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Weiss: Citizen Story Helped M ¢

Bethadone Clinic Restrainer Bill

*“That November 24th story
in the South Ambaoy Citizen
was & big help in moving my
bill 8.36%0, out of committee
fera floor vote ™

That was the comment
effered by Senator Laurence
8. Welas, who sponsored the
lagislation that  would
prabibit the issuance of a

 osrtificate of nesd for a

mothadene clinic in

munisipelities with
of less than
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nll cleared.” Weiss
reported.

A presentation by an
attorney, presumed to be in
the employ of Alan Bass,
attempted to depict
methadone clinic patients as
“high class'’ was effectively
discounted by Weiss'
representative who used the
Citisen story to offset that
claim.

A qQuesticv» ‘mposed with
respect 4« 2 poasible
impairment ot i/ € civil rights
of clink. patients was
disposed o with an
admission that civil rights
did enter into the situation.

“Of course, we are
imparing civil rights. Our bil}
is interfering with the civil
rights of the operator of the
clime who stands to make a
fortuneout of the clinicifhe is

aliowed to go ahead with his being

plans’’ was the response.

That was apparestly too
much for the committee
whose chairman interrupted
the proceedings with a call
for a vote which resuited in
the release of the bill.

Senator Welss said that he
would move to have the bill
cleared for a floor vote at the
next session of the Senate.

*1 am greatly disturbed by
indications that the State of
New Jersey is thinking in
terms of turning the business
of methadone clinics over to
privateoperators.

“That is a story thal is
worth looking into. | have no
objection to the use of clinics
to help people who are hooked
with heroin addiction.

“But 1 do think that there
should be a close correlation
between the incidence of
addiction within a
community and the. location
of methadone clinics in that
That is the
purpese of my messure and |
Mhﬂ'zu allthe way.”
Weiss conciuded.

Secesd Train Accidest
A Aagasta Street

Thirty-nine year old
Patrick Westerkamp  of
Stokes Street, Freehold. was
admitted to the South Amboy
Memorial Hospital after he
apparently stepped in front of
an oncoming train at the
South Amboy station at
approximately 8:12 p.m.
Monday evening. His
condition is listed as
guarded.

Westerkamp told police he
stepped off a New York train
and was walk. \g parallel to
that train. He attempted to
turn right to head toward his
vehicle parked past the
eastbound side of the tracks
when he was struck,
according to police reports
That trainwas headed east.

incer F.  Strunk.
Neshanic Station. stated he
saw someone step f{rom
behind another train before
struck.

A similar incident just two
weeks ago at the same
Augusta Street station
claimed the life of a 50-year-
old Eatentown man who was
attempting (0 cress the
(racks after disembarking.

'_ahofroma New York train.

P.B.A. Membership Approves Loag-Awaited Contract

Local Policeman's
Benevolent Association
P'resident Carl Nemeth
crnerged after & (wo-hour
meeling  with mediator
Carolvn Gibson from the

Public Employee Relations
Commission, and  city
officials Monday evening to
declare he had what he
believed to be a contract to
satisly the majority of PBA
members.

The membership did vute

Landfill Rejected By
(orps For Dumping

South  Amboy's landfill
ar<a s no Jlonger being
conswdered by the U 8 Army
Corps of Engineers as a
potential dumping ground for
dredge materials coming
from New York metropolitan
harbors These areas have
been dredged by the corpe
since 1888, and the landfill
itsell exists only because of
dredge spoils deposited here
sppreximately 28 year ago.

The corps had been
dumping the dredge material
in the ocean :n the past, but it
now under a federal mandate
of the Ocean Dumping Act of
1972 to use the oceans as a last
resort, after all other options
have been exan:ined

The South Amboy landfill
was one of five area sites
studied in the last two
months, culminating in a
public  hearing  which
ultimately declared the city
landfill  unsuitable for
receiving the material since
plans for its development
were being considered.

Representatives [rom both
Sayreville and South Amboy
attended that public hearing
held at tiie Sayreville
Borough Hall and voiced
their objections to the corps
dumping further dredge
spoils onto the landfill. The
two communities share a
common border at one point
of the fill.

Plans for the landiill

presented to the city council
by a iland management
coneulting firm hired under a
graml, include townhouses,
recreation area, a marina,
andseveralsmallshops.
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NOTICE

Seuth Ambey City Hall, Public Werks Office
and Senler Citizens Center will close on Thursday,
December 22, 1983 at 2:00 p.m. in shservation of
Christmas. The offices will reopen for business on
Tuesday, December 27, 1983.

These offices will close at the end of the
business day on Friday, December 30, 1983 in
observance of New Years. The offices wili reepen
on Twesday. January 1, 1984. The First Meeting of
the South Ambey City Council will be hold on
Monday, January 2, 196336 2:00 5. m. This meeting
will consist of agenda and business sessions
including appointment of sfficials. .

Natalie Brennan
CiyClork
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on the contract Tuesday and,
while not unanimous, did
a it. The voles were
cast by asecret bailot.

Everything fell into place,
Nemeth said, when PBA
representatives Ptl. Robert
Point, Acting Sgt. Roy
Dragotta and Detective Ray
Durski came faceto face with
Mayor J. Thomas Cross, City
Attorney Clark Convery and
City Business Administrator
Nicholas Smoiney.

The problem, according to
Nemeth. was one of
misunderstanding. Once we
told Mayor Cross we were
willing to discuas the 4:40
shirt we found there was
agreement on both sides,
stated Nemeth.

The shift would require
some officers to work a ten-
hour day for four days, for the
purposes of having available
more patroimen at certain
peak times.

1t was over a section of the
contract that read “‘the city,
at its sole discretion, may
upon notice to the PBA,
implemanmt changes in the
basic rotating shift scheduile
worked by the police
department It 1s mutually
agreed that no basic shift
change shall be implemented
without notice o the PBA
Nothing contained herein
shali be deemed to restrict
the existing rights of the city
from instituting specific
individual shifts as
required,’ and it was this the
PBA was hesitant about

“U the law says the
administration has the right
to make shift changes, fine,
but 1 don't want the law
qQuoted in my contract,” the
PBA president continued,
saying, '‘The law also says
you have to be a certain age
before you can apply for a
position as a policeman, but
that's not included in my
contract  either.” The
offensive contract wording
was changed (o read ‘“‘the
city, upon three months
notice to the PBA may
institute specific shifts as

“The misunderstanding

was unfortunate on both our
parts. We could have had this
settled long ago. We would be
insane tosay no tothe beefing
up of manpower during
primehours, ' said Nemeth.
- “ltwas finally a meeting of
the minds,”' said Mayor
Thomas Cross of the
proceedings. He indicated
the administration was
always open to talks with the
police, but the PBA closed the
avenus of communication by
goingtoa mediator.

The New Jersey Btate PBA
is. however, appealing the
Atlantic Highlands decision
giving the governing body the
right to schedule such shift
changes The courts ruled
November 28 ‘that shift
change schedules were non-

mrthblu items, they were
infactpartolthe law.

Nemeth indicated the PBA
members will be receivingan
& percent increase as of

January 1963 and another ¢
percent in January 19,
bringing the total increase to
16 percent in one year. The
members of the pelice
department have bewn
working without a contract
sinceJanuary 1, 1983.

One case is still pending
with the arbitrator on the
switching of ineurance
carriers. Some officers are
complaining about the
rambursement  schedule,
saying they are getting less
by having to pay up front.

Mayor Cross commented
that problems have come up
with the insurance carrier,
but that ‘‘we had problems
with Blue Cross/Blue Shield
at times, too Every system
doesn't work one hundred
percent every time, but when
there is a problem and the
administration finds out, we
can most of the time corvect
it."" The policy. said Cross is
basically the same as before,
subscribers have the same
rights, and the insurance

w is the same M
Lecal Volustoers

Assist Perth Ambey

City firemen and first
aiders responded to a call for
mutual aid from Perth
Amboy over the weskend as
Frank's  Bakery, Smith
Street, was totally lost to a
fire.

Fire Chief William Hawes,
First Assistant Chief Butch
Mulvey, and Second
Assistant Chief Tom Gorman
accompanied ten (iremen
and the Snorkel to the scene
of the biaze, reported to have
begun at 12:50 a.m. Sunday
morning. James Ryan and
other members of the South
Amboy First Aid Squad were
aleo dispatched to the scene.
The Middlesex County Areon
Task Force was called to the
scens as well.

One Perth Amboy fire
fighter was critically injured
as he suffered burns ever the
lower hulf of his bedy aller

falling through the babery
rool

The fire was kept confined
to the bakery at 168 Buith
Street, hut police reperted
two establishenents,
Madewell Furnitwre
Company. 100 Smith Btrest,
and 's  Appliance
Conter, 104 Smith Strest,
suffered smoke and water
damage. .

This was the second fire at
the bakery in as many
monthe, police said. It b -
believed the fire siarted in
the basoment of the
structure, but efficials wesid
not confirm s origination -
and Hs couse s umdwr
investigation.
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