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Litters To The Editor
In answer to the letter which appeared In last week's
edition of the Citizen:

With the limited budget the South Amboy Recreation
Department has to work with, I feel Mr. Zdanewicz and
Mr. Tomaszewsld do a very fine Job in all phases of
recreation In the city of South Amboy. It was good to
see that BO few were only dissatisfied with the city league
schedule, these few should look at other towns the size
of South Amboy and see what they have In comparison,
and if they do have a better recreation program, it's
because the individuals Involved must pay a registration
fee of $3.00 to $6.00 to participate plus a sponsor
fee to.-covar officials, equipment and gym facilities.

So gentlemen be grateful for what you have, besides
there are other needs to be fulfilled in recreation,
namely the youth of our city who we are trying to give
the same opportunity you fellows had when you were
younger. . ... * -— -

, One suggestion I can make to you gentlemen is to
attend the next council meeting as voters and taxpayers
and ask to have the recreation budget increased to
facilitate your needs, this is your right. It's better to
do something like this rather than sit back and Bay GIVE
ME.

/ s /J . McCarthy

To the Editor:

In answer to the letter by the six "boys" who are
"very disappointed that the Men's Senior Basketball
League's season has been shortened" may I say my
heart bleeds for all of you.

May I suggest that the Men's Senior Basketball League's
season be eliminated completely, so that,

1. More funds be used for recreational purposes
for the young set. After all, the idea of recreation
programs is to give them a fair chance, to learn
sportsmanship, etc.

2. Instead of asking for a hand-out, you all work,
or able to work, why don't you dig into your own
pockets, and then set up your own "Recreational
Utopia" program that can be a credit to you not
to the "welfare board". You also can get an assist
from business sponsors of teams.

3. It's getting on time to think of the taxpayers —
they can only dig in so much before the "golden
goose" starts laying brass eggs.

4. Stand-up and be counted — and you'll find more
than fifteen league members that are from out of
town.

5. How about taking a little league team under your
wing and give them your time — they'll like it, and
you 11 feel^reat.

Name withheld upon request

Dear Editor: .
Now the time has come for our city fathers, who we

helped elect, to work for us. I hope they will instruct
the planning board to vote in our favor.

The McCormack Sand Co. with it's dust, vibrations,
cracked walls, water damage and the like is not what
we need.

As a property owner, I'm sure everyone would agree
that they wouldn't want them In their back yard.

/&/ Mrs. Ann Mezynski

Dear Editor,
Once again I am appealing to the City officials. I

don't know how much longer I can stand these vibra-
tions in my home. Most I go out every day of the week,
not to mention the nltes to escape the nerve racking
noise?

It's been months since I can honestly say I ve had a
descent word for my family. I'm short tempered, more
nervous than I've ever been, and I know I'm just not
myself anymore.

Please consider the affects the Sand Company ha shad
on our lives down here. I don't know where to turn
anymore. Must I move? — or will you HELP US???

PARKWAY BRIDGE WORK DELAYED
The inclement weatherof

recent days has delayed
until next Tuesday, Decem-
ber 7, the scheduled start
of a two-lane restriction
on the JUritan River cross-
ing for northbound Garden
State Parkway traffic.

Chairman John P. Galla-

Oasa T W Saaaty
6 p.m. to 10 p.m.

Comprehensive Planning Committee
Meets at South Amboy Memorial Hospital

Iff M i l l * ' <tf
I U I I >'

'•ft.

MemberB of the Steering, Committee
responsible for development of a
Comprehensive Health Planning Agen-
cy for this area <"B" Agency), met
this week at South Amboy Memorial
Hospital. The committee consists of
persons representing consumer, busi-
ness, educational, medical and muni-

cipal elements In central New Jersey.
Those attending were: left to right
(sitting) Mr. Charles A. Buttaci, Mr.
Martin R. Roskey, Chairman.
Standing: Mr. Eugene J. Nieto, Co-

chairman, Mr. William Kovacs, Mrs.
Doris G. Hansen, and Dr. Louis W.
Barlle.

gher of the New Jersey
Highway Authority, which
operates the Parkway, said
the rainy weather Inter-*
fered with necessary prep-
aration work and has put
off for a week the planned

. northbound traffic restric-
tion aimed at gaining a
half year's time in the
completion of five full lanes
across the Rarltan.

With northbound traffic
restricted to two lanes
only, the contractor is ex-
pected to be able to finish
the conversion work on the

- old Rarltan River crossing
in time for next summer's
peak travel.
Meanwhile, the Authority

last Tuesday pur into use as
scheduled the full five lanes
of the new southbound
Parkway span across the
Rarltan. .

Members of the Middle-
sex County Steering Com-
mittee responsible for
development of a Compre-
hensive Health Planning
Agency for this area ("B
Agency) met this week at
South Amboy Memorial
Hospital. Mr. Martin R.
Roskey, Vice President
National Paint Company
and Mr. Eugene J. Nieto,
South Amboy Memorial's
administrator, were elect-
ed chairman and co-chair-
man, respecrtvety; Mr.
C h a r l e s A. Buttaci
represented -the States
Comprehensive Hea l th
Planning "A" Agency,
The Committee, elected

recently at a meeting of
Middlesex County „ resi-
dents, consists of persons
representing consumer,
b u s i n e s s , educational,
medical, and municipal
elements In central New
Jersey. The new agency
which they are helping fown
will have as its goal the Im-
provement and mainte-
nance of the highest level
of health care possible
within boundaries designa-
ted by New Jersey State
Health Planning Council.
The council had divided
New Jersey into four areas
for purposes of public
health planning. The area
with which "B" Agency
will be concerned has been
designated "area 3" and
includes Hunterdon, Mer-
cer, Middlesex, Monmouth,
Ocean, and Somerset Coun-
ties.

Purpose of the recent
meeting was to clarify the
committees' role In the
project, review activities

of previous meetings, and
discuss direction of plan-
ning. Mr. Nieto, in report-
ing results of the meeting
stated that its prime
purpose' was to establish
good communication lines
with community organiza-
tions and private agencies,
and to discuss how inter-
ested community and pri-
vate organizations can be
brought into the planning
role. Effected communica-
tion, he said, will make it
easier to develop Health
care agendas for presen-
tation to the larger body of
representatives from the
six counties which com-
prise "area 3". Consumer
and provider "input", he
said, is essential for suc-
cessful health planning; and
will expedite completion of
the task with which the
Steering Committee has
beep charged.

Re: fOLICE ACTION

Lact Thursday morning,
when the city was lathed by
a storm, tht local polka were
plagued with many burglar
alarm* going off dim to the
wind disturbances.

Tht alarm at tht Raritan
Printing Co. went off at & 28
a.m. - exactly within two m|n-
utes Patrolmen Frank Norsk
and Tom Kelly were at the
the cheeking it out.

Captain Tantto M M on
tht

EXEMPT ASSOCIATION
RENAMES OFFICERS
The South Amboy Exempt

Firemen's A s s o c i a t i o n
held Its regular meeting at
the Protection Fire Co.
firehouse.

The city's governing body,
officers of the state Exempt
Association, and Perth
Amboy Exempt Association
were guests at the meeting.
Officers nejned for the

coming year are: Robert
Hackett, president; Joseph
Quinlan, Vice-president;
John D. Leonard, secre-
tary; Al Sorrentino, treas-
urer-, Robert Hackett, Al
Sdrrtntino and Joseph
quinlan, representatives to
the Relief Association;
Kenneth Mundy, Relief
Trustee.
Named as delegates were

Arthur Thomas, R. Hack-
ett, F. Conroy,S.Malkiew-
icz and C. Rellly. Alter-
names named: J e r r y
Connors, N. Thompson, J.
Hahni, W. Hansell, Sr.,
and Paul Ust.

Hospital Food
Director Appointed

Eugene J. Nieto, admin-
istrator of South Amboy
Memorial Hospital, has an-
nounced the appointment of
Allan J. Siesel as food ser-
vice director. Mr. Siesel
was formerly assistant
food service director at
Kingsbrook Jewish Medical
Center, Brooklyn, N. Y.,
where he was in charge of
all ordering and production
of food, participated in
menu-planning and was re-
sponsible for all food ser-
vice operation in that 750
bed hospital.
In addition to these same

duties at South Amboy Me-
morial, Mr. Siesel will be
responsible for imple-
menting a new convenience
food system recently
adopted by the hospital.
He has extensive experi-
ence In this field, both at
Kingsbrook Jewish Medical
Center and In various ca-
pacities since 1965 at ho-
tels, country clubs and
catering establishments.
Mr. Siesel is a graduate

of New York City Com-
munity College (Brooklyn)
and the Food and Maritime
Trades High School, New
York City. He served as
personal cook for generals
in the U.S. Army from
1966 to 1969 and was hon-
orably discharged as a spe-
cialist 5th Class. He
resides with his wife and
son in Flushing, N.Y.
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YOUTH CENTER
FUNDS SOUGHT
Mayor William E. O'-

Leary said that Federal
funds may be available to
establish a teen-age rec-
reation facility in the
basement of the city hall.

The Department of Urban
Development (HUD) offi-
cials, according to the
mayor, have indicated the
city would probably be el i-
gible for federal assistance
for the teen-age project.
Originally the basement

room had been plaqued with
water seepage which was
finally corrected by the
contractor, Omar Realty
after installing a French
drain to remove the water
crapped in the ground out-
side of the wall. Hydro-
static pressure was blamed
for the trouble.

A suit filed by the city
against the contractor,
withholding payment of
$520,000 is Btill pending.

Sewage Agreement
Declared Invalid

The agreement between
the City of South Amboy
and the Borough of Sayre-
ville on the construction of
the South Bay Collection
System has run into legal
difficulties.

The year-old agreement,
is considered invalid be-
cause it was created by
resolution, and not by or-
dinance as required by
state statute, Sayreville's
Borough attorney stated at
the meeting of borough
council held Monday even-
ing.
STATE & FEDERAL FUNDS
Application for state and

federal funds were made
by both municipalities for
the $4-million project. $3.2
million would be eligible
for funding. The lack of a
ratifying ordinance may be
the reason for the delay
in receiving . state and
federal approval for fund-
ing.

The pact signed by the
municipalities in October
1970, provides that Sayre-
ville would pay 77 percent
of the cost estimated at
$4,073,200, and South Am-
boy would pay 23 per cent.
In order to purchase the
rights-of-way, additional
$275,000 will be needed.

The sewage collection
system will tie In South
Amboy, Melrose and Mor-
gan into the Middlesex
County Sewage Authority
treatment plant. The tie-in
was ordered by the federal
government after it was
determined that sewage
from the two communities
was polluting the Rarltan
Bay.

NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the

city council will be on
Tuesday, December 7, at
which time it is expected
that this matter will be
pursued further.

YULE PARTY SET
FOR FIRE CO,

The Enterprise Hook and
Ladder Company of South
Amboy, will hold their an-
nual Christmas Party at
John's Halfway House on
Monday, December 6,1971,
at 7:00 p.tn.
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Letters To The Editor
Dear Editor,

As you know, we, The Augusta Street Citizens
Committee, have been vigorously opposing the oper-
ations of the William J. McCormack Sand Co. on the
property behind the residents of Augusta St. During the
year that this cont rover sal issue has been drawn out,
the mayor and council has avoided taking action by
claiming Ignorance of the situation or by claiming
they did not have the authority to act. We were passed
from one municipal board to the other in a classic
example of "The Passing Of The Buck."

Now, with the matter seemingly submerged in liti-
gation, the sand company has taken it upon themselves
to operate at «1U. There Is no provisions In our ordin-
ances for a Temporary Certificate of Occupancy,
yet the mayor claims the sand company posses one.
They are not permitted BY STATE LAW to have a
permanent certificate of occupancy until they are pro-
perly subdivided. As a matter of STATE LAW they are
not allowed to build a plant until they are properly
subdivided. This is only one of an endless list of viola-
tions committed by the sand company that the planning
board chose to ignore. The company is presently oper-
ating until midnight on some occasions, 10 p.m. on
others. A direct violation of local ordinances.

Councilman-at-large Theodore Lewandoskl has as-
sured he would never approve the sand companie's
occupancy until thorough sound tests were perfofirredr"
There is NO mention of any sound of any kind in any
of the planhing board's records. There is no mention
of any tests of any kind in any records concerning
the sand company.

Councilman-at-large Robert Leslie, present when
sound tests were taken while the plant was operating
at a small fraction of its capabilities, said '"This is
a forest, do they think I*nrr a fool." The mayor claims
these tests are Incomplete and therefor inadmissable
to the planning board records. What the mayor doesn't
say is that as incomplete as these tests were, they
still show readings of 88 decibels. The state certifies
90 decibels as "THE THRESHOLD OF PAIN".

When we petitioned our councilman, Councilman
Sorrentino, to act on our behalf by appearing before
the planning board with our complaints, he did absolutely
nothing. He told us "there is nothing I can do". For one
year, councilman Sorrentino has refused to represent
die people In his ward by saying he couldn't do anything.
NOW HE CAN DO SOMETHING.

Now there is something every council member can do,
they have the authority to do something and they cer-
tainly are aware of the situation. We call on the
city council to act on behalf of the people they represent
by sending this atrocity back to the planning board with
instructions to properly test the sand company for
sound, dust and vibrations which are causing damage
to the residents surrounding their property.

This and only this can be a proper vote, we have
elected men to represent us, men whom we trusted to
act with concern and good judgment, we now call on those
men to prove themselves worthy of that trust.

/ s / William E. Garaffa
Frank DeFilippo

Good Times In the GoocTdld Days

Rita Weber in the spotlight in one of her featured
numbers in a First Aid Squad show on St. Mary's
stage. You no doubt recognize the faces in the group
around her.

SACRED HEART MUSICAL RKVUE
--Firpo Malik, Tommy Keyes, Sam

Wojclechowski, Johnny Troyano.
Two of the comedians unidentified.

FIRST AID SQUAD CHORUS--Left
to right are Ray Tlce, Chris Triggs,
Frank Norek, Les Batchelor, Marty

Carroll, Bob Hourihan, Jim McCoy,
Caspar Poetsch, Bob Fleming, Leo
Coakly, Tom Downs, Mary Semoniet.

Wojciechowskl, singing one of his well known
At the Sacred Heart Auditorium.

On this page are a few
old photos gathered about
town from individuals who
took part in many of the
song and dance musical re-
vues and minstrel shows
held long ago In south Am-
boy during the years 1930
to about 1945. During most
of this period there was no
television to sit home and
watch, and it was no task
at all to get all types of
performers to take part In
the shows, and the public
supported them gener-
ously.

We thought it appropriate
to present such an article
at this time to coincide
with last month's great
performance of "Bye, Bye
Birdie" by the students of
St. Mary's High School,
and to draw your attention
to the fact that this is just
about the only live stage
entertainment that the peo-
ple of South Amboy will see
locally until the St. Mary's
annual production Is again
presented in 1972. There
haven't been .any public
spirited groups, service
clubs or social clubs who
have endeavored to keep
thlB old time entertainment
alive and active as we have
known them in the past.
The shows we refer to

were presented strictly on
an amateur basis as far
as direction, material and
local talent. Many of the
performers gained their
experience through the
local school plays and
working in area clubs and
nltespots. Of all the shows
presented they were always
money-makers for. the
sponsoring groups involved
and admission prices were
much lower In those day*.
In getting a group together
for a minstrel or musical
show there wts as much
fun for the cast and chorus
In presenting the show as
for the public that watched
It. The students who per-
formed in "Birdie*'al-
ready realize this as well
as all of you reading this
artlels who might bavt ap»
psarsd on stags In any type

of production. But what a-
bout the seniors? If the
greasepaint and lights and
music has gotten under
their skin a bit, where do
they go next year. As var-
ious local groups present-
ed their shows throughout
the years they gave oppor-
tunities to many young
graduates to take part in
them and stay interested
in the show business world
by performing as featured
players, dancing, singing
In the chorus, handling the
stage chores, making and
erecting scenery, applying
makeup, t i c k e t sales,
learning to use the spot
lights. Any youngster could
Join one of many bands,
and how we do need musi-
cians in this town. Every-
one that took part liked to
get Involved as a hobby
and got a personal kick
out of It.
Over the years the Me-

chanicsville Hose Co. pre-
sented their minstrels in
the Half Way House hall on
Ridgeway Avenue which had
a small stage in it at that
time. Dancing followed
each night's performance
over the weekend and ev-
eryone had a great time.
Roy Freeman was the lead-
er of this stage group and
directed most of their
shows. Besides a great
singing voice Roy had the
ability to come up with'
many original Ideas in pre-
senting comedy routines,
Mechanicsvllle seemed to
have the monopoly on sing-
ers in those days with the
three Freeman brothers,
Roy, Jerry and Lee as well
as a great tenor in Joe
Da vies.
There were many great

shows you could mention at
St. Mary's old auditorium
on the third floor of the
school building recently
torn down. The Athletic
Association of St. Mary's
were in charge with such
leaders as Cap Grimes, '
P, J. McOowan, John J.
Stolta and such great Mr*
formtfs as John Powdtr-
ly. Bill Buaksy, Jos Csr-

rahty and Joe Claffy. Who
can ever forget Joe Claffy's
comic performance of
riding around the stage on
a tricycle In his keystone
cops outfit and going head
over heels off the front
of the stage to the floor.
Everyone roared, thinking
it part of the act. You can
bet that stopped the show
. . . they carried Joe back
to the wings. He never
stopped clowning, and
would even have a grin on
his face taking up the Sun-
day collection. Joe could
ham it up In a kosher
meat factory.

Bill Buskey has been the
most active until recent
years and put Bill In front
of a player piano with his
battered derby and cane and
he can entertain a crowd all
night long. John J. Triggs
and John Crozier were
known for their inter-
locutor and Master of Cer-
emony roles while Vince
Hlggins was a part of just
about every show group in
town at one time or ano-,
ther. Vince would act as
director»pr be in charge of
stage production and sce-
nery and he could make
it all. Two of the pianists
we recall who performed
over the years for many
of these groups were Mrs.
Hargaret Hendricks and
Mrs. Margaret AbbatleUo
would really be listed as
musical directors in any
of today's productions.
John Powderlywas the Dig-
ger O'Dell of his day when
he came on stage with his
long tailed black suit, high
hat and cherry nose. One
of the outstanding crooners
to take part was Hank Leo-
nard.

Up at the Sacred Heart
Auditorium most of the
shows there were directed
by Art Scully a.nd Johnny
Troyano. Art was a great
dancer and M. C. of his day
and performed all over the
county for so many years.
John Troyano waa that bag-
gy pants comtdian that ktpt
you in belly laffs all night

long. Also taking part In
these shows were such
standouts as Sammy Woj-
clechowski, Dot Miglln,
Leon Durski, Joe Jerome
jr., Marco Marcella and
Sam Turner. Sam recalls
opening a show put on by
the Sacred Heart Men's
Club with a packed house
upstairs and downstairs.
"Biggest crowd I ever saw
at a South Amboy musical.
They were hanging from
the rafters, you couldn't get
in the hall/' as he puts it.
Sam also played in many
of the Elks shows in Perth
Amboy and the K of C shows
in Woodbridge.
In later years along came

the First Aid Squads shows
at St. Mary's hall with
many of the featured play-
ers already named as well
as Sal Spins, Nardy Triggs,
Bobby Seaman, Rita Weber
and a field of younger tal-
ent. '

Many of the old favorites
may have been missed in
this little run down, but
from the pictures shown
here (or in next week's
issue also) you will no
doubt pick up many faces
of old friends that took
part in these shows. If you
stop in the First Aid Head-
quarters some time don't
forget to look at many more
of their old show pictures
in the photo albums.

To many who read this
they will probably say such
types of shows would nev-
er go again in South Amboy,
and there are others who
will agree there is cer-
tainly a place In town for
this type of entertainment.
It would be something for
the younger interested peo-
ple to look forward too.
But as Mr. Buskey says,
"you have got to have lead-
ers. You've got to have
people interested who will
give a lot of time and ef-
fort with no monetary
compensation in return.
You need a few good people
who can play just about
anything on a piano . . . dig
up music and scores and
even write up your own
comedy routines. 'Most of
these people mentioned
made up their own materal
as they went along." Bill
is so right. Rehearsal halls
. . . with proper arrange-
ments and cooperation per-
haps the olf Hoffman Gym
which has a stage, West-
minster Hall, the huge bot-
tom floor in the new city
hall, the basement room at
the First Aid building, Half
Way House hall. The city
consider a stage project
of this sort which might lift
up their very sparse win-
ter program. For presen-
tations . . .again with pro-
per arrangements the
Hoffman gym and St.
Mary's auditoriums. You
might even need a few pi-
anos which seem to be
getting scarce in public
buildings. But most of all
you do need leaders, coor-
dinators, and people. We
will take the optomistic
point of view and hope there
will be people in the com-
munity that would like to
take part in such activities
and will come out to or-
ganize these types of shows
again. A sprinkling of all
age groups is needed, and
me more gals and ladies,
the bigger and better the
chorus,

Let's see what happens.

-(Story and pl«tum tubmitted.
by JOHN NORSK)

THOMAS I CHADWICK

Hasting Oil
CoaJ

Bumtr Sites and Strviot

Call 257 2323
0 WASHINGTON AOAD

SAYRiVILLi, NJ.


