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Former Resident Admits Killing Father TEENAGE FORUM LEARNS
All*n Leonard, who was

to have gone on trial next
month for tfte 1970 blud-

rn murder of hit father
Morgan, pleaded guilty

last week before County
Court Judge Abe S.
Schwartz.
The. 22-year-old former

resident admitted charges
of murder-and conspiracy
to commit murder and
could face a maximum re-
formatory term of 18
years, provided Schwartz
accepts the state's recom-
mendation* on sentencing.
However, the.judge made it

clear that he was not bound
by recommendations of As-
sistant Prosecutor Edward
Barone and would deter-
mine latex whether to
accept the plea bargaining
worked out between Birone
and Leonard's defense
counsel, J, Norris Harding
of New Brunswick.

Schwartz said Leonard
would be permitted to re-
instate his innocent plea "If
I feel the public's interests
are hot being served . . , "
If this should happen, a new
trial date would be set for
the defendant.

Leonard admitted that he
killed his father. Robert,
41, in the family's Sayre-
vllie home on the night of
June 18, 1970. Responding
to a direct question from
the Judge as to whether
he killed.hi* father, Leo-
nard replied:. ,

"Yes, I did."

Leonard's response was
the same when Schwartz
asked him if the guilty plea-
was the defendant's 'best
course of action" under the,
circumstances.

The elder Leonard was
beaten to death in the base-
ment of the family's former
home on Lincoln street,
Sayrevllle, and die body
was then loaded into die
•trunk of the victim's car
driven to nearby fjouth Am-
boy, and abandoned.

But this was not known
-fe* t8- months—not until
last January when young
Leonard's wife, Linda, told
what had happened to De&
tective Robert Peterson of
the prosecutor's office
staff.
Shortly thereafter, Leo-

nard, h i s wife and'
Leonard's mother, Mrs.
Audrey Leonard Ferguson
— she had • remarried --
were arrested In the Rich-
mond, Va*, area and sub-
sequently ihaTCied- "by the
Middlesex County Grand
Jury.
Young Leonard, who ap-

peared In court clad In
blue Jeans and a polo shirt
and wearing his dark brown.
hair long, with moustache
arid beard, was indicted
for the actual murder. His
mother and wife were
charged with conspiracy to
murder % with him and for
aiding and abetting in the
l i iyg
On the night, of the fa-

ther's killing, Mrs. Fer-
guson called Sayreville po-
lice to report that her hus-
band had driven to a be-
rough tavern to buy a pizza
and nad not returned.

The bddy was not discov-
ered until after Leonard's
car was impounded hy South
Amboy police on com-
plaints by Henry street
resident* who objected to
the vehicle being parked
there.
Although Peterson and

Sayrevllle Detective sgt.
Stanley Swlder felt that
young Leonard was a prin-
cipal suspect in the homi-

. cide, there was no concrete
proof against him.

Not long after the slaying,
the widow sold the Lincoln
Street house-and moved to
Virginia. Young Leonard
and his wife also moved
to the Richmond area later.
However, ^Peterson and

swider did nofclose out the
investigation and the for-
mer kept tabs on Leonard's
wife, telephoning her from
time to time in various
towns in the south.
After she decided ttTglve

a full statement, arrest
warrants were prepared
and the detectives, together
with Barone, went to Rich-
mond where, with the
assistant of municipal po-
lice, the three were arrest-
ed. • ' . • • . .
Only young Leonard has

(Continued on Page 2)

EXPLAINING THE "ACE OF MA-
JORITY" LAW—Municipal Prose-
cutor James Higgins Tells it "as it
i " f f i i

as itcuto James Higgins ells t a
is", A raft of statistics were sited,
by the speakers Indicating that if
they drink -and-drive you are apt

to kill or injure someone or your-
self. In photo, on stage, (1. to r.)
Patrolman Joseph Dooling, sgt.
James Tedesco, Allan Bass, and
James Higgins.

Last week the Little The-
atre at St. Mary's High
School was the scene of a
two-day forum for the stu-
dents of St. Mary's High
School and Hoffman High
School.
Conducted by the South

Amboy Police Department,
it's purpose was to famil-

I

NEW [YEAR
ls>et us hope this N**w Year °
brings HK closer to a more united
family a more united community, a more
united country and a more united world. We also
pause to offer our Wishes for your personal success and
prosperity and give our deep appreciation for your loyal patron-
age* throughout the past year. Look to the*fulure... with faith that we
and our country can and wilt reach new heights o( happy, peaceful achievements.

THE CITIZEN
STAFF

\

iarlze the youth with the
new "Age of Majority** law
which goes into effect on
January 1 and permits ihe
sale of alcoholic beverages
to 18-20 year olds.

The principals on the
speakers rostrum were Sgt.
James Tedesco, south Am-
boy traffic safety coordin-
ator; James Higgins, mun-
icipal prosecutor; William
V. nc^v*., Ffc.P "̂".' Jer-
sey Traffic Safety Center,
Rutgers Univ.; Allan Bass, .
Middlesex County traffic
coordinator and Ptl. Joseph

Bd. of Ed. Declines
Spotswood Request
The Doard of Education

rejected a request from the
spotswood Board of Edu-
cation to send children
from that' community to

. south Aniboy schools.
bpotswood, which' cur-

rently' sends s about 500
school children to South Ri-
ver schools, will lose that
convenience in 1974 al-
though the Spotawood Board
has asked to appeal the tle-
clslon of the state educa-
tion department.

The South Amboy board
rejected the plea because of
a lack of space at both Hoff-

, man Hign .School and the
grade school.'Both Bchoole
are now experiencing dou-
ble sessions because of the
overwhelming student pop-
ulation': ' .

In other business the
boariK-designated member
Thomas O'Brien, to serve,
on a special committee to
investigate the need for

„. more a c h b o I crossing
guards.
Mre. Nor ma Toth sug-

gested the committee after
parents expressed concern
over the absence of guards
at several key inter-
sections within ̂ the past twa.
weeks. Mrs. Toth is the
local PTA president.
Also serving on the com-

mittee will be Joseph Ma-
rlnln, a representative of
the PTA, arid Sgt. James
Tedesco of the South" Am-
boy Safety Dept.

Mrs. Louislu Reese, an
art teacher since 1933
submitted her resignation
effective Feb. 1,

Robert Guide was hired as
an English teacher at the
high school at $42 per day
for the remainder of the
current school year,

. He will work without a
contract until the next
school year.

Dooling, patrol division of
die local police.
Higgins warned that if stiy

of the students — or any-
one else — are caught
drunk driving by the police,
even if they don't Kill or
injure anyone , they a n -
In "deep trouble. He
pointed out that the penalty • ,
for drunken driving under
the present law rang**
tr^m . o. mayiirmnv rrf j>fL »•
days in JaUi» ha^500 fine
and suspension of drivers
license for six months to
much^tiffer fines and jail
tr tifis and 10 years with-
out a license.
Dr. Covert's remarks

concerned the social a s -
pects of youths attending -
social functions. He told
the seniors that it is wise
to sleep over if they lm-
bibled too much at a party
or let someone else drive
them home, "theirhelping
hand is at the end of their

—not too many, people •_
help them--they must

help themselves" Covert
said.
Tedesco and Ptl. Joseph

Dooling, who demonstrated r*
the Breathalyzer machine,
cautioned that in drunk
driving, cases even the most
expert lawyer will gen~
erally be unsuccessful in
municipal court, principal",
ly because of the accepted

.authority of the Breathaly-
zer machine.

(Continued on Page 2)
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;'of PuUwsltl Sav*
Loan Association
Rirsr slid South

its announced that
January 1. V97S,

institution will
tatsrest from day of

to day of withdraw-
all rsf olar passbook

account* at thr
rats in the nation,

to Konopacki,
kvlnge currently

the top intsrsst rate
country on regular
»k savings, 5% a

r, compoundsdquarter-
day of deposit

day of withdrawal ac-
willbe the best, most

type of account for
l-our monsy, since

savers wilt never lose
Single day's earnings as

as the keep $10 In the
st the end of each

^_^_ quarter/' Kono-

Pulawski Savings is con-
venlentsly located at 6
Jsekson Street in South
ftlver and at the corner of
Washington Avenue and
Davis Lane in South Amboy.

i
TO KSCKtVE BID*

mtti b* N«^V*4 by Ul* Citr
Of Sooth Amtoy. N. J. lor UM foh
lowing oat*-"ite

Aptrokimalaty 40.000 pound* of
tt«HM ohioum In 160 pound wlto>
dan to bi daUvtrtd In totaof M at a

*. M> UM South Amboy Sfmrali *
H«nry Stt,

14,000 ialtoiu cau»
tfct tod*. Mw mweurr e«U, to bi
dtttvmd In 1MK> gallon tank lot* to
MM South Amboy Watn Work* plant
OftlamrStMdway.

SMamuat be In no later than
January », 1979 *t 8 p.m.

ROBBUT JAOUBCH
Robert JAJueti of Stuttgart

Germany died euddenlyit
hie home on Monday, De-
cemhei^tSth.

Funeral Services were
held this morning (Thurs-
day) in Stuttgart.
Mr. Jagtssch retired 10

year a ago from newspaper
work. He la survived
wife AAftei-a daughter
Eugene (Ursula) Kenny, of
2 Bertram Avenue, diis
cltyi and three sonstHorat,

: Fritz, and Hans, all rest-
- dents of Germany.

NOTICE
TAKE NOTICE, llttt Oft

v®3ifv®£3*ifat
AMBOY, NEW JEftbtlY INC., tt»-
dl« • • GAY «0*«, holdtr of Ptmry
Kvuti . Connirhfliiett L t t w No.
C-» tor (NMRUM* loettMt at 967
Flrat StrHW * * & AvdNW. Naw

i*»pt«ctw addrMawa, «aeh aertir-
I M in th» « o ( * | a u mora than 10%
of H U corporart itotftaW* itpek;
Sunlay ftuMk, « l Crows Mill

Road, Fort», N*w 3trmy,
Eteanor RUMIL rittAat « 611

CtiMron Plac«,EUxabith,Ntwa«r-
My li DO longer a stosktoMtr in
the corporation.
Any information conMrnlni the

duaifficatlona of any of the above
current atocWwld«r» ahould bt com-
municatad in wrltint to Natalie
Brtnmn, City Clark, South Amboy,
New Jeravy. r

GAY 9CS OF SOL IH AMBOY,
NEW JERSEY INC,
B>: LOUlM Kutak, -

Vict-PrttidMt
"12/18/72

GET WELL WISHES

Mr. Louis Tedesco of 4
Grace Dr., South Amboy is
a surgical patient at the
Perth Amboy General Hos-
pital.
We all send you Mr. Te-

desco get well greetings
and a speedy recovery..

We Jein our friwwdi and neighbor! in a pr«y«r for worM
d iptrhY in the New YMT, Thtnk you.

THOMA* J. RYAN

NtwUm/Wt'ro srttifai ttw
" H U N ' Vsuw s\w AwAat̂ l̂aua • »»

• ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ P H ^ S ^ P F s»^>jsees#e'. v^p w^^^p e^^j es^^p

Mla% ^sSaW^h i^^^AS â k̂ ŝ aT MdaaiavaT

CARPET SCIVtU

ttonttmwd frow page D
iwmatoed In custody since
that time. -

Mrs. Leonard, who was to
have been a starVswitnese
against her husband, has
been living inCalifornla
and is In the process of
obtaining a divorce from
him*

The since-married widow,
who afro would have been
called as a prosecution wit-
iftsi was allowed to plead
guilty to two lesser offen-
se* stemming from the
alaylng—giving false in-
formation to Investigating
officers. She faces a maxi-
mum sentence of five years
tor the .crlmea.
During the session before

Scfiwaru, Barone advised
me court that the state
recommended a maximum
reformatory term of 15
years on Leonard's guilty
plea to the murder and an
additional three years'
maximum torm on the con-
eplracy count.
Harding told Schwartz

that, in his opinion, "the
beat ihtereete of Mr. Leo-
nard, the family and all of
society" would be served
by the young defendant'a
admissions. And Harding
said he thought the recom-
mended ^sentence waa
"proper and appropriate. -
When* Schwartz asked

young Leonard If he waa
satisfied with the legal rep-
resentation given by Har-
ding, the. defendant replied
that it was "above aver-
age/'
Just after Schwartz set

Jan, 22 as the tentative
date for * sentencing, Leo-
nard waa led out of the
courtroom to the county
jail. But as he was leav-
ing, the defendant, looking
toward the judge, flashed
the peacersign, '•

It takes
Hnore
than

Birth

are

you

March

BREATHALYZER DEMONbTRA-
TION--Patrolman Joseph Dooling
of the local police department ex-

(Continued from paj;e h
100 PliR CENT

CONVICTION.RATE
Dooling said there have

been about 10 drunk driv-
ing summonses issued this
year and that every one has
resulted In a conviction
because of the drivers' in-
ability to contradict the
machine; '
In an effort to demonstrate

to die students what hap-
pens to their faculties when
they imbibe, the police of-
ficers showed a film made
in Canada several years
ago in which racing driv-
ers were tested for driving
ability sober and drunk.

While the drivers showed
consummate skill in navi-
gating t h e i r vehicles
around elaborate obstacles
when they were sober, their
caution, judgment and ac-
curacy declined sharply
when they were under the
influence of even email

rjtjf alcohol. \ t
worst iendency^cr the

tested drivers, according
to die film's narrator, was
to acquire under the influ-
ence of alcohol a certain
bravado which led to speed-
ing and carelessness, J

All- of the drivers, for
example, drove faster when
drunk then sober, -in one
case even though it' had
begun to rain.
. Bass and Tadesco said
mat young people, because
diey are Inexperienced in
both drinking and driving,
are especially prone to be
careless drivers when
drunk. They are also prone,
the police sergeant said, to
deliberate showing off and
death-defying feats which
older drivers might have
outgrown.. .

plains the workings oi tt.eapparatus
to students of bt. Mark's and Hoff-
man High "schools Forum.

Base read to the students
a story he acquired from
the South River police de-
partment.

The story is in le first
person, told by «t 18-year
•old who got druii passed
a car when he shouldn't
have and ended up mang-
led and dead in the wreck-
age of his auto.

He pleads to be brought
back to life with promises
that he will be more care-
ful next time.

But the point of the story,
bass said, la that there
will be no next time.
bgt. Tedesco stated, that

one of the most dangerous
things you can do, is- put
the key in the ignition and
drive tiowji the street,'
Theru :re more auto acci-
dents than murders atv.1
assaults in south Amboy
or any other community,
A question and answer

session followed the dem-
onstration -amd speakers.

t.ukr wruir -MI th*> Bibtc
"JIMIIJI' not .mil yi' sltull

lie |ti(l|>t-(l cunritmn mil.
ye xhitll not IM' tun

IIKKIVI'. and ye shall

f«,ri;ivt>n " I l.>ikf 15 Xi I

N U I t l E l U

Nh-W JtiRSKY •
CHANlEHV DIVlJJlON

~" - M1D1H.KSBX UOL'Nl V
IXJCKETNO. M Jb«-7J

TO: KHY-sT>NA CfcGHiUCA
lly >jr«tei JJ{ ctic Superior l-i>urt

whtrrom li.:heu«z M. Cciielkj i«ihc.
plimilff and you .i(e defendaru, you
arc required m answer T!K- plain-
tiff* it compUlm an ot beforx the
?jh day oi f-'tSrwkpf,. 1973, hy, »orv-
tng your jn**«!r on KToladzlo J and
Cohan t h s q a , - a ' >f«e.yji for ihu..
pUtntifi, pf 421 W3«hiHgti>n KilmJ,
S^yrevjtU.', How Jy rteY^BHtt, *nd
filing it with proiji <jf isrvicL- IB
dtfptfcaii; urtih Clerfc of ,supt'rM>r

' Court, Suic Hou*; Annex, I renton,.
N. 1. (iR«2$. and it you fail \<i *n»-
w«r, an -ipprop'Uie judgmem ;<halt.
be rertdtjred again*! you. .

1 his iclon i« w obtain * divorce, '
• KOt.di>zit;j and (.WHAN,

b '
Attorney* (<>r P
by"/W Msiry ii. Ai«ar

12/28/73

HAPPY
NEW

YEAK

^ * * ! toHfatw wan*
to all nuritusfiim,,,: Tlmk you lot your

tMurmag m fo b

CHARLES KOMAR &S6myIN&


