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Three-Man Fire Watch

In Cold Emergency

Mayor J. Thomas Cross
related at Tussday's Council
mesting measures being
taken (o combat the
incidencs of zerocold and
ey snowdrifts in South
Amboy. The mayor said he

was especially impressed by
a neommon!ntion fromSgt.
Francis Norek, city police,
o have three men stationed
at each fire house overnight
during the deep [reeze

emergency that quick alarm
and fast movement of

mmt could result in the
low temperatures which are
s0 conductive to fire

emergencies. The mayor
gralud the work of the

Department in snow
clearance to move

the
emergency vehicles.
James da, who said
he, not talking as a fire
officer, but as a private
cilizen, declared he was
sod the three-man watch
d been instituted but
doubted that it could be
effective as intended. He
m‘ to know wh&n
was going lo
done about the alarm
[ un'i..mmaya' lol:lu h.iemd
t the plehtrons purc
last year were intended to
meke up for any deficiencies
cf the alarm system in
mrinllﬁmmn warning in
“his homne that an alarm had
come in. The mayor said the
council was well aware of
the shortcomings of the
alarm system, but was not
cognizant where the $150,000
to $180,000 needed to restore
the alarm system would
come from.
Beshada said that the
plechtrons were of
uestionable value in the
ytime when the firemen
are away {rom home at Lhewr
jobs. e declared the
firemen did not carry the
plechtrons with them. In
this, he observed. the cit
was less fortunate that P
Amboy where the individual
fireman has a becper on him
that records the alarm of fire
and gives location of the
blaze. In this, Beshada
recalied, the 1976 Council
was unlucktz'.n in that bg.::
beeper sys came a
shortly after South Amboy
had become committed to
the htrons and that, for
all its greater cost, Perth
Amboy had been able to
finance them through a
federal grant. A ion
from Counciiman Richard
Schultz that South Amboy
could seek such f(ederal
favor also t report
from Beshada that South
Amboy could not be so
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favored, that Perth Ambny

was one of 24 cities of )
population and ‘Mem

characteristic waeo could
rate the benevolence of the

federal government in this ‘

way.

Schultz noted tte
lechtrons had cost $74,000
or the 180 line {oremen in
the department and this was
E:;:lly much a citrv with
South Amboy's limitations
could do on its own. But
Beshada commented that
the alarm system had grown
so ineffective that he could
not hear, 300 feet away in his
employment, when the
alarm sounded forth at city
hall. Beshada also

3uuuonod how many of the -

istrict sirens were in
working order. But Mayor
Cross snaid he had rerm t they
were all working well.
Beshada warned another
deficiency in South Amboy
fire protection was the inept
working of the indicators. He
found that firemen
responding to an alarm
could be sent in diverse
directions by this flaw, so
much so that a fireman
mounting a truck had to hope
to get reliable intelligence in
lurning on a radio.

continued on page 7

NOBLE HEADING
BOARD OF HEALTH

Counciiman Hobert Noble
was elected president for
1977 of the South Amboy
Board of Health at its

organization meeting
Monday. Chester Meinzer
Jr. is vice-president. Natalie
Brennan continues as
secretary and Rita Muller as
ar of vital statistics.

Appointment o
g. " as heid over msu:
‘also was action of do;"md
cat licensing and the

.contract with the Somerset

Humane '
matters on which an
atiorney’s advice is desired.
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‘S1. Mary

' TESTIMONIAL DINNER FOR

aOn  Sunday  evemng,
Janpuary 6. 1977, Hey
James J McConnell, Pastor
of St Mary's Parnsh, was
honored at a Testimonial
Dinner at Lhe Pines in
Edison.  The dinner followed
4 Concelebrated Liturgy at
‘s Chwrch.

Father McConnell, a
graduate of St. Francis’
College in Brooklyn and St.
Honaventure's Seminary in
New York was ordained in
1954 He served in Christ the
King Parish, Manville; St.
Dorothea’s in Eatontown
and [mmaculate Conception
in Somerville prior to
coming to St. Mary's. After
acting as administrator for
one and a half years he was
appointed  Pastor on
December 8, 1970,

l.ast  month Father
announced his resignation
from St. Mary's ., order that
he could pursue continuing
studies at the Religious
Institute for the Clergy at
Notre Dame University.

During his stay at St
Mary's. Father has {ostered
a tremendous increase in the
:firiunl and community life

the parish by guiding the

toward a
iturgy, developing and
encouraging a arish
Council, Marriage
Encounter Group, Christian
Concern Corymittee and
actively supporting the
many other arish
organizations. In addition,
he was the administrator of
both the Elementary and
High School and also,
this seven years di
ns for the removation of
Rectory and the Church
in time for the 100th
Anniversary  Celebration
which took urll:sclr on
September . 1978
However, with all of these
sccomplishments, Father
» en (]
McConnell takes the
greatest pride in the
construction of a new
entrance to the Churc
Dandicapped, aad the. aged
but also symbolizes Father's
desire for all persons to have
access to the spiritual and

mlswmo(un

It was because of this
concern

for all lprhhnun
that the e honored

ive

SOUTH AMBOY PASTOR

MoeConnell

IFather on
Sunday

The testimonial
celebration began with the
Liturgy at 4 ﬁ,.m.
Concelebrants of the 88
with Father McConnell were
the assistants at St. Mary’s,
Rev: Ronald Cioffi, and Rev.
William Breslin also Rev.
Michael Vona, Rev. Richard
]iielqm. _Rev. Abbott Hope,

v. Francis Klimkiewiez,
Rev. Thomas Dentici, Rev.
Francis Gunner, Rev.
Armond Pedata, Rev.
Francis Kasper, Rev. John
Coyle and Deacon Lawrence
solan. Liturgical Music was
provided by -the Church
Choir under the direction of
Frank Hughes and Mary Lou
Sirignano, organist and by
the Folk Group directed by
Kathy Keyes.

During the ceremonies
presentations of offertory
gifts were made b

tatives of the
socletios and as the ight

continuad on page 2

S.AEXEMPTS
TO MEET
The South Amboy Exem
Firemens Assoc. will

their monthly meeting on
'lll“u.yday, Junlul 3, ;lm at
Progressive ouse,

Bordentown Ave.at8p.m.

President Robest Hackett
invites all members to

attend. Refreshments will be
served.

—

DINNER TO HONOR
- EXFIRE CHIEF
HANK MEGILL

Ex-Fire Chief Hank Megill
will be honored at a dinner
on March 3, 1977 at the Seven

" Arches, Fayette St., Perth
Amboy

Tickets are available at
$15.00 per person which
includes cocktails and

be
from officers of the Fire Co.,
at Euglish Chevren, the Post

Offios or at Brothers Inn.’
Mu-uuonwmmh;

Monday, January 31, 1977,

SCHOOL BOARD JOINS

COUNTY SUIT AGAINST EDA

South Amboy Board of
Education vol.ej Thursday 7-
2 to join in a class action suit
being sponsored by the
Middlesex County Board of
Freeholders and paid for by
the county to br:l suit in
federal court to get an
answer from the U.8.
Eeonomic  Development
Agency as to why no
Middiesex County project
gained an allotment under
the 2-billion public wn ks
unemployment relief act.
There were 33 Middlesex
projects that were listed as
meeting  the required
criteria, yet not one received
anything from the funds
alloted to New Jersey. This
ied six municipalities and
school districts having
projects accepted for
consideralion going with the

LOCKER CEILING
TO BE TESTED
FOR ASBESTOS TRACE

South  Amboy  school
officials are awai ing report
on any hazard that may exist
from asbestos used in the
com%:ition of a ceiling -

Board was notified
of the comdition Thursday.
John Olexa, superintendent
said he had ordered two
strips taken from the ceil
in the coach's office a
locker room of the h
school to have the
composition analyzed as to
asbestos content. The
the only place hroughout the

y place t
schools that

was
believed to be & of the
ceiling composi

. Some
ashestos may also be in use
in the boiler room fixtures,
but this area is not available
to the students.

John Kuhn, building and
grounds chairman,
commented that the ceiling
from which the stri is
T taken is 18 uﬂub , 80

alr space being to
any particulates of tos
is much greater than the
areas of Howell schools
where the asbestos
was reported with resuitant
fears among parents of

§

tud-nupnuln'gu‘d uu::

]

school in all periods
any reaction or
. also noted

that a locker room is only a

place of short period usage,

not a schoolroom, such as in

promptly.
Kuhn reported that of
renovations

county in the suit against
EDA.

South Amboy's project
was a bid for a grant of $4.9
million to build a school
on the 9.5 acre la tract
in accordance with

formulated for the J
1978, referendum .»
such a school there at 8.9
fondiing "The 'piace. boing
) ns
available for an urlym
of construction met the
E'\me criteria of the EDA

v i

But the $4.98 million
to build on the
il has never met the
a al of Board members
omas Levandoski and
Edmund Kaboski and they
continued their opposition
Thursday, even though
were sharply criticiged for it
by the majority Board
members as casting a
reflection of the whole
county's move against the
EDA by making the Board
become a party to the Board
of suit without
the tota)

its
ynhn. to the presentation-
a strong and unified case.
When John  Olexa
superintendent, uud
the Board join Wit‘hu'&t six
other municipalities and the
county in dema an
answer to why the EDA was
passing over Middlesex's
m\: unemﬂayfmont
m Lo sprea avars
elsewhere, Levandoski

consents

Levandoski there was
documw.w:‘rzd tol show it had
or
by the EDA and that it stood
1th in Middlesex

projects. The
obwerved that fact only

continued on page 7
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remaining -
the 197677 budget, °

SCHOOL BOARD
ELECTION DEADLINE
FEBRUARY 17th

Announcement was made
at the South Amboy Board of
Education meeting
Thursday that persons
wishing to file for the annual
school election Mar. 3 must
turn their petitions in at the
Board office on John 8t. by 4
p.m. Feb. 17. There are twe
termd o ts now

and Yooo Kb

2

| Open This Suaday

6p.m.to 10p.m,







