TRAVFIC

NEADS
OFFICERS — Capt. Jamex
Tedesco, traffic consuitant
for the South Amboy Police
Depariment, was clecled

t of the Middiesex

County Tralfic Olficers
Aasa. st the {irst monthly
moeting of that bedy for
1976. Tedesco hax been
traffic specialist for the city

for the past six years
ond has been only ollicer to
held that post since il wan
"~ created by former Mayor
Rickard Schults.

POSTAL CONSUMER
PROTECTION WEEK

AW,,_,;_.%‘. *‘.ek “l i“.‘b 23»23

has been designated by
Postmaster General
Benjamin K Baiar as
" Postal Consumer Protection
" Week to emphasize the
importance of consumer
tion and to inform the
public of its availabdity to
~.uners of the mail’~’
. Postmaster Charles
Maheney said today
" “The Postal Service
safeguards n the
ransportation of mail.
agairst maii (raud and faise
tation, and provides
- sasistance with mail-order
and service problems.”’ the
Postmaster continued. **Our
consumer protection
m works through the
nspectlion Service,
™ Consumer Protection Office
of the Law Department, the
Judicial Office and The
Consumer Advocate ™

Working together these
four departments resolve
complaints of alleged mail-
order swindles when postal
customers fail lo receive
merchandise ordered,
refunds promised or find
that the service or product
purchased is not as
advertised.

When a complaint is made,
the Postal Service decides
whether to investigate for
possible commercial

fon or to handie it
informa’iy as in cases where

business praciices are
ound io be the problem.
Whatever the action, the
customer is notified.

coniinued on page B
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Alarm Over Burke Power to Order
Tax for School Tie With Spotswuod

Mayor Wilham O'Leary
rxpressed amazement at a
joint meeting of the City
Council and Board of
Fducation Feb 18 that “one
man can have so0o much
power” when informed by
Bruce Richmond, Board
president, and John Olexa,
superintendent, that State
Commissioner of Kducation
Fred Burke wi)l have the
power Lo order South Amboy
laxpayers to assume a
$500,000 or more burden for
tuitton” and busing by
legislation to take effect July
1, even though South Amboy
voters rejeci the tax at a
prior election.

The Mayor saw Lhis added
burden for public schools
education to be ruinous if it
should be applied
concurrently with  an
adverse decision in the gross
recei tax litigation by
whic other towns,
excepling Sayreville, seek to
force a redistribution of the
$!1,400,000 groas receipts tax
anticipated revenue that
now accrues (o the city by
dint of having a Jersey
(Central Power & Light
generating station within its
bounds. Richmond felt the
added burden for busing an
iuition would mean that
South Amboy would be
paying somebody else's
laxes' and he advised the
Council Lo let those in power
in Trenton know about i

Richmond referred to
proposstions by which South
Amboy would become a
sending district lo
Spotswood to (il up a

Knunlly half-emply new
igh school built in that
borough or would lease from
the Spotswood Board of
Education an old school
being put out of use with the
opening of the new high
school Olexa confirmed
South .Amboy jprades 58
could be housed at the leased
school to put pupils
remaining in the city on {ull
time at local schools But
both Richmond and Olexa
had questioned thut the State
Department of kducation
woula allow housing of
mpils in the old Spotswood

ilding when it had none of
the facilities. such as shops,
adequate library and
recreation facilities, {ound
wanting in South Amboy's

- own schools.

Mayor ' 'Leary
commented ''we would be
losing our children’’ in
reference to the education of
South Amboy pugils in
Spotswood, under the high
school recommendation I‘:
which South Amboy hig
schoolers would become
infused into the Spotswood

‘school system and put under

control of the Spolswood
administration. The
schoolmen granted that by
leasing Lhe old Spolswood
building that city children
sent lgare w remain
under control of the South
Amboy faculty and
educational pian, but it was
admitted the prospect .of
taking children but of an oid
schoo! building in the city
and putting them in an oid
bui in Spotawood hardly
would meet the stute's
demands.

Councilman J. Thomas
Cross questioned i putting
an addition on the existing
school on the old city hail site
on John 8t. was not still a

possibility when once the

state had given approvel tor
it Richmond advised him
that the Board was under
mandate to provide more
than  just 12 “bare
schoolrooms'', that there
was no room alt the site for
shops. special learning
centers  and  adequale
recreation and athleti
facilities. The Hoard
president also doubted the
approval spoken of was
anythin more  than
“suggestion’ that was later
recanted by the State
Department of Educalion.

Mayor O'Leary wondered
if the. John St. existing
buildings could be reserved
to high school needs with «
grammar school to be
eiected elsewhere. He
considered this much less
costly than the $5.39-miflion
high schoel plan rejected by
the voters in July. Cross <aw
a John St. plan having the
meril of being accepted by
the voters.

But Richmond warned the
“*absolutely no" of Dr. Irwin
Petorson, of the Facilities
Planning Division of the
State  Department of
Education with respect (o
the John St. sile was to be

taken at its full force and-

that talk of eu'ln? around
the ruling uf this official was
pointless.

(lexa warned Burke's
authorily was so great he
could shut down the existing
South Amboy schools and
order all pupils bussed to a
modern f{acility elsewhere
regardless of the cost. The
superintendent saw all state
aid and all accreditation lost
to the district. But the Mayor
felt schoolmen were a bit
overawed by the term
“accreditation’ . Olexa
cautioned that without it
South Amboy graduates
would have litlle chance of
getting in college. And thal
the high school had been
going along on a flimsy
“partial’’ accreditation for
too many years. The Mayor
commented he could no: see

~why an accreditation that

had been granted for 50
years could not be granted
for a 51st year.

Councilman James [nman
was concerned that Bouth
Amboy shared place with
Kearney and Ridgefield as
the three districts in the
stale that are deprived of a
P + share of state aid

ause of having more
children i ‘rrochlall than
public schonls. The Mayor
suggested that the parents of
parochial school pupils couid
ease their tt?\: 'ml:ialm by
registering their c in
pfl%lﬁc schools, to build up
the public school enroliment
under the state aid formula,
then transfer them back into
the parochial schools. But
Olexa saw the days
allendance‘;rer-chlld requir-
ement as voiding this.

Councilman  Stanley
Jankowski questioned why
things like pre-kindergarten
could not be eliminated as
hardly total essentials and
why class sizes could not be
increased. He recalled that
in earlier days education
started with the first giade
and subjects taught were
limited to a major demand
for them. Bul Olexa
defended the worth of the
pre-k rten a'd saw
onl?v coming out of
twisting aroun the

continusd on mee 7
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DONATION TO JOINNY Z FUND — For the South Amboy Rotary Club, Vernea Tice,
president. teenlert, and Kennelh Rogers, vice president, (eft), present the club's donation
to the John Zdaniewicz Memorial Scholarship Fund to Woodrow MctCarthy, chairman of the

fund's activities.

o

SCHOOL BOARD ADOPTS BUDGET:

TAX UP 29 POINTS

South Ambay Board of
Education adopted Monday
its unchanged proposed
budget for 1976-77 involving
a tax levy of $1,797,579.
equivalent of 29 cents per
$100 addition to the iax rate.
The Roard also adopted a
resolution of protest against
the elimination of state aid
for the district, the cause of
the jump in the tax levy. But
the members pledged
themselves to work for
adoption of the levy at the
Mar. 9 school election as the
realistic figures needed to
keep schools open next year.

Bruce Richmond, Board
president, observed that
with the $385.000 to accrue to
South Amboy if state school
aid were to be properly
funded. the tax increase
would be erased. He
deplored no dependence
could be put in a legislature
that has shown no ability to
produce it, leaving local
school boards with the entire
iOb of raising the money to

eep their schools open.

John Olexa,
superintendent, explained
that the existing state aid
ratables to the
number of pu%h. puts South
Amboy. with $99-million
ratables (o 915 pupily, in
public schools at $103,000
ratables to a child wien the
zero point on state uid is
$101,000 ratables for a child,
so the city gets no cid. But,
Olexa observed, 48 per cent
of the children in South
Ambcy attend parochial
schools. If it were ible to
use Ictal schoo!l children in
the cit, , South Amboy would
be found to have $36,000 in
ratables per school child and
would be entitled to
exiensive state aid, evenina
projected state budget with
aid to education sharply cut
down. He noted the total
increase in the school budget
appropriations is 5,600, a
negligible amount tax wise.

"
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1250 R1. 9, South Amboy

721.7800

A e s

The lone new item in the
budget, $10,000 for an Adult
School program, drew gnile
from Erma Brown, who feit
it was ume for a new move
on this, even though a prior
undertaking had oeen
unsuccessful. Olexa
explained it was a modest
program tied in with senior
citizens activities. Mrs.
Brown favored a program
open to all interested.

Edmund Kaboski, a
spectator, questioned the
inclusion of monies for a
summer school. Richmond
explained it was only for
enrichment study, not
available to pupils who had
neglected their studies in the
remr school year and had
{ailed.

Kaboski wanted to know
about the number of
teachers when the
enroliment figures used in
the budget had gone down
from in tw o years by 150. He
was told it was unchanged at
61 and that the $61,000
additior in  Salaries
Instructional to $829,108 was
state mandated. He objected
to the inclusion of $4.000 in
the budget for hiring an
architect next year when

‘there was no building or

renovaling in prospect,
especially nf"’}m are to be
busedtoa out of town.

Kaboski also quried a $5,000 -

increase in Textbooks-
Library and Visual Aids.

Thomas Levandoski. 8
spectator, wanted to know if
the money was to borrow
books from another district
because of lack of texts in
the library. He was told the
Board was going into a five-
year replacement plan for
most texts that the s t0
be used would be up to date
in Ltheir subject matter. The
increase is to eliminate the
need for borrowing, he was
told.

Levandoski

romonod ‘
why the Title [1I-Work Study

ram had been cut by
,000 10 $17,000. He was told
the unceriainties of siate
participation of a revenue
sharing basis caused it.
Lev i also wanted to
know about a 993,700 cut in
contracted pservices for
Maintenance. John Xuhn,

continued on page 7

BENEFIT GAME
1S A SELLOUT

A capacity crowd is
expected Friday (Feb.
27 at the John
Zdanewicz benefit
basketball game at the
Hoffman gym. All 380
tickets have been sold,
according to Woodrow
Mc Carthy, chasirmanof |
the event.

‘It's been a fantastic
response,’’ sald Woody,
“and we're sorry some
fans will be
disappointed and unable
to see the game. The
available tickets were
gone early this week."

The doubleheader wil
begin at 7 p.m. with two
women's teams of St
Mary's and Hoffman
high school alumna. At 3
p.m. the men's alumni
teams from the two
schools will meet in a
game that may provide
more comic relief
rather than defensive-
offensive basketball.

Coaches Tom O'Brien
and Richie Schults
to use all available
players but are
3uutionln| the
urability of some of the
heavier, older players.

“If they can get into a
uniform we'll them
handie the bail,” sald
O’Brien. Coach Schuits
affirmed that too would
betting on the boards.
[ on .

All of the

e will go to the John

newicz Memorial
Scholarship fund. The
Friends of Johnny Z
Committee will award
the first scholarship at
the end of this ac
year.

p——

Main Liquor Sters |

On Upper Main & David 9.

Wide Selsction of
inporied ond Demastic
Wings - Cordinle - Liguers

7211164

—-_-Ji“







