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Lttttrs To The Editor
March '14*4972

In reply to Mr. John Norsk's letter which'appeared
in die March 2, M72 issue of the Cittern, concerninf a
letter he wrote to the Mayor and Council about me
-of Municipalities Convention at Atlantic Cityi 1 would
to point out the following facts.
~ 1. We did not read this letter at a public meeting be-
cause John Mullane, the City Attorney, advised against
tt» However, he did say we could read It when Mr. Norek
«s»s present, but we have not seen Mr. Norek since »*n-
uary. Mr. Me Lane our Administrator advised Mr. Norek
ft*!? in February that we would read It when he was
present. He knew this, yet his P.S. at the bottom of his
letter to die editor claims he WAS being Ignored.

2. His letter states that the failure to publish the con-
vention list of bills was a "deliberate coverup". The
official responsible for publishing that list of bills Is the
City Crerk. The list was given to her at the last minute,
after all amendments were made to the original list.
This-was an odd-night meeting, which we have lit Novem-
ber because of Election Day and convention week. We have
both business meeting and the public meeting the same
night. I have been associated with the City Clerk for
almost 20 years in City Government and there isn't a
more dedicated, honest and sincere person as Bhe. The
despicable term "Deliberate coverup' is not in her vo-
cabulary. I feel you owe this gracious Udyah apology for
your choice of words.

3. You play on words - You note that 44 people were
authorized to attend but only 28 registered. You would
like people to think that only 28 attended. I cannot swear
that all 44 attended but if there is anyone'you think did
not attend because they did not register, I would be glad
to check them for you. There is nothing compulsary
about registering, even Mr. Intnan failed to register, but
1 know he was there and 1 was with him. There are a lot
of our Board members and" employees who only attend'
for one day. Again, It is not required that they spend
$5.00 for registration to just browse the exhibition hall.
They can still attend the various sessions that deal with
their work. 1 do know.of two Recreation Board members
who returned their check when they realized they could
not attend.

4. You "use the expression "at an expense to Che City
a* »*•«>". You'were not fair enough to add that In 1070
the convention expense was in excess of $7000.

~ 5. You failed to mention that each city employee that
attended had to point out to Mr. Me Lane the League Ses-
sions, that dealt with his oi her Job before they received
permission to attend. You fa led to mention that respective
Boards voted on what members should attend. You really
only tell half a story.

6. You say "Various elected officials ami city employ-
ees" . . .You fail to-mention that 15 of those who at-
tended serve the city on Boards without salary. You fail
to mention that 7 were only part-time employees. You fail
to mention that only 16 employees attended-the conven-
tion. Yet you keep harping 44 elected officials and em-
ployees attended when, in fact, there were only 6 elected
officials.

7, You say that I hire everyone and their brother to
keep-the departments full, Mr. Norek, ask the men who
were on strike for several months at AS&R and at the
Cable Works and the fellows who got laid off when ttie
dumpers phased out. Ask them that have 3 or 4 children
to feed if they would rather work for the-city for two
weeks'or so and maintain their dignity, or should they
go to our Welfare Director for food tickets or a check
to pay their rent or their fuel bill. See how they feel.

~ S, You say that 1971 saw .the.-greatest overexpendlture
and exhaustion of funus in the city's history. Why
weren't you fair about It and tell the people that I had a
$77,000 deficit to start my 1971 budget with. Why didn't
you tell them that this year's deficit Is $6000 less than
last year. Why didn't you tell the people why the deficit?
In 1970 the $77,000 in emergencies were legal bonaflde
expenditures that were not contemplated when the budget
waft prepared. I have great faith and respect In Mayor
Rush and Council President Henry. These emergencies
that occurred in their administration were legitimate and
die New Jersey State Division of Local Finance authorized
and approved all of them in the year 1970. The $71,000
In emergencies in 1971 were likewise authorized and,
approved by the N. J. Division of Loe*l-Flnance. Let me
lust enumerate, some of those emergencies.

v , 1. Insurance premiums, based on experience rates
Increased $16,808. over the appropriation. lean
have Mr. Harrlgan write to you on this.

2; State mandated -survey^of-HMrnitary landfill cost -
$2500.

3. Social Security increase cost $3000.
4. Ventilation in basement of City Hall cost $4100.
5. Legal expense to settle the Tlmm case cost $5000.
6. Salary adjustments totaled $29,175, The Police

Oeparment ftlone was almost $17,000.

So you see Mr. Norek, these things were not' Acted
when die 1971 budget was prepared, but please ren. ..oer,
they were all approved, by the N. J. State Division of
Local Pittance. - .
• M*. Norek. i fail to see anything Informative In your
letter. Everything I mention above is part of the public
record. Everything that you mention is full of Innuendo*
tnd hjiiMrMths, .

, In conclusion, Mr, Norek, I would like to point out that
at the League of Municipalities Convention-in Atlantic
City, there are work sessions on subjects such as Drug
Control, Houiing, Tax Reform, Zoning and Public Works
to nftme lust a few, and by attending these work sessions
our p*opleare brought up to date on * e latest techniques
available in those varlou* fields. The contribution our

taicilttlli Cliiic
Sit ftr Saturday
Board of Health president

Robert Leslie announced
mat free inoculation clinic
for city children will be
held this Saturday at St.
Mary's school from 9.00
a.m. to lit80 a.m.
Children up to af t six will

reqelve OPT (dlphtherU-
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NEW POLICEMEN—Officially sworn in by City Clerk
Mrs. Natalie Brennan, while Mayor William E. O'Leary
holds the bible for the ceremony were Michael Brennan
and Leo McCabe.
Brennan lives at 322 Ward Avenue with hts_wife

Phillys. He"is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Brennan.
Yje Is a graduate of St. Mary's High School.
*McCabe lives at 155 George Street with his wife

Judith: He is the son of the late Mr, and Mrs. J. McCabe.
He is a graduate of Hoffman High School.

Both officer will attend the police course at Middlesex
College starting on March 20th.

people, make to the city after having attended these ses-
sions I would not attempt to evaluate in terms of dollars
and cents.

I was not going to'dignify your letter by answering It,
but because you cast a shadow on the integrity and'repu-
tation on our City employees, the dedicated people who
serve on our many important boards and the-elected
officials 1 felt I must. Please get the facts first before
you write your politically motivated letters. And remem-
ber Mr. Norek, peoples who live, in glasshouses should
not throw stones.

. . . v /*./ William* E. O'Leary
,. '- Mayor

March 16, 1972
Dear Editor: '.. '• . •.. _̂ ~

Since, on many occasions, I have-wrltten letters to
the Editor regarding the general welfare of our city I
am now happy to see so many concerned citizens. It is
certainly good and deslrablr 'for the vitality of any
community that taxpayers, on either side of a question,
should express themselves. It Is their right to ask why,
or ..why not, certain things are done or why other prac-
tices are allowed to continue. Like the head of any family
they are "footing the bill". They should expect to ques-
tion how their money is being spent.

With so much concern being shown it is perhaps an
ideal time for all concerned to remind themselves of the-
basic rightB they enjoy under our country's Constitution.
It firmly guarantees' its, citizens the right-to freely ex-
press an honest opinion - in fact, to even question the
way its own government functions. Our governing body
has an obligation to listen to the taxpayers questions
and criticisms OBJECTIVELY; Its members must recall
mat they hold their positions as a trust and that they are
WHERE they ARE by choice of the voters - die SAME
taxpayers! This entrusts them with the responsibility to
serve , to listen and to weigh what is said justly. It gives
none the right to resort to vindictive reprisals against
those who express an honest opinion *bout how their-tax
dollars shall be spent. It la well to remember thaf the
average taxpayer does not appear at a council meeting
to grind any axes - on the contrary he has voted for the
gentlemen who sit on the governing, body. It is the tax-
payers' money - his health and the welfare of HIS
community that brings- him there to express himself.
All concerned must patiently recall the profound words
of a great patriot who said--"! disagree heartily with
everything you say but I will defend to the death your
l M t t t , " '

* A very concerned citizen
(Name Withheld) ...

More Utter* To tht Editor on PJAJM 2 and 7
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tecanua-whooping f )
shots} Diphtherla-tetan;«
boottej shots will h* given
to children ages •even and
up; Rubella, to childrenapes one through ten; msa-
, es, ages one through I8j

measles and Rubella com-
bined, ages, one through
ten; and oral polio, all ages.
The oral polio immuni-

zation may not be admin-
istered to anyone who has
received measles vaccine
during the past six weeks
or who has had or been
exposed to an actual case
of measles during the past
three weeks.
The Rubella immunization

may hot be admlnlstrered
to anyone who is allergic
to neomycin.
Immunizations for mea-

sles or for measles and
Rubella combined, may not
be administered to anyone
who Is allergic to eggs,
feathers or neomycin.
the board was advised by

the building inspector mat
me owner of the three gar-
ages described as safety
hazards was advised to de-
molish them or board them
up. Tta? prages are located
off Main Street.
Mayor William O'Leary

and Councilman Frank
Zebro stated that the build-
ings should be torn down.

City Council
Adopts Budget

- An amendment increasing
die City of'"South Amboy
budget $407,217 to $1,923,
740 was adopted by the
City. Council without com-
ment or objections from
the public.

__ The increase brings" the
municipal tax rate to $4.61

\ per $100 of assessed vaU
* uation as compared to $2.28

in 1971.
The school tax is pre-

dicted to be $2.28 as op-
posed" to $3.86 in 1971.
The reduction comes from

a change in the method of
-raising school taxes..

Previously the collections
were made on a fiscal year
basis. Through a resolu-
tion passed last week the
council has changed the
method to collections on a

_ calendar year basis.

Exempts Sit Melting
The South Amboy Exempt

Firemen will hold a meet-
ing on Tuesday, March 28
at the Enterprise Co. on
Broadway.

you think of

GREETING CARDS
think of .

PETERSON MUHUCY
,P««ttript4«ni tine* 1190

132N.BflNdw*y 721-0137

J. I Htrrifu C#*. he
,— Issl Istst* ft laswtisss —

T. • SOUTH AMiOV

Mrs* ROCCO QavKttt 4f
Metawan, president and baM

HU evening )» plwued, in-
cluding sntortalnsjiat and
door prltaa. Tlokata ax*
$85 per couple and may bt
obuined by writing' Mrs.
Everitt Fenwick of M m .
win or by calling her at
201-566-1625. Since at-
tendance will be limited to
200 persons, < early reser-
vationa are suggested.

This is the third consecu-
tive year that the Sorop-
timists, an International
organisation of eAacutlTS
women, have raised funda
for die hospital. Proceeds
from mis and several otfte*
club efforts during roe past
year wilt help defray coeta
of the hospital's current $7
million expansion, to be
completed In 1973. The ex-
panded health facilities will
include a $1 million com-
munity mental healdi center
plus a diagnostic and treat-
ment center In Madiaon
Township, N. J. _

Ecuwttnictl €tt«t?
To Prtstnt Contoto

The Ecumenical Choir of
South Amboy, under the di-
rection of Mr. Clinton
Heyer, will present "The
Seven Last Words erf
Christ"/ a sacred contata,
by Theodore-Bubols, at the
United Methodist Church of
South Amboy, Frank Ave-
nue off Eugene Boulevard, '
Sayreviile, New Jersey, on
Good Friday, March. 31,
1972 at 8*00 p.m. The Rev.
Joel Wright, Jr., Pastor of
the church, will officiate.
The public is invited7 to
attend.

St. Mary's Sttttfut
Wins Spilling S i r
Joanne Corvino, daughter

of Mr. and Mrs. Josejph
Corvino, 881 Bordentown
Avenue, South Amboy, a
student at St. Mary's
Grammar School was
awarded a plaque for first
place In the K of C spon-
sored SpelUng Bee Contest.
Miss Corvino will compete
in the County Finals.
Second place winner was

Miss Eileen Farrell. Third
place went to James Mc-
Mahone. All three are stu-
dents of St. Mary's Cram-
mar School^.

s—

Join The Motorcade
To Trenton On

Saturday, March 18th

Main Liquor Stiri
On Usptr Msiti 4 Deviri I V

. Tilenfle
easy Nrtt A IMp

WEOELIVER 721-1164

Omi Tkb
10 e.m. to 1 p.m.
0 p.m. to 0 p,m.
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HOME SITE SURVEY - - Students
Ann* Brazer of (176 Renner Ave.)
Uillon and Phil Nufrio of C157 Am*
feeParkway) Bloomfield confer with
their inatructor, Raphael J. Caprio,
on the reaults of a recent geography

leal survey done In Bloomfield, The .
random check of 100 new home-
ownera revealed diverse reasons
for 'their purchaaea and cholcea
of location.

by Erma Brown

A aaorgaphlcal survey
<*©G**Cted by Rutgers New-
-*« atudama has revealed
tfeet what may be a con*
*4*t»nt pattern in resident

ofeangea by inner city
and alao indicated

social attitudes lead-
ing to changes in home
locations.

Eleven students, members
of Prof. Raphael J.
Ciprio's ''Geography and
Uffgan Planning" course,
{Jpant two months asking
Bloomfield homepwnera

,why they bought their pres-
ent house's and what fac-
tor* had influenced their
decisions to move to their

' particular neighborhoods.
With the knowledge of

Bloomfield o'fictalB, the
"MMU. one of a contin-

eexlee of 4ield studies
:tedby the College of

Arta and Sciences geogra-
phy department, was ini-
tiated aa an attempt to de-
termine population move-

" awm, tax trends and the
rate of property deteriora-
tion.
Tabulated results were

preatfhted to the community
lift month, and Prof. Cap- .
*to and hia students are now
completing a commentary
on their work, which 'will
alao be forwarded to the
town, Definitive conclu-
a?lona on the beat use of
the data, however, wtUbe
left to the discretion o the
BJoomfleld planning board.
o "Among the most in-
teresting o b s e r v a t i o n s
made :oy the students/'.
PtpU Caprio said, "were
those concerning purchae-'
era' attitudes towards the
ethnic backgrounds of their
neighbors. Those who
readily verbalized their
toieravce — or indiffer-
•net « to ethnic back-
grounds live In areas least
•ubject to change, or areas
fflt higher-priced houses."

Bloomfield, a n Eesex
Gettnty community of Juat
ovt 50,000 residenta, i s

" i l qf many simitar
whose boundaries

ral to Newark,
^ w to Prof•„ Caprio,
Aitfcough a taoiatty-tnte-
grated community, it has a
varie* strata of economic

reflected in its
[, Considered a ata-

lity tax-wiae,
accessible to

yment centers
York Metro-

area. ; ..
100 famiUea Imer-

re prase otlnii
19 per oew oftfl

..... Jrs m
boueeainiw

—a desire to own their
own houses. These moves
tended to be of less imme-
diacy and reflected a more
selective choice in final
location. These, moves
were also made from great-
er distances in former
housing.

—search for a better en-
vironment, Most of these
households. had formerly
lived in Newark or other
central cities,

—forced moves, these in-
cluded those who had been
evicted or had lost their
leases, representing moves
of varied distances from
.previous locations.
r"We also found/' Prof
Caprio noted, "a striking
dichotomy between the
more affluent and the old-r
ex' sections of the commun-
ity in price- of house, type
of mortgages and house-
hold income/'

The survey team's com-
puterized results show that
moat people who today pur-
chase one-* two- and three-
family houses, with an av-
erage price of $29,000, are
usually working or lower
middle class families.

The average annual in-
come of those interviewed
was $13*000, with a range
of less than $10,000 to over
$20,000. One third of the
households had two wage
earners. Those buying
houses in the medium price
and lower Ganges usually
financed their purchases
through FHA or VA loans,
while the more affluent
were able to arrange con-
ventional bank loans. AVYI
erage monthly hpuBe pay-
ments were found to bej
$250.
In their commentary, the

students made on general
conclusion that may influ-
ence the Planning Board's
future thinking on zoning
laws. At the time of the
survey, Bloomfield zoning
ordinances readily allowed
conversion; in several old-
ex sections of town of sin-
?le dwellings into two-fam-
ly units.
According to the Rutger*

professor, the shortage of
rental housing in the Met-
ropolitan region could eas-
ily stimulate increases in
conversion rates', a situa-
tion that often la detrimen-
tal to the fiscal base of a

- municipality. Should a
maaa conversion of, thia
type occur in Bloomfield
the students concluded, the
effect would be to lower
iirvalue per unit to a point
where new homeowners
might lack the means or
commitment to finance re-
pairs and maintenance.
Thia could result in ad-
verse effects felt by the

LA.SK A'

while conducting the aur-
vey. rje aald the field stu-
dies are valuable exper-
iences for students inter-
ested in careers in city
planning.
Currently, another group

of geography students en-
rolled in an "Urban Plan-
ning*' seminar, also taught
by Prof* Caprio, Uengaged
in a study in cooperation
with the Orange Model Ci-
ties community Develop-
ment Program. Working
under Arnold Relter", di-
rector of action planning,
and Don Friedman,, direct-
or of c r i m i n a l Justice
planning, they will Investi-
gate existing manpower
training programs., incen-
tives for industrial devel-
opment and the municipal,
court system.

JR. WOMAN'S CLUB
HOLDS MEETING

At the invitation of the
Board of Trustees of the
South Amboy Public Li-
brary, the March 13 meet-
ing of the South Amboy
Junior Women's Club was
held there. Director Mrs,
Joyce Brookman discussed
the services the library of-
fers the community and
the members had an oppor-
tunity *o tour the library.
General federation junior

project chairman Mrs.
Carlos Ortiz reported
plans are presently under-
way for an Easter party
for a cottage of 53 young-
sters, at' the Woodbrldge
State School;..

Mrs. Robert Curtis, .so-
cial services chairman,
announced her department
will be making and distri-
buting Easter baskets to
local youngsters.
Aa a result of a recent-

nominating committee
meeting, the following elate
of officers were recom-
mended to the membership
for the 1972-73 club year:
President, Mrs. Robert
Curtis, vice-president,
Mrs. Frank Kurzawa; re-
cording secretary, Mrs.
John Nolan; corresponding
secretary, Mra. John Ab-
ramskl; and treasurer,
Mrs. Harry Romeo. Elec-
tion of officers will take
place at the annual meet-
Ing on March 27. .

Air Electric
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Letter to the Bdltor
SouthAmboy Cldaen

Dear Mr* .• ' --. -' . . ;
t would like to mentt« a m hm *o yew

TbeHere are oouwttoting fatfwe t a r
of fte M*il m&m ***** •**

fi^ on a iwmber of c w s i o n * at public
questioned the fact of why the Mayor « * Council
not aee fit to have advertised fox public bidding me
line item in the budget amounting to ffl.OOO.OOper year,
which amount hae now incxaaaed, for services of a
contractor to level and coter the local garbage dumpe.
Thii work is usually performed on a one day a week
basis, and the contract bad bam held for a number of
yeare by the B.J. Exqavating Co., and is now held by

* 6. Trucking. I believe flie work changed hande last
November witho« formal blda being put out by the dry.
I alao queetloned in December of last year an Item of%
work given to the Layne New York Co. at the local water
worka amounting to over 116,000.00 without formal bid-
ding. On each of theae occaaaiona I was assured by
council members that thia work could be let out by
the city without public bidding under the term "special
services", and their legal counsel backed up their

-remtrkft with hie opinlona and agreed with their state-
ment* on every occttitlon.

Following an *poo:r-tment and meeting at the office
of Mr. Joaeph Ennn, Director, Department of Commun-
ity Aftaira. Division of Local Finance and Government
in Trenton, N.J.( let me assure die taxpaying public of
South Amboy that there is NO SUCH THING as ''special
aervtcea" allowed to any municipality in this state
which permits the bypassing of public bidding for any
ltema over the "amount of $2,500.00. Let me assure
your friends and neighbors that every contract or
agreement for the performance of any work/ or the
furnishing or hiring of any materials or supplies, the
coat of the contract price whereof la to be paid with,
or out of public funds, ahaII be made or awarded only
after public advertising for bids. 1 specifically quote
state atatut? C 40A:Il-4 and refer to P.L. 1971,
C. 198. I Wilt alao refer to statute C 4OA:ll-7 which
prohibits the aubdlvidlng of any contract which is alngle
in character so as to bring it or any part thereof under
die maximum price or cost limitation,thus dispensing
with the requirement of. public bidding. I connect With
the violation of this statute the ventilation work permit-
ted directly by the Mayor for the concrete basement
room two floors below ground in the brand new city halt
building, and which the Mayor announced last April
would be used for a new recreational site for the youth -
of the city. This ventilation problem should have been
included in the original construction of the building.
There is not a stick of furniture in this lower basement
aa yet, it still leaks in any heavy rain and to top it Off
die contracts were subdlvlded-to eliminate public bidding
to two out of town vendors.. The Stack Co. of Perth
Amboy was paid $1683.00 and $2440.00 to the Ma thia Ben
Co. of Edison, the total bill for the work being $4,123.00.
Juat laat week at the council meeting approval was
given by 3-2 vote for the purchase of an automobile
from the Briggs Agency for over $3,900.00 for the police
department. There waa no publjic bidding oh this purchase
and Although the state manual says that passenger
carrying vehicles are exempt from bidding "the Division
of Local Finance Is of the opinion thatT-as a matter of
sound public policy, they SHOULD be bid.

The point in this Instance is that a local vendor did
make the sale of this automobile' to the city, but had
die Mayor been so inclined he could have personally
made the purchase from an out of town firm and1 the
local agency would not have been able to get the sale.
This also raises the innuendos on a conflict of Interest

. on the Mayors part due to his past employment with
die Briggs Agency. In 1970 the city purchased two
police cars through the state agencys In Trenton at
a savings tp the city of about $600.00, and this could
have been done.again thjs time at a savings to the city.
-Public bidding by a governing body of a municipality

, hurts no one, It helps keep the nose dsan of everyone
involved, and maintains the trust put In city officials
by the people who elected them. Every dollar saved
by a Mayor and council member is a dollar saved for
the taxpayer. These people have in the past and still
are directly violating the state statutes of New Jersey
by failing to publicly bid many items of service and
by so doing are short-changing the taxpayers of
South AnibOy. The public must have their confidence
in the integrity of the. political process and the evan-
handedness of government, afjd the city budget for 1972
presented this past week, and still to be absorbed by
die people, must have severely shaken that confidence.

Thank you for your time
and apaie,

/ s / John P. Norek,
255 George St.

. More UtWrs tip the Editor on Page 7

TRAVIS
INCOME TAX SERVICE

234 first Street South Amboy.NJ

INDIVIDUAL

I M A U

WONTHLY•;". QUARTERLY . ANNUALLY

As faculty of
H. 0 , Hoffman cboee Mtft*
Laura Mundy dsujfeter of
Mr. * Mrs. Raymond-M$t*
dy, 3M Parker Avenue fc.
Amboy and Mies Roberta
Ferenca, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Roman Ferenet
of 833 Florence
delegates to the Citiaen*
shiplnatltuwatOouglftt to
be held June 12th to 16fh,

•- -. t -
• - . , , • • • : • • - t ; - f

Miss Mundy will lie spon-
sored by South Amboy
Women's t:iub while South
Amboy Junior Women's
Club will sponsor Miea
Ferencz. Miss -4»haron
Wood daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Wallace Wood Of 341
Ward Avenue, South Amboy
has been selected to act as
alternate for both clubs.

All three girls are mem-
bers of the National Honor ,
Society. Miss, Mundy has
also been a cheerleader for
three years and has par-
ticipated in intramural
spurts. Miss Fereftcz liaa
serve-4 as a candy striper
at South Amboy Mem-
orial ifrepital where she
earned her cap and pin
and has participated in in-
tramural sports. Miss
Wood has also been a
cheerleader for Hoffman
High for the past three
year a and. In addition has
played intramural sports.

KEEP YOUR CHILDREN
IN

NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOLS

JOIN THE MOTORCADE
TO TRENTON

Saturday • Mareh 18th

t

REGULAR
PASSBOOK
ACCOUNTS
• h\ m MM t in e»i u «•» H I m
U«fHJpMtWtf1


