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. EDITORIAL

‘Council President Fred Henry once said, ‘‘Taxes and
the landfill seem almost synonomous these days.”

May we add one word to the councilman’s statement
and amend it to read, ‘‘Taxes, electioneering and the
landfill seem almost synonymous these days."

- Except -for an occasional flurry, during the course
of the year, the only time serious (?) thought i& given to
the landfill is around election time.

Using this vital issue as a politicalfootballis basically
wrong, Words and figures are tossed around in a hap-
. hazard and capricious manner, during catupalgn times,
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and solid, substantial thinking goes out| the window.
" The CITIZEN {feels that the mayor and council, in
rejecting thoase proposals for the -usage of the landfill
areg, acted in the hest interests of the city.

We concur with their thinking that once this land
is committed, it i8 gone. A hasty, {ll-advised decision
could and would bind the citytoa contract that may cause
irrepairable damage and hardship for years to come.

We agree with President Henry's view that “the land-
fill does not provide the last available area to use in
acquiring ratables that will maintain a decent tax
structure.” '

We agree with his, ‘‘Property taxes are the most

~~~inequitable type of tax we have. It is nof based on the -
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ability to pay, such as a graduated scale of income
taxing.,” | :
This, in our opinion, is the nub of the situation.

We cannot afford to use the landfill as a crutch to ease
- our tax problems. We cannot and must not allow our-
elves to use the landfill as a panacea.

We quote from an editorial Jpublished in the CITIZEN,
issue of Dec. ‘11, 1969: ‘‘Let’s stop being ‘arm-chair-
analysts’ and bring in a professional seryice to take a
look at the landfill area and tell us what is best for
South Amboy and then let the people decide.”

This thought was first proposed by Mr. Henry at the
gour;‘cll meeting of Dec, 2, 1969, and endorased by Mayor

* Rush,

Councilman Al Sorrentino endorsed this proposal,

Councilman  William O'Leary endorsed it also.

Whatever happened to this non-political proposai?

Why don’t we have professional guidance on this
vital issue?
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On Drug Abuse

A panel discussion on the
role of the school and that
of the police department
in handling drug abuse
amoeng children and teen-
agers will highlight a public
meeting for South Amboy
. residents on Tuesday, Nov.

10, at 8 p.m. in City Hall.

George Mahoney, a social
studies teacher at Hoff-
man High School, and Sgt,
Leroy Kurtz, juvenile of-
ficer for the South Am-
boy Police Dept., will be
the main gpeakers, accord~
ing to Schools Supt, Eugene
Dobrzynski. Dobrzynski, at
the request of Mayor P.
Joseph Rush, is coordina-
tor of the meéting, working
with local achool principais
and PTA's.

Mahoney, a graduate of
Loyola University who
holds an M,A. in school
administration from Seton
Hall University, this
summer completed a three
week seminar on drug use
and abuse spongored by the

~N.J. State Dept, of Educa-

tion at Rutgers University.
He hastaught social studies
in the local system for

16 years. Currently,
Mahoney 18 coordinator of

. an eight-week workshop on
drug abuse being held for

_the city’s teachers.

Mahoney and his wife,
Virginia, also a teacher,
live in Matawan with their
daughter,

Kurtz 18 a graduate of

- Hoffman High School who
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Held by Board

The Board of Public
Works, at a meeting last
Tuesday night, held what
could bestbe describedasa
very light sessaion.

Very little business, per
se, came before the board
and most of the meeting
was devoted toa discussion
on changes that are to be
made in the Zoning Code.

The board also took under
consigderation the passage
of a resolution that will
make the naming of twoal-
ternate members, to the
Planning Board, legal.

Superintendent Charles
Thompson reported that
street lights are being in~

stalled on lower Raritan,’

St., from Ridgeway Ave. to
Lower Main St.

He also informed the
board that Gordon St., be-
tween— Stevens Ave, and

_South Broadway, will soon

have lights installed.
Lights, for the commuter
parking lot at the end of

George St,, will be installed -

in the very near future,
according to Thompson.
When asked about the pos-
sible installation of a water
fountain inthe new city hall,
the board members agreed
that this" was beyond their
juriediction. They also:
agreed that thia should be
done as soon as possible.
Commissioner Ted Lew-
andoski noted that the
structure of the build=
ing is compatible to this
improvement ‘‘and should
not present any problems.”’

- STANLEY F. JANKOWSK!, Jr.

(R} for Council 2nd Ward

In the first knownelection
of its kind, in the history
of the city, South Amboy’s
voters will go to the polls
next Tuesday to elect afull
slate of candidates for the
positions of mayor andfive
council posts,

Since its inception as a
city, in 1908, South Amboy
has been ¥overned by &
mayor andfive councilmen,
Each of the four Wards
were represented by one’
councilman and onecoun-
cilman ran at-large
throughout the city.

In previous years, the
mayor, councilman -at-
large and the councilmen
from the Second and Third
Wards would run on the
even numbered years and
the councilmen from the,
First and Fourth Wards
would run on the odd num-
bered years, thus eliminat-
ing a complete change-over
in any one election year.

Under the new form of

- government, which takes

place in 1971, this stagger

AL SORRENTINO
DY for Council 2nd Ward

all Aty offices willbe onthe
ballot this year and the next
election for councilmen
will be in 1972,

Since the new form of gov-
ernment has reduced the
number of Wards from four
to three, there will now be

ne mayor, twocouncilmen

t-large and three Ward
councilmen, The mayor and
two councilmen-at-large
will serve for a term of

four years (1971-74), when

elected, and the Ward coun-
cilmen will serve for the
years 1971-72, In 1972 the
Ward councilmen willagain
come up for election and
will then serve a four year
term, 1673-76,

BARS CLOSED

ELECTION DAY

Police Chief Edward
O’Leary, in a special re=
lease to the Press, an-
nounced, ‘‘The taverns,

clube of South Amboy will

ltquor- package stores and] .
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-

Our present form of gov=-
ernment, which is best de-
scribed as fragmented, is
divided between an elected
city council and appointed
boards and commissions
such as the Boardof Public
Works, the Board of Health,
the Recreation Commis-
sion, and so forth. Execu-
tive power is unevenly dis-
tributed between the mayor,

~council and various other

bodies, with the mayor not
having either full execu-
tive power or the power tq
vote on legislative matters.
Under this fragmented
government, thereisnoex-
ercise of over-all super-
vision of the activities of
the various bodies and
there is no single line of
authority from either
elected or appointed of-
ficlals. “Lack of Com=-
munications’’ has been a
major complaint - down
through the years.

The amount of power and

authority .invested in the

various boarde and com-
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and consEnt of an elected
council. .

The elected council will
consist of five members.
Three of these, one from
eadh of the Wards, and
two at,large will be elect-
ed to four year terms on a

- Continued on page 7.







