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GRAND MARSHALL
OF LOCAL PARADE

A parade honoring St
Patrick, patron saint of
ireland, will be held in South
Amboy, Sunday, March I8

#irst held three years ago
when Frank Connolly, a
smiljng Irishman with a
lilting brogue, led a small
&roup of marchers {rom his

onsghan House down lo
I, the parade this
year may incl some 700
real “honorary”’ lrish
men and women.

Connolly, asking for both
marchers and spectators,
said, "“The spirit of St
Patrick, like the spirit of
America, transcends ethnic
and nationa) boundaries. We
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REPUBLICANS BLAIMED FOR
CITY HALL FLOOD, VOTE COST

Council moved Tuesday to
repair the City Hall roof
from which much damaging
isakage ran down lo lower
{loors in the flooding rains on
Feb. 24. The Council voted

by y resolution to
appm $15,000 for
irs, the amount to be an
addendum to the 1977
budget. The Northern
ing Co., Pearl River,
was relained to make the
emergency repairs before
another flooding rain should
occur. The firm is bonding
the job at \he $15,000 limit.
The Council hired the
roofers onh the
recommendation of R. J.
O’'Neill. Perth Amboy

can all enjoy being ‘Irish’ on architecl, who was retained
St. Patrick’s Day, and we
hope everyone in the South
Amboy area will come out to
the parade ™

Council President Thomas
()’Brien s the grand
marshal and guests of honor
include the Rev John
Sullivan, pastor ot St
Cecilia’s Church in Kearny .
Mayor J. Thomas /‘ross and
former Mayor and Mrs.
William E. O'Lesry

Marchers have been asked
to assemble at noon at the
Monaghan House, apd
parade time is scheduled for
1:30 p.an. The route will be
down So. Pine Ave. 1o
Bordentown Ave . down
Stevens Ave, to Augusta St ..
and then up Broadway to
City Hall.

Leading the parade will be
the VFW Color Guard of OW
dge. Among area groups
lplil? are the Fire
., the First Aid Squad,
(he Lions Club and the
of Columbus from
Amboy and the ELKS
FROM Sayreville.
The Kenmure Pipe Band
of Parlin, led by Pipe Major
Bell, will set the
tempo. The group
includes pi from New
.Jersey. laware and
Pennsylvania, ranging in
age [rom 15 to 50.
Corned Boof and
Cabbage Dinner
Following the perade, at
approximately ¢ p.m.,
corned beef angd cabbage will
be served st the Monaghan
House, 400 So. Pine Ave.
Serving with Connolly on
the parade commniiltee are
t John Kenny and Alfie
0'Conner.
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al 435 per hour Lo design and
direct repairs und consuit
about City Hall problems in
general. The building has
incurred a number of
construction  deficiencies

" since it was built in 1970.

Patricia  Moran, a
spectator, suggested the
Counci)l enter into a
preventilive maintenance’’
arrangeinent so that the city
would be hit “all at one
time’’ costs for repairs.

Counciiman Thomas
O'Brien a there was
merit in this but he blamed
the financial on the
upkonv of City Hall on the
Republican majority,
former Councilmen James
Inman, Kenneth Rogers and
Staniey Jankowski, who held
office 1972-1976

('Brien dectared that
when he and how Mayor J
Thoms«s Cross had laken
their places on the Council in
1975. thev had fought with
Inman, Rogers and
Jankowski to get funds for
the repairs and upk of
City Hall roof in the ets
of 1975 and 1976 but each
time the controlling GOP
trio had said “'not one cent’’.
Mayor Cross a that
because (] this
shortsightedness  heavy
added cost for repairs had
come about.
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To Ralse The
irish Flag

St. Patrick’s Day will be
observed again this year
with the raising of the Irish
Flag on the Flag Pole at CHK
Hall Plaza Thursday. Marc
17,977,

The day will begin with the
8 AM. mass at St. Mary's
Church after which the
assembly will meet at City
Hall for the Flag raising
ceremony.

The annual raising of the
flag had its start in 1949 by
the Mayor John D. Leonard
and has been held each year.
The Ladies Auxiliary of the
Ancient Order of Hibernians
of South Amboy were the

and do so till
today. Mrs. Marcella
DeMarco has been and still
serves a chairman of this
ceremony  with  her
committee of members.

Thomas O’'Brien,
Councilman at large will
raise the flag” this yesr

mudulnm‘wlo\lyun
by Mr. Al Pavich,
An Invitation is extended

to all to take rﬂ in this
muz:m.u.w

17,1m.

Councilman Richard
Schultz slso had a rap to
level at the three
Republicans. He declared
that their ~ontinued
absent:rg theinselves from
Counidl ineelings in
December, 1976, had forced
the City into the March 1
special election, that Frank
‘Taratio, the Mayor's choice,
could have been appointed
Jan. 1 otherwise, sparing the
{axpayers the estimated
$3,500 cost of the special
election.

Nicholas Smolney,
business  administrator,
commented on the $1500
item for the City Hall roof
that $20,000 had been put in
the budget he is submitting
to the present Council, so
that a total line
appropriation for the C(lity

all irs will not be
excnd':‘ by the mergency
a tion.

Iso blamed on the 1976
trio was & failure to remove
a Iree about which a

spectator found (fault,
claiming it had been
promised last  year.

Councilman Robert Noble,
chairman of the Shade Tree
Commission last year, said
he had sought to get $20,000
put in the 197¢ for tree
:;rcvige and m'"“.:’é
nman, Rogers,
Jankowski tric had ct the
Commission's funds to
$5,000,

The Council was also
asked if anything was been
done about Lhe deteriorating
condition of the former
Marathon Garage, bought by
the city. in the Mayor
felt there been neglect in
times past that was putting
an cnerous burden on the
presen: Council.

Smoiney confirmed the
city full time employees had
elected to be ted by
Middlesex Council No. 7
union at a vote Feb. 25.

Coungjl voted ‘lo send a
jetter to Sayreyille Council
about {easing ot buying more
land at the water plant in
Morgan section of Sayreviile
that a recreation site at that
location could be restored.
The need to change the site
for a clarifider and new well
work has forced the
abandonment of a site sued
for years.

Bids were accepied for the
work on the infield and the
irrigation system at the
landftil Little League and
other baseball sields, there.
A low bid of $11,384.08 wax
‘acce%ted from Cardell,
Keasbey, for the water
mains. Mayor Cross
observed the job could be
done at least figure by using
city employees, but the early
date for the start of the
season made it imperative
the work be contracted.
Work on the infields is being
contracted at $3,300, too.

" PETERSON
PHARMACY
‘Open This Sunday

100.m. 10 1 p.m.

6pm.to9p.m.
720197
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AT “HANK” MEGLLE'S BANQUET -- Over 500 well-wishers honored “Hank'™ Megill at a
Testimonial Dinner and Dance Saturday evening, March 5, at the Seven Arches in Perth

Pat Rock, Jr. was in charge of arrangements. Mayor J. Thomas ('ross presented the guest
of honor with the exchief's badge. Rev. Ronald Cloffl offered the Invocstion and Joseph

Keenan was the loastmaster.

The guest speaker was Assemblyman Thomas Deverin. Other speakers were: Fire Chief
James Nemeth, Ist Asst. Chief John Donnelly and Znd Asst. Chief James Reilly. A musical
presentiation was rendered by Helene Polowciyk and Claire Lewandoski.

Presentations were made by Pat Rock, Jr. Evelyn Freeman, and Edward Condiracel.

in phote (standing L. to r.) Joseph Keenan, Fire Chiel James Nemeth, Mayor J. Thomas
Cross. Seated: “Hank'™ Megill and Assemblyman Thomas Deverin.
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Public Hearings On School, .
Municipal Budgets Tonight

Taxpayers who care that
much are put in a quandry
tonight when both cit
Council and the Soul
Ambiy Board of Education
are public heari
on their ets. If
Council is scrupulous about
holding to its hour of
assemblage, 7 pm., 1t is
possible taxpayers can
make both sessions the
school board's hearing beint
at 8 pm. at Hoffman Hig
auditorium.

Wenicipal Budget
The 1977 Municipal Budge‘.
incorporates  considerable

changes in accounting from

last year, even the

roﬂcy of doing without a tax
or municipa rposes is
continued. Total operation
this year, $1,831,053.46
increases but little over the
$1,775,790.24 last year, a
$55,000 matter that can be
absorbed by the increase in
total ratables.

But the change takes on
significance in the
$088,087.50 for Salaries and
Wages against 9860,842 last
year and $872943.95 to
$944,937.2¢ for Other
Expenses in 1976. This does
not necessarily mean that
salaries have taken u big
jump and that there has been
a big slash in the running of
the city, rather than seme
itens covered in the
expense bracket last year
have shown up Salaries this
year,

Administrative Salaries
were Jumped st $59.700 last
yoar but they are detailed

.this year, the Mayor and

Council getting $34,162 this
yeoar an other
administrators  $35,499,

about the same in total
Changes in the Salaries
accounts are minimal and

Funds,
salaries,
cxpenses dro
$108,720 in the beachfront
program is no longer
available. This at least puts
the taxpayer in & position to
uestion the Revenue
haring finance that all
taxpayers missed when a
poorly publicized hearing on
the issue was heid in
January.

Another innovation in the
present budget is the
appropriation of $6v,000 to
cover a deficit in Water
Operations when it is hoped
that the wiler rates
being introduced and the
drive on  water tax
delinquents will make up
this and more in the coming
year, letting the $30,000
accrue to surpius next year.

Even though there is great
concern about the city’s
losing high industrial
ratables, particularly Jersey
Central Power and t, the
Council cannot discourse on
the matter as It is one of
asseesment a Is, beyond
the goverg‘:lgu' body;
provenance. But rate
—y { levy last "
89.5 percent of levy yoar
against 94.5 in 1973, because

JCP&L's resistance to
paying taxes on an
assessment it has gone to
law about. The Council as
accordingly found need to
raise the of Ressrves
for Uncollected Taxes to
$228,407.44 this year from
$144,000 in 1976. could
become an increasingly
grave matter.

But the Council is sitting
on a surplus of $043,206.63, as
of Dec. 31, 1978, from which
no more than $300,000 was

over $I1U0.00  for
while other
off because

taken to heep down the tax

rate this .
1977°78 School Dudget

had a balance of ~nly

$136.215.54 June 30, 1976, 00
they could not take anything
out of balances to down
the tax in their §1,904,388 '77-
‘78 budget. They had to jump
their tax levy from $1,410,084
for the current year to
$1,500,422 next . The
sy windfall that was
to come from the income tax
a rs not to be all that was
anticipated. The board s
ting $336,808 this year and
124.33¢ for  special
programs from Trenton. But
next year
Department of
control will tighten as state
aid for direct use of the
Board to 221,83 and
the state hightens its contrel
over the programs |ts
mandated, assigning
$215,478 in state aid to be
administered as Trentoa
soes fit.
The intensity of the
struggle between the Board
and the South Ambey

the salary is built wp
this of the Board ¥
kup.notonlywlthlnth;

on !
{continued on page 7)
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