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APPOINTED TRUSTEE
AT ST. MARY'S

Mr Arthur H Kranck, of
353 Main Strr«M, South
Amboy, has t«*vn appointed
a trmtee of Si Marys
Church. He will replace the
late Frank Hawes who
served aa a trustee from 1965
until hie death on August
MUi, i m . Mr FranckIs a
native of Brooklyn and a
gradual* of Plainfieid High
School He received •
lacailar of Science Degree
free* the Univeraity of
Illinois and a Maaten
Degiei in Education from
RttUjors Univeraity After
eight years a* nirtrtor of
AtftJetk* and teacher at the
Mete Home for Boys in
Janeaburg. he Joined the
Plainiteld Public School

i ie iMi. He was the
Chairman and

of Physic*! Health
mi the Athletic Director of
Plainfieid Junior High
Schools when he retired in
Ml. He served in the United
States Navy during World
Warll
At present he is the
accountant of St Mary*
Hsga School and Elementary
Behoof He has served in this
eesttio* since 1M» Mr
Franck is married to
Margaret Munn and they
nave two children, Mary
Gen, of South Amboy and
OtneJd Pranck. of Silver
Strings, Md.

Rsthsr James McConneU.
filler, announced that Mr
mack' s office aa trustee
wtil continue through 1978

Rft Dtfettm tnt
Tt GtctOiiif

Hie South Amboy Fire
Department will meet
Monday. December 6,1976 at
die Protection Fire House to
Beet a Chief for 1977

CMcf Hank Megill has
oaUed a meeting of the Fire
Department Executive
Beard for 7:30. elections will
fellow this meeting

Only 19 Mori
Cnftotmse

Uftl

PETERSON
PHARMACY

Open This Sunday
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

7S14117

NO END OF SOUTH AMBOY RAIL
CHANGEOVERS BEFORE 1991 SEEN
South Amboy's night for

information on the projected
electrification of the New
York it Long Branch Ft R
from South Amboy to Red
Hank Tuesday met with a
scanty turnout but some
significant aspects of the
city's involvement in the
OI7 million project came
out Only two persons were
present to speak for the
South Amboy communtiy,
Krma Brown, a commutor
using the railroad to
Newark, and Capt. James
Tedesco, traffic officer of the
city "police department. Mrs.
Brown rapped the
difference shown in the non
attendence of city officiate,
but Capt Tedesco pieced the
blame on the Stale
D e p a r t m e n t o l
Transportation for not
sending South Amboy s
officials an advisory that the
meeting was scheduled.
Gene Corn well, DOT
representative in charge,
professed amasement at the
lack of communication
reported

Mrs. Brown wanted to
know if the electrification,
eitm tnattng a changeover
from Diesel to electric
engines and visa-versa for
shore trains at South Amboy
would mean fewer stops oi
trians in the city to pick op
running time to New York.

Clifford EUis, a consultant
on the project for the state
and Conrsil. operations of
the NY ft LBRR. informed
Mrs Brown the objective of
the program was not to
reduce service but to
increase it Mrs Brown
asked for an estimnie of the
number of person using the
South Amboy station,
granting the greater number
were likely from Sayreville
and points south. A
representative of Edwards
and Keisey, Newark, who
are under contract with the
state on the design and
construction work, said a
study indicated an average
of 418 persons a day take
trains at the South Amboy
station.

Aa to a question if there
would be station
consolidations in the shore
area to spaed up running
time, Mils denied there
would <>e and intimated
there m:t;hl be stations
added or i. "tared. Morgan
and Cliffwoou once had
stations in this area

Mrs, Brown and Capt.
Tedesco brought up the
situation on predestrjan
overpass and grade
crossings in South Amboy.
Capt. Tedesco questioned if
there would be restoration of
the one at Henry St. EUis
said that the DOT had been
surprised to learn that they
were railroad property and
that this brought them
within the scope of the
project when such things ai
vehicular bridges over or
passages under the tracks
were not. Ellis would give no
positive assurances that the
overpasses would be
restored, holding that the
work had to be given a low
priority in the use of funds.
Capt Tedesco told him the
pedestrian overpasses were
sufficiently a safety element
that DOT could forego the
purchase of an extra car or
two to get money for their
restoration.

As to elimination of grade
crossing*, the Edwards a

Keisey mar told Capt
Tedesco there are 36 such
crossings along the South
Amboy to Red Bank tracks
and counts arc being taken
to determine which ones are
tht> more i'««d. Kills said the
funds available allow for
only elimination of about
three but felt the state would
order the consolidation of
atreetways to make such
grade crossings uerve
adjoining streets cut off at
the tracks.

Victor M. Guarnera, of the
M i d d l e s e x County
Transportation Coordinating
Dlvlson, put a number of
questions to the panel. He
wanted to know what was to
be done about the poor
conditions of the bridge over
the Raritan River between
South Amboy and Perth
Amboy He found it hard to
believe there could be a step
up of running time between
the shore and New York if
the bridge was not be
included in th eproject He
said he had knowledge that a
bridge with SO ft above*
water elevation could be
bought and towed to place
fronvBayonne to-^iden out
the span.

But Ellis reported there
was no money available for
such an improvement in the

estimated ft would take a
new project of many millions
under a separate authority
to effect a better crossing by
rail of the waterway
Likewise, Ellis denied the
Perth Amboy station could
be included in the project,
even if it was on the NY ft LB
right-of-way.

(conUn*4 on pmgr 2)

SO.AMBOY EXEMPT
FIREMEN RE-ELECT
ROBERT HACKETT

The South Amboy Exempt
Firemen Association held
election of officers at a
m e e t i n g T u e s d a y ,
November 23 at the
Protection Fire House.

Robert Hackett was re-
elected as president, with
Martin Keayes as vice
president, William Hawes,
secretary and Al Sorrentino,
treasurer.

Robert Hackett was
named delegate to the Relief
Convention. Lou Nemeth will
be the alternate Al
Sorrentino, treas., Ken
Mundy and Jack Hospidor
were named Trustees to
Relief Delegates to the State
Exempt Convention which
will be held in Burlington.
N J in October 1977 we*e
Hank Megill, Nets
Thompson, Joe Halmi, Stan
Jankowski and Jim Nemeth,
Jr., Alternates are Art
Thomas, Art Chapman, Jr.,
Jim Reilly, Charles Reilly
and Walter Kozak, Jr.

Attending the election
meeting were Joseph
Dsmbach execut ive
committeeman of Middlesex
County and Dab Natalie, 1st
vice president of the New
Jersey Exempt Firemen.
Also visiting firemen from
Sayreville, Perth Amboy
andWoodbridge.

One of the main topics at
the meeting was the erection
of Flag Poles at the Christ
Church, St. Mary's and
Sacred Heart Cemeteries,
which would display the
American Flag and the Flag
of the Exempt Firemen.

OPENING MTU MUUH Or IHMKN < AMI'AHiN Sandv Blixl, Old Bridge, 1977 Middlesex
County Poster < hild, and Hobble /uvla vny. Moorestown, 1977 National Potter Child, occupy
the center picture al the :it>lii Annual Kick-off dinner meeting of the March of Dimes
organisation at the Seven Arc-hev Perth .Amboy. City residents heading up the campaign
are (left to right) Joseph Juliano, dinner-dance chairman of the South Amboy Boat Clab;
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kllmchak; Helen and Marie Sorrentino. and Al Sorrentino,
treasurer. Middlesex Counts March of Dimes Committee.

Thomas Vail Suit Settled,
Aid In John St. Hearing

South Amboy Board of
E d u c a t i o n c l e a r e d
themselves of one litigation
Monday but moved into
another that could become
more involved in the right to
use the John St. 1.5 acre
tract for a school over the
disapproval of Dr. Irving
Peterson, head of the
Facilities Planning Division
of the State Department of
Education.

The litigation settled
was a suit by Thomas Vail,
New Brunswick, architect,
who claimed he had
rendered services to South
Amboy Boards of Education
in the past for school
b u i l d i n g d e s i g n s ,
particularly for the John St.
site, for which he had not
been compensated in the
amount of $135,000. But John
Hulsart, Board president,
announced Monday that a
settlement had been
obtained before trial Friiay
by George Otlowski Jr..
Board attorney, in which
Thomas Vail agreed to settle
for $31,000.

The settlement with Vail
frees the Board to make such
use ss it wishes of schematic
designs for a school on the
John St. tract drawn by Vail
and which two Board
members, Edmund Kaboski
and Thomas Levandoski,
have exhibited as bearing
approval by Dr. Peterson in
the past. Until the Board had
settled the Vail claim, they
could not be used in the
action to either force Dr.
Peterson to change his stand
or have him overruled by
Sljtf Commission of
Education Fred Burke or the
State Board of Education

Otlowski Informed (he
Board Monday a pretrtal
conference will be held Dec.
10 le clarify the tseuas in the
John St. matter before they
go to hearing. The hearing
examiner ana someone from
the State Attorney General's
office will be in attendence.
Otlowski will seek to get the
hearing limited to the John
St. situation alone. But the
Attorney General's office is
cunmititd to defend the
statute by which the

Facilities Planning Division
of the State Department of
Education was created on
the basis that, if its decision
in one building matter for
one Board of Education is to
be furflified. then the
precedent is set for any
otner board of Education to
move for an overruling also
and make the work of the
Facilities Planning Division
so devoid of lasting authority
as to render questionable the
utility of its existence.

Another issue over the
forthcoming hearing arose
in discussion the use of plans
thst Kaboski and
Levandoski had drawn at
their own expense by Max
Vogel, Rahway, an
architect, for a school on the
John St. site. Levandoski felt
they should be used as a
Board exhibit in hearing that
it could be shown that a
suitable school could be
erected on the 1.5-acre John
St. tract despite the viewi of
Dr. Peterson. But HuLtart
insisted it should be
understood that the John St
plans are not those of the
Board lest the hearings
record should show that the
Board had taken a
commitment -from them for
which it could be liable in
payment. Levandoski and
Kaboski then voiced open
consent that it could go into
the record of the Board
meeting that the Vogel plane
were their private property
to which the Board was not
committed unless it wished
to adopt them for use after a
study of them.

Otlowski agreed he would
not present them in the
hearing as an official
document of the Board, even
though this, might detract
from their vali^we in the
presentation of the appeal
for an overruling of Dr.
Peterson on John St.

Bratus Named
Home-School
Coordinator

Mark, Rratus. was
named Home-School
Coordinator for the Title I
program by the South
Amboy Board of Education
Monday. The post is a new
one. John Olexa.
superintendent, explained it
was found necessary
because an increasing
number of children affected
by the Title 1 program have
been falling off in their
school work performance an
inquiry has shown that
unfavorable home conditions
have affected these children
very often. Bratus, a
graduate of Biscayne
College, Fla., has been
engaged in social conditions
work since his graduation.
Olexa feels that Bratus has
the know-now to deal with
parental shortcomings and
the failure of children to
respond to their school work.

The program Is federally
funded, part of a $f7,0»
carry-over grant to South
Amboy, Olexa explained.
Frank Zebro felt the
resolution to hire should
include the salary, even if It
is Title I money instead of
the Board's. Olexa
announced the salary at
$10Jet, pro-rated, pending
outcome of Board-Teacher
Association negotiations.

O l e x a a l s o
recommended the creating
of a post of School Business
Administrator. He noted the
prerequisites to
the matter will be to
permission from the State
Department of Education for
socit an office HI a ojavtot
the site of South Amboy;
advertising the availability
of the Job. in keeping with
civil rights requirements;
once It is created,
interviewing Impartially all

J.J. Harrtgsn Co., Inc.

1280*1 • SowthAmaoy

721-7500 i

Main l i * * * Start
On Upper Mom « D«v4 St

711-1144
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to
if the electrification would
mean the end of the engine

> at South Amboy,
i can tie up the Augusta

81. and John St. grade
i for IS minutes at a

stretch. Waltar Enmt, a
consultant for the railroad,
told him the UK of Diesels
would not cease with th«
electrification and that he
did not sot the ending of the
changeover* at South
Amboy until the
e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n w n
completed to Rod Bank in
1M1 and now accomodatlona
for the changeovor could
take place in that borough.
But Ernest told Citiien
reporter that the railroad
would put up wire fencing
along its trucks in South
Amboy to incrtase the safety
factor with trains moving
through the city at higher
•needs. This would keep
children and animals from
wandering onto the tracks.
Wire gates will go in at the
grade crossings.

Ellis confirmed there
would be 50 multiple electric
cars purchased from
General electric at a cost of
9*4,000 apiece. Guarnera
protested these would be 3-
seat, 1-way, cars instead of
3-1 cam desired by the
commutors. But Ellis said it
was not possible to have the
M can, that the s»t cars
carried i l l naisangari and
eliminated standing,
especially from the
Matawan atop. Guarnera
w u told 400 Middlesex
County resident commuted
from the Matawan station.
He was told elevated
platforms are being
considered to aid elderly and
haodfcappod travelers.

Bttia reminded Guarneras
that 9110-million of the funds
for the project is federal
money, that the remainder
cornea from the IMS state
bond Issue, tSS-mUlion at the
start but some diverted so
that there is only IM-million
to Include towards an overall
contract recently signed
between the state aid

Edwards 4 Keawy.
Aa for the failure to

properly publicise the South
Amboy meeting. Cornwall
assured the audience that
South Amboy residents could
attend the meetinga in
Metawan, Middletown and
Red Bank and that there
would be another meet'rig in
the city in the late spring. He
aaid that before the project
is adopted to get it formally
under way, there would be

ym official public hearing at
Which citlsens could appear
and apeak on the use of
federal and state funds in the
project in the same manner
that municipal budgets are
subject to hearing.

Despite the censures by
Mrs. Brown sad Capt.
rvdeaco over the lack of
information locally about the
South Amboy hearing, those
conducting it met with far
leas critk&m that the group
that conducted a DOT
hearing on it in Red Bank
recently. Union officials put
in appearance at the
meeting and ttey gave their
opinions bluntly on what
they considered its
shortcoming. And municipal
officials in the area also
were skoptks. They critisod
the vast cost for needed
roadbed reconstruction,
upgraded signalling and
switching and plana for
relocating car standing
yards and freight stations.

Richard P. Venus, a
legislative representative of
the United Transportation
Union, offered suggestion for
ridding South AMbov of
standing trains He aaid that
electrification is not
necessary, that the use of the
FL-9 dual locomotive, a
hybrid engine that can
operate both by diesel or
electric wires could effect
the elimination of the South
A m b o y s t o p o v e r
immediately. He declared
that this would eliminate the
need to install high cost
catenary, including steel
er«cttan and substructure
work between South AMboy
and Red Bank.

Howard Kempler, another

Union s p o k e s m a n ,
denounced the agreement
signed for the electrification
aa "a rip off on commutors"
with promises that cannot be
fulMUed. He demanded the
DOT operate and FL-9 on the
North Jersey Coast line for a
one month trial when
officials questioned if that
type engine would ever stand
up under the train loads to be
pulled.

Another critic of the Sept.
u contract was Harry Le
Quier, a Matawan
Councilman elect, who
demanded action on
eliminating grade crossings
in Matawan, South Amboy
and Red Bank and
rebuilding of the Rartlan
River rail bridge be made
the priorities before rail
electrification.

KABOSKI SEES HIS CONTACTS
VOIDING BOARD'S BID FOR GRANT

was/s

For Water Plant
Addition

South Amboy Council has
been adviaed by Fred KurU,
city engineer, that a
drawback has developed in
starting work on water plant
additions under the 1460,000
program to correct water
supply deficiencies. In a
letter Kurtx states:

"Soil borings recently
completed at the proposed
location of the clarlfier-
aerator indicate that the soil
will nu support the proposed
structure. It will be
necessary to seek an
alternate location and to
have additional soil tests
made."

"This will account in a
delay of approximately
three weeks in design
completion and additional
coats of approximately
$2,000.
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Edmund Kaboaki, a
member, told the majority of
South Amboy Board of
Education that he had used
his "hot line" to an official in
Washington to get assurance
that their application for a
M.Mmtllion grant under the
public works program to
build a high school on the
landfill would never be
approved because it did not
have the endorsement of the
councilmen presently in
office. Ifeboskf said the U.S.
official assured him that an
endorsement by the new
Council members to take
office Jan. 1 would have no
standing as decision on the
Board's application would be
taken before that date and
the conditions of giving s
grant requires that the
existing governing body
approve and, if necessary,
make available public lands
for the project.

A majority of the Council
now in office, James Inman,
Kenneth Rogers and Stanley
Jankowski, refused to
endorse the project when
asked by John Hulssrt,
Board president, at the Nov
15 Council meeting. And the
three incumbents declined to
enter into discussion if a
consent-to-use covenant
granted the Board by the
Council for a year and a half
to August, 1976. could be
extended for some months
until a referendum of the
building of a school on the 9.5
acre-landfill tract could be
held. The city owns all the
landfill and the Council alone
can devise a use for it.

Jean Smith, a spectator,
aaked if a letter of intent to
grant use of the 9.5 acre
landfill site was truly
included from Councilmen -

Meinxtr Jr. with the
application for the grant.
John Oiexa, superintendent
explained that taeir intents
to do so Jan. 1 were included
in a letter written by new
Mayor J. Thomas Cross,
giving his personal"
endorsement to the project
and made a part of the
application.

Prank Zebro, a memberaproving the application,
terly denounced Kaboaki

as making approaches to
US officials that Kaboaki
would not cite by name to
get a #b-mUiton easing of the
tax burden on South Amboy
citisons for school needs
nullified. Kabosk> retorted
that ha knew of ttO-mUlion
open application that the
Board could have used in
conjunction with the Council
to gat a building on the John
St. tract built with federal
funds. Kaboaki insisted it
waa the hostile attitude a
John St. proposal on the part
of the majority of the Board,
not having both sides
presented fairly, that had
thwarted the chance federal
funds would have been
granted for John St. if they
were denied for the landfill
Kaboaki saw the federal
people having no way of
knowing that John St. was
truly ^'the will of the
people."

Hulaart shot back at
Kaboskl that he was choslng
to ignoTv the fact that the
Board majority was giving
the people arte^t of choice in
• referendum on building on
the landfill if the $4.e»-
mlllion grant is approved.
Hulsart scored Kaboaki as
leaking to make it appear
that John St had somehow
gained an official
endonemont aa "the will of
thepeople" without a vote.

Thomas Levandoaki, the
other minority member on
the landfill issue, said he had
at hand a copy of the
application supplied each
Board member and had a list
of questions about it. He said
be was unable to present
them before it was sent out.
He recalled it had bean left
to the Buikting and Grounds
Committee to refine the

application and he
member of that committee
but could find no place where
the people of the committee
had signed for the data
presented in their name. He
did not know what had
become of a meeting on it
and presumed it had been
taken care of by •others."

The time involved in the
application was cited as
explaining any diminuation
of procedures but Hulsart
allowed that Otaa could
answer the Levandoaki
request for "information."
Levandoaki was critical of a
report from Oiexa that the
Board's application had
boon accepted for processing
when «Q0 others had been
turned down. Levandoski
claimed to know 243 of the
300 had only been returned
for more data and that those
rejected had been outside
the realm and Intents of
accomplishing unemployme-
nt relief

Levandoski's first
reference in the application
was to a statement that the
application was in keeping
with the Master Plan of 1974
Levandoski said he could
find no record where such a
Master Plan had been
accepted by the city Council
and the Planning Board. He
wanted to know when it was
accepted upon and by whom.

Zebro objected. He opined
it was no puce for the Board
to be giving public
advisories on what other
official bodies in the city
might or might not have
done. He felt it set the Board
up as commenting on the
personal performances of
official! in political life

Olexa spoke bitterly over
Levandoski's complaint of
not being duly informed of
what was in the application •
before it was sent out. The
Superintendent felt
Levandoaki had only to ask
to see the application and he
could have Inspected it.

Michael Channello, a
majority member, objected
that the Board should listen
sta public sessions to a long
run of questions from
Levandoaki that could have
inadvisable matter in them.
Hulsart than said
Levandoski could present his
questions in private to Olexa
and the superintendent could
answer them to the extent
they involved business of the
Board alone.

Enlists in tht Army
John B. Garrity Ji , son of

Mr. and Mrs. John Garrity. 9
Cori Street, Parlli., New
Jersey has enlistee in the
United States Army. John is
currently undergoing basic
combat training at Fort
Jackson, South Carolina and
will return to Port Dix, New
Jersey to be trained as a
cook. John chose this Job
guarantee prior to nls
enlistment into the U.S.
Army. He formerly attended
SayreviUe War Memorial
High School. He was enlisted
by STC Bob Armeltton of the
Parlin Recruiting Station.

Nantt Ontrtttd
Tricia Ponowaki a second

grade student at the South
Amboy Elementary School
Mtofd pwfoct attendance
for the first marking period
and her name was omitted
from the Honor Roll hat
published in last weeks
issue.

The Benyi Connors
Chaptert7DAV willhofci
spaghetti dinner e*
Saturday, December 4, ltrt
at the DA V home.
Rosewell and George 8ts.,
South Amboy from 1 to •
p.m. The public is invited.
Admission will be 11 76
donation per person,

FOR
CHRISTMAS

THINK
SOUTH AMBOY

TSkirtl
Oricb - U C M M ftata

Faul t it DM
Sown Mtkoy Usvsnj

w call 727-3130

GUZMAN INDICTED
FOR MURDER,

CHANGES STORY
Middlesex County grand

jury placed Jesse Guzman,
23, ijnder indictment last
week for the murder Oct. 31
of Annett O'Donnell, 71,
Perth Amboy in that city on
the basis of admissions
made to Capt. Leroy KurU
and Pet. Raymond Durski,
South Amboy Police, ami
other officers after he waa
picked up by Sgt. John
McCabe and Ptl. William
Ellison trying to hitchike his
way out or South Amboy

Gusman, in his Nov. 5
statement here, implaced
Bruce M Anderson, 23,
Perth Ambey. in the
O'Donnell crime. But in an
amended statement, given
before his jury arraignment,
Gusman retracted his
Involving Anderson in the
murder and an indictment
against Anderson was
accordingly squashed

Gutman was identified
Nov. 5 after being brought
into South Amboy ponce
headquarters. Member* of
the Raymond Nebus family
saw him aa the man who had
invaded their home earlier
that evening and had
assaulted both the husband
and wife with an improvised
weapon. It was noted that
the circumstances of the
entry at Nebusea bore
resemblance to the entra at
Mrs. O'Donnell's and
Guiman was put udner
sharp interrogation when
Ptl. Roy Oragotta, once a
Perth Amboy resident, noted
the Water St. address given
by the suspect was close to
the ODoanell horn*


