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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
' 7 Linda Larson
N Brewster Mouse, Rm. 208

Trenton State &92?
Treaton, N.J.
<€

Editor '
The South Amboy Citimen
No. Feltus Street
South Amboy, N.J, 08879

To Whom It May Coacery:

As a graduate of Harold G. Hoffman High School, 1
was appalled and ashamed by the incident which took
place Friday, September 24, in the high school.

I simply cannot understand how lines of communica-
tion and ways of problem-solving could have broken
down so completely. As an active member of Student
Government and Honor Society, I had, on several oc-
casions, had to use these methods of communication,
and alohg with several others, were usually quite sat-
istied with the compromises that took place between
the students and faculty. If all else failed, there were
always concerned teachers to talk to, a lot of whom
are still teaching at H.H.S.

I can see only three possibilities for this breakdown;
one, the students do not wish to, or have not tried to
. use the available channels for compromise and change;
two, the faculty have lost all interest and have turned
their backs, or three, Mr. Adam Martin, Principal,
has changed everything and will no langer listen to
- student demands. _ .

Mr. Mardn came to H.H.S. when I was a senior.
.He entered a very strange situation; a school system
very set in it's ways, with a very poor backing of
parents, (except for a very small interested minority)
and a student body used to the procedures and dis-
ciplines of the late Mr. James H. Croddick.

During the months remaining before my graduation,
| saw Mr, Martin trying very hard to accustom himself
to his new surroundings, setting down new rules, new
disciplinary measures, and various other changes.
Although I did not agree with all of them, I expect
he had his reasons-even though, toc my knowledge,
, the students were never given any type of explana-
tion. I cannot judge whether or not he was justified
'in this action. .

As I said before, I cannot believe that the teachers,
I will name just a few who helped me and many others
in the school, have stopped trying. [ cannot see Mrs.
M. Hollfelder allowing only three classes and up to
fifteen study halls a week, because she, as Guidance
Counselor, above everyone else, knows the require-
mems for graduation, entrance to any college, as well
a8 any kind of job in the future, and ] am sure she is
do everything in her power to radicate this ri-
diculous situadon. I cannot see Mr. Tomaszewski,
Mr. Poll, Mrs, Reese, Mr. Oleyar, Mrs, Dexheimer
and many others, turning their backs on student
problems,

This leaves only one alternative; the students. I
believe in some of their demands; over-crowded con~
ditions, (which existed before I entered the system)
the schedule of classes, the aplit sessions, the seemingly
unfair ‘‘three days’’ policy, (although Mr. Martin has
not, to my knowledge, given his side of the story). As
for a dress code, I cannot go along with ‘““way out”
as a decisive line for proper attire,

I think, for what it is worth, that the taxpayers of
this city, be they Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, or
whatever should demand an investigation and evalua-
tion of the situation which should have been done a long
time ago. The Officials of our fair city have been
“planning’”’ now for well over ten years; isn't it time
to stop playing with models and talking about million
dollar projects and doing something about this mess?

A8 for the students, use what you have, your Student
Government and your committees, and if you demand,
demand meetings with your faculty and your Board of
Education and work out a dress code, a decent *‘three
days’’ policy, and set up some rules and guidelines
to clarify the situation. Take your unrest andtry to work
out possibly a work-study program (completing schol-
astic requirements and earning a living at the same
time) and use up the extra time being spent in study
halls, or perhaps with the help of interested citizens,
become aware of the problems surrounding alcoholism
and drug abuse in the high school.

After lving through two Strikes at Trenton State
College, | know that, a a lot is promised to
alleviate the aituation, only a very marginal amount
of these promises are kept, and most of the time,
disciplingry action and means of suppre@sion are
strenigthenad by the governing body. Change takes
time, which' mopt of us are unwilling to.allow for, but
my class, clapses before and classes after us initated
changes, that' eyen if we didn’t see, others. did,

Do .ocg? ing conetructive before it is too late -
ox is it tod’late alresdy?

. C 0 /e/ Linda E. Larson, Alumni,
: N class of '69
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Mrs. Edmund Mancini,

who resides at 34 Stiliwell
Rd,, Kendall Park with her
husband and three chiidren,
has accepted the appoint-
ment as County T.A,P,
(teen-action-program) Ad-
visor for the 1972 Middle-
sex County March of Dimes
campaign against birth de-
fects, announced Dr,
Thomas Paterniti, cam-~-
paign director for the an-
nual January drive. Mrs,
Mancini not only helped as
adult advisor for the TAP
in So. Brunswick for the
past 3 years but has given
8 years to the Girl Scouts
of America. She spent one
year as assistant leader
and 7 years as leader, 3
of which she was senior
Girl Scout Leader.

FIRST WOMEN
LETTER CARRIER

Mrs. Mancini is one of
the first woman letter car-
riers in the State of New
Jersey and works out of
the Kendall Park Post Of-
fice. With all this Mrs.
Mancini still finds time for
her hobbies of baking,
making her own cloths and
doing needle poinc.

Dr. Paterniti feels we are
very fortunate tohave Mrs.
Mancini, a warm happy
person who enjoys working
with our young adults.

PUBLIC URGED T0
MAKE 'FIRE CHECK'

With Fire Prevention
Week being observed next
week (October 3-9), Mayor
Willlam E.O'Leary, Albert
Sorrentino, Fire Chair-
man, Chester Meinzer,
Fire Marshal, and Robert
Munck, Fire Chief, ap-
pealed to local residents
to take time out to fire

check their homes,
arages, and places of
usineas.

Although fire cost more
than $2.8 billion in losges
last year, its mostterrible
cost 18 counted, not in dol-
lars, but in human misery.

Fire claimed 12,200 lives

LEGAL ACTION AGAINST
CITY DROPPED

Legal action which the
Augusta St, Citizens Com-
mittee took to Superior
Court and filed on August
4th against the city and
officials was reported
dropped. According to
Peter Selesky, the com-
mittee’s legal council, the
suit would be renewed if
the appeal now before the
City Council does not meet
with the prescribed condi-
tions,

James F. Tustin, attorney
for the Zoning Board of Ad-
justment, sald that Judge
David H. Furman of the
Superior Court ruled on
Friday, September 24 that
the ‘‘complaint against all
the defendants, which in-
cludes the Mayor and Coun-
cilmen, and board mem-
bers, individually and as
representatives of the city,
ie dismissed without pre-
judice...” The complaint
would have to be refiled
again to acquire legal
status.

WilHlam Garaffa, one of
the plaintiffs in the com-~-
plaint stated, yesterday, ‘‘1
was tallkdng to our council
this morning, and the case
against the city and of-
ficials, still stands.”
Garaffa is of the opinion
that only the suit against
the Zoning Board of Ad-
justment is dropped.

Named as defendents in
the suit were: Mayor Will~
iam E. O'Leary, indi-
vidually and as mayor of
the City; Thomas E. Downs
chairman of tYe board of
Adjustment; James F.
Coan, Bullding Inspector;
Planning Board and the Mc-
Cormack Sand Company.
The suit was instituted by
Frank DeFilippo, Paul Ko~
sovich, Mabel Brett, Will-
iam Garaffa, Theresa
Ellis, Julla Weber, Mary
Kosovich, Gregory Koso-
wn, James H. Shaw, Ed-

rd Mezinski, Anable
Etuchak
Mackiel.
The city was represented

by John Mullane and James
F. Tuatin, Arthur W, Bur-
‘gess represented the Mc
Cormack Sand Co.

and Victor

During the past months
numerous complaints were
aired at council meetings
by the Augusta Street resi-
dents about the noise, vi-
brations, dust, drainage
problems.

At the last council meet-
ing the legal representa-
tives of the McCormack
Sand Company advised the
city via letter that the sand
firm will assume full re-
sponsibility for any and all
damage claim filed by area
residents resulting from
the firms local operation.

Prior to the receipt of
the letter by the council,
the local Planning Board
announced that the seven
stipulations made to the
sand company have been
met,

The stipulations provide
that the company reduce
the noise and vibrations
emanating from the opera-
tion,

The planning board’s
action, which places the
company In line to be
granted a major subdivi-
sion, is being appealed by
committee members.

The appeal is based on
residents’ complaints that
drainage problems to their
homes, in addition to the
noise and vibrations, have
developed as a result of
the company’s stockpiling
of sand on its property,

The group’s appeal also
notes that inadequate buf-
fering provisions have been
made by the company and
that sound tests of the op-
eration conducted by the
gtate, have allegedly been
concealed by the mayor
and city administrators.

When the tests were made
with trains similar to those
used at the company opera-
tion, findings revealed that
such noise over a period
of time would be harmful
to a person,

Another test by the state
was taken at.the company’s
sgite involving only four
railcars. There are now
approximately 86 suchcars
and the tracks come within
20 feet of homes.

No hearing date has yet
been set by the council,
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FIRE PREVENTION WEEK
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in this country last year,+*

Of these, over one-third
were children. Many bun-
dreds of filre victims are
still recovering from
serious, often disfiguring,
injuries.

Countless thousands of
Amg:lcan;m haﬂd payless
paydays n fire inter-
tupux their jobs, and other
‘thousands saw jobs per-
manently gone when fire
wiped out their employers’
businesses. St
will never recover fully
from the financial disaster
of & home or business firs.

Those are heavy costs to

| _pay for an -act of -

o
tructive ires can be vir-
tually eoliminated, the
statement vead. |

others -

Citizens’ Club In
. Pulaski Day Parade

Chester Ciszewski, pres-
ident of the Polish Ameri-
can Citizen Clubannounced
that buses will leave at
11:30 a.m, on Sunday from
the Sacred Heart Parking
lot, for New York to -
u.cgme in the annual Pul-
aski Dey parade.

The local contingent will
assemble at Eaat 27th St.
and Fifth Ave. The parade

wi
AT lo‘hlé;l‘mm may
contact: Adam Rasepks,

721-0096; Chestar Cissaw-
‘hf 721-4430; Ted Midura,
721+2865;. or Bill Nebus,
721-3232.

Heart Asseciation
To Hold Tea

The Middlesex County
Heart Association is hold-
ing a tea 10 interest women
in the county in becoming
charter members of a
Women's Guild to aesist
the association in its many
educational and fund rais~

projects.
tea will be held on
Wednesday, October 6 from
. in the Lourdes

7 t0 9p.
trang- Hlnnlgzocoeeu.‘tﬂhumh

Oak Tree Rogd and Middle-
aex Ave,, Iselin, N.J. For
more rmation plesse
call the Heart Association
office ac 634-4914.

Governar Cahill
at Firemen's

Convention

A large local delegation
attended the New Jersey
State Firemen’s Conven-
tion which was held in Con-
vention Hall in Atlantic
City, at which they heard
Governor William Cahillas
the principal speaker.

According to Edward
Hartman, the govemor de-
livered a ‘‘stirring ad-
dress’’; in which he praised
the efforts and sacrifices
of the volunteer fire de-
partmenta throughout the
state’.

Cahill, well versed on the
problem of the firefighters
remarked, he cannot un-
derstand why some peoﬁe
even resort to throwing
stones, bottles, etc, at them
when they are theretopro-
tect their property and save
iives.

After the address Hart-
man was introduced to the
governor and discussed
legislative matters pertin-
ent to the firemen. The
Governor gave assurance
that certain legislation
which was vetoed by the
governor isbeing reworded
and will be passed.

LOCAL FIREMEN
COMPLETE COURSES

Local Fire Marshal Ches-
ter Meinzer announced that
‘twelve members of the
South Amboy Fire Depart-
ment have completed fire
fighting courses given at
the New Jersey State Fire
College in Sea Girt, N.J.

Completing the courses in
Ground Ladders, Hose
Purchase Evaluation, and
Breathing Apparatus were:
Walter Kozak, Chester
Meinzer, George Quirk,
Walter Lucowitz, Edward
Szatkowski, lLeonard En-
trabartalo, and Peter
Euteschik,

Courses in Ventilation,
Salvage, Overhaul and
Special Problems were
completed by Edward
Mackiel, Leon Letts, Gary
Gatyas, Theodore Kiwior
and James Nemeth,

Meinzer also announced
that the local fire depart-
ment will partcipate in
the Heightstown Fire De=
partment Anniversary
parade on Saturday, Oc-
tober 2nd. Bus transporta-
tion will be provided.

SCHULTZ ABPOINTS
CAMPAIGN MANAGERS

At a meeting heldat John's
Halfway by the South Amboy
Democratic Committee,
Richard J. Schultz, Demo-
cratic Chairman named
Chester Ciszewski, firat
ward, second district com-
mitteeman and Mary Lena-~
han, second ward, second
district committeewoman
as campaign managers for
the County Democratic
Ticket.

Schultz said that all county

candidates have done a
wonderful service for the
taxpayers and desorve a
vote of confidence to return
them to office again.
.The South Amboy Demo~
cratic Organizadon wijl
also have a Dinner Dance
at Johns Halfway House
honoring the Democratic
County Candidates on Sat~
urday, October 23, 1971
at 7:30 p.m,
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