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* CAUCUSES, COMPROMISE MOVES, FAIL:
COUNCIL, BOARD, LOCK OVER EDA GRANT

A joint meeting of the
Cowecil and Board of
Bducation on priorities

to each body In

tions for the $829,000

made available to South

Amboy under Phase 11 of the

Public Works Employment

Act Thursday in a

standoff, with each body

an intent to pursue

its own ams regradiess
of the .

There had been an

m«n under Phase |,
the schoo! board was
the acknowledged applicant
to split a $738,00" allotment,
0508,922 to the Board to add
six-room on the existing
school structure and make
reaovations, 0145000 to the
Council for repairs to water
plant (acilities But this went
owt of the window when the
Economic  Development
Administration, applying the
Act, admitted 1t had
in its allotment to
Middlesex County, Ten
towns, including South
Amboy, would bs pared
down 1o make a grant for Old
moy out of Phase |.
was dnm(,l

$100,000 to §089.000. But
time the city ernment
was given the call on revised

appreaches to fit the new

il President Thomas
O'Brieon observed at the
outset of Thursday's

that Aug. 17 was the
{iling date for monies under
Phase 11 and the Council had
sought July 29 1o get a
meeting with the Board to
redefine their res of
spplication but that the
auul members had u"hll:d

& Quorum on that
m. for time
with the filing date near at
hand and a need o go
diroctly into » wider water
improvement ram than
at the time of se | n
June, O'Brien said the
Ooungll was of a mind to splil
thes 0008,000 with the Board,
‘apoh $314.500 in a
slagle application to get
away from 8y
erment (o the

for getting a grant

ications.
Bruce Richmond,

for the Board in the
of John Hulsart,
president, on

, wanted to know
the Board had never
revsived notification of the
status of its
under Phase 1
he had reason to
balieve the Council was in
aetification from EDA of the
$100,000 and need 1o reapply
ol the iowered figure by at
Jomst July 20 without sharing
the communication with the

» until the “illogica.”
came July 3 for a July
. But O'Brien

ted due 48 hours public
had been given for the
July ¥ meeting and the
members were a fault
nol convening on that
te in a number to

tute a quorum.
'Brien chided the Board
that ““in the

of all the people of
eity, we, as public

o

i

gleiivil,

A

b

officlally; we
move ashead, not

protocol, when a
lllh:t:cneomuin."

.au J. Thomas Cross
that the Board not
been concernsd to give

i1,

should not wait to hgih

notiflication to the Counacil
under Phase | when
communication with EDA
was the provence of the
school board, that Council
had o go out and get their
own application to get

mnmon of their own

Richmond denier this was
80, declared that Nicholas
Smolney, business
administrator, had been
duly notified of what the
Board was seeking in all due
time, and that ‘‘no
g:cference was shown to

r a move by the Council.
But Richm insisted that
al the July 6 joint meeting on
the Phase |1 apportionment,
Mayor Cross had
acknowledged the priority of
the Board's position in being
willing to settie for $145,000
for the water plant work as
against allowing $588 000
was needed {or the six rooms
addition and renovations to
get aill South Ambo
children, kindergarten to uK
grade back in city soon
as possible and out of a
schoo! dozen miles away in
Spotswood.

Joh Olexa,
superint t. ciled there
was no need for the Board to
be holding meetings on
revising its six-rooms
addition plan for the 3 days
after July ¢ as it had good
faith on the assurances given
at the July 6 on the priority
of the city's educstional
needs He revealed that it
only after a story a rad
in a shopper Aug. 3 that the
Council would demand
$500,000 of the 9629,000 for its
water plant and leave the
Board with $129,000 to do
with what it could that the
school had reason to
question if there was
something miss.

O'Brien then reminded
them they were now get
the true and correct notice
what the Council had
planned to ask for, $314,500,
to meet a dire water
emergency that
developed since July §, only
advanced because water i; a

rime necessity of life,

yond education of
anything else.
chmond then consented
the Board should have a
caucus to review the matter.
But, when the meeting was
reconvened, Richmond
reported the schoo! board
members had to wonder how
the Council could have been
unaware July 6 of
deterioriation im in
its water plant. Board
:uolﬂdalui:’un further detail,

t w not accepta 50-50
split on EDA funds in that
the Cou:'cil h‘ad read);
sources getting capita
that the Board did not,
Richmond painted out.

The counciimen were told
that the Board's plans to
reconstitute the school
facilitios as s single K-§ unit
in existing sc with the
six rooms added would both
cut out the cost of renting a
lcho?I‘ inm wot:ge and

ng to out-
g'l-vt:wn ation. And also
would reduce the annual
school costs, Joing from
a six year -senior
schooli to a four-year school.

O'Brien told the school
board that in the interval
since July ¢ new faults had
been found in the water plant
and he had the city

M

neineer, Fred Kurtz, to tell
ibout them Kurtz reluted it
18d been necessary to close
down the Conlogue Ave tank
wn that it was “falling apart™
and there was (—vixf:ncv
ground water from rain was
infiltrating the water supply
An immediate source of
working capital is needed t0
cope with the situation,
Kurt: warned, and the Phase
Il Public Works grant if the
only means in prosrecl

O'Brien  replied (o
Richmond's contention that
the Counci) :;Is in favored

ition to apply city credit
r:.bonding to meet its needs
while the school board has to
g::‘ voter approval for any

dinf by referendum The
Council president said it was
obvious the schoolmen did
not appreciate that the
iverning body had two
udgets, the general
operalions and the water
department. He observed
that to float an indebitness
for the water department, it
had to be by revenue bonds
which can only be backed by
revenues from the water
department. But, as the
waler ent is now
mnninf at a deficit of $80,000
annually, no worthwhile
commitment of revenue can
be made.

Kurtzs has furnished the
Council with an estimate of
$168,000 as needed {0 restore
the clearwell tanks at the
water plant and meet the
Conlogue Ave. situation in
addition to the $145.000
commilted in Pase | for a
clarifier and filter media,
the Council president
revealed. O’'Brien repeated
his concern for water supplx
and emphasized that Sout
Amboy was not alone in
water crisis, that Duhernal,
Keyport and Perth Amboy
shared the deterioration in
supply situation in the area
fronting out on Raritaanz.d

But Richmond remi
him the Board would have to
get the taxpayers to assume
an amortization of from
$150,000 to $190,000 over & 20-
year period to get the schools
the six rooms and
renovations by bondin
instead of the $592922 ED
rant to meet the schedule
or attaining the K-8 full time
within existing schools that
State  Department of
Education was requiring.

Mayor Cross retorted the
Council, differing from past
Councilc, had only made
token cuts form the 1977878
school budget, when it was
rejected by the voters, so as
nol to hurt the Board in its
endeavors to raise
educational standards and

off half sessions. But this

Iked the Council in coping
with the deficit in the water
department, he noted, as
there has to be a limit on
taxes that can be imposed at
one time.

Richmond said all the
Board could do as to offer to
split with the city the
$100.000 the Eda was
reducing the city's Phase 11
allotment, the Board's
$592,000 going down$84,500 to
$533.400 and the city's
$145,000 being reduced to
$90,500. This only stirred the
scorn of the councilmen, but

agreedtd caucus.
"‘%- the Council came
out, O'Brien anncunced that
it had been agreed to reduce
(sontinued o

Thursday, August 18, 1977

10 cents

BE SURE TO COMFE. BACK

A key to the ¢ity 1s presented by Masor J. Thomas Cross o

Tom and Josephine Grasso as they Jeave South Amboy Lo take up residence in Florids.
Former Mayur Wilham K O'Leary and Acting Police Chief James Tedesco look on with
approval at th s tender to the Grassos, who have been good citizens for the city in that they
annually sponsored. as city business people, a Tome-Jo's team in boys baseball and
contributed heavily to the support of South Amboy First Aid Squad. The mayor called ou the
Grassos to be sure to use the key to the city in revisits here.

COUNCIL SEEKS $313,110
EDA WATER WORK GRANT

Council directed Tuesday
that Nicholas Smoiney,
business  administrator.
should enter application the
following day. the deadline
for [liling Phase [I
application for grants under
the PS. Public Works
Employment Act, for
$313,110 of the $629,000
allotted to South Amboy for
work on restoring the city's
water works. To this end.
and ordinance was
introduced to appropriate
that amount as a capital
expenditur: that it can be
placed against the letter of
credit to be granted the
Council if the Economic
Dev ent Administratio-
n, dol out the federal
largess, ¢ to honor the
Council's application. The
ordinance will create a right
to expend against revenues
unanticipated in the 1977

COUNCIL WILL ACT
ON MANAGERS NEEDS

Mayor J. Thomas Cross
and Council will inspect
the facilities at the landfill
fields in the coming week to
arrive at decision as to what
should be done on
suggestions pul to them

onday by a committee of
mana and officers of the
Little Laague.

One request was to rescind
demolishment of a small
building used as a

ent stand and to

move it to a location where it
ot s
or equipment. Also

od was the moving of

a fence to a location along
the first base line and

ext the field by 20t A
gdtm fence at a site

across the diamond is asked
A building up of a ?tcher's
mound is aiso asked for.

The foit a 8:00
allowance to buy trophiss tor
82 boys at the Oct. 10 annual
dinner was § te. The

Council will consult with
Jack Nulsart, recreation
., on jons of
how much more money
would be needed.

budget

Phones At Memorial
(S. A Middie Schoo!)
Installed

Principal .
Mayor J Thomas Cross (he Memorial School at

said the monies would

(continued on page 2)

go for
the creating of four shallow gauth Amboy Middle

Board Files For
$592,922; Leases
Used Modulars

John Olexa,
superintendent, confirmed
Tuesday the Board of

Education was filing at the
Aug. 17 deadline for $592 922
of the Employment Act. The
rospectus filed by the
rd calls for construction
of a six-room addition to
public schools on John St.,
converting the old Hoffman
High auditorium to a
cafeteria, redoing the oﬂ
and a number of
m:m'?am‘ f
n the expectancy o
having the adm rooms by
Monday o accept. bids on
to on
used n!oﬂhn to locate on
the lot on the west side of
John 8t., adjoining the
administration offices, to
house the 4th grade.
Educational Facilities,
, put in & base bid of
957,200 for rental of four
classrooms for three years
(used modulars). Broken
down, the rental is for $21,200
in the 1977-78 year, $18,000
for each of the next two
years. The Board can cut off
the rental any year.

The other two bids wers on
new trailers. Base bid for the
three years from A. H.
Harris & Sons. Wanamassa.
was $137.730. broken down to
$37:500 for 1977-78 and $30,000
for each of the next tao
vears. Space Rentals.
(Carteret’'s base bid for three
vears was $148.052, $35 511
for 1977-78 and $34.768 3 for
each of the pext two years

Workmert are busy now
getting the sewer. water and
electricily tie-ins for the
modulars in place that they
can be located and brought
to proper furnishing by the
Sep. $opening of school.

that will house
School
grades 58 in the 1977-78
school year, announces that
parents of chiidren in \hese
grades can get informed
about the Memorial setup by
honing the school in
tswood Mondays through
Fridays starting 9 a.m.
through3p.m.

Questions on the overall
school setup can be
addressed the principal’s
office at 281-7330 or 251-7383.
This will include queries on
businr, On health
inoculation, and hynlca[
education activities, the
school nurse, Miss Quinlan,
can be reached at 251-7381.
Information about plt:ne study
program and the placement
of pupils in it can be gained

by calling the guidance
d{rector. k&u Bishop, at 331-
7332

The 251 exchange is in the
local call area for the South

Amboy phones.

~
Main Liquer Stere
On Upper Main & Dovid .
wu.m:!"
Impor 108 ond Oomonic
Wines - Cordinle - Liguery

723-1104

-1J. Harrigan Ca., Inc.

— Heos! Evtale & Insuranse —
1250 Re 9 South Amboy

mse |

MADURA
PHARMACY

Open This Sunday |

épm 1010 p.m.

In Cose of Emergency
Call y31.7090
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