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NOUSNOWEDINDER. NEAER WH T HE,
stow pileup higher than his 610 toshow how well the oty s warkers and contractors mos ed
the dritts fram Fridin s avadanche to heep the streets open The mas ar aotes he has never
been snowed under either by the weather o at the badlot boy and neser will he

S o
e,

v . .
———— e ..

»e

Mavaor |

[ 8

Fhiotas Crons stands in front of 4

SISTERS VEST MARY SUNDAUNTED - Vlittde matter of the cons ent ¢ar being buried
under a foot and half of snow did aat phase the nuns, thes just wrapped themsels es in foul
weather garb, and went to wark with shovels and snow serapers and had the convent car
reads ior its multifold duties soen as the snow ended.

SCHOOL BOARD INTRODUCES

South  Amboy - Board o

Education s presenting for
action by the voters Feb 140
1978 79 school budget of
$2,492.571. winch 5 to be
supported by a tax levy ol
$1.8L0.671, $510.282 n stale
aid in varous forms and the
appropriation of balances
estimated to exist as of June
30, 1978, of $70 472 There will
only be 33 cents left m
balances if this estimation s
borne out

The budget o $192.618
more than the $2.2949.95)

measure first promulgated

SOUTH AMBOY EXEMPT
" FIREMEN TO MEET

The meeting ol the South
Amboy Exempt Firemen
will be held on Tuesday,
January 31, 1978 at R pm at
the Progressive Fire House,
Hordentown Ave Dues for
1976 may be pad at thes
meehing

to stay within the o per cent
Ceaps” luimtation aposed
by the Siate Bepartments et
Fiducation on budgetary
icreases  The South Ambay
Roard tound the budget. as
per caps’ left the schoal
system $165.770 short of the
funds required 1o meet ads
memmal  obligations  under
the 'I' & ¥ thorough and
efficsents  program  and
villed ths to the attention of
Stale  Commissioner of
Education Fred Burke The
Commissioner granted the
estunated increase of funds
need and allower!, with the
use of the estimated surplus.
i total, the Board could go

$U7.620 beyond the
previously  estimated

nunumial needs to bolster the
education plan v South
Amboy But $26.648 of the

heyond” s debt serviee,

usually an offsetting 1tem in
the municipal budget

‘The eshimate of $70 472 the
Board could use s
anticipated  surplus as of
next June 3s arrsved at by

BUDGET WITH “CAPS" EASED

subtrevction from the free

appropriation  balances

two withdrawals for current
expense 1in the present schoal
vear o $75,000 and $49,000
plus §27.558 25 for special
projects inadent toT & K In
the coming school  vear.
these T & K oitems are
represented in in addendum
10 the budget as onginally
drawn of $30.656 for Science
mstruction i grades
kindergarten-to-4th and an
intensive program i math
for the 7th graders estimated
tacost $21.737

The lax levy of $1.810.671 18

{(continued on page 8)
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BUYING WATER FROM PERTH AMBOY FOUND
CHEAPER THAN REBUILDING CITY'S PLANT

Agreement to go out of the
water producing business 1n
tavor of buying water [rom
Perth Amboy was reached
hy the Council Monday with
the  final passage of an
ordinance affirming the
ity s position as a buver, an
ordinance  that has a
reciprocal counterpart n
une adopted by the Perth
Amboy city commissioners
legally estabhishing that
municipality's position as a
seller of water to South
Amboy South Amboy's
ordinance was adopted after
a report was given hy
Raymond Dotyv, city auditor,
describing the advantages of
being a buyver rather than a
producer of water at this
time ani much guestioning
by Councilmen Thomas
()’'Brien, Robert Noble and
Frank Tarallo on how secure
the city's position 18

Doty reported that he and
Fred Kurtz. ity engineer.
and  Nichaolas
business administrator. had
conducted o study of the
vconomics of the situation It
way found, Doty observed,
that *t would ¢hst $246.000 at

'Ill"'.‘“"lt_: i "
water from Perth Amboy at
the quoted rate of $2 60 per
milhon gallons whereas. if
south Amboy went through
with the rehabilitation of its
own water plant under a
$>o0. 00 bonding ordinance
adopted tast year. the
eshimated cost of a year's
operation of the water plant
would be $337.785
Translated nto terms of
what the residential user 1n
South Amboy would have o
pay 1 would mean an
increase from lhe present
$26 mimimuin usage charge
to S32 f waler was bough!
frory Perth Amboy and $44sf
the user gol his water from
oty wells Doty emphasized
a consumer could
comfortably support a $6
increase in mimmum charge
under existing
vircumstances but he felt an
$18 increase would certainly
be a burden

The auditor explained the
26 rate could no longer be
maintamed i that 1t was
causing an $80,000 deficit in
the water utulity account
cach vear and the deficiency
has 1o be, passed on to
general taxation Taking on
a debtor obhgation under the
$500.000 water  works
improvement  ordinance
would greatly aggravate the
situation, Doty warned, and
would send the geoeral tax
rate skyrocketing if the $26
walter charge was to be held

In this connection, Doty
advised, the income from
wiler rents on the $32 rate
of buving from
Poth Amboy would permit
South Amboy to restore two
shatlow wells in addition to
the one shallow well now
operating at the city’s plant
oft Lower Broadway far
00 withoul going into
debt to do so This would
assure  South  Amboy o
source f reserve supply any
time there should be a pineh
in the supply from Perth
Amboy

Kurtz gave assurance
there was o hkelihood ol
any  tighteming  of  supplh
from Perth Amboy as tha
city’s wells are no producing
water 1 excess of 1ty needs
and the excess s o profitess
waste that has 1o be let tlow
into the Hartan Kiver The

“Yean

Smolney .,

" wells

engineer  emphasized  this there would be no hinings
excess will bhe a milhon  Councilman Thomas
gallons per Jay that will Noble was fearful that if
become available to South South Amboy did not restore
Amboy on the run of waler ils own water works. at the
from Perth Amboy's Runyon end of the five-year
field in Old Bridge to that agreement, Perth Amboy
¢ty In other words, he would be in a posilion to
noled, South Amboy will get greatly up the rate in any
a “draw off” of water supply renewal of the contract. He
before Perth Amboy itself noted the $2.60 rate would go
hecause of South Amboy's up to §*.80 for the three final
geographical location years of .the contract. But
hetween Hunyon and Perth Councilman O'Brien noted
Amboy . South Amboy could use the
The suuation of excess five-year interval to seek
water being pumped from federal grants for a water
Hunvon, Kurtz explained, plan rehabilitation without

arose when large water taking on bonding
using industries left Perth indebitness, making it
Amboy and a plant that had possible for the city to

heen designed to pump produce its own water on a
waler to meel their cheaper basis even than
maximum uses was giving buying from Perth Amboy.

forth an excess for which Kurtz noted that the
there could be no users But sharing of an existing supply
now,  with South Amboy between Perth Amboy and
taking the excess, Perth South Amboy was nounusual
Amboy will be getting a thing. that municipalities
revenue from what has been were frequently making
a waste, Kurtz pointed out. such arrangements now
and Perth Amboy can afford because underground
to sell water to South Ambuy supplies oi potable water are
at a low rate by present day decreasing and have Lo be
standards, to South Amboy's conserved by sharing

. SEeal smemmm soge bepee e goeearesads e fsumd B o

the water business itself the general public interesi
Mayor J Thomas Cross that South Amboy should be
questioned if the shallow taking an excess of supply of
reserve at South Perth Amboy's in a lime
‘Amboy’s own plant could be when the overall water
expected to match the “‘draw resources are shrinking

off " from the Runyon-Perth Doty observed that

Amboy hne if the Perth
Amboy supply shouia be cut
off Kuriz doubted there ever
could be a total shutoff of the
supply from Perth Amboy
but he was confident the
shallow wells would meet
any emergency

Councilman Frank Tarallo
questioned wh there should.
be an $80 000 deficit in South
Amboy water operations
now when, in the davs of the
Department of Public
Works. the profit from water
operations was $25,000 which
was annuallv relayed to the
general buaget 1o keep down
the tax rate Deotv explained
to him this profit was
obtained by ignoring the
investment n plant upkeep
needs und the bad
breakdown 1n the city's
waler plant of recent vears,

another advantage of buying
water is that South Amboy.
freed of the cost of producing
water, will have means to
rehabihitate 1ls distribution
system. replace old piping it
the streels thal can ho longer
contain water pressure
wtithout leaking. .

With the accertance of the
revort. the Courcil went into
regular session and adopled
the ordinance to buy water
from Perth Amboy There
were no questions or
objections at the public
hearing

() have s
[nlco weekend...

necessitating the $500,000
bonding ordinance as a start
on correcting the situation,
was the result. The auditor
noted that as the efficiency
of the plant dropped off from
lack of money being put into
it for maintenance and
restoration. the costs of
producing water went up and
deficits resulted from trying
to hold to what was once a
pruiitable rate

Kurtz emphasized that a
comparable sitwation in
Perth Amboy has long ago
heen  corrected by a
substantial investment in
plant rehabhtation and
Suuth Ambuy need have no

PETERSON
PHARMACY

Open This Sunday

10a.m to |l p.m
6pm to9p.m. f

T21-01)7

fear of a dropping off of the
working  efficiency  of  the
Perth Amboy plant during
the five vear term of their
agreement

Doty noted the needs of
water department personnel
would diminish  with  the
agreement  with  Perth
Amboy 10 a supervisor and
three line workers  The
councilmen all declared thes
il not want to see any
longhime city workers let go
thereby  The mavor gave
assurance  there would be
plenty of work for them an
ather  departments  that

MAIN
LIQUORS

ON UPPER MAIN
& DAVID ST.

wWide Selection of .
Impoited ond Bomestic’
wines Cordials Liquois

Free Delivery and
Gift Wrapping

721-1164







