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JCPt L Withholding Taxes During
Appeal; Vail Moves Into Case

A notification from the tax
accountant of Jersey Central
Power * Light that the
utility would no longer
voluntarily pay tana to the
City of South Amboy on it* E
H. Werner station BO long ai
the valuation on that plant
remains at $8.fr7ft,5oo or
anyting near that figure has
confronted the city
administration with a grave
tax problem for 1977 This
year Grow Receipt, Taxes
of f 1,531,540.10 made up
much of the Anticipated
Revenues to keep down the
1171 tax rate Bui from first
date of notification from JCP
* L , Aug. II, to Dec. 31.non
payment of taxes by the
utility is animated by John
Vail, law director, to mean a
doubling of the $144,000 1976
Reserve for Oncollected
Taxes in the 1977 budget,
plus other tax revenue
problems to jolt upwards 'he
1177 tax rale.

Despite their strained
relationships, Vail informed
Mayor J. Thomas Cross by
letter Dec 27 that he has
acted in accordance with the
Mayor's instructions in a
letter from Nicholas
S m o l n e y , b u s i n e s s
administration, under Dec
S date, to have a motion
filed in court to compel JCP
atL to pay-a pccccntagc ot
the taxes being withheld to
prevent the doubling of the
Reserve for Uncollected 1976
taxes in the 1977 budget

Vail admits this is a late
filing in that it should have
been filed directly after Del
14 when the Middlesex
County Board of Taxation
denied a JCP ft L appeal to
have the assessment on the
E. M. Werner plat cut from
•8.975.500 to a fractional
$2*1,627 And the utility
advised Oct W it was
continuing to voluntarily
refuse to pay taxes pending
the term of an appeal from
the county tax board's
affirmation of the South
Amboy Tax Board's
determination. Vail set Nov
18, when the JCP A L appeal
was entered with the State
Division of Tax Appeals as
ihe last date for summary
action against JCP A L to
compel payment of all
current taxes.
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Vail concedes his role is
complicated in the situation
by noting the following:

Clark W Con very. Esq..
was specifically retained by
the governing body to
represent the city on tax
appeals, including the JCP ft
L appeal, as it represents a
$8,000,000 reduction in
assessed value. He
represented the city before
the Middlesex County Board
of Taxation, and it was my
impression he would
continue to represent the
city on the appeal. 1 was not
present when the case was
presented to the Middlesex
County Board of Taxation,
and I have no knowledge ot
the evidence which was
presented. I was not advise
of the Boards decision in the
matter In the event I am to
argue the motion to
represent the city on appeal,
it will be necessary for the
city to purchase a transcript
oi the proceedings before the
Middlesex County Board of
Taxation prior to the hearing
on the motion. I will also
need a copy of the notice of
appeal and all papers filed in
the matter in order to
prepare the city's defense ''

Vail adds: "In filing the
motion, I wish to point out
that such motions are not
routinely grafted. While Mr
Smolney has sighed an
affadavit prepared by my
office, setting forth the
inability of the city to absorb
a doubling in its 1977
Reserve for Uncollected
Taxes, that in itself may not
be sufficient to sustain the
city's position that payment
should be forced. I have had
no opportunity to investigate
this matter and provide
other defenses "

Unless the city gets a
directive from the courts to
compel JCP ft L to pay
taxes, the utility could go tax
free all 1977 waiting for its
case to come before the
Sure Board of Tax Appeals

Convery is strongly
rumored to be the law
director to be named by
Cross when the Mayor
r e m o v e s V a i l
Unquestionably the Council
to take office J an. i will
reaffirm Convery s sole
authority in the case, but a
motion of record in the city's
name by Vail will
complicate the situation. t

A PRAYER
FOR PEACE

Mayor, Vail
Legal Showdown

At Early Date
A confrontation with the

incumbent law director.
John Vail, and seemingly
inevitable litigation over it

rears to be an early order
business for the 1977

Council after Richard
Schultx, Hubert Noble and
Chester Meinzer Jr. are
sworn into it Jan. 1. Thomas
Cross avows he will not
hestitate to recommend
Frank Tarallo be chosen by
the new Council Jan. l to
complete its ranks as a five
member body despite
admonitions from Vail that
such action would be illegal
and make of questionable
validity all acts of the 1977
Council with Tarallo seated

Receipt of a letter dated
Dec 23 from the Arthur W
Burgess law firm , Perth
Amboy, as attorneys for
Vail, brought the matter to a
head for the Mayor The
Burgess letter states it is in

continued on pa«* 2

S|N<;iN<; sn\<;s OK ( HKlSTMAS-joseph Scandur. srirrury of the old Bridge-8ayrevlJle
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Walter Kross Named
Chairman of Polish Festival

Waltr r Kross [WIN
named ^I'lui.it rh,ni man for
the I«77 I'nlish hVstival to be
held at (he New Jersey
Garden State Art (.'enter on
June 51 h. He had served as
Slate Ticket Chairman for
the 1975 and 1976 Polish
Festival.

Mr. Kross is a well known
orchestra leader in the New
York-New Jersey area and is
a member of AFM Local 373
in Perth Amboy. Leader of
an active 9 piece orchestra
he commemorates his 40th
year as its leader.

Know for his charitable
work, Mr. Kross has been
active with the March of
Dimes. Mental Health,
Muscular Dystrophy, Sight
Conservation, Sister Kenney
Foundation, Brain Injured
Children. Youth Club. St
Michael's Orphan Children,
and Is presently taking an
active part in the Senior

Citizens Club.
A former Sayrevtlle

Councilman, he served as
»h» rt •-man nf Police.
Watei i? sewer, Welfare*, end
Fire He is former building
inspector for the borough of
Sayrevtlle and past
president of the Sayreville
Builders Association.

Mr Kross resides in
Morgan, is president of
Kross Aluminum Products
and operates his business
Ironi there He was recently
re elected president of the
I'ulaski Citizens Club of
I'erth Amboy and will start
tu> second term in January.

Mr Kross plans a festive
program for the Polish
Festival and invites all
interested parties to attend
the meeting on January 4th
at the Parkway Authority
Building in Woodbridge. The
meeting will start at 8 P.M.
at which time committees
will be announced.
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BOARD MAJORITY REJECTS PLANS
DRAWN FOR H.S. AT JOHN ST.

Bids were taken on the
Lower Main St. sewer line
yesterday. There were three
bidders. The lowest bid was
144,100 But action on the
bids is reserved to the Jan. 4
Council meeting to give
Nicholas Smolney, business
administrator, and Fred
Kurtt, city engineer, time in
which to analysis them as to
c o n f o r m a n c e w i t h
specification* The new city
attorney will also have to
approve one to be taken.

South Amboy Board of
Education was supplied
Thursday with estimates of
building .i nigh bciHiuI on tin
John St. tract by two
members sponsoring the
project, Thomas Levandoski
and Edmund Kaboski. Total
estimated coat, a* supplied
the two members by the
architect they hired at their
own expense is $4,733,700.
They submitted plans
showing a structure of 29
teaching stations, 18
classrooms and a capacity
for 735 students. It would tie
into the existing building on
the 1.5 acre John St. tract.

The new building would
have 77,000 sq. ft. space and
would come to a total of
$3,795,000 in general
construction witn an
architectural fee of $337,700;
legal, bonding and surveys
•80,000 and insurance, clerk
of the works and temporary
heat $70,000. A contingency
fund of $200,000 if allowed.
Breaking through the waU of
the old building would be
$43,000 and furniture,
cabinets and bleachers
would gross $380,000.

There is no cost included
for land acquisition as the
Council is presumed to
supply the site once title Is
totally cleared to the
location of the old city hall.
But a hitch developed here
this week when John Vail,
law director, notified the
Council he was taking title
people off the project until
his relationship* with the
Mayor and Council are
better clarified, especially
after Jan. 1.

But this hitch was
i n c o n s i d e r a b l e to

Levandoski and Kaboski
compared to the coolness
with which the plans and
specifications were r*cii*i*
by rhelr fellow Boartf-
members. And the intense
criticism of the layout it
a c a d e m i c a l l y a n d
administratively impractic-
al, especially on the part of
John Olexa, superintendent.
Levandoski and Kaboski
were aiming for Board
concurrence in the
acceptability of the plans
snd specifications, that
George Otlowskl Jr., Boartf
attorney, could present tawan
with the Board's
endorsement at a hearing by
the State Commissioner of
Education Jan. 13 on the
propriety of the John St. silt
being ruled out by Dr. Irving
Peterson, of the FacUMas
Planning Division, at being
suitable for a location for a
school.

Olexa led the assault on
the plans after Levandoski
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IN APPRECIATION John Goosetrey. president of Old
Bridge-Say rev tile Kutary Club, presents a check to Alen
Pendelton, director, for the Cedar Ridge High School Choir.
TtM Choir's singing at the Christmas parties of the Club for
the past six years nave been the features of the Clubs Yule
observances. The Cedar Ridge singers are so excellently
rtfarded that they were invited to Europe for presentation
last year

ROTAR1ANS LIVING IT IP AT YULE PARTY-Old Bridge-
Sayreville Rotartes and Kotary-Anns, wives of members,
take time out from high Christmas party jolity to sit in rap
attention at the renditions of the Cedar Ridge High School
Choir of songs for the holy day

SEW YEAH WITH A
HEARTFELT HOPE THAT
SOON WE SPIRIT Or ESDI HIM,
PEACE WILL SPREAD TO ALL ME!S
OF ALL VATIO\S AROIM) THE WORM.

COWINO'S HAIRSTYLING

NOTESXOMHENT
{fever take yourself

(Mfloyaly. The world is
t |0Vt»t.

• • * *
Jl*a almoAt time for

OVMyaM to look for new
calendars,

• # • •
A good neighbor knows

a«» to live a*d let others

• • • • .

This) ietto time of yew
who* advertising pays

The best way to accu-
mulate* money \a to ttave
some of what you are now
making.

• • • •
Our own idea is that

the world. ha» too much
printing and too little
reading.

• # • •
Do you try to get all

the facta before criti
ing aomeofto
thingf

or *ome-

e e e •
rVw fritnde come

ia

Now that heating billa
•tint be paid, stumer
didn't s**a «o bad after
all.

BOARD mAKmm
DRAWN FOR H.B. AT

MAYOR. VAIL LEGAL SHOWDOWN
AT lARLY DATE. eonOnu* from p«fa l
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has prsised them in an
introduct
more concise in
money-saving in
vastly superior in location to
a Kwo.ooo high school the
majority of the board
projects for the landfill.
(Hexa declared at the outset
this was in no way the case
as the landfillv school would
house 776 students in grade*
7 12 whil an analysis of the
plans by himself and other
local school administrators
set 665 as to the limit of
students that could be

jammed" in the John St.
structure.

Worse to Olexa waa that
the John St. high school
plans would do nothing to get
the elementary school off
spiit sessions. Olexa said 34
additional classrooms are
needed to get the elementary
school clear of split sessions
He seized upon a suggestion
by Levandoski that five
n.oms could be remodeled to
the needs of the high school
m the jointure with the
existing building to show this
meant an actual loes of
seven rooms from making
the elementary school a
single one session facility by
a combining of the existing
elementary and high
schools.

The superintendent
continued his attack on the
John St. plans by pointing
out that such easential
facilities as a chemistry lab.
a jookkeeping room, a study
hall, a driver-ed room, a
library, a home economics
room, a drafting room and a
gymnasium were so
inadequately laid out in
so. us re footage, in his
opinion, that the number of
students that could be
accommodated in these
areas would have to be cut
down from the present
useage Olexa pointed out
that the present areas have

denounced as
inadequate by an evaluating
team from the state, so the
superintendent could not see
how the architect hired by
Levandoski and Kaboski
could have followed the state
spec i f i ca t ions made
available to him by the
Hoard

Olexa also blastnd a
suggestion of a common use
of facilities by both high
si-hool and grammar school
students Levandoski has
hailed this as a money and
nrne saving factor in
keeping both schools on the
sane .site But Olexa insisted
the state would never allow
the two schools to have a
common library and the idea
of primary pupils sharing
toilet accommodations with
high school students was
especially repugnant to
Olexa.

Bruce Richmond, a former
Board president, found the
figure of $41,000 for breaking
out the south wall of the
existing high school for a t*e-
uiunreeJiaucaUy low bryond
belief He called the fijfures
for structural steel 1400,000;
plumbing WO.QOO; heating
and ventelating ttso.ooo;
electrical 9736.000; elevator
140,000 and land*vaping
UO.000 devoid of relationship
te costs that he and
contractors and architects
met with in estimating and
buiHing three-story
strucarea today. Richmond
saw no way the plans for
placing boilers in an
undersiurcture would ever
meet the criterion of steam
boiler insurers. As for the 20-
ft. leeways allowed around
the building, Richmond
found them only to be
hideouts for vandals and
criminals and in no way
meeting the need for suitable
site areas And Richmond
boare dowi> crlUcauy on the
piteement of stairways to
me number of pupils to come
out Into them from the upper
fleers in case of a fire

.___ _ were tearing
the Jean ft pisas apart with
criticism without allowing
the designer, Max Vog#r
Rahway, a chance to come In
and justify his concepts.
Levandoski said the
architect has followed the
same criteria as had been
used in large modem schools
fur Elisabeth. Rahway and
Linden

But Miv-hael Charmello
saw no reavm for the Board
to become committed in any
way to the Levandooki-
Kaboski projects and its
architectural planner when
prof e s s i o n a 1 a n d
knowledgeable people in the
Board's own provence had
attested to its utter
inadequacy. Concurring
headehakinf by the other
majority members of the
Board waa all the answer
that Levandoski and
Kaboski could get

felt the majority
Board members and the

to the Mayor*
"Illegal attempt to remove
V a i l a s law director*
4 ^ ^ e B f BBBBBBBBB/ B^BB^SjaSBSj BJB^ p̂ V aJBBBBBBf BlBJâ Br

Mayor "we hereby make
formal demand for a hearing
and statement of charges."

The Burgees letter further
recites the demand for
hearing ia made "without
waiving the illegality end
voidneaa as to any notice
which may have been filed
relative to the Intention to
remove Vail from office."
The totter winds up with a
warning that "any attempt
to remove Vail from office
will be met with prompt and
immediate legal action."

Mayor Cross responded
quickly under date of Dec. 27
in a letter to Vail. The Mayor
advised he had forwarded

Cross further advised Vail
of his full confidence In the
right of a Mayor to remove •
department head and found
VaU the heed of the city's
department of law. The
Mayor added that he "found
it difficult to understand how
you can serve as law
director when you threaten
to sue Council President
O'Brien and when you advise
Arthur Burke of his legal
rights and status against the
City of South Aroboy How
can a client rely on his
attorney who acts
accordingly?" The Mayor
averred these considerations
helped him decide Vail
would be replaced Dec. si as
law director.
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and consideration." Cross
commented that, as Vail had
not responded to the Mayor'
sle'ter of Dec. 2 asking for
Vr *s voluntary resignation,
he had duly informed Vsil of
a determination to replace
him Dec. 31. Cross noted that
the Council has had three
regular or special meetings
since Dec 9 without any of
the incumbent members of
the Council appearing to
make exception to the
removal of Vail.
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HAPPY NEW YEAR
TO ALL FROM

136 SO. BROADWAY, SO. AMBOY, N.J.
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