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Fntmar Resident Admits Klllmg Father

Allon Leomrd, who ‘was

. t0 have gone on trial next
month for tiie 1970 blud-
gon murder of his father

Morgan, plegded guilty
last week before County
Court. Judge Abe &
Schwartz.

The . 22-year-old former
resident admitted charges
of murder-and conspiracy
to commit murder and
.could face a maximum re-
- formatory
years, provlded schwartz
accepts the state’s recom-
“mo

by recommendations of As-
siiitant Prosecutor Edward
"Barone and would deter-
mine latex whether to
_.accept the-
worked out between Barone

and Leonard’s detense

counsel, J, Norris Hardlng

of New Brunswlck
Schwartz said Leonard
would be permitted to re-

instate hiainnocent plea i t

1 feel the public’s interests
are pot being served...”
If this should happen, a new
trial date would be set for
the defendant,

. Leonard admitted that he

killed his hther‘ Robert,
41, (n the family's .‘.ayre-
ville home on the night of
June 18, 1970, Responding

“to a direct question from

the judge a8 to whether
he killed. bis fathér, Leo-
nard replied:, .

“Yes, 1 did Z

term of 18

tions on senténcing, -
However, the judge made it
clear that he was not bound -

lea bargatining -

Leonard’s response was
the same when Schwartz
asked him if the gullty lea-
was the defendant’s '‘best
course of action’ under the ,

circumarances,
The elder onard was
‘beaten to death inth< base-

ment of the family’s former
home on Lincoln Street,
Sayreville, and the body
was then loaded into the
trunk -of the victim's car
driven to nearby south Am-
boy, and abandored.

But this wasz not knwn
-for (8 months--not until
last January when young
Leonard’s wife, Linda, told
what had happened to Det
tective Robert Peterton of
the- prosecutor’s office
staff,

" Shortly thereafter. L.eo-
nard, his wife and:
Leonard’'s -mother, Mrs,
‘Audrey ‘Leonard Ferguson

- «~«-ghe had. remarried ~-
were arreated in the Rich- .

mond, Va., area and-sub-
sequently indf¢ted bythe
Middlesex County Grand

Jury.
- Young Leonard, who ap-
are in court clad iIn

jeans and a polo shirt

"and wearing his dark brown

hair long, with moustache
and beard, was indicted
for the actual murder, His
mother and wife were
charged with conspiracy to
murder with him and for
afding . and abettlng in the»
slaying, ..

On the nlght of the fa- .

‘swider di

"~ a full statement,

ther’s killing, Mrs. Per-

fum called Sayreville po-
ice to report that her hus-
band ‘had driven to a bec-

rough tavern to buy a pizza

. and nad not returned,
WAS not dlscoV-

The bod
ered until after Leonard’s
Car was impounded hy South
Amboy Kollce on com-
plaints
residents who ob
the vehicle being parked

thers,
' _Althouru Peterson and
.Sayreville Detective sgt.

Stanley Swider feit that
young Leonard was a prin-
cipal suspect in the homi-

. ¢ide, -there was no concrete

proof against him,
- Not long after the slaying,
the widow sold the Lincoln

Street house _and moved to

Virginfa. Young Leonard

and his wife also moved
to the Ri ond area later.
Howeveré. eterson and

notclose out the
investigation -and the for-
mer kept tabs on Leonard’s
wife, telephoning her from
time to time in various
towns in the South,

After she decided t6 give
arrest
warrantg. were prepared
and the detectives, together
with Barone, went to Rich-:
mond  where, with the
assistance of municipal po-
udce, the three were atrest-
e

Only young Leonard has

‘(Continued on Page‘ 2)

Henry Street
Jjected to

by the
they dri

"Lnt week the Little The-
atre at St Maryl High
school was the acene of a
two-day forum for the stu-
dents of St. Mary’s High -
school. and Hoffnan ngh

. -School,

Conducted by the South:
Amboy Police Department,

it 8 purpose wan to famil-

h

* [oet us hope this New Year ©
vbpngs ns closer lo 4 more united
" family. a more united commumly, a more
~ united country "and a more united world. We also
pjuae to offer our wishes for your persunal SUCCESS . and
e proupenty and give our decp-appreciation for your onal patron-
" age: throughout the past year. Look to the<future ... with faith that we

THE CITIZEN

f 7. o

STAFF

. and our country can and will reach new heights of happy. peaceful athlevemems.

-EXPLA!NING THE “AGE OF MA-
JORITY’" LAW--Municipal Prose-
cutor James Higgiris Tells it “as it
i8’’. A raft of statistics were aited
speakers indicating that if
-and-drive you are apt

_convenience i 197

.at-  several

- weeks, Mrs.,
- local PTA prasident,- .
Also serving on the com-
~ mittse will be Joseph Ma- .

" rinin, a representative of.

. eontuct

~ TEENAGE FORUM LEARNS ABOUT ‘BOOZE’

self,
Patrolman
James

xartze the ‘youth with the
new ‘‘Age of Majority’” law

- which goes into effec: on

January 1 and permits the
sale of alcoholic beverages

.10 18-20 year olds,

The principals on the
speakers rostrum were Sgt.
James Tedesco, -South Am-
boy traffic safety coordin-

ator; James Higgins, mun~

icipal prosecutor; Willlam
v f‘cw'rt' Bh, N Nawe Jor..
sey Traffic safety Center,

Rutgers Univ,; Allan Bass,

Middlesex County traffic

B coox‘dlnator and Ptl, Joseph

- Bd. of Ed. Declines
‘Spotswood Request

The Board of Educatio.
rejected a request fromthe

‘spotswood Board of Edu-

cation to send children

. from that community to -
. south Amboy schools,

spotswood,  which' cur-
rently’ sends > about . 500
schoal children to South Ri--
ver schools, will los th?t
al=-
though- the Spotawood Board
has asked to appeal thede-

- clision of the state educa-‘

tion department,

The South Amboy board
re jected the plea because of
a lack of space at both Hoff-

. man Hign | bchool and the.

grade school,' Both schoots
are now experiencing dou-
ble sessjons because of the

.-overwhe ming student pop-
ularion.

In _other bustneas the
boar signated member

Thomas O'Brien to serve.

on a special committee to

invesgigate the need for -

_more sachool crossing
guards, o
"Mre, Norma Toth sug-

gested the committee after
parents expressed concern
over the abeence of guards
key inter-
- sections within-the past two
Toth is the

the PTA, and sgt.. James

" Tedesco of the South Am-‘

boy Safety Dept.

teacher since 1933
submitted her renlmtibn

" . effective Feb, 1, - ;=
'Robert Guido was htred aé

an English teacher at'the
high schoul at $42 per day
for the \'emalnder of the
curreit achool year,

. He will work wlthout 2
unti} ,the next

noiynr._

to kill or injure someone or your-
In photo, on ltago d. to r,)
0

‘Mxs, Louisita Reese, an
Cart. '

=g mad v T alivs o
SIS E

Joseph ling, Sat.

Tedesco, Allan Baas, and
James Higgtns. - '

Duoling, petrol dlvilion d
- the local police,
"~ Higgins warned that i any
. of the students -- or any«

one else -- are caught
- drunk driving byme ice,
even if they dont i1l or :

injure anyone , °}'
in ‘‘deep trouble’’,
‘pointed ‘out that the penalty
for drunken driving under -
the present law ranges

ftrom o -
days in j?nr 'R“Roo fine -
and suspensién of irivers
- license for six months to.
‘much _atiffer fines and il
te.ms and 10 years withe .
out a license,
-Dr, Covert’s remerku
" concerned the social u-
pects of youths attendit
social functions. He t
the seniors that it is wise
to sleep over If they ime
hibled too much at a party
- or let someone elsc drive ..
" them home, ‘‘Thelrhelping
hand is at the end of their
-‘arms-<not too many people
will Lelp them--tiey must
" help themselves CoVert
. said,
Tedesco and Ptl, Joeph
" Dooling, who demonstrated . =
" ‘the Breathalyzer machine,
cautioned that in drunk -
.driving casés eventhe most .
- expert -lawyer will gen.
erally be ungsuccessful in
- municipal court, principale. -
ly because of the accepted. -
.authority of the Breatbaly-
-zer machlne.
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