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Skeptical Note On State Aid
For Hole-ln-The-Wall
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TRANSFERS GO THROUGH 4-1
BUT 1975 DATED BILLS ARE OUT

South Amboy < on mil
sustained the my s in-*
Business Administrator.
Nicholas Smolney. when the
gjr¥frfftng body adopted 41
Tuesday a recommendation
of his office for transfers to
cover accounts needing
bolstering for anticipating
bills-paying needs
Transfers totalling $».23S
were approved by
CouncWmen Thomas
Qfjriaa, J. Thoma* Cross,

EXEMPT FIREMEN
TO MEET

Robert Hackett. president
of the South Amboy Exempt
Ftrtmtn has announced the
monthly meeting will be held
on Tuesdav January 27th,
tfM at the Protection Fire
House.FeltusSt .at8pm

Refreshments will be
served All members are
invited to attend

MADURA
PHARMACY

Open This Sunday
6 p.m. to 10 p.m.

In Cote of Emergency

Coll
7SMM0

On \lppt Moln « David St.

711-11*4

Stanley Jankowski and
Kenneth Rogers with
Councilman James Inman
voting "no". The 4 1
majority waa sufficient to
meet the statutory
requirement of a two-thirds
vote approving to effect a
transfer

Rogers explained he was
not without some reserve in
the matter but declared he
was that impressed with the
effectiveness witn which
Smolney was couduting his
duties that he could assent to
supporting the need for the
transfers

Inman continued his
slated opposition to the 1975
budget, as drawn by Mayor
William O'leary. In opposing
the transfers Then h* plied
Smolney with questions as to
why bills with 1975 dates
were appearing on the first
1976 bill list Smolney told
him to call for withdrawing
bills for which he had
question, bu t Inman wanted
information about the need
for withdrawals.

continued on pip* 7

DRAGOTTA RUNNING
FOR mO-YEAR

SCHOOL BOARD TERM
Joseph iHoy* Dragotta, a

member of the city police,
has filed for the two-year
term open on the
Amboy Board of Education
He 18 the third candidate to
file for this term, made open
by the resignation of Mark
Bratus. Others filed are
Edmund Kaboski and Wilbur
Schmidt

Dragotta was born and
brought up in Perth Amboy.
He i* a graduate of Perth
Amboy High and th« Police
Academy at Sea Girt He has
been a resident of South
Amboy nine years. He
served in the police reserves
seven years before
becoming a regular member
of the force two yean ago.

His employment in private
industry before taking up
police work was with
American Smelting k
Refining, Perth Amboy. For
nine years he was an
accountant with that firm.

Uragotta is married and
has three children attending
ftwth Amboy public schools

Word that the Hole-in-the
Wall would require no city or
county funds for an
improvement that would put
two tunnels under a three-
track ares of sufficient
design to eliminate the
bottleneck to flretrucks and
large vehicles that now
exists was greeted with
mixed delight and
skepticism at Tuesday's
council meeting. The word is
that the financing of the
project will be 70 per cent
(fdera I fui.ds and 30 per cent
state moneys. The usual IS
per cent contribution by the
railroad or the city will not
IK-needed.

Councilman JameSvlnman
observed'the 70 per cent wss
assured but the problems at
Trenton made the 30 per cent
contribution by the state
very dubious in prospect.

The council received an
estimate from Fred KurU,
city engineer, on putting in a
gutter drain on that part of
Haritan St. under city
upkeep. Kurtz put the cost of
construction at $13,950 and
engineering coats at $2,523
Kurtz explained Monday
that the estimate was based
in putting down curbs and
cutters on both sides of the
street and blacktooptng the
roadway between them.

Rogers did feel that a

airy off drain water would
be needed for the time being,
but Kurtz cautioned him the
state does not approve one-
side road improvements

Despite the cost, Rogers
felt the financing could be
assumed as street
improvement assessments
would apply against
properties fronting on the
street. But Mayor William
O'Leary reminded him the
initial outlay wou'd be the
city's, and It would be ten
years before the
assessment* reimbursed the
municipality.

John Vail, the Law
director, reminded the
council an ordinance would
have to be adopted to make
the assessments legal and
five per cent would nave to
be put in the budget of the
total cost to validate any

, bonding.
Rogers e x p r e s s e d

m i s g i v i n g s a b o u t

hardsurfacing when there
remained a bad drainage
problem getting worse In th ft
flowoff of water from the
railroad embankment where
a drainage pipe Is proving
inadequate for the purpose.
Rogers lamented Middlesex
County seemed oblivious to
the needs of the area, but
Mayor O'Leary reminded
him the county had done an
excellent job on the sector of
Raritan St. under its control.

The Council voted to meet
with Stiyreville Council to
clarify the situation on
drainage in th* area,
particularly as it refers to a
30 ft ditch near the line The
engineers of the two
municipalities are expected
to have recojninendationi.
Also to be discussed Is an s
turn area in Bordentown
Ave. on the Sayrevllle side
where 30,000 cars pass a day
and a drainage situation Is a
problem.

The mayor had
commendation for the work
performed by city
employees beyond their
routine. He slid he had
observed this in a recent
heavy downpour that caused
flooding. He reported that
two water department men
had worked In water most of
the night to correct s sewage
backup a foot deep in the
cellar of a resident of
Rosewell St. Joseph Kudelka
and Edward Szatkowski
stayed with the householder
through the night until the
cellar was cleared.

Rogers felt that Stave
MalkTewicz should be cited
for a pursuit of a reckless
driver over icy roads at high
speeds to bring the man who
was a menace on the roads to
arrest. Mayor O'Leary
added the name of Ptl
EUison to those of Sgt
Robert Kelly and Pti James
HoJovacko and Ptl. Peter
Kenny for the Jan. 15 arrest
that led to the cracking down
on a teen-age robber ring

Mayor O'Leary appointed
Evelyn Gleaaon to the
Library Board and Ray
Tomaizewski to the
Planning Board In the place
of Vernon Ttce. retiring.
Councilman J. Thomas

(continued on p««« 7)

MCEHTENNIM.
PLATES ON

SALE FRIDAY
If you're a motorist who's

been meaning to gat a
Bicentennial license plats
but haven't, don't fret,
there's still time to do so.

On Friday. Jan. O.durini
regular banking hours - 1
am. to 2 p.m. and 4 to In.**.
- members of tht BJMMI
Amoby Hisotrieal Sodtty
will havt m
commemorative plates on
sale In the lobby of the
Aroboyfttadiaon National
Bank, 100 N. Broadway.
They wilt be sold oh a first-
come, first-served basis.

The plates are those
officially designated by the
New Jersey Legislature for
use on cars.

Alice Kupper, society
president, said all montti
realized from tht
Bicentennial plate project
will be used for society
Bicentennial programs
during South Amboy's ytar-
l o n g B i c e n t e n n i a l
Celebration.

The society has already
sold over 200 plates on a
reserved order basis. Ma.
Kupper said if there hi a rush
Friday to purchase tat
remaining 300 plates, sodtty
members will be available at
the bank to take
reservations.

"The plate lupplisrs seem
to be caught up with their
initial rush orders," Ml.
Kupper said, "and we can
almost guarantee that those
placing reserve orders will
have their plates within a
week to 10 days '

The historical society,
which is coordinating
Bicentennial events for
South Amboy's Bicentennial
Commission, is currently
compiling s calendar of
Bicentennial programs
planned by local clubs and
organizations.

The highlight of South
Amboy's Bicentennial
observance will be tht
revival of Salt Water Day on
Saturday. August 21. Many
local groups art
participating In this event,
and other interested dubs
are asked to contact Mt.
Kupper at 711-0177 or Tftt-
3190.

Robber Gang Of Youths is Broken, 15 In Custody

IX HaVnfM M»t HIC.

i ttftllt.*. tew* Amb*y

721-7900

More disclosures of
robberies, more revelations
ot crime, develop each day
since Jan. 16 when South
Amboy police Department
cracked open the operations
of a Juvenile robber gang,
believed to have l>een
operating for as much as a
year back. As of Tuesday,
there were 21 breakings and
entries that had been solved
with the rounding up of is
gang members, ranging in
ages from 12 to 17. There wss
one girl among them.

Two of the older offenders
are now in the Middlesex
County Juvenile Detention
Home in North Brunswick.
The other* will be subject to
whatever Incarceration or
surveillance the Middlesex
County Juvenile Court
derides is required in their
casts, pending their
hearings.

Police have no estimate as
yet of the total of losses
Incurred by South Amboy
business man and
householders by the

operations of the gang
Estimates of losses when tl«r
breaking and er.tries were
discovered have been raised
by further investigations and
the vandalism damage to
properties adds up into the
thousands. When not
satisfied with the loot
recovered, the young
robbers expressed their
displeasure tn wanton
destruction of properties and
facilities.

Police have much still to
learn from the operations of
the youth mob. All their
depredations reported to
date have been agaiaat
properties in South Amboy.
The officers are interested to
know If there was violence
against persons not
reported. And if they spread
their robber activities Into
other communities. And if
there were persons as yet
undisclosed who profited,
even though all Indications
in statements taken to date
indicate the gang operated to
get money for their taste for

alcohol. And a few have a
record of narcotics use.

The break in the case
came at a late hour Jan. 15
when Sgt Robert Kelly, Pt).
James Holovacko and Ptl
Peter Kenny spotted
suspicious activity m the
business district by a group
of youths. The youths fled
with the approach of the
po'ttc* but one, seemingly a
17-year old leader wishing to
show hit bravido to his
younger followers, gave
challenge to a flit fight with
the officers. He obviously
had been drinking, and,
when subdued, waa placed in
a Jail cell.

The next day, he was
interrogated by Capt. Latoy
Kurti and Dtts. Ray Durski
and Thomas Noble.
Obviously disturbed that
some other member of the
gang might be "ipMing"
details oftheir operation to
his disadvantage tht 17-
year older mads sufficient
disclosures that police could
round up all IB that could be

incriminated from what the
officers had learned. How
many more juveniles may
have had a part in just one or
a few of the entries remains
to be learned.

The detective division, in
Investigating the robberies
from their Kwtton, came
early to adduce they were up
against no amateur*, u o o
fingermarks were ever left,
the gang used gloves. That
teenagers were Involved
became apparent from some
of the places of entry where
smashed out window gaps,
opening in skylights and
narrow prytd out slots of
doorways allowed only for
entry by small persons. Also
it had to be a gang operation
that lookouts could be Dostcd
against approach of police or
detection by passersoy.

An early entry was' at
Pops, 124 N. Broadway May
16 when seven pinbafl
machines wert smashed
open with $» ta*tna»d tea
cream from • rtnittfstor
waa thrown agatnet •

mirror. This set tht Juvonile
characteristic from tht
start

The first of four entries at
Miller, Bergen * Welsh. 171
N Broadway, occur*) June
19 when a side door was
forced and items useful in a
robbery action luch ai
uandsaws, chisels, caulking

among things taken. Total
theft was valued at tMOft.

Two nights later the gang
struck again at Millar,
Bergen k Welsh. They '.vent
for building supplies this

(continued on tttf» i)
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ftOtftfft GANG OF YOUTH!l i •ROKCN, 16 IM CUSTODY*
from

T » *
•I tfat

to • vftfeM of
two stopto cunt.

tb*y *tr»ck
HOM

at ur; N.
i s * tfcsjr towards tht rwr of
Jm-mMim Thi. was UM»
ant f f t t m «ntri«s at DM
ftp* houst. SMminily
•f»d»M rafmhiMnta after
t t t tUwf t of houithold
Wpalltt at Mitl«r, B#rgen *
Wibh, they pried the
refrigerator and liquor
eabtatt tpsii at the (ire
bout*. Th*M casts of beer, a
botUe of whiikey, half
sjaftom of vodka and $15 cash

Millar, Bergen and Welsh
wm anttrttl again Aug. 26,
but the thievea could get
ooHUflf to they vented their
Avttntkm in vandalism. A
foal entry it the building
supply house was Sept. l
wMn thty smashed out a
tons window with a rock
aMthen worked their way
through obstructions to more
tagraat and get out with 1231

Independence Hose Co
was left alone to Dec. 18
when the gang apparently
wanted liquor Tor a holiday
party. They did not get but a
small amount of beer, so
thty expressed their ill-will
by commiting sanitary
nuisance* and doing tsio
damage.

The last entry at
Independence was Jan. 3
when they had apparently
used up their liquor supply
New Year's. This time they
got only a Bicentennial flag
out of the firemen before
being scared off

They needed smokes, too,
and edibles. Joes Smoke
Shop, l i t N. Broadway, was
hit twice, the last time Jan. 9
when a case and two boxes of
cigarettes and some lighters
war* taken. Mario Bfrtrdl,
of the Smoke Shop,
estimated bit loss in the
entries at $3,000 exclusive of
damage.

As for the good things they
needed to eat, the Daylight
Bakery, 103 S. Broadway;
the Colonial Lunch. 1J4 N.
Broadway and the Starlight
Dinar, 141S. Broadway were
all entered and suffered
vandalism damage in
addition to the theft of goods
At the Starlight, entry was
made through a skylight but
the thieves got only 136 in

rolled pennies for' their
trouble.

But youths need bicycles
Mid tbt A ft R Bicycle flbep
on N. Broadway was a good
target. Thai waa the 'Job7

that undid them on Jan. IS. A
•ear basement door was
ripped open and a plate glass
window was smashed out
sometime after midnight.
The* security bsrs were
removed from the inside
cHlar doors. Two ten-speed
l*tki>v a boy's white bike
wiiii ;nr pumps and water
bolllr.., a rate Of COgS,
M'V<T;II rases of assorted
scccMorie* in red plastic
case* and several custom
bikes wt*re taken.

But S«t Kelly and Ptl.
Holovacko and Kenny came
on the scene too soon for
them. Pmtfinably the 17-
year old coukl have been a
lookout when he wanted to
fight the three officers to
make getaway time for the
others.

An ambitious undertaking
that failed the gang occured
Christmas Eve. In an
apparent try for Christmas
goodies at Kraueer's on
Broadway, the gang diverted
their activities to a vain
attempt to remove a safe
and cash register

An entry at an antiques
shop owned by Joe Sessa, 30
Pupek Rd , revealed a novel
interest of the youths. They
took 14 swords as well as
pictures, figurines and
vases. The loss was fsae.jo.
They also had an eye for the
value of toys at Christmas
for, on Doc. 14, they broke
into an empty .store
owned by Carmelita
Jasper. 906 S Pine Ave.
They ripped through the
sidewall but a brick party
wall kept them from getting
into the Melrose Toy Co.
plant next door. Their
frustration led the youths to
vandalise the ei ipty store.

And a prime target, In
aview of their tastes, nad to
be the liquor stores. Bay City
Liquors, 134 S. Broadway,
was rifled Nov. 21 of an
assortment of liquors and
money was taken from a
cash register. Broadway
Liquors suffered heavy loss
lna Dec. 27 entry.

Linden Plata Bagels had
several entries and
sustained losses in thefts of
money as well aa their
products.

Poboe have found
goods hidden » tat cetera
and attios of the besots of
youths tied to the robber
operations. All sorts of
inquiries are coming in,
especially as to 0* recovery
of stolen bkycl since the
case broke Jan. It. But
police cannot release stolen
goods, even to parents whose
children suffered loss of
bicycles by thefts at the
school lot Until the
furtherest reaches of the
investigation into the
activities of the gang are
completed, there can be no
recovery of goods and
materials that are evidential
in the court cases against the
offenders.

•IITMIV
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Gcraldine M. dementi of
19 Woodshore, East,
Cliffwoud Beach, passed
way on January 15th at
Perth Amboy General
Hospital.

She was 13 years of age.
born in Perth Amboy and
was an tth grade student at
Carl Sandburg Middle
School, Old Bridge.

She was Vice President of
her class, a member of the
C.Y.O. and the Girl's soft
ball team of the school. She
was also a parishoner of St.
Lawrence R. C. Church,
Laurence Harbor.

She is survived by her
parents, Jerry and Viola
Flynn Clement!. Two sisters,
Mrs. Diane Hixon of
Matawan and Miss Theresa
dementi, at home. Also by
her paternal grandparents,
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry P
Clement! of Newark.

Funeral Services were
held on Monday, January
1Mb at 8:30 a.m. from the
Mason-Wilson Funeral
Home, followed by a Funeral
Mass at f:W a.m. at St.
Lawrence R.C Church in
Laurence Harbor.

Interment was held in St.
Joseph's Cemetery.
Keyport.

H*ctto<Dinm and Hurt Fund
•sfftt-Dtnce and EntorUinnwnt

Ths South Amboy March
of Dimes ftiut Heart Fund
Campaign will really roll out
the barrel on Jauuary 23, at
7 JO p.m.. when the South
Amboy Boat Club opens its
doors to a buffet-dance
featuring lively and colorful
dance entertainment, plus a
rousing rendition of bagpipe
music lw the Friendly wms
of the Shillelagh orchestra.
The Rhythm Rays Orchestra
from Rahway will supply
music for dancing. The
Announcement was made by
Joe Jullano, Chairman for
the campaign.

The International Dance
Swingers, an ethnic folk
group under the direction of
Guy Trtpeccione, will open
the program with Authentic
Polish folk dances, and an
exhibition of Americanized
Polka. Polonaise will be the
first dance, followed by the
Krakoviac and others.
Leader Guy Trepecck-ne hai
been active in polka dance
groups for 20 years and was
second place winner of the
1975 Harvest Moon Ball

WOMAN'S CLUB
BICENTENNIAL

MEETING • PROGRAM
The Woman's Club of

South Amboy will meet on
February 3rd at the Masonic
Temple on Main Street, at
which time there will be a
fpecial drawing of a
bicentennial afghan. a cape,
a soup tureen and a beauty
parlor gift certificate.

Chances are available
trotn any member of the*
Club

Members will attend in
colonial costume, if possible.

A special program
celebrating the Bicentennial
will be presented.

President Mrs Donald
Maaterson has called a
Board Meeting on January
»th at 1:30 p.m. at her
house.

Mrs Masterson attended
the Mid-Year Presidents
Council at Asbury Park on
January 21. This Council is
planned by the N J
Federation in the interest ot
bringing all presidents in the
District up to date with the
aims and purposes of the
various departments

the evening,
Goddardrs

Latur in
P a u l i n e
European School of Dance
will present a troup of its
featured performers
dancing the "Can-Can" and
it Flamenco. Spanish dancer
Flora Garcia will execute
the flash and fury of the
bullfight with s number
called "El Rolicarto." In
addition. La Gallito." a
pasto doble, national dance
of Spain, will be danced by
ShaRon Carr and Margaret
Bonis Rock, both of South
Amboy.

Both young ladies have
appeared on the Joe
Franklin TV Show, on the
New York Variety Artists
"Showcase", and in
numerous other productions
under the tutelage of Mias
Goddeud who had lived and
studied in Spain.

A talented artist and a
recent South Amboy bride,
Margaret Bonis Hock has
danced solo for the
past three years in
the New Jersey Theatre
G u i l d C h r i s t m a s
presentation of the
•Nutcracker " Mist Car,
Mrs. Rock, and the "Can-
f a n " dancers have
appeared also on "Stairway
to *he Stars". a TV Talent
show co-hosted by Pauline
(Hxtd*rd

The ten "Can-Can girls
have danced for Al Albert's
"Showcase" in Hershey
Park. Pa.1 and on
Philadelphia Television
WPVI Last May. they were
presented by Tony Grants
Childrens Theatre at
Atlantic City's Steel Pier
Their ages ranged from ten
to sixteen, and this is their
third year dancing
in "Can-t'an

ummitom
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The Board of Trustees of
the Sadie Pope Dowdell
Library met on Wednesday,
January 14. to ret ganiM,
snd to welcome f i t recently
sworn-in members, Mrs.
Evelyn Gltaaon and Mr.
Joseph Halml

Elected to hold office for a
term of one vear were: Ma.
Alice Kupper, President;
Ma. Gleaaon First Vice
President; Mr. Halmi,
Second Vice President in
charge of Buildings and
Grounds; Ms. Mlllicent
Rthn, Secretary, and Ms.
Edna C. Chase, Treasurer

The Board announced that
in the interest of bringing
persons into the City, they
were opening membership in
the Library to Morgan
residents. There is already
an arrangement with the
Woodbrktge system which is
reciprocal and all students
and workers from outside
who study or work in the City
may have free library
membership

KKKK MOVIKH
ATMHKAKY

In order to give the
students on double seviton at
the South Amboy public
school* a chance to view the
free movies, two separate
schedules of showings have
been made up Films will be
shown on Friday afternoon
at 3 p.m and again on
Saturday morning at 9 45
a m Theae will'begin on
Friday. January 23rd. and
Saturday. January 24th, with
LITTLE MERMAID.
CHILDREN OF THE
COLONIAL KRONTIKK and
DRAGON STEW

The next regularly
scheduled meeting of the
Hoard of Trustees, which is
open to tht pubiu. will be
rVhruarv h

! BIRTH DtfCCTS 1
) flft€ fOftCVCft.

JJiUESS YOU '
' H€IP

HELP Kt t.P

OUR CITY CLEAN

Ids ftotrnu clt 8c
A TRUF. DELICATFSSEN WITH QUALITY 136 SO. BROADWAY, SO. AMBOY. N. J . OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK, 9 A.M. to 10 P.H.

OVER 30 VARIETIES O f COLO CUTS Additional in Store Specials We advertise quality ond we hove it I"
C u n i l a u o m i n D C C O lARGfc ASSORTMtNT OF W»N(S LIQUORS 10EERS
dunuajS - XAJLU D L L R - COLDSCHILLED WEOEUVER <y WEEKLY SPECIALS JANUARY 2* TilRO|i(;i1 JAM ARY 2

KIELBASI LOAF
99*

FRESH

HARD ROLLS
WEAVERS

6 FOR 55*
CHICKEN LOAF

9 9 V>LB.

BLUE BONNET STICK

MARGARINE
»* 55*

SWISS CHEESE
99* ttlB.

LARGE GRADE A

EGGS
8 1 ADOZ.

QUARTS

RCCOLA
39*

THUMANN S ALL BEEF

BOLOGNA
8 9 ttLB

SANDWlCHIS TO OO
A MIAL IN ITiflf Call us about your Catering Needs

727-0404
CIOARITTIS 55 C A PACK

CARTON $5.25 (oil

0 M Stop SkSM|pf. M i YOUR DELI-GROCERY & LIQUOR NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF


