
police department and the
first uid squad -In most first
aid calis, the police officer is
the first to arrive on the
scene. so the advanced
trayming | have received
through the squad could be
the difference between life or
death "

Having only been a
member of the police force
since last May, Ptl Kerr has
found very little difficulty
adjusting to the duties and
situations found in police
work

“There is still a great deal
te learn about ntice work.
but niy job as been made
easier by the other men in the
department They showed
me how to handie certain
calls and were instrumental
in the hasis of police traimng
after 1 attended  the
academy

Ptl Kernservedinthel' 8
Navy from 19701975, serving
as a radar techmacian on the
U S8 Leahy. stationed in
Norfolk, VA He iater hbegan

training atl the Middlesex

County Police Academy,

where he . received
“extensive lraining in the
physical training and

discipline needed 1n police
work

Astde from his role as
president of the first aid

squad, Ptl. Kernis s member -

of the Mobile Inshore.
Undersea Warfare L nit 504 of
the U'S Navy Reserves, a
member of the St Stephens

Lodge #83 Free and Accepted
Masons. an assistamt girl
scoutl leader. and was a
former member of the South
Amboy police reserves for 5
vears

Ptl Kern is married tothe
former Janet Lee Shahula.
and the couple is expecting
their firstchildin November.
Among his hobbies, Ptl. Kern
plays the trumoet. is an avid
fistiermonan o) aso eatovs

woodworking
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ote Blackhawks cantured the N ) Americon Lagion 9.
ing score of 85 12 points uver 1he second place
6. 1904 with the Sayrevitle Fire Departmeni and Oclober 7. 1004 in

Corps is accopting momborship applicotions for young sduits 14 and over Call 121 1518
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