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FIRST COUNCIL MEETING HELD
IN NEW CITY HALL

TEACHERS ATTEND DRUG ABUSE WORKSHOP

South Amboy's mayor and
council met for the first
time on Tuesday night in
its chambers in the new
City Hall on Broadway.

1950 DISASTER
RECALLED

The council opened its
meeting with a moment of
prayer for the more than
30 persons who were killed
when a string of barges,
loaded with ammunition,
exploded on May 19, 1950
at the city's waterfront.
Scores were injured In the
blasts.

John Leonard, city trea-
surer, was among the 10
persons who attended the
first meeting of the council
in the new building. Leon-
ard was mayor 20 years ago
when the blasts occurred.
Mayor P. Joseph Rush

brought to the council's at-
tention the fact- that the
State Legislature is work-
ing on a proposal to in-
crease the senior citizens
tax exemption from $80. to
$160. with the State sub-
sidizing the municipalities
the difference. If enacted,
it will be put on a refef en-
dum in the November elec-
tion. Council President
Fred Henry w a r m l y
praised the Legislature and
the Mayor for supporting
this issue and hoped that it
would become a reality to
relieve the senior citizens
of an already heavy tax
burden.

A letter was read from
Frederick N. Fischer, the
architect of the new City
Hall, listing the various
items that are being cor-
rected by the contractor
and subcontractors. In par-
ticular, he mentioned the
problem of water seepage
in the basement. He feels
that th|s condition will
probably be corrected when
heating units are Installed
in this section of the base-
ment. President Henry
indicated that he was not
satisfied with this condi-
tion that the building worti!
not be accepted by the may-
or and council until they
were completely satisfied.
Henry then asked cify at-
torney, John Mullane, what
the council could do In such
a situation. Mr.' Mullane
responded by saying, "The
city is holding back 15% of
the cost and the contract
stipulated that the city may
bring in consultants at their
expense and correct the si-
tuation if the city is not sa-
tisfied."

-**smm
ORDINANCE PASSED
ON FIRST READING

An ordinance prohibiting
anyone from being on the
grounds of the city dump
on the Penn-Central Rail-
road right-of-way-near the
Sayreville line, without
proper authorization,, was
adopted on first reading.
The legislation, Council-
man William O'Leary said,

prompted by seven or

MADURA PHARMACY
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221-1930

eight fires in the area dur-
ing the past few months.

Councilman Frarik Zebro
mentioned that the Board of
Education is planning to
submit plans to the mayor
and council for a new high
school. Th i s fac t .was
brought to light at the May
12, 1970 meeting between
the school board and the
mayor and council.
Council President Henry

reported that he had been
advised by the President
of the Board of Health,
Fred Farrell, that there
is a good possibility that
the county would furnish
the South Amboy area with
a full time Health Inspec-
tor If the city could furnish
adequate office space, This
would be at no cost to the
city. Henry advised that a
survey could be made to
see if South Amboy can ac-
commodate this worthwhile
function.

A resolution was passed
applying for approximately
$15,000 in state funds for
traffic lights at the inter-
section of Pine and Borden-
town Avenues and Main St.
and Stevens Avenue.

Asserting that there are
now four» fire-damaged
buildings in the city upon
which nothing had been
done, Councilman O'Leary
said he 1B asking that an
ordinance be drawn up
which would cope with the
situation. The legislation,
according to O'Leary,
would set up a time HrriFt
on clean-up, securing and
rehabilitation of the build-
ing or its demolition after
a fire.

Council President Henry
advised that he had been in
touch with Woodrow Mc-
Carthy, director of the So,
Amboy Housing Authority,
and reviewed the time cable
for the Senior Citizens
Housing. Mr. McCarthy re-
ported that the Housing Au-
thority is about 2 weeks
away from filing an appli-
cation with State and Fed-
eral ~authorities for plan-
ning funds. The consultant,
Mr; Tom Patten, indicated
that if everything progres-
ses in a normal manner, it
could be about 2 years be-
fore senior citizens hous-
ing would become a reality.

Olsen Wins Place
On Primary Slot
Former Mayor Thorvald

E, Olsen was successful in

Peter P. Garibaldi in the
Republican primary con-
test to select a candidate
for the 15th Congressional
DiBtrict.
In a ruling two week sago,

Superior Court Judge Leon
Gerofsky ruled that delays
encountered by Olsen in
reaching Trenton to file
his petition were in no way
his fault. Olsen said he had
arrived at the Secretary of
State's office 25 minutes
after the 4 p.m. filing dead-
line on April 23 because of
a Route 1 traffic Jam and
inclement weather.
The refusal of a state

election employee to ac-
cept Olsen's petition re-
Bulted In a suit against
Secretary of State Paul
Sherwin who was ordered
to show cause why Olsen
should be barred from the
primary Ballot.

INTERESTED - Local teachers who
attended Tuesday's Drug Abuse-
Workshop at St. Mary's High School
Little Theatre watch intently as
William Burcat, workshop co-
ordinator, shows slides of the
various drugs used and abused by
users.

I ho wo"kshop was attended by
teachers from St. Mary's schools,

,Sacred Heart school and the public
schools. Sgt. LeRoy Kurtz and Pat-
rolman Raymond Durski rep-
resented the local police depart-
ment.

Why do kids take drugs?
According to William Bur-
cat, of the State Dept. of
Education, adults must find
the answers by inves-
tigating the "original life-
style" of the drug user.

- Burcatr Supervisor of
Health and Physical I£du»
catlon in the Division- of
Curriculum and Instruction
conducted a drug abuse
workshop for the city's
teachers on Tuesday at St.
Mary's High School Little
Theatre.
He prefaced his remarks

on youthful experimenta-
tion and use of drugs by
stressing that the drug
abuse problem is complex
because Americans are a
"drug - using society."
Everyone, he said, uses
drugs, whether it is the
caffeine in coffee or the
nicotine i n cigarettes.
Through advertising, par-
ticularly on television,
Americans are daily in-
undated with the benefits
of drugs, from aspirin to
tranqullizers. It is com-
mon knowledge, Burcat
said, that all levels of so-
ciety use drugs as pain-
killers or muscle relaxers,.
from athletes t o show
people. The danger, he
stressed, i s that drug
manufacturers a r e con-
stantly perfecting drugs,so
that in four or five years,

canbeexpectedV
The use of drugs has been

further enhanced by the
popularity of rock-folk fes-
tivals and the lyrics of
songs. Although many of
today's songs do make so-
cial comments, Burcat felt
too many of them glorify
drugs. He emph'aBized this
remark, by listing songs
that had in the past year
received constant play on
radio.

DRUGS AMONG
THE YOUNG

According to Burcat, drug
abuse among the young is
a sympton of a greater
underlying problem.
Youthful drug users, Bur-
cat said, justify their use
for a number of reasons.
Either they are students
who have problems in*
school or at home, they feel
d I f f f tf"if1 foM rwlatwa

they are pressured into use
by t h e i r friends. Many
young people interviewed
by Burcat said they use
drugs out of boredom, be-
cause they are rebelling
against society or their
parents, or because they
get a sense of security
from drugs.
Any or all of these rea-

sons are cited by young
people using drugs.
Adults working to com-

bat the use of drugs must
be aware of these factors,
Burcat said. It is vital,
according to Burcat, that
fighting the use of drugs
be a "total community ef-
fort." Too often, he said,
the problem is left to the
schools for correction,
without community - wide
involvement.

ROLE OF SCHOOLS
The preferred attitude of

schools to combat drugs
is to take & therapeutic
approach. This would in-
volve a representative
group of adults that would
Include teachers, parents,
policemen, clergy, public
health and medical person-
nel. Such a group should
devise a policy to fit their
particular community and
its drug problems.
While helping the youth-

ful drug user to "kick his
problem," it is equally im-

have a definitive board po-
licy that would outline what
teachers can and cannot do
In approaching and helping
students suspected of using
drugs.

The schools can further
combat drug abuse by em-
phasizing the dangers of
drugs, School curriculum,
said Burcat, must be
geared to all students; if
necessary, kindergarten
students must be warned
of the dangers of drug
abuse. He wryly told an
anecdote, about his three-
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year-old daughter, who
knows what pill 1B taken
for a headache and what pill
is taken for an upset
stomach,

Education on drug abuse
must also Include parents,
Burcat. said, for he feels
today's youth is much more
knowledgeable than adults
on drug use and abuse.

The workshop wasattend-
ed by the faculties of all
local schools,

South Amboy
Dems Pledge

Primary Efforts
At a meeting of the South

Amboy Democratic Orga-
nization held on Tuesday
evening, the committee,
pledged their support of
Congressman Edward J.
Patten and the county and
local organizational slate.

P a t t e n ' s r e c o r d of
achievements on the na-
.tional and international le-
vel were cited, and he was
lauded for his conside-
ration 'given to legislation
and assistance which aided
our county and municipali-
ty.
Municipal chairman, J.K.

~4vVoJciechowski reported on
county meeting, where

man -Herman Hoffman dis-
cussed 4he 'Open Primary'
as advocated by Congres-
sional' Candidate Lewis Ka-
den and others. Persons
and committees who have
studied our primary elec-
tion set-up agree that any
such changes as proposed
would wreck rather than
improve our free choice of
selection of candidates, and
would definitely end the
two-party system.
On Wednesday, of last

week three Federal Judges
confirmed that our primary
election system is adequate
when Kaden's request to

(Continued on Page 2)

1950 BLAST
RECALLED

Twenty years ago, last
Tuesday evening, May 19,
1950, at 7:17 p.m., the life
for the residents of South
Amboy was one of terror,
confusion, and bloodshed
as a waterfront explosion
of some 600 tons of am-
munition tripped through
ihu lown.

I lie blast, which killed
approximately 34 people ,
and injuredhundreds,dam-
aged close to S20,O0O,0O0
worth of property and mer-
chandise.
Sunken and shattered coal "

barges were near the site
of ihe blast. Originally
lea red to be carrying am-
munition also, they were a
cause of great, concern as
a result of fires, set-off
by the blast, burning in-
side them. This was a part.
of the general chaos that
reigned in the first hours
after the explosion.

Hours before the blast,
13 boxcars filled with high
explosives were loaded
aboard the barge-lighters.
Each car carried more than
800 boxes of shells and
mines. Carloads of pow-
der reached the South Am-
boy pier at noon by way of
the Pennsylvania Railroad
for export under special
permit by the Coast Guard.
The explosives were then
transferred from the
freight cars to the barges.
Transfer of the explosives
to the four barges was al-
most completed when the
blast occurred. Although
the cause was unknown, it
was suspected that some-
one dropped a box of am-
munition and that some-
how a detonator touched
off a shell.
The effects of the blasts

were felt as far as New
York City and Pennsyl-
vania while homes in near-
by towns were heavily da-
maged. Smith Street in
Perth Amboy was left in
shambles of shattered
glass.

Immediately after the
blast, screaming people,
cut and bruised by flying
slivers of glass and chunks
of wood, milled about the
streets as shells and mines
bombarded the area.
Help poured in from phar-

maceutical firms, the Red
Cross, the Navy and the
Salvation Army, which sent
supplied and plasma to hos-
pitals and emergency cen-
ters. - -
Injured persons were sent

to City Hall and to various
schools in the area while
South Amboy Memorial and
Perth Amboy General Hos-
pital i.̂ r̂ffajĵ ri1 hui
men, women an<
hurt in the blast.
Most of ihe casualtiesoc-

curred at the ravaged
waterfront where bodies <3f
longshoremen and workers
lay strewn amid the debris
and fire.

Fire trucks" from as far
as Point Pleasant came U}
help. Police fromallnear-
by towns and nurses from
every hospital in central
Jersey responded to the
disaster."
Mayor John D. Leonard

declared martial law as
civilian rescue teams and

(Continued on Page 2)
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VETERANS TO
VISIT CEMETERIES

On Sunday, May 24, mem-
bers of the four Veteran
Posts in South Amboy, will
meet at the Sacred Heart
parking lot on Washington
Ave,, South Amboy, at 8:30
a.m. and proceed by car to
area cemeteries to conduct
services for their deceased
members and all veterans
buried in the various ceme-
teries.

Cemeteries to be visited
are: Christ Church, Gen.
Morgan's grave in Morgan,
Morgan explosion victims
and Jewish Cemetery on
Ernston Rd., Sacred Heart,
and St. Mary's. V .terfront
services will be ueld at the
South Amboy Boat Club,
foot of George St.

The f inal place to be
visited wi l l be Chr i s t
Church on Main St. where
services will \ conducted
at 12 noon, -

Full cooperation is re-
quested from all veterans
organizations. The public
is invited to attend the ser-
vices.

Following the cemetery
services, all those parti-
cipating will proceed to the
DAV Home on George St.
for lunch.

1950 BLAST
'(Continued from page 1)

army troops tried despe-
rately to help the injured
and restore order.

Troops paraded the
streets searching every
house and building for In-
jured and trapped residents
and checking the area for
dangerous explosives and
shells.
Immediate action was tak-

en after the blast to reim-
burse residents, and to
seek to prohibit the trans-
portation and shipment of
explosives anywhere in the
stte.

ADMITTED TO NEWARK STATE Letters To The Editor

Dftltyntthw *
Bakery: Batter buiineu bu-

reau,
—Dorothy EUen.

Give the
present with

a future.

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds
it Freedom Share*

AN OPEN LETTER
TO THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH AMBOY
Most of this year'8 candidates are campaigning on

what they stand for and what they will do if elected.
And this is important because the people should be
of a candidate's position. It is also most important to
review what an official has accomplished and how he
stood on previous issues.
Although I will make my position clear on all issues

in a subsequent release, at this time I will review our
performances. I say our" performances because,
although I may have initiated and led certain projects,
it took the support of the mayor and council and various
other board members to make these things possible.

(1) We saved the taxpayers an estimated $350,000
over the next five years for sewage sludge removal.
I was not able to attend the initial meeting with re-

presentatives of the State Board of Health, a sewage
removal company, members of the city council, and
Board of Public Works In connection with our sewage
sludge disposal problems. At that meeting our local
officials were led to believe that this sludge had to be
barged out to sea at an estimated cost of over $75,000
per year. Even though resolutions were passed to
proceed with the program, I was not satisfied with the
situation, nor was Mr. McCarthy, president of our
Board of Public Works. I made further inquiries with
the Rutgers Agriculture College, who are doing re-
search in this field for the State, our engineer, and
State Board of Health officials. They informed us that
there were other cheaper methods of sludge disposal.
As a result of this, we arranged another meeting of
various state health and local officials and determined
that we could dispose of our sludge by an approved
alternate method at a cost of about $10 per week. This
amounts to a saving of $70,000 per year 065 tax points
per year) until the time we join the Middlesex County
Trunk Sewer, which is estimated to be in 5 years.
(2) We saved $3,000 on the purchase of 3 police cars.
I brought to the attention of the mayor and council the

State Cooperative Purchasing Program which allows
local governments to purchase many items through the
state's central purchasing contracts at considerable
savings. As a result, we recently .purchased three,
full equipped with state police specification, air
conditioned, heavy duty, Plymouth Fury III police cars
for about $2,400 each. The actual savings when com-
pared to locaj rental bids on cars that fall consider-
ably under these specifications, was about $1,000 per
car. In other words, we have better cars for less
money and we have trade-in value which we don't
have with rental cars.
(3) I brought to the attention of other boards and

city official*.-a--lUt of items that they may.purchase
t t this* "name"plan at "Con8tderahle"*BavtngB.

l l i h i
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(4) I am presently working on a plan with our city
treasurer and auditor to invest money in short-
term, interest bearing, guaranteed certificates dur-
ing those periods of surplus cash. The program should
add revenue to our treasury and help alleviate our
tax burden.
(5) Along with Mayor Rush, we initiated and supported

the Glvil Service Program for city employees. We
both felt that the selection and promotion of city em-
ployees should not result from political favoritism,
as was the case In the past, but by competitive test-
ing and selection procedures.
I Initiated a number of other programs which should

provide efficiencies in government such as: a new
form of government, our administrative code com-
mittee, tighter accounting methods, a change in pay-
roll periods, codification of ordinances and a program
for community Improvement. Some of these programs
will not show their effect immediately, but should in
the year ahead.

If you agree with most or some of these programs,
and If you would like to see more of them, I would
sincerely appreciate your support In the June 2, 1970
Primary election; as well as the support of my
running mate*.

Very truly yours,
—• -- - — /•/Frederick A. Henry -

< Nld for by the undlofcte.

Anthony Golsalves, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Mateus Con-
salves, who reside at 11
Lovely Drive, South Am-
boy, has been admitted to
the Exceptional Opportuni-
ties Program at Newark
State.
Mr. Gonsalves ranks in

the upper half of his class
and Is very active in school
affairs. For the past two
years he has been on the
Student Council and has
also been an active mem-
ber of the Future Teachers
of America, He distin-
guished himself in his por-
trayals in the school plays
during the past two years.

During his Junior and Se-
nlor years, Mr. Gonsalves
has been on the varsity
tennis team and for the
past four years was on the
bowling team. He also
served on the J.V. soccer
and baseball teams during
his first two years.

ECUMENICAL CHOIR
AT FIRST MASS

This Saturday, the Ecu-
menical Choir will parti-
cipate in a significant e-
vent in the life of Sacred
Heart Church, Washington
Rd., this city. At 6 p.m.
the first regular Saturday
high mass will be offered
to their communicants. The
celebrant will be Msgr.
Walter Urbanik, assisted
by Rev. Leon Kasprzyk.
Such a service represents

the continuing attempts of
Christendom in general and
Catholicism in particular
to provide meaningful, un-
derstandable and con-
venient services of worship
for its people.
The Choir's presence

lends support to the spirit
of cooperation and mutual
understanding alive today.
Sister Margaret of Saint
Mary's; •Father Thomas of
Christ Church and Rev.
Brown of First Baptist are
from Just three of the tra-
ditions represented in the
Choir.
Se lee tions from Schu -

bert's Mass in G, Schuetz'
Passion from St. Matthew
and Clokey's Te Deum will
be sung. Mr. Clinton Heyer,
from Christ Church, is
choir director and or-
ganist. Solists include
Mrs. V. Saunders and Miss
M, Cross, sopranos; Rev.
D. Brown, tenor; and
Mr. W, Snyder and Mr. J.
Lewis, basses.

DEMS PLEDGE
(Continued from page I)

have his name on the same
line with the Democratic
Organization c a n d i d a t e
Patten was denied. "Once
our Primary election sys«
tern is aborted to the point
where the Democratic and
Republican parties are not
held *Veponaible for se-
lecting decent and qualified
candidates then we'll have a
single slate to vote on —
Russian style, and our two-
party system will be just a
memory," Wojciechowski
states.
In other business, the

committee officially con-
flraed: the action or the
Municipal chairman in
withdrawing endorsement
from Councilman Frank
Zebro. The action stems
from Zebro's refusal to en-
dorse the organization's
slate.

A motion to conduct
"free - for -allprimary",
whereas the organization
would have no copcern or
say in the candidates who
were to run 'til after
primary was withdrawn by
it« maker. Tills motion,
made and seconded at a
previous meeting, was held
back for final action at the
request of the chairman, to
permit further study. The
action on the Kaden
request, decided by the
courts seemed to be the in-
fluencing factor for the
withdrawal.

CLASSIFIED ADS
GET RESULTS

ANTHONY GONSALVES

OLSEN WINS PLACE
(Continued from page 1)

Olsen recommended the
following course of action
he would like to see follow-
ed in Cambodia and Viet-
nam, " I am In favor of
our government doing any-
thing to safeguard the lives
of the boys we have in south
Vietnam even if it means
chasing the North Vietna-
mese out of Cambodia,
Laos, and as far as Burma.
I am also in favor of a
declaration of war. Our
boys are dying. This is not
a game of ping pong. If
the president asked by ad-
vice, which I don't think he
will, I would be in favor
of giving Hanoi a week to
pull its troops out of South
Vietnam. Failing to do that,
I would drop â  pineapple
on Hanoi like we did on
Nagasaki. I would press for
blocking the harbor even if
it is filledwith Russian
ships. That would shorten
the turmoil and get bur
boys back. And we could
use the money we're spend-
ing on the war to take care
of our ghettos, provide
homes for the aged, and
provide funds for other so-
cial problems,"
A native of Denmark, Ol-

sen was educated in thex

public schools of Perth
Amboy and graduated from
the New York University of
Commerce In 1927 with a
degree of Bachelor of Com-
mercial Science.
An accountant, Olsen was

at one time a regional au-
ditor for the N. J. Un-
employment Compensation
Commission.

From 1951 to 1954 he was
mayor of South Amboy and
afterwards served as re-
gional controller of the
Post Office Dept. in New
York.
He is married to the form-

er Irene C. Melnzer and
they are. the parents of
two children.

"Nothing make*, a j
knowledge so dangerous
examination time."

Letter to the Editor:
May 15, 1970

Dear Sir: •
It was with shock that last evening I read of the

separation of Frank Zebro from the Democratic Party
of South Amboy for the up and coming election. This
is particularly so since he announced his non-support
of party candidates subsequent to the registration time
for the party to endorse a candidate to oppose him. The
real frustration is that he expects that no matter What
happens in June the party will back him in November
against the Republican candidate.

Based on what I read in the paper, Mr. Zebro is going
to align himself with Messers. O Leary, O'Brien and
Cross. If the only victor of the group is the councilman
from the first ward he will no doubt look to the party
later. This Is one terrible situation. It looks to me as
if this is a man who wants his cake and eat it to. Unfor-
tunately he made his decision too late and the voters
won't get a chance to show their feelings about such a
sleight of hand.

I have had the good fortune of serving on various
boards with moat of the gentlemen named above at one
time or another. All of them are very capable but a
group of very serious citizens picked a better slate
and I must agree with them.

Very truly yours,

/ • / Richard A. Servis

, _ _ i ^ ; " Bryant Pond, Maine 04219
* May 16, 1970

The South Amboy Citizen
Augusta Street
South Amboy, N. J. 08879
To the Editor:

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for
printing in your April 23rd edition, the wonderful poem
JUST A LITTLE BOY, compliments of South Amboy
Little Fellas League. A friend, Sarah Dunham of South
Amboy, knowing I enjoy baseball and am a free lance
writer and poet sent me a copy.

I don't know the author of the poem, but I do think
that every parent who has a son play baseball and
every person who goes to see these boys play should
have a copy. It should be distributed nationwide. A
parent or spectator can make this game one of the
most enjoyable or one of the most heartbreaking ex-
periences in a little boy's life.

My husband enjoyed the poem as much as I. He is the
manager of our local Little League team and we have
three sons who play. His comment after reading it
was "How true...how true."

Again, thanks so very much for a very true and a
"very close to the heart poem.

Sincerely,

• /s / Sandra Martin Dunham

ofMediaine\
NEW SPRAY TAKES PAIN AWAY

FROM CORNS — INSTANTLY
A brand-new way to put an Instant stop to pain from corns

and calluses haa been developed by scientists of the Blue-Jay
Division of the Kendall Company.

Aptly titled "Pain Away", the recently developed pain reliever
Is quickly applied Irom a small
aerosol can. It is sprayed di-
rectly on the painful spot, or
it can even be effectively ap
plied by spraying right through
a sock or stocking. And, it
does not stain stockings.

Introduced to the consumer
market less than a year ago,
"Pain Away" has met with in
slant success. It is now avail-
able nationally. The product
is usually packaged along with
cushioned pads and patented,
medicated discs containing
Phenylium.

This new pato-reliever Is the
rMult of Intensive research In

as

the Harrington, Illinois, lab-
oratories of the makers. A por-
' ttttn'ut 'tut' t vwarifi KM "•pent"

in developing a special dispen-
ser with a noxsle capable of
measuring, and controlling, the
amount of spray. This Insure!
against waste and provides the
correct amount for maximum
efficiency.

The real news behind the
product is that science has at
last given man a method of
allaying the commonplace but
very real distress caused by
corns and calluses. A single
spurt of "Pain Away" from a
pocketsize container now gives
immediate, temporary relief
from the kind of throbbing
pain which is familiar to ml!-

"Rons' "of' Americans." " •

RE-ELECT

"A CONGRESSMAN OF

PROVEN ABILITY"*

EDWARD J. PATTEN

VOTE DEMOCRATIC ON JUNE 2nd
Paid for by a friend - JAW


