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South Ambaoy Advertising less than 75%

Rt. 35 Ramp Closing Attacked

Motorists may well
remember the hillhoard with
(he figure draped in a black
clouk warning of ‘“death
alley”

i% 1% one section of the
highway under study in an
improvement program. Bul
improvements are nol
always in keeping with what
residents believe is best for
them

Chuck Kaciupsky and
James P Hicks, owners of
The Classic Car Wash on
Route 35 are mounting o
campaign o keep the
Washington Road ramp
open. Partners for six years,

aciupsky and Hicks are
strongly opposed to the
closing,.  saying  therr
business would be sorely hit
as their customers use the
ramp "I have actually hme
the distance from Rarstan
St oand find that a4 mile and
three-yuarters is too far out
of the way with teday's gas
prices.” Kactupsky said

“We are also talking aboul
a possihle delay 1n getting
emergency  vehicles to the
site of a highway 45 accident
What it there s congestion
on  the Raritan  Street
alternative™  he continued

Kaciupsky  has  been
researching the problem
himselt “Let's bring the
deedent statishics out
black and white | do nat
want to see anvone killed in
the area either, hut 1n the !
last two vears since the
highway has been paved the
number of accidents has
heen greatly reduced e
reason for the accidents
prior to the paving was that
cvery time it ramed the
romdway became slippery.
and | would wait for people
(o come o my car wash to
use the telephone to report
an accident every time il
slarted tosprinkle

Although  the  sign
announcing the closng of the
ramp now has a date on it.
both Kaciupeky and Hicks
will continue in alerting
residents and even a few
Rl'mcium of their; phgiw

pext step 18 a petiion
which would vividly show
support of the ramp staving

open. according to
&im_\‘
Praponent of the romp

closing, Caplain James
Tedeaco of the Traffic
Depariment of the South
Amboy Police Force, said
this was just the second

 of the reconstruction
of Route 9/35 from the
Edison Bridge. Cheesequake
and the Robéert E Lee Inn
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that has been under the
careful scrutiny of the New
Jersey State Department of
Transportation Part of this
reconstruction hy the state
will add a venter 1sland from
Georgeties to Catherine
Street, and resurfucing s
also planned

All the ramps. according
tn  Tedesco  will  bhe
redesigned. made wider and
hetter and. with the
elimnation ol the
Washington Road ramp.
safer ax well Included in the
recanstruction s the reverse
jug handle 1n the vicinity of
Heidi's. whereby southbound
tralfic may turn Lo go north
The U-turns in the middle of
the highway have heen
prohibited for more than a
vear

"1 sympathize  with
altected husinesses. but my
jJobs to cut down the amount
of accidents and fatahities
and although this will be an
inconvenience to some  the

inconvenience ux opposed to
the plus fuctors in reducing
accidents is much greater ™
Tedescosaid. :

He further noted, “This 18
nol going to ehiminate the
accidents along this section
of highway. )just reduce
them. There 15 always the
human factor you cannol
engineer in these incidents. ™

edesco 18 also on the lask
force committed to studying
the Ernston Road nverpass
roposing the umnterruplied
low of traffic on Route 9
“The light at Ernston Road
provides a gap and allows
the traffic up the ramp to 35
and to clear hefore the next
deluge of vehicles " He v
on to sav the studies were
still in the initial stuges nd
there was still the queslion of
money  These preliminary
studies may_take us much as
ien years and includes the
widening of several bridges
and approxmatels seven
OVETDASNES

Strathmore In Suit Against City?

In trving to establish his
drug and aleohol
detoxification center i a
storefrant on Broadway .
Grhard BRass  the chime
owner has (iled sunt against
S;vulh Ambaoy and three of its
last week

Hass has charged City
Code Enforcement officer
fred 1k Kurtz, Fire
Mo Lhall Chet Meinzer and
1., Health Officer Kathy
Antomihix with refusing to
mspect his  premises.  less
than half a block from ity
Hall

The Strathmore Chne
owner s seeking  a
judgement which will order
the cits Kurtz. Mesnzer and
Antonitis to make necessary
inspections and complete the
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statle  forms  showing
compliance  with ¢ty
regulations

According to  Kurtz,

however. he has not yel been
served with any notice ol a
suit, and added he does not
expect to be  “*Thomas
Sneehan, planning
coasultant. has advised me
that the clime ix not an
allowed use’ for this area of
Broadway. and therefore |

did not make any
inspections "
ealth officer Kathy

Antonitis also has vel to he
served. ““There isn't any
routine inspection - maybe
we will just check the sewer
and water hook-ups, but that
isall I thereina formit's a
different story. but right now
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t do not know what | am
expected to inspect

Antomitis sind she was
aware of the repart that the
suit contends she failed to (1)
oyt forms delivered (o her
office on May 10,

Fivuatd ciiny, caliadar
to see if 1 might have heen
out of the nffice that day
hut May 1018 Sunday and |
do not think it 1s realistic to
imagine F would be working
t particulr day *° The
foFms  referred to are
required state forms that
must he completed before
the facility can be heenses

Earhier this month the
Middlesex County
Construction  Board  of
Appeals ruled in favor of the
cimic’'s right to obtain the
certificate of occupancy
The city's position, made
clear by Law Direct (‘lark
Convery was thut the hoard
had no jurisdiction in the
miifter since it was clearly
one of zoning.

Bass has tried a number of
times to operate a chme
similar to his methadone
clinie 1n North Jerses sinee
1978. He was unable to do so
in the Highlands because of
zoning regutations and was
again zoned out of Aberdeen,
after which he received a
certificate of need lo locale
in Old Bridge.

In this neighboring
township Bass wset up
husiness 1n a vacant store at
Laurence Parkway and
Cliffwood Avenue, but was

revented by Board .of
fealth officialx who demed
him = the necessary
approvals, -saying the swore
had inadequate disposal
facilities.

While Bass contendn his
Strathmore Clinic is open
and operating as officos
intake services and offers
vounseling funclions,
several residents of the area
have found the doors locked
and could nol attest ta the
c¢linic's operation.
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Fire Dept. Atlts  Taxpayers Can Save By
Building New High School

Best In Parade

The South Amboy Fire
Department, dressed
uniformly in their navy blue
jackets,  slacks, and
regultions hats, again
stepped inlo contention with
other area fire companies as
they filed past dozens of
judges Saturday in Perth
Ambaoy .

The men, and their ladies
auxiliaries again marched
away with several trophies,
attesting to their unique
marching abilities and
communily awareness. The
organization was in Perth
Amboy. helping that fire

.department celebrate ils

100th Anniversary since the
department’s inception.

~ading the unit was South
Amboy Fire Chief Edward
Szatkowski, First Assistant
Chief William Leonard and
Second Assistant  Chief
William Hawes  They
accepted (rophies for the
Hest Appearing Company
Apparatus. 25 men or more.
1n regulation uniforms and
with music. Best Appearing
Company n HRegulstion
Unforms. 2540 men with
music. & Special Award
from the AFD Ex-
Chiefs. Best Appearing
Ladies Auxiliary 10 the same
uniform, and received
second place for the Best
Appearing Pumpr. 5 years
ais ader

This last trophy was
especially appreciated by
the members of Engine 7.
Independence Company
Chiel Driver John Wilusz
credits all members ol
Independance with the extra
work that went inlo cleaning
the truck. including packing
hose and stacking
equipment  “Much of the
credit belongs to (aptain
Sam Nemeth and Assistant
Driver Jim Larkin. We were
in compelition against
several trucks only a few
weeks old and we won'"
Wilusz noted the ﬁumper will
be promoted lo the 510 vear
old claxs next vear

“The judges were tough.
they even clwcked for dust
and accumulation inside the
hoses.”” Wilusz noted

But the big competition,
set for many vears now In
Wildwood. New Jersey. s
the state convention and
parade. next month The
volunteer department has
nol {ailed in several years to
bring home (rophies
indicating just how well the
group works u?ether. and if
the stale judges are as
conscientious as the Dunlop
Judges Associaion this group
thal won all-around state
champs iri 1978 and 1979 doea
have its work cut oul for
them
p—
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South Amboy taxpayers
have nothing to show for the
$1.230,66.90 they have spent
since 1977 on the so-called
“'Spotswood Solution'’ to
overcrowded public schools,

acceording to  President
Thomas Tice of the Board of
Education

New Jersey's

Commissioner of Education
ordered South Ambov tu
cease double sessions in
1977 The . /Spotswood
Solution”' takes its name
from the fact that South
Amboy then started to bus
about 300 of its 1,000 public
school children to Memorial
School 4.5 miles away in
Spotswood The rental of the
Spotswood  school, the
neceskary busing, and other
.neasures were intended as
temporary steps in order 1o
comply with the
commissioner's directive,
which was backed by the
State Board of Education
and the courts

""This expensive band-aid
solution is still in effect.”
President Tice declares ‘lf
we do nothing permaner. to
carrect  this  cheenic
problem. we will waste
many more millions of our
hard-earned tax dollars

The Board of Education s
proposing that the
community inves!t in 3 new
high schoo! and is asking for
approval at -the iis
September 18 of a $5.340.000
bond issue to finance its
conktruction A special
pubhic hearing on the
referendum will he
conducted Thursday,
September 3, at .00 pm In
the high school auditorium

“Construction of o new
hgh school would gve us
enough total school space to
enable us lo briag our
children in 5th through 8th
grade back into the
community  for  their
education,” Mr. Tice points
out “'That means that we
can eliminate the waste of
hundreds of thousands of tax
dollars a vear :n busing and
renlal costs.

"It also means that we
would have the economi¢
advantage of an eflicient
new high school plant. Still
another money-saving
advantage would be that we
would have the space to
bring back many special
education students who now
are bused to rivate and
expensive facilities out of the
community

““Most importantly, we
would have something to
show for our tax dollars just
as  home.owners have
something to show for their
mortgage pavments Right
Now our tax money is going
out of our commumty for
Rervices we cah provide
much more economically for
putselves Inflation
mcreases thal drain every

vear by at least 10 t
The Board of Education
has calculated that

construction of a new high
school now can result in a net
saving to the taxpaver of
maoce than $33 million dollars
over the next 30 years even
after deducting the cost of
the bond issue. Tice says.
“This invesiment would
result in initially higher
taxes in 1984 when the new
High school would be
mrqlod.menthe tax cost
would go down rapidly
through 1988. In 1989 »a

modest tax saving would be
achieved which would
gradually grow each year.

“These savings are
achieved by 1989 because the
payments on the bond issue
decrease each year while the
savings from elimination of
the Spotswood Solution
Increase each year bécause
of inflation. Also, we receive
yearly state building aid
payments totaling $582.080
over the life of the bond
yssue

contsnued on page 2

G&T Extended
To High School

Robert Bloodgood,
Director of Curriculum and
Coordinator for the City's
school system announced the
last stage  of its
implenientation of the gifted
and talented program.

A figure of about three to
five percent of the school
population is what we expect
in the program.” Bloodgood
said

School personnel consider
a variety of student traits,
recommendations from staf(
members and parents. and
IQtests are sume of the ways
of identifying those pupils
who could benefit from such
a curriculum. '

Even after set critera are
met )bwr indicaiw s, sig) av

seasien

an individual a
trained psychologist and the
results  of innovative

creativity test. geared for
different age levels are also
used

“Besides )ust having the
talent. we look for kids that

Reas a stick-lo-1hiveness, '’
loodgood said “'1t's called
tagsk committment and we
vonmder it a very important
factor.”

Students who qualify for -
the G & T program ue
certain fields of study: it
depends greatly on the
interests and talents of the
individual. A number of
hours are sel aside each
week during which the mma
of students intermingle and.
under the supervision of G &
T director Mrs Deborah
Rivera; advance at their own
uccelerated pace in their
chosen fields.

While the cou have
been offered it (he
elementary school for the
past four years, the high
school will only this year
start the extensive
of identifying eligible pupils.

The program n the
elementary grades has been
highly successful and a’
spurce of continued pride for
Mrs Rivera Several of her
students competed 1n the
State Ulympics of the Mind,

one of four state options for
gifted and talented students
that involved creative
roblem solvin and
rainsiortang :
The impressive results

placed two of Mrs. Rivera's
teams second and fourth in
tht"v A ionhaelm T

ile the G & T program
does not take the place of
traditional studies., and
studens in the program are
expected to maintain their
highest standards in those
studies, the program. it is
felt by “state educatora.
relieves boredohr: md‘oﬂm
an exciting c llw‘:l i
studies enhancement fer the
excoptional learner. -







