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MAYOR GETS DEPARTMENT HEADS
ESTIMATES FOR 1979 BUDGET NEEDS

Mayor 0 Thomas Cross
and Business Admanstration
Nicholas Smoloney received
Nov 29 from department
heads  estimites  of needs
they would have apphed in
the hine tems of 1970
budgetacy aceounts

The Fire Department was
represented by Chief John
Donnelly  and  assestants
James Rewly and T
Graffre It was thewr primary
nterest  that  the wmd to
“volunteer fire compames be
stepped up from the present
$125 per man to $200 per man
1479 They noled an
escalatimg inflatien  was
affecting the compames and
ecquipment needs 1hat had
been  held back  long  as
possthle now had tn be faced
up to The need ot more Meott
Air Packs was especially
stresseqd

Chief Donnelly pomted out
need for o adlon booster
pump and 4 pump that could
draw  water from Raritan
Bay n that the hine of fire
hvdrants ends 1n the Henry
St Rosewell St Area and
this left the [1re compaties
with too long a bhne to
maantain pressure 1o
adequately Hight a fire at the
waterfront The fire officers
agreed a pump to suck water
out of the bay seemed the
only way ot .

Mavor Cross was
confident  that  other  wise
witer supply and pressure
was  sufhicient (o fire
fighting needs He noted that
if the tien with  Perth
Ambay had to be
supplemented.  there s
enough supply at the v s
own nactivated  plant off
Gordon St to take up the
slack  And o last alternative
i~ to open the hean with
Savreville  He assured the
fircmen work on the 25 fire
plugs 1in the city  needmp
renovating would be stepped
up

Chied Donnelly noted that
capital future needs have o
he anticpated  He declared
the dependable Iife ot o fre
truck 18 15 yvears and that two
of ‘the citv's trucks are 13
vears old With a fire truck
costing $100.000 these dayvs
it 18 a serious malter. he
noted The mavor agreed 1!
was time to start probing for
federal aid or revenue
sharing on  replacements
The fire chief pointed out the
decision on  fire trucks
depended as much on fire
insurance policy
underwriters 1n the city as it
does on the hire department
or the municipal
government

Fire hydrant service was
estimated . $12.500 for the
coming year The chief
pointed to & need for
maintenance funds for 179
plechtrons and wanted
money alloted for upkeep to
the new mobile radio units
They figured 31,000 would do
for the old fire alarm The
trucks will need 40,000
gallons of high  c¢tane fuel

A final Hem for
consideration was foam for

.fighting chemical and
electrical fires, needed n
considerably higher quantity
this year.

Chief Donnelly asked a
check be made on tires for
the fire trucks He believed
some of the trucks were
running on tires four years
old. Reilly felt that as he and
Chiefl Donnelly would not he

affected by the matter in the
1979 budget  he could ask
that the First Assistant Chief
el recampense, evenaf it
nothaing more than the $180
penr head drivers

PProblems 1n
weer discussed wAth Richard
Muchame,  supernintendent,
and  Fred Kurtz, oty
engineer  Kurtz called for
maoney to camplete the work
on Veterans Field and it was
agrend $10.000 was needed
for 4 master plan on storm

dratnage throughoyt the
city  Muchame  saw i
$225. 000 capital  project

invovied with the bulding of
# new ity garage that the
former Marathon garage at
David St and Stevens Ave
can be converted to a4 semor
abizens center The mavor
admitted the problem was
campounded by an estinude
for the semaor center runmng
gh as $200 000 with onh
$90 () CDRS fund-
comnmitted thus far And o
time [actor invovled

For the Department  of
FEnnaneening Kurts felt o
specuil part tune employ e
could be retained for the
handhng of permits he now
charge of  He felt gt
wortld be more economie and
expedituous v
recommended $H0 more for
the  expenses ot the
mnspectors and redefinement
ol the stituation whe-ehy the
supervisor of the wirter work
doubles as baetlding
mspector  And Kurts asked
$1.000 be set aside to bring
tiw tax map up to date He
noted the current edition 1~
13 vears old

Muchime siaw need tor o
$4.000 clarther and an $1R.000
new grid for the sewer plant
even though that installation
has & short perid of use
before the city hies anto the

as

Middiesex County  truck
sewer  He saw g need o
regpatr valves and get the
digester straghtened ot
includieg  possibly  the
mstathng  of o new  gate
vilve

For the water plant,

Muchanie noted Rurts had
alveady submatted a maste,
plan tor at He  estunated
public works could  stand
‘three more laborers and two
trore trucks

Muchanie commented on
the added work load from
Towerland Park

The mayor questioned the
rehabdity of the pay loader
now 1n use on the streets
Muchatie said he had heen
reluctant to bring that up as
io1s a - $40.000 atem
Replacement of "outmoded
manhole covers with  $t
wide  settings  comfortable
for o worker was another
Muchame concern

Carol Jankowskt pomnted
to the extra hours she puts i
and asked for bringing the
Welfure Department
allotyent yp to that of towrs
of comparable size 1 the
couity

Terry Brundage suggested
a $1.0b0 allotment for the
Board of Health other
expenses be expanded to
$2.750 noling his own salary
1s set and paid by Middlesex
County. He also asked better
compensation for schoul
nurses assigned the
parochial schools by the caty
The Board of Education

blie works
p“" “dete rmine

ROGERS ENDORSES
CITY AERIAL
PHOTOGRAPHY

Uhe praposal of Mavor |
Thomas Cross that an aertal
survey be made of the ety as
fess costly than  runming
countless surface surveys to
stites of  needed
correchive and constructive
work was sunported inoa
letter from Kenneth Rogers

a councilman from 1972 1o
1476 .
Rogers  subrnmited  an

aerial phota which he niul
taken on his owain s first
year on the Council in 1973 to
dehneate the eroded and
neglected condition he found
of dramage ditehing along
the  railroad  tracks n
Aechamesville.  adversely
affecting such sity streets as
Cedar Stoand Rarntan Stoat
that time

He felt this was proof of
whit can be gccomphshed
with aeriad photography that

1t can expose situations
where  private  and  utihty
owners  have  neglected

upkeep of their lands to the
deterniment of the oitv's
nteresis as well  as
dehneating those  locatinns
where streets. pubhc works
and facilines need attention

Ropgers sugggested  acrial
photagraphy  became o
when  funding

;N'mrn(_\
woomes v anhible

TOTAL $530,000
GRANT FOR WORK
ON BROADWAY

Mavor B Thomas Cross
announced Mondasy the an
I spEmng o contract ths
week  with  the  State
Department o f
Transportation  for  the
complete rebwlding  of
Broadway . roadway and
under surface water and
sewer hines. on o $530,.000
total vrant The federal
povernment widl put an
si71.000 and  the  state
s150 000 The ity will have
no  obhgatton. the mayor

. ~tated

Question was rased about
the timetable for the work
The mavor acknowledged it
could not be started before
the $371.000 s put nlo the
federal budget 1o go into
effect July 1. 1wy The
seepnng start of work would
be late 1979 or the spring of
1980, by the mavor's view

Nicholas Smolney

business admiinstrator,
confirmed  that  whtle he
agreement  with the DOT

was o binding contract. 1o
would only become effective
i case Congress and the
state legislature produce the

needed fondmg 4 thews BES...
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Mall Traffic
Burden To City
At Raritan St.

Capt  James Tedesco,
trafhic consultant for South
Amboy Police Department,
is submitting memorandums
to the Council for the better
regulation of tratfic flowing
out of the new Raritan Mall
shopping center inJr‘u-
Raritan St and Ridgeday
Ave area and the placing of
“advance warning’ signs on
John St and other thorough
fares entering upon the
public school zone

The Mall has been opened
a moath with a clutter of
traffic developing in South
Ambay streels adjoiming it.
the Mall stself being located
tn Savreville so  that its
northern boundary rests on
the South Amboy Sayreville
bhoundary hine  The ¢ty s
unhappily weightled with a
traffic control problem for a

husiness from which the tax .

benefits
Sayreville
As for the school zone,
spectators at cily meetings
have called for warning
SLENS to out of town
commutors racing their cars

rem:am n

to get trains at Scuth Amboyv

ravtroad station Jhat they are
enterning a school zone and
must stow down This calls
for use of the

school  zone. the ‘‘school
Crossing’ signs are placed
They facen conformity with
the directions an which
pupuils crossing the streels
are gumded by crossing
puards

Capt Tedesco submitted a
Livout of the John St School
ione layveout indicating the
wavs the signs should face
aganst oncoming traffie
Even at John St and Stevens
Ave | where a stop-go hight
governs traffic flow, signs
are placed on diagonal
corners, facing east at west
bound traffic on  Stevens
Ave on the northeast corner
and facing west againsit
eastbound traffic on the
southwest corner  And. on
John St a sign on  the
northwest corner of the
street antersection with
Stevens Ave  faces sopth
against northbound . catfic
on the street and a sign on
the southeast corner faces
north agamnst the approach
of Southbound traffic

The same general plan
covers the intersection of
Broadway and John St Bt
on Greorge St the sighs cover
anly  three  corners  in
acvordance with the ways 1n
which  school  corssing
guards will be designating
the directions tor children at

walko . across o ooat.. the.

intersections  with Stevens

SAve. and Broadway | Georbe

Stobemg a one way street
north

ST. MARY’S
GRADUATE NAMED
POLICE CHIEF.

Michael Keltey, o St
Mary's South A boy High
School graduate. was nained
polhice chief of Keyport by
the Horough Council in that
community Monday Kaelley
entered police work when
Keyport had only four peiice
officers He was a classmate
at St Mary's of Sgt Francis
Norek of South  Amboy
pahice

“advance
warting sign while, 1in the

Query Fluoride In Water
Bought From Perth Amboy

Peaple in South Amboy are
having to drink water with
fluoride in 11 whether they
want to or not because the
city buys water from Perth
Amboy, John Norek. a
spectator.  charged  at
Tuesday's Council meeting
He said that in towns with
their own waiater supply.
there 15 a public hearing and
then a referendum of
infusing the chemical into
water before the water s
fluoridated Fluoride is
infused into drinking water
because 1t s a4 known
preventitive of ‘ooth decay.
particularty 1n children Rut
scientists are widely split in
the opinior as to whether the
element could be
Carcinogenous reancer
causing' The N J State
Dept  of Health does not
oppose its use in drinking
water

Mayor J  Thomas Cross
told Norek ms call for
restoring the city’'s own
water plant that the fluoride
issue  could bLe decidea
independently 11 South
Amboy could not be met at
this time The mayor said
two shallow wells had been
sunk and could bring 1n no

more than 500,000 gallons of
water per day and the cily

consumes 1 million gallonc

per day He
extensive restoration wory

had gone on this year at the

waler plant under a plan
submitted by Fred Kurtz.
city  engineer, but  Kurtz
schedule does uot call for the
plant to be an independent
source of supply for two

vears yvet The mavor
affirmed the city rnust
continue  to rely on the

contract with Perth Amboy
which has four vears to rin
vet

Councilman KHichard
Schultz reported vandals
had again  destroyed the
clectric highting installations
i the Hole-In-The-Wall and
the county engineer
estimates 1t will cost $2,500
te restore them Schultz said
he had to frar someone may
et electrocuted in thas
continuing vandahsm

Schultz sard he also had o
deplore a continuing
dumping of garbage on the
landfill bv either out-of
towners or local persons oo
lazy to pul their garbage out
on the curb for the collector
He said that he had a it of
sOgreTnow that the city has
spent money to put in roads
to make the area accessible
to the public and warned the
pohice are being alerted to
check for the license plates
ol garbage dumpers. . .. .

Councilman Robert Noble
reparted Cross Country
Table TV s cutting the
installation charge for South
Amboy trom $19 95 a house
to $10

Kurtz advised the Council
by letter that the¢ tenms
courts i Towerland Park
are now ready for use bt
motorized  vehicles,  skate
boards and hard soled shoes
must be kept off their
surface Muor Cross
explained they are overlaid
with a rubberized asphait to
make the ball responsive i
play Jean  Smith. 4
spectator, questioned the
protective measures to be
taken Mayor (‘ross said an
ordinance is being drawn up
for the use of the park. mrs

reportad

|
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Smith felt it would be
ineffeclual without provision
for 24-hour surveillance
Council President Thomas
()'Brien admitted it is going
to be a problem

An ordinance was adopted
confirming the police pay
scale for 1978, decided after
lengthy negotiations 1t also
provides in 1979 for ra:sing
the compensation of the
munictpal attorney from
$15.000 {0 $16,000 and for the
municipal prosecutor at
$5.000 The assistant oty
treasurer will be paid $2,5

and the welfare director
$2.700 as part tim:
employees

Norek and Mrs Smit!
again questioned the legaly
of Clark Convery. as ¢
attorney, retammg h:
family Jlaw firm of Conver.
& Convery 10 some (1*y
work Muaver Criss reported
1t had becn settled Jong ago
by ref 1ence 1o the altorney
Ruener: (here is nothing
wrong with this  The
spectators then wanted to
know what the city was
paymng the firm in the sun
with John Vail, former city
attorney  They were told
$9.000 of which $1.165 has
ber'n paid Ann Mulligan, a
speclator, wanted to know 1f
this was for the personal
defense of the mayor and
Councilman O’Brien in the
suit She was told they were
out of the $45,000 actinn, that
only the ity is defendant

Mrs Mulligan wanted to
know what will be done now
that CETA (U S paid) police
are no fonger available The
mayor opined the ordinance
will probably be changed to
raise the limit on regular
ity -pard officers under (vl
Service

A proclamation  was
adopted hailing the South
Amboy Historical Society tor
arranging an observance
this month of the city’s place
in ratirecad Wstery  The
Society has scheduled Fred
Diebert, Dunellen, formerh
of  South Amboy. to
discourge on the Ranitan
River Railroad’s history
Diebert s known for his
work n rarlroad
memorabha
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