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boadrd secretary John Kuhn
said.

The cost of lunch at scheol
is expected to be raised 15
cents to bring the amount to
an evendoliar

An increase of 50 percent
for a half-pint of milk 1s also
expect:d 'o be approved, due
to the fuderal cuts that
additionally eliminate
subsidies for milk

The price will be 15 cents
for the half-pint, and
increase of 7 cents

Superintendent of Schools
John Olexa stated
approximately 70 percent of
the elementary students
bought lunch at school while
~ only {ive percent in the high

school purchased theirs.

He predicted the oty
school svstem  would
evenlually leave the federal
program and indicated
contract talks with a private
food catering firm could
offer an aliernative

“Statistica

containing answers to the 16
most  frequently asked
uestions ahout the School
uilding Program was
stimulated in part by survey
responses
Almost 52 percent of those
contacted n the latest
random poll listed
themselves as ‘‘favorable’
About 23 percent still were
""not sure’, and shightly over
25 percent were “‘nol n
favor™
The results were almost
identical to those of the first
survey tuken n late July
Then 51 percent were in
favor, 22 percent not sure,
and 27 Tercenl opposed
ly. the size of the
second sample, 233, give a 90
cent degree of confidence
in the resuits. All told. 391
randomly-selected regs-
tered voters out of 4 total of
about 4,000 responded to the
two surveys
“"We are encoiraged hy

Study Shows City A
Cancer ‘““Hot Spot”’

Cancer 15 the second cause
of death {from diseiase 11 New
Jersey. accounting for 22
percent of all deaths,
according 1o a recent study .
the results relensed last
month by _ the State
Depariment of Heatlh, and
the City of South Amboy was
listed as one of 6
municipalities  with the
highest - combined
male/female death rates

A detailed map of New
Jarsey's cancer ‘‘hot spots”
cited th» 36 municipnm
and three counties, Essex,
Middlesex. and Monmouth,
with total cancer death rates
. that are significantly higher

than the state average for all

cancers, including cancers
fer women.

The study, based on death
oertificates from 1949 to 1976
shows startling increases of

. 138 percent in the lung
cancer death rate for men
and a 200 percent increase in
the lung cancer death rate
for women, and the overall
cander death rate for men is
incresing while the overall
concer death rates for
wemén are decreasing.

The mortality rates of all
other racial groups exceeded
white death rates in each

Rdﬂﬂuﬂyfﬂm 1987 to

Cautioning that this
information based on death
. records is but a partial
indicator for judging a local
ares's cancer , the
data was compiled to serve
a8 a guideline for taking a
closer look at a given
community’'s cancer

By Ilivtu the data show
whare owr hot
least

said State

spots are, at

we know where to

Commssioner of Health Dr
Juanne Finley

The study also showed
geopgraphical cancer
clusters in areas lhat were
shiphuilding centers in
World War 11 Asbestos was
a widely used and arcepted
raw material yn building the
sea going vessels, and has
since been labheled a
carcionogenic

“There ix a risk 1In
presenting a cancer atlas of
causing a panic. an

overreaction. But instead of 'rSouth Amboy High School

hiding our heads in the sand.
we are prepared to take that
risk,” said Deputy Health
Commissioner Dr. Allen

Koplin.

“)lgne label ‘“‘cancer alley”
does not apply to the state,
said Commissioner Finley
and reported New Jersev's
cancer rates are about the
same as the nativnal
averages.

“We're not worse nor any
better than the rest of the
United  States.”
explained.

figures, based on data

from 1962 to 1976 shows the |

overall state cancer death
rate for those years was
200.98 for men and 142.18 for
women per 100,000

tion.
mhm the cities with the
highest rates ure Newark,
Trenton, Hackensack and
Rahwa&.
The ndinr of the

were brought before the City
Council by John Norek last
week. He gave copies of a
news article to (o Mayor
Cross and asked what, if
anything was being done to
lower the Incidence of
cancer i South Amboy.

(cemmndﬂn:)

bae |

Quei'tions are derived from
the comments of those *‘not
sure”’ in the survey as well
as from the insights offered
by the 11 members of the
“Citizens Committee for the
South  Amboy School
Building Program' formed
inJuly.

The questions and answers
focus on the cost to the
taxpayver of the building
program as compared to
other alternatives, the need
for a new high school. and
various aspects of the site.

“"We believe that the
question and answer folder
now being distributed will
supply the information
unsure volers have
expressed a need for in order
to cast their ballots,”
President Tice says
“Whatever the resuit at the
polls, we want the decision
made by volers lo be with

full knuwiedge ﬁ‘lhh rn

facts."”

President Tice
summarizes the facts as
follows:

1' There has been a
chronic lack of public school
facitities within  South
Amboy. first resulting in
many vyears of double
sesaions and then, for the
last five years, the busing of
approximately 300 5ih-8th
graders to a rented school 9.5
miles away in Spotswood

2y In the meantime,
despite the efforts of a
dedicated teaching staff.
secondary education is
sufferin because of
outm and overcrowded
facilities at Hoffman High
School.

3) Construction of a new

would provide modern
facilities for secondary
education as well as free up
enough room in the rest of

continued on page 2!
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Code Enforcement Officer,
Frederick H Kurtz, alleging
that the board did not have &
right to order Strathmore
Clinic owner Gerhard Bass
be given the certificate of
occupancy needed in order
for the state to allow the
operation of such a
treatment center.

Kurtz couid not issue a
certificate when Bass first
applied, and has, with City
Law Director Clark Convery
since maintained the clinic
was not a "‘permited use’’ at
the Broadway location unde
the city zoning law.

Bass, on other hand
accused city officials of
‘trying to zone me out’’ and
apealed his case to the
County Construction Board
of Appeals iast August 12.

The hoard’'s decision.
having found in favor of Bass
was his basis for a suit

aiinﬁm city and three
) ise l-l.-: FYY YN ‘h
ﬂ 'ud:n msper! the

remises and complete state
orms showing compliance
with city regulations
However. this suil was
withdrawn withoul commant
before any of the officiais
were served.

In their suit, the city and
Kurtz have asked the court
to declare the board had no
right to issue the order
hecause the city has
jurisdiction in  zoning
matters.

Convery contends the
city's position has been the
same all along. that this is a
zoning matter, and the clinic
is not"allowed at it's present
site, while Bass insists that
the clinic is indeed an
“allowed use'’.

A city ordinance, passed in
July to amend the rity's
Comprehensive Develop.
ment ordinance to deal with
detox centers cpells out
particular areas within the
city where such a clinic may
locate and operate from,
specifically, slimiting the
maximum hours of
operation to 8 hours a day.
and 5 hours on Sundays.
Further. at the meeting 2
months ago the Council
made provision for the clinic
to operate only in a B-2
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independent, slected Bomd of

Education. Representatives :
slected at Schoo! Board elections are responsibie to the State of New
Jorsey for properly educating the school chilcren of South Amboy in
public schools. Contrary to the papular befief of some, the Mayor and
City Council do not control the Board of Education. or its’ budget.

il. Educational Quality.

The South Amboy Board of Education and its' professionsl stalt
must be commended upon the quality of education thal owr scheels
have achieved. The most racent evaluation by the State of New Jersey
indicates that in all areas measured, ihe South Amboy scheel system
received the highes! rating. Our public school children are recalving 9
Quality educational experience. A new school weuld serve as an
impetus to continue the fine work siready accomplished by the Beerd

of Education.

Ill. School Site.

City Council hat gven 1o the Board of Education ten
property owned by the City on the “landfii", with Wentage
Goorpge Strent extonsion. This gitt, st no cost, was made in the
coeperation. if is contingant upen the volers of the City agyr
construction of a school by referendum. M the volers reject
scheol, the property returns to the City. This property is seund
buildabie. Those who argue that flood plain restrictions wowld
development of this parcel are only seeking to deccive the T
real question is that of educational palicy.
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W the populatron of South Ambey grow, or will it
the useful ife of the new school? Truthfully, no one can ac
predic! the population ot South Amboy twenty or |
in the Niersture prepared Ly the Board, the assumgtion
that the school population will remain steady over the
ihe school. Mistoricaily, the Tolal population of Sowth
shown much fluctustion over the last thirly years.

Consus P
1980 442
1970 13
1900 1)1 ]

F beyond the contrel of us hers in Seuth dtonine
populstion fuctustiont. it is impossible to sy with shesiute sertaingy
one prediction o anather will come true. M
are correct, the size of the propesed scheel is
incorrect, then the scheel may sither be los smal, thes

; of, H too large, being uneconemical 10 operate.
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. Regionalization.

is 2 small school district by comparison. The pelicy
of the State of Jersey it to encourage ragienalizalion
combining of smalier schools with largir schools. Several
districs swrounding South Amboy have excess clastroem space.
would seem Wkely that in the future, pressure 10 reglonsiize will
increase. Without 2 busiding program, it would sppesr that the chancm

courses or axperiences they are seeking due to prohibitive cests of
supplying programs in 2 small school system. Students with okifls,
athistic abilities and special nesds might best be served in » lorgee
w.:l.lbt“ school district where such programs can be offered.
. TaRes. 4
School taxes make up the largast portien of your preperty tanse.
They account lor over seventy percent (70%) of the
iaxpayer in the City currontly pays. The propesal te bulld 2 now sehesl
raiaes the (ax igsues.
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