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‘Special Election For Money
~ If Burke Orders Busing

South Amboy  Board o
Education 15 1o appear
before State Commussioner
of Education Fred G Burke
July 18 on » show cause
order o unswer to a
directive thut 250 junior high
pupils shall be bussed to
- another district, presumably
Woodbridge., 10 put the
students remaining in
Hoffman High in the 1975-76
school year on full time. The
school has been on splil
senaions’ for 13 years and
Burke is acting on an
evaluation by a survey team
that visited the school in

April
The annual cost of such an
undertaking to South

Amboy.- as the sending
districl, is, as yet, only a run
of unofficial estimates, such
as $585,000, with $50,000 for
busing, $28%.000 ot more for
tuition anvi $250.000 toward
amortizing the outstanding
bonding for the year of
occupation on the building to
be used in the receiving
district - .

The receiving district. thal
built the school rooms, will
not pay off bonding and
interest on them when they

the sending district
The pith of the matter
becomes. i South Amboy
accepts a directive to bus,
where is the money coming
from” The receiving digtrict
will want payment by South
Amboy on a scheduled basis
from the day school opens in
September~gnd so will the
bus contradors. Scheol
officials here k«: g oeed to
apply to hold a special school
jon to raise the four
months financial obligations
‘ busing to Dec. 31 16
money is voted, the City
Council can then gel
al to an emergency
resolution in that amount. to
be credited to the Board of
Education for immediate
use and the amount thereof
to be assigned as an
addendum to the tax levy in
e

But the schoolmen are not
istic that the estimated
9,000 or 50 needed for the
‘ months to Dec. 31 will
be approved by the voters.
What then? Woodbridge or
:'nJ other receiving district
| want their money. And
the Board will hav
with which (o meet ils
obligation to them. Will the

receiving district order
South Amboy to take buck its
. and sue for such

' as it feels it has
incurred? And will the bus
contractors sue for
performance of contract?

These are questions for
which the Board of
Educstion wants answers
from Burke before it accepts
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i dectum wWill  the
tinanciaily oppressed State
Government offer a grant”
It seems hardly likely

" Twoe  problems will
confront the Board early m
1976 under husing

obligations. The first s
where will the money come
from to meet the five and
one-half months remaiming
in the 1875-76 school vear
starting Jan. 2. 1476 The
Board cannot wait to put &
special proposition on the
ballot in the annua! school
election in February [N
needs the money starting
from the first of the vewnn
Will it need a special clection
Jan 22 And what again 1
the money is not voted

The second matter for the
Board will be including the
costs for the bunng
obligation 1n the budget (or
the 1976-77 school year
There is the hazard here that
the receiving district may
want to recall for its own use
the rooms alloted to Seuth
Ambaoy {or the 1975-78 schowl
vegr The South Amboy
Board will then have a
“Where do we go from here’”
situation on its hands. This,
in addition (o getting the

i for the
m:m approved 73?‘:\"2
1976-77 school year, either as

a budgetary item or as a
special proposal on the
ballot It is unlikely Burke
will allow his directive to be
made a special ?ropositinn
It mont likely will have to go
in the budge! :nd the budge!
could be weighted down Lo
defeat at Lhe polls by it

Couild the City Council end
the busing by expunging
from a defeated 1976.77
school budget the funds for
the busing obligation. That
would be something for a
legal construal of how far its
powers go. If the Board
appealed such a cut, Burke
would surely restore it.

In any event, there can be
no added taxes in 1975 if the
Board takes on the busing
obligation. For 1976, there
are only random estimates
of what the busing obligation
will mean to the total tax
levy for that year. $160 in
a taxes on a house
assessed at $20,000 or $225 on
a house assessed at $30,000.

The Board has recourse to
court action against a Burke

irective to bus. Mayor

illiam  O'Leary as
ndicated he would seek an
injunction against busing as
inimical to the best interests
of the City's children. A
taxrayer'l suit could
challenge it.

The Council voted July 1 to
seek 2 meeting with the
Board of Education on the
use of public buildings,
noub& fire houses, as
“outside’’ rooms to put lo:al
schoois on full timegywithout
recourse to busing to another
district. No formal
notification on this had been
served the Board as of
Tuesddy. However, with the
Board and the Council are to
confront each other July 17
on the Board’s appeal to
Burke to have the $182,000

deleted by the Council from -

the 1973-76 scwo0il®

restored, the atmosphere for
such talks has rot yel
cleared. And [t will be
necessary f(or both bodies to
know what Butke will do the
fol day before’ they
can join in a course of sction.

TWELVE-YEAR-OLD STUDENT WINS
FLAG DESIGN CONTEST

A taehve vear old student

of the Souwth Atnboy Puobhe
Flementars  School  was
dectared the winner ot the
city wide tlag design contest
conducted by the South
Ambay Historical Society.

The contest was heid at the -

behest «f Mayor William
O'Leary, who voiced his
desire for an officia: city flag
al a Bicentennial
Observence held in the
'ﬁml and urged the
t contes‘.
Miss Gloria Ann Florczak.
a Sixth-Grade pupil who
will be entering the Seventh
Grade this fall, was taken by
surprise one evening whey
she received a telephone call
from Mrs. Alice Kupper-
Orriols, president of the
historical societ.
announcing her as the
winner.
Gloria. whose parents
moved to South Amboy
fourteen years ago and
reside at 233 John Street,
was amazed at the news for.
as she states modestly, 1
didn’t think 1 had much of a
chance, but I tried anyhow
At school Gloria was a
member of the School Safety
Patrol during the past year
and was one of the successful
recipients of the Presidential
Physical Fitness Award.

e winner relates that the
oster she originally
intended to submit was
accidently soiled by her
vounger sister, but that this
did not deter her from asking

her mother for another 26
cents to rchase poster
paper and in again. The

ractice must have been
ficial, for it became the
winn‘.s?one.
In designing the flay.
-Gloria did some research on
the history of South Amboy
and came up with five
prominent historical facets
of the city: the railroad
industry startin% with the
Camden-Amboy Railroad n
1830; the fishing industry,
which was once conducted

1o Spenser

New  York City and the
metropolitan  area; the
pottery  industry  best

exemplified by the Terra
Cotta Co using some of the
Linest ¢lay in the world and
lormerly localed at the foot
ol Portia Street; the coal
Iransportation  industry
utithzing  the argest coal
dock facilities . the world at
the time at the foot of Main
street, now  the Seaboard
Coal Dock Co; and
sialboating, which was once
a highly pleasurable activity
4t the local waterfront
drawing interest from many
parts of the country with its
regatlas around a sanbar
paint and pavilion at the foot
ol George Street.,
Glona put all of this
together by drawing a circle
containing a five-pointed
star whose points touch the
circumference of the circle.
In the areas set off within the
circle by the points, Gloria
symbolized each of these
five features of past city life.
A concentric circle outside
the original circle was
decorated with smaller
stars. The interior of the star
contained the words *‘South
Amboy, New Jersey."”

The poster design of the
soon-to-be offieial the
tity witt be oo

a cloth flag by a professional
seamstress and will be
uwnveiled at the upcoming
B85th Anniversary Parade of
the South Amboy Fire
Department August 9. 1975
Judges for the contest
were Steve Simon of
Woodbridge. Mrs  Jackie
Rickvalskyv., = Madison

continuesd uon page /

CHECK TOWARDS PLEDGE -

BOND PROPOSAL OF $5,391,200
FOR HIGH SCHOOL LOSES 1559691

Proposal to bond the South
Amboy school district for
$5,931,200 Lo erect a new high
school was defeated al a
special election Tuesday
1359 to 681. The school was to
have been erected on a 9.5
acre tract on the landfill,
but, as the Board of
Education was already in
possession of the tract, site
purchase was not a part of
the proposal.

voler turnout was
2,250, not quite half of the
City's 4,700 registered
voters. The p lost out
in all ten voting districts.
The outcome was f{airly
presaged when the early
count of absentee ballots
showed a decisive majority
against the bonding. This
proved disillusioning to its
adherents in that much of
the absentee voting was
believed 10 com= from young
service mel;. more
amenable to educational
developments than those
without younge: brothers
and sisters who would
benefit from a aew school.

Much argument ensued
after thescount of the vote ss
to how much of a factor the
landfill site had been in the
defeat of the ,

wess :
had emphasized their

preferment for a 155 acre
site on John St. where the
city hall was once located
These "'no’’ voters refused to
accept at face value the
assurances of the Board of
Education's engineers that
the landfill site tested safely
to support the weight mass
of the school

Doy . lll’

Soroptimist Club of Twin Lights has pledged $8.000 to South Amboy

A Citizens Committee for
Better Schools had arranged
a public hearing with
and state school off
present to have it affirmed
that the State Department of
Education and the
Middlesex County schools
offices gave their total
endorsement to the bonding
proposal as the oal
acceptable way out of Saltz
Amboy's overenroliment in

8¢ not built in the
moderh . This county
and state e was

made more pronounced by
having a team of State
Department of Educetion
experts evalue the schools

and come up with a
denouncement of their
shortcomings.

A South Amboy Citizens
for Education infused
the busing of City pupils to

out-of-town sc to b
enroliment down to pmm

schools on full time into the
issue. They have gained a
hearing on a State order to
end the 13-years of spiit
sessions. But this induced a
factor on comparative costs

into the final circulariz
last weekend unwporm
to lho\vhm new school

receiving using
reiationship with another
district.

The Board itself supplied
final figures on the ultimate
cost of the projected bonding
over the 20-year period of &-
mortization which showed a
terminal cost for principai

continued on page 2

Memorial Hospital for the purchase of an Electrosncephalograph machine. In the picture above, Lois
Drost, president of the club, is presenting a check for $5,000 lately coliected tawards the pledge to
James T. Monahan, (left), Director of Finance for the Hospital, as Eugene ). Nieto, Executive Directer,
looks on. The Club largely derives its membership trom the Business and Professional Women of

on a large scale and whose
producis ‘were shipped to Middlesex County.
e - A—q :
Main Liquor Store
ou. ’UMM.' SCH.DUL. On Upper Main & Dovid 9
THE SOUTH AMBOY CITIZEN e ot Dot
Wings Cordwals Liquors
RARITAN PRINTING COMPANY 7211164
' ' will be closed on all Mondays thru
mmh'aA t * . NoTice
. iy an ugust. South Amboy Board of
: Health will meet on
. MAVE AN ENJOVABLE SUMMER! Monday, July 14, 1978 at
| | b , 7 p.n. at City Hall,
— L Broadway .

J.J. Harrigan Co., inc-.'

— Heal Fatote & tnsuranie —
1250 R1. 9 South Amboy
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