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| JCP& L Withholding Taxes Dufing
Appeal; Vail Moves Into Case

A notification from the tax
acceuntant of Jersey Central
Power & Light that the
utility would no longer
voluntarily pay taxes to the
Clt‘of South Amboy on its E.
H. Werner station so long as
the valuation on that plant
remains at .$8,075,500 or
anyting near that figure has
confronted the city
sdministration with a grave
tax problem for 1977. This
- year Gross Receipt. Taxes

of $1,5%,540.10 made up
much of the Anticipated
Revenues (o keep down the
1976 tax rate. Bul from first
date of notification from JCP
& L., Aug. 11, to Dec. 31, non-
payment of taxes by the
utility is estimated by John
Vail, law director, to mean a
doubling of the $144,000 1976
Reserve for Uncollected
~ Taxes in the 1977 budget,
plus other tax revenue
problems to jolt upwards the
1977 tux rate.

Despite their strained
relationships, Vail informed
Mayor J. as Cross by
letter Dec. 27 that he has
acted in accordance with the
Mayor's instructions in a
letter from  Nicholas
Smolney, business
administration, under Dec
23 date, to have a motion
Ll_lf in court to compel JCP

to F'y at

the tn:toin‘ wuhheﬁ to

t the doubling of the

rve for Uncollected 1976
taxes in the 1977 budget.

Vail admits this is a late
filing in that it should have
been filed directly after Oct.
14 when the Middlesex
County Board of Taxation
demJaJCP&Lappul to
have the assessment on the
E. H. Werner plat cut from .
98,973,500 to a fractional
$261.627. And the utility
advised Oct. 29 it was
continuing to voluntarily
refuse to pay laxes pending
the term of an appeal from
the county tax board's
affirmation of the South
Amboy Tax Board's
determination. Vail set Nov.
la.whentheJCP&Lag:ol
was entered with thc.'l te
Division of Tax Appeals as
ne last date for summary
action against JCP & L to
compel payment of all
current taxes.
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Vail concedes his role s
complicated in the situation
by noting the following :

“Clark W. Convery, Esq.,
was specifically retained by
the govemng body to
represent city on lax
appeals, including the JCP &
L appeal, as it represents a
$9,000,000 reduction in
auet-udod u:r:lu‘e. bd"e
represent city ore
the Middlesex County Board
of Taxation, and it was my
impression he would
continue lo represent the
city on the appeal. | was not
present when the case was
presented to the Middlesex
County Bourd of Taxation,
and | have no knowledge ot
the evidence which was

nted. | was not advise
of the Board's decision in the
matter In the event | am to
argue the motion to
represent the city on appeal,
it will be noecessary for the
city to purchase a transcript
of the ings before the
Middiesex County Board of
Taxation prior to the hearing
on the motion. [ will also
need a copy of the notice of
appeal and all papers filed in
the matter in order to
prepare the city ‘s defense.

Vail adds: “In filing the
motien, | wish to point out
that such motions are not
routinely gra.ated. While Mr
Smolney has signed an
affadavit prepa by my
office, setting forth the
inability of the city to absorb
a doubling in its 1977
Reserve for Uncollected
Taxes, that in itself may not
be sufficient to sustain the
cily's position that payment
should be forced. | have had
no opportunity o investigate
this matter and provide
other defenses.”

Unless the city gets a
directive from the courts to
compel JCP & 1. to pay
taxes, the utility could go tax
free all 1977 waiting for its
case o come before the
Stare Board of Tax Appeals

Convery is strongly
rumored to be the law
director to be named by
Cross when the Mayor
removes Vail.
Unquestionably the Council
to take office J an. 1 will

reaffirm Convery's sole

authority in the case, but a
motion of record in the city's
name by Vail will
complicate the situation.
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Mayor, Vail
Legal Showdown
At Early Date

A confrontation with the
incumbent law director,
John Vail, and seemingly
inevitable litigation over it
a rs to be an early order

business for the 1977
Council after Richard
Schultz, Rubert Noble and
Chester Meinzer Jr. are
sworn inio it Jan. 1. Thomas
Cross avows he will not
hestitate to recommend
Frank Tarallo be chosen by
the new Council Jan. 1 to
complete its ranks as a five-
member body despite
admonitions from Vail that
such action would be illegal
and make of questionable
validity all acts of the 1977
Council with Taralio seated.

Receipt of a letter dated
Dec 23 from the Arthur W
Burgess law firm , Perth
Amboy, as attorneys for
Vail, brought the matter to a
head for the Mayor. The
Burgess letter states it 1s in

continued on page 2
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SINGING SONGS OF CHRINTMAS-Joseph Scand

|

ur, secretary
Rotary Club. acts as master of ceremonies in a festive sing-alo
Ridge High School choir. directed by Alan
members of the Holury Club and their wives.

of the Old Bridge-Sayreville
ng by members of the Codar

Pendelton, in a Yuletide presentation befers

Walter Kross Named
Chairman of Polish Festival

been
named generad charrman for
the 1977 Polish Festival to be

Walter  Kross  has

held at the New Jersey
Garden State Art Center on
June 5th He had served as
State Ticket Chairman for
the 1975 and 1976 Polish
Festival.

Mr. Kross is a well known
orchestra leader in the New
York-New J sreaandis
a member of AFM Local 372
in Perth Amboy. [eader of
an active 9 piece vrchestra
he commemorates his 40th
year as its leader.

Know for his charitable
work, Mr. Kross has been
active with the March of
Dimes, Mental Health,
Muscular Dystrophy, Sight
Conservation, Sister Kenney
Foundation, Brain Injured
Children, Youth Club, St
Michael's Orphan Children,
and is presently taking an
active part in the Senior

Citizens Club.

A former Sayreville
Councilman, he served as
tha r-irman of Police.
Water ¥ d>ewer, Welfare, and
Fire. He is former building
inspector for the borough of
Sayreville and past
president of the Sayreviile
Builders Association.

Mr Kross resides in
Morgan, is president of
Kross Aluminum Products
and operates his business
from there. He was recently
re elected president of the
Pulaski Citizens Club of
'erth Amboy and will start
tus second term in January.

Mr Kross plans a festive
program for the Polish
Festival and invites all
interested parties to attend
the meeting on January 4th
at the Parkway Authority
Building in Woodbridge. The
meeting will start at 8 P.M.
at which time committees
will be announced.

" Bids Token On
Main &t. Sewer

Bids were taken on the
Lower Main St. sewer line

esterday. There were three

dders. lowest bid was
$44,100. But action on the
bids is reserved to the Jan. 4
Council meeting to give
Nichvlas Smolney, business
administrator, and Fred
Kurtz, city engineer, time in
which to analysis them as to
conformance with
specifications. The new city
attorney will also have to
approve one to be taken.
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BOARD MAJORITY REJECTS PLANS
DRAWN FOR H.S. AT JOHN ST.

South Amboy Board of
Education was supplied
‘Thursday with estimates of
taulding « wigh scuovol on the
John St. tract by two
members sponsoring the
project, Thomas Levandoski
and Edmund Kaboski. Total
estimated cost, as supplied
the two members by the
architect they hired at their
own expense is $4,732,700.
They submitted plans
showing a structure of 29
teaching  stations, 18
classrooms and a capacity
for 725 students. It would tie
into the existing building on
the 1.5 acre John St. tract.

The new building would
have 77,000 sq. ft. space and
would come to a total of
$3.795,000 in eneral
construction  wit an
Iamhllucmnl fee :g $227,700,
egal, bonding and surveys
980,000 and insurance, clerk
of the works and temporary
heat $70,000. A contingenc
fund koi‘ng $200,000 is u,:llo'nl'l i
Brea through the wall o
the old building would be
$43,000 and furniture,
cabinets and Dbleachers
would gross $380,000.

There is no cost included
for land acquisition as the
Council 15 presumed to
nuﬁl{ the site once title is
totally cleared to the
location of the oid city hall.
But a hitch here
this week when John Vail,
law director, notified the
Council he was taking title

moph off the project until
relationships with the
Mayor and Council are
better clarified, especially
after Jan. 1.

But this
inconsiderable

hitch was
to

Levandoski and Kaboski
compared to the coolness
with which the plans and
spacifications were receivedt
oy their fellow DBoard -
members. And the intense
criticissm of the layout is
academicully and
administratively impractic-
al, ially on the part of
John gleu superintendent.
Levandoski and Kaboski
were aiming for Board
oo of (e ks
a
and lpﬂi’icutlom. that
t . could ”r”tlllln
attorney, presen
with the Boaré‘;
endorsement at a hearing
the State Commissioner of
Fducation Jan. 13 on the -
Dernt mudod out by br. livieg
Pla m;'d'i‘ u‘:” T being

nn vision, as
suitable for a location for a
school.

Olexa led the assault on
the plans after Levandoski

continued on page 2
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