VOL. 100, No. b

South Ambaoy

Thursday, March 18, 1982

Advertising less than 75%

15 cents

Zero Tax Rate Budget Introduced;
Capital Improvements Offered

The Cily '~ 1982 Budet wa .
introducdi last week o
speciil meehing ol the
Mayur, Council, ana other
City offacials

good news was that
despite the budget s heing 25
percent buygper than last
year's s4.o8 milhon, this
year's $5 04 milhon budiget
will hbring the munmicipal tax
rale from 4 cents per $3100
assessed property value to
)

Calimg the budget “very
ught’ Mavoer 1 Thomas
Cross was abvioushy pleasea
to announce hnlet captial
©umprovements  planivd lor
the year These incluae the
purchase of new  hre

lrratux for Progressive
fire campiny aned

reconditioming Protection
fipe company apparatus. the
reconstruction of a pertion of
Ravitan Street . and park
improvements funded b
Community  Development
Revenue Sharing Funds for
. Veteans Fiedd. the Hosewell
Ktreet Plavground
playground equipment and
senior  citizen medical

equosnwm
Additionally . luture

projects. which are in the

planning  stages were
" for 1988
and 19 mpletion of

thane projects depends on
muny factors, including
avaslamiity of funding Irom
state and federal sources
Projects 1n past capial
improvement bhuagets,
projected o be completed in
1992 are the Henrv Street
recoanstruction. the mulh
vear streel resuriacing
pragiram. and the lire alarm

The todal view s not o
soptismistic. however,
hecaune ol increases in the
ooty and school taxes
P South Amboy Board of
Bducation’'s  bhudget,

one week earher.
- will raise the school portion
‘of the properts tax 12 cents,

Yo Save A Life
Cetild vou” PR will show
you how to do just that
CPR (cardio-pulmonary
-raawscitation) is an
American Heart Association
eowrse. It will be offered at
‘e South Amboy First Aid
building starting  on
_ y. Mary 24, 1982 at
7 p.m.. and will continue for
feur semnions on Wednensdays
. ool Fridays.

ARy interested person is
weleome. - All are
. ontetraged to take a few
holers time (o learn this skill.
it could save the life of
sameone you love. Isn’t that
worth the effort”

bringing the total tax 1o 82 31
per $HM ol assessed vilue,
ang with Kean's cots th awxd
appropriations  rould
inerease the tax to 17 cents,
or $2 38 pr $100 o) nsessed
valuation

City Business
Admanistrator Nicholas
Smiolney explained the gross
receiply received last vear
amounted to £3 6 million, as
compired to 82 5 million in
1980 This increase covered
the budget increase and still
allomed for the decrease i
the mumecipal tax rate
Smolnes later warnen. that
due o an anhierpatey fall an
the  energy amjustment
charges and rebates  the
City could not expect am
sizeablemerease such as we
experienced this sear i the
Rroms recepts ‘

Governor Thomas Kean ~
propemal 1o take o portion o
the gross receipls from
South Amboy wauld
certainly  present problems
and cause the revision of the
budget.  but  Smaoines
remarked  the  presemt
budgel was flexible and
measures can be taken this
sear 1o pay off the City halt
milhon dollar debt without
incurring fur her penalties

The hearing on the
is presently scheduled for
April7. atap m at City Hall

; L4
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Everyone Was Irish

The endless sea of green was seen thioughout the City of South Amboy on Sunday. March 14 as those

marching in the annual St Patnch's Day Parade wore their green sashes, sweaters, and slacks. The
participants, howeves. were not exclusive in their favorite color. as onlookers sporied their own shades of
the groen. blending in a soolhing wave for winter-weary parade goers.

Chawman of the parade committes John P Kenny and Grand Marshall Alfred Clark siep ~¥ insding »
osch yasr. Over nits
the Luke A Lovely

parade thst seoms o
including first timers,
Auniliary. (More pictures page 4)

Fic South Kmboy Thackr e

partiicipated,
Lagion Post 62

Budget Cuts Score On Home Territory

Masor J Thomas Cross
last week sent Goveruor
Thomas Kean & manlgram
indhicating the Governor's
plans  to  balance  the
proposed state budget by
depriving some 40
mumcipalities of a large
portion of their gross
receipls taxes would cause a
“finuncial burden”

“Gov. Kean should not use
South Amboy taxes to
batance s state budget. let
him use nther montes he has
access o, Uross said, as he
publicty urged all cihizens to
write to Kean. asking him to
sigh the gross receipts tax
hll. sponsored by
Assemblyman Alan Karcher
which would increase the
utility  tax revenue for
municipalites. rahter than
taking away a4 major portion
of existing revenues.

Councilman Thomas
()'Brien, * the Mayor's
representative and
Councilman Richard J.
Schullz joined other officialx
from surrounding areas
including Woodbridge.
Sayreville, and Edison. ax
they traveled to Trenton last
Monday to protest what they
called Kean's ‘‘raiding” of
funds that they believe
rightfully belongs to their
municipalities.

This is not the first time

all students at
n teating

-will

testing day s,

rl;.ﬁ. Hoftman High Testing Program

On Tuesday. March 23 and Wednesday, March 24,

fman High School will participate in
am. Grades 8 and 1) will take the sinte
mandated Minimum Basic Skills Test and grades 10
and 12 the Educational Goal Attainment Test. Studentn
1o homeroom at regular time on testing
days. Disminsat will be. freshman and juniors, grades
p and 11, at 11:30 n.m. Sophomores and senlors, grades
10 and 12, will be disminsed at 10:30 a.m. on each of the

On Tuesday p.m. classes will meet.
On Wednesday, the afterneon classes will be
excused for teacher inservice day.

Counciiman O Brien has
appeared i Trenton to try to
save  the  City's  gross
receipts, he has tought past
governors as well who had
eyed these monies as. a
solution to thewr own budget
wWOoes ‘

The gross receipls tax is
the utility tax collected from
customers by utility
companies and paid by those
public utilities to the state.
which in turn returns the
funds to the municipabity
where the utility ix local
South Amboy's share of
these {unds comes from
Jersey Central Power and
Laght. the largest taxpayer
in the City. and could result
in & ‘“‘substantial tax
increase of up to $175 in the
next 3 to 4 vears,” according
to()Brien.

*Thirty rcent of the
City's population is senior
citizens, and another twenty
percent are earning leas
than the minimum yearly
wagel in ’Jnheolcmmtry. ilhla
population 10.000 people,
and half of them being
unable (o absorb these
increases, it behoves us to
make our feelings kown to
the Governor,”' () Brien said
as he asked for a frrmal
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resolution to send o Kean.
1t may have some impact ™

If- Kean has his way,
Councilman Schuitz
explained. our own board of
education could also stand to

lose $85.000
*Superintendent. of Schools
John Olexa should be

protesting these culs as
well.”” Schultz noted.
Cross called Kean's
roposal to tax some 40 odd
ocales (0 pay. off the entire

state a ‘‘crock of balogna''”

and advocated the signing of
Karchr’s bill to increase tax
revenues. not depriving
communities instead of 75
percent of these tax dollars

Kean's nresent proposal.
Schultz said. would cost the
City  of Sowth Amboy
approximately - $700,000 in
the next two years. and thus,
according to Business
Administrator Nicholas
Smolney. cause officials to
“reconstruct their financial
thinking."

Meeting
Schedule
Changed

the City Council pansed by
resolution a change in the
times of the business and
council meetings. Half of the
business meetings
previously scheduled for 7
and 7:30 p.m_  Monday
evenings are now going to be
held instead at & pm., as
well as the meetings that had
been held Tuesday al 8p.m.

Those buniness meetings
that will be held on April 19,
May 17, June t4. July 19
August iH, September 20,
( r 18, and Décember 20
will take place at 5 pm
Monday evening. and the
Council meetings will take

itontinuad of page §)

New Ramp Study
Indicated

Councilman Richard J
Schultz had asked for the
support of the Mayor and
members of the Council in
passing a resolution that
calls for the City's request to
conduct a feasibility study of
a4 new ramp located 1n the
area of Route 35 and
Washington Road to provide
safe access onto Route 35.

The resolution. voled on
and approved, stated a new
ramp onto Route 35 would
give South Amboy better
access and a new ramp
across the street from the
original one by St Mary's
Cemetery would be less

onvery.

Clinic Owner
Wants Present
Location

Another round in the
courts between City ofticials
and Gerhard Rass look place
when the Zoning Board of
Adjustments voted
unanimously last week to
refuse permission for Bass’
methadone clinic.

Once aguin Bass’ attorn?.
Susan E Chi.mpion. sad
they would (ile «ii appeai of
the zoning board's ruling
within two weeks in Superior
(ourt . .

The detoxification center,
although unable to nperate
since it's rental last June,
occupies a store front at 124-
N Broadway, amid the
husy business section of the
ity

The 7oming board pointed
out the clinie would be .
permitted to operate in the
Civ's highway commercial
cone along Routes % and 33,
hut Bass {eels he now has
ACCess lo better
accommodations and
tacilities in the heart of the
City  He likened his clinic to
the servicex of a doctor or
dentist. although there are
no such offices currently in
the area. The hoard aleo
riieclel] the appiicaiion on
the grounds tha was
insufficient ofi-street
parking in a district where
parking spaces are alpeady
at a premium

Bass runs a similar clinic
in Umon and has been irying
to locate a methadone center
in the Middlesex-Monmouth
area for 4 vears. His earlier
attempts  included the
Atlantic Highlands.
Aberdeen, and (Qid Bridge,
were all rejected by officials
of thoe Lowns.

Bass files suit to overturn
the City's opposition in a
continuing court battle with
City Law Director Clark
Convery has
questioned the certificate of
need Bass holds. saying
was issued for an Abe
facility. and also questioned
jurisdiction in the matter. A
ruling is not expected soon,
the state Regional Health
Planning Council saving a

hazardous decision will be handed down
This war the result of a sometimen the spring.
meeting between Schultz ;
and N.J Department of " 1
Transportation engineers, . '
with Senator Larry Weiss. J.). Harrigan Co., Inc.

amnd the City Traffic Safety
Captain, James Fedesco.
after a petition bearing one
thousand signatures was
presented to the Council
earlier by car wash owners
Chuck Kapciusky and Jan:es
Hicks, both of whom claimed
the deletion of the ramp hurt
their business and caused
much inconvenience to their
customers who now had to go
one mile out of their way to
use the hand car wash
Services.

Before the state engineers
undertook to sludy the
situation, they required a
forma) application by South
Amboy officials, and that
application was made in the
form of thix resolution The
engineers did say a ramp
would require that the
bridge be widened and would
resait in cross traffic on
Washington Road
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