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DISCRIMINATION ON BUSING

South Amboy i~ i victim i
discrimination  one district
picked out of 76 an spht
sessions in the state, to be
driven into forced busing by
the State Department of
Education a! a staggering

cost to Citly taxpayers,
George Otlowsk Jr.,
attorney for the South
Amboy rd of Education.
chlrﬂed after concluding

y examination of Dr
Irving Peterson, acting

director of the Bureau of
Facilities Planning of the
State  Department  of
Education. Dr. Peterson was
fina) witness for the state.
Dr. Peterson made no
attempt to specifly why none
of thept:lher 75 districts was
being subject to the same
pressure as South Amboy
even though he admitted
there was public knowledge
that some of the districts had
{acilities as antiquated and

‘overcrowding problems as

bad, or worse, than South
Amboy's, especially in the
inner cities. Dr Peterson
sald there had bheen
evalyations of such
situations in two other

districts in the past year
Otlowski questioned Dr
on ho:v'

at
. % e Bt At
man High was made by

a team of state experts
Joseph Zach, the hearing
examiner, granted that Dr
Peterson was qualified to
make such a statement in
that it would be lenuous and
defeating of the atm of the
hearinfis (o call each
individual participant in the
;r:hnuon t? give a report ?;
personal part, as wou

have been req::;ed n
plenary court in

But Otlowski did caﬁ!on
Zach to order a new
evaluation o/ South Amboy
schools in that it appeared to
him from testimony by Dr.
Petorson and James Clancy.
former Middlesex County

Superintendent of Schools,

the intent of the evaluation
was (o Tind out whal was
with South Amboy
. Otlowski held this
the alternative of
out whay is good
about h Amboy’ schools,
80 & new o:;hintion without
preconceiv ntent was in
order. Zach would not aliow
this, holding that the
hearin would become
interminable to get an
incontestable definition of
what constitutes a ‘thorough
and efficient’’ schooling.
Zach feit the achool district’s
g.n wlmmu‘clwld bx;:ug out
good ngs about it
under examination on the
stand.
But Robert Bloodgood,
-sehool-

answer questions on the tolal
composite of the evaluation
when the teaching
procedures and philosophies
al Hoffman High were the
producis of their own
concepts and endeavors
They refused to grant the
South Amboy graduate was
any the less gualified person
educationally than the
5raduale¢ of any other
istrict, despite the
derogations of the plant
reciled in the evaluation

rem.

hearing was
concluded to awail
prese:tation of further

witnesses and testimony for
the South amboy Board of
Education Friday This
further drawing out of tie
roceedings roused the ire of
illiam Hodes, wark,
attorney for the South
Amboy Citizens for
Education group of nine
residents w orced the
hearing on the busing. Hodes
charged thet Otlowski was
protracting his questioning
and calling of witnesses that
there would be no time
hefore the opening of schools
Sept 3 for Fred G Burke,
State Commissioner of
Education, to order the
o effest

hu-n% ' for the
1975-76 school year.

Hodes found himself in a
difficult position at lhe
hearings as Mrs Gifis had
concluded the state’s al
the outset by offering

state and Hodes wa A
in no position to become an
intervener for his clients or
to get them put on the stand.

Another attorney who also
found his role fore shortened
was that of Jack Wyscoker,
Perth Amboy, attorney for
the South Amboy Teachers
Association. The busing has
been found to endanger the
teaching positions of 20
South Amboy staf{ members
and Wysocker wanted the
right to examine witnesses
in matters affecting his
clients' interests. He was
admitted to recognition as
acting for persors of interest
but not according free
examination rights.

Zach saw no need to put
the hearings on the
“bifected’’ basis asked by
Otlowski, going through the
evaluation and school
conditions issues hefore
going into the merits of
busing. Mrs. Gifis had

this, holding busing
was not the only conceivable
remedy for the South Amboy
situation, so it could be one
of several tie-ins to the
evaluation findings.

Nothing in the hearings to

and _the conclusion of Monday s

Olexa,

Otlowski and Deputy
Attorney General Susan
Gifis, found 4t difficult to

rlme'm!ent

h
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session was revealing of how

both -the busing and tuition costs |

of a sending-receiving
relationship for South
Amboy, estimated at
$575,000, would be financed
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Protest Over
Dumping School
Chairs, Desks

Scheol Board proceedings

were disrupted Tuesday by a
noisy debate over whether
chairs for rupils were be:
needlessly destroye
because of minor
disfigurement or damage.
Edmund Kaboski, a
spectator, was most
outspoken on this and he
augmented his charges by
bringing in a chair he said
was recovered from a dump
site where, he further
insisted, three truckioads,
had been taken. Kaboski
noted that only a new
wooden seat, ''a 15-minute
job''. was all that was
needed to restore it. He said
the chair was worth 30 in
taxpayer’s money.
Bruce Richmond, Board
ident, doubted the Board
d paid more than $14 for
such chairs. But he and John
Olexa, Superintendent.
admitted there had been an
error made in which a few
good chairs and desks,
subject for ready repair had
gone into the load. A
custodian doubted that more
than four such chaus had
gone into the load.

an investi t!on an:.?:‘lﬁ

Levandoski and Mrs. Ann
Mulligan felt that a niore
detailed explanation was
due.

John Kuhn, for Buildings
and Grounds, recommended
the Board reject as too high
bids on . contract as follows:
Sayrewood Maintenance,
Inc.. $21.600; Custodial
Maintenance Services, Inc..
$23,.328 and Metropolitan
Maintenance Service Co..
$20,200. Mark Bratus then
announced iwo custodial
persons would be hired.
Application must be filed at
the Board office by Aug. 8. A
salary guide for custodians
is to be ratified.

The Board voted to employ
the following for the new
school year: Mrs. Ann Hill.
secretary to the Board.
$12,000; John D. Leonard,
Custadian of School Monies,
$1,700; Dr. Robert Bennett,,
Dental Inspector, $2,200; Dr.
D. D. Griffith, Medical
Inspector, $2,700. Walter
Cross, Truant Officer: $2,200
(plus $400 expenses), Dr. B.

Church Offers
tddat?
“Outside” Rooms
State Department of
Educativn inspectors were
in town Tuesday viewing, in
company with John Olexa,
Superintendent of South
Amboy schools, the

“outside’’ rooms offered so
far for the housing of pupils

from local schools to get the
main body of the l
system of{ split sessions. The
inspectors also vi the
John St. site and other
properiies viewed as

possibilities for the locating
of a new school.

An offering was made to
the Board of ‘Education this
week by the First
Presbyterian Church, South
Amboy, of five rooms, three
in the religious education
building and two in the
church house. These were
viewed by the state
inspectors as well as the
rooms in city firehouses
offered by the City Council.
It is presumed that the
firehouses would be offered
as facilities maintained by
the taxpayers, as are
schools, whiie there would be
negotiations with the
Presbyterian Church, as an
outside agency housing
school on its private

rd also received
two replies on letters sent
out to boerds of education in
Middlesex and northern
Monmouth Counties on
space possibly available to
take South Amboy rupﬂn if
the State Commissioner of
Education Fred Burke
orders busing of 250 students
to another district.. Perth
Amboy Board of Education
and Middletown Township
baard of Education, in
Monmouth County, both
notified the South Amboy
Board of a willingness to

discuss the matter.
Middletown is pulling out of
a bad double session

situation with erection of a
second high school to split up
its enroliment. Holmdel, like
Woodbridge, formerly
announced, replied that their
internal enroliments
prohibited the taking in of
any pupils from other
districts.

There are well over a
dozen other districts to be
heard from, some of whom

do not have board of
;‘.3255;3&? "“.75 ¢ !r‘:a‘:el education meetings now
and Maryann uggan. ung‘l’:nnld'::umtho offer of
md step on the Clerk’s . ommodations has yet
continued on page 2 continued on pags 7
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- Real Extate b lnwu_am [
1250 Rt 9 South Amboy

On Upper Main & David 51
W de yolechion of
Impot red and Domesi
Wargy Cotdiais Liguots

ra

OUR SUMMIR SCHIDULE
THE SOUTH AMBOY CITIZEN
RARITAN PRINTING COMPANY

We will be closed on all Mondays thru
| August. -

NAVE AN ENJOY ABLE SUMMI ———

i

- were needed to sffect the
1 oot -

Board Inquir}ng About
John $St. Site For School

South Amboy Board ot
Education disclosed at the
opening of their public
hearing Tuesday a letter of

behind earnestly anything it
voted to do.
However,
Richmond, Board ident,
inquiry about use of the John let it be known Board
St. former city hall sitefora was also making inquiry
school had been addressedto abbut another site. He
Dr. Irving Peterson, a refused to divulge the
facilities expert of the Siate location. Mrs. ulligan
Department of Education, accused the Board of
the night after the July 8 urwarrantedly withholding
defeat of the $5,381,200 information (rom the public

Bruce

bonding to erect a high in this, but it was explained
school on the landfill by the to per propertg acquisitions
voters. cannot b publicized when

Dr. Peterson had re

¢ ted the Board if trying to
the John 5t. site a

had negotiate at a favorable

advanced the p ltouse price.
the 9.5 acre landfill tract at a It was disclosed this week
public forum on the that petitions are in

referendum in April. He had circulation that will be
called the 1.5 acred John St. presented to the Board
site 50 small as to be out of calling on the 'schooimen to
the question for a school ask City Council to
building. John Hulsart, donate the John St. tract for
writing for the Board, said school purposes.

Dr. Peterson had been asked

o o contder NS oE BLACEMENT OF

position.
Thomas Levandoski. 5 MeKEON BAFFLING
the TO FANS

spectator, elicited this
information by asking if
objective :
“other than busing’’ after  Baseball fans in this area

Board had any

- the July 8 defuat of the high were shocked Thursday lx
propesal Ja

school . Mrs. Ann an announcement u\nkm
Mulligan ter, McKaon, a South
deplored ihe.Boull‘s mﬁ not nativc was M
advanced the information on manager of the Kansas City
John St. in its regular Royals of the American
roceedings rather than to League and was being
ve it brought out under replaced by Whitey Herzog.
questioning. a third base coach for the
Edmund Kaboski, another California Angels.
spectator, claimed to know Dissensions between the
tg:f Dr. Peterron had given manager and some of the
assent to a butiding for the Kansas City players was the
John St. site as far back as explanation offered by Joe
1971 to Thomas Vail, New Burke, general manager of
Brunswick, then an architec the R,o(vln’. for the change.
rotained by the Board. McKeon's release became
kaboski found it hard to the more inexplicable to
~omprehend that the John area fans as the former
St. 1.55 acres had never been South Amboyan had taken
transferred by the City over the reins of the ciub in
Council to the Board when 1973 to bring it up to a second
the minutes of Nov. 4, 1969, place finisher behind the
disclosed  the  then World’s Champion Oakland
Councilmen Al Sorrentino, A's in the American League
Alfred Clark, William West. The Royals had been
O'Leary now~Mayor) and in the doldrums since the
Frank . (now & board club was organized before
member) all voting for such McKeon took over the reins.

a move if ‘it would be a It was hardly expected .
solution to the school McKeon could elevate them
building problem. over the A's, who were
Zebro objected this was World's Champions.
not quite correct. He The change of Royals
declared that the appointive leadership became the more
Board of Education was then difficult to assess in that
in existence and the McKeon had been given arl
providing of funds for school - extension of contract at the
projects rested with a Board end of the 1974 season
of 3chool Estimate of which because he nad made the
two counciimen (in 1871) club a winner. His new
were members. Zebro contract ran to 1976 He

declared the two counciimen started in the Royals

transfer thrwm the Board produced wi teams 'in
of School Estimate of the Iitsfarm system before
roperty. As & unanimous elevated to the major lsague

801: of all council members club.

transfer, the proposal was
before it could ever

Sat. Aug. 2nd

In conjunction with the 8th
demanded to Anniversary of the South
of what Amboy Fire . a Soap
y will be held on
A
w .

t 'tktmurleol'amstty me y .
o gran nst. Al s and girls who
a school, would the haver}:lt«vd!oi‘ the event
Mprugnmlm‘;nﬁ ;ng:npontoﬂnllmon
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