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" "FIRST COUNCIL MEETING HELD

South Amboy Advertising Less Than 75%

TEACHERS ATTEND DRUG ABUSE WORKSHOP

Price 5¢ (Out of Town 78

1950 BLAST -
RECALLED

CINNEW CITY HALL

" South Amboy's mayor and
council met for the flrst
time on Tuesday night in
it8 chambers in the new

" City Hall on Broadway.

1950 DISASTER
RECALLED

The council opened its
meeting with a moment of
prayer for the more than
30 persons who were killed
when a string of barges,

"loaded with ammunition,

exploded on May 19, 1950
at the city’s waterfront.
Scores were injured in the
blasts.

John leonard, city trea-

.Burer, was among the 10

persons who attended the
first meeting of the council
in the new building. Leon-
ard was mayor 20 years ago
when the blasts occurred.
Mayor P. Joseph Rush
brought to the council’s at-
tention the fact- that the
State Legislature is work-
ing on a proposal to In-
crease the senior citizens
tax exemption from $80. to
$160. with the State sub-
sidizing the municipalities
the difference. If enacted,
it will be put on a referen-

"dum in the November elec-

tion, Council Presidem
Fred Henry warmly
praised the Legislature and
the Mayor for supporting
this issue and hoped that {t
would become a reality to
relieve the senior citizens
of an already heavy tax
burden.

A letter was read from
Frederick N. Fischer, the
architect of the new City
Hall, listing the various
items that are being cor-
rected by the contractor
and subcontractors. In par-
ticular, he mentioned the
problem of water aeepaKQe
in the basement. He feels
that thjs condition will

' .probably be corrected when

heating units are Installed

- in this section of the base-

ment, - President Henry
indicated that he was not
satisflied with this cendi-
tion that the building woutd
not be accepted by the may-
or and council until they
were completely satisfied.
Henry then asked city at-

torney, John Mullane, what

the council could do in such
a situation, Mr. Mullane
responded by saying, ‘‘The
city is holding back 15%, of
the cost and the contract
atipulated that the city may
bring in consultants attheir
expense and correctthe si-
‘tuation if the city isnotsa-
tisfied.”’

ORDINANCE PASSED

ON FIRST READING

An ordinance prohibiting
anyone from being on the
grounds of the city dump

on the Penn-Central Ratl-

road right-of-way_near the
Sayreville line, without
proper authorization, was
adopted on first reading,
The legislation, Councli-
man William O’Leary said,
wap prompted by seven or

MADURA PHARMACY
Open This Sunday

6 to 10 p.m.

In Case Of Emergency Call

eight fires in the areadur-

. Ing the past few months.

Councilman Frark Zebro
mentioned that the Board of
Education is  planning to
submit plans to the mayor
and council for a new high
schoal, This fact was
brought to light at the May
12, 1970 meeting between
the school board and the
mayor and council.

Council President Henry
reported that he had been
advised by the President
of the Board of Health,
Fred Farrell, that there
is a good possibility that
the county would furnish

the South Amboy area with

a full time Health Inspec-
tor if the city could furnish
adequate office space, This
would be at no cost to the
city. Henry advised that a
survey could be made to
see If South Amboy canac-
commodate this worthwhile
function. :

A resolution was passed
applying for approximately
$15,000 in state funds for
traffic lights at the inter-
section of Pine and Borden-
town Avenues and Main St.
and Stevens Avenue,

Asserting that there are
now four, fire-damaged
buildings in the city upon

which nothing had been

done, Councilman Q’Leary
said he is asking that an
ordinance be drawn up
which would cope with the
situation, The legislation,
according  to

on clean-up, securing and
rehabilitation of the build-
ing or its demolition after
a fire,

Council President Henry
advised that he had been in
touch with Woodrow Mc-
Carthy, director of the So.
Amboy Housing Authority,
and reviewed the time table
for the Senior Clitizens
Housing. Mr, McCarthy re-
ported that the Housing Au-
thority 18 about 2 weeks
away from filing an appli-
cation with State and Fed-
_erat ~Kuthorities for plan-
ning fuads, The consultant,
Mr. Tom Patten, indicated
that if everything progres-
ses {n a normal manner, it
could be about 2 years be-
fore senior citizens hous-
ing would become a-reality.

Olsen Wins Place
On Primary -Slot

Former Mayor Thorvald

_Olsen was successful in

: Pter . Grbal! " he

Republican primary con-

test to select a candidate

for the 15th Congressional
District,

In a rulingtwo weeksago,
Superior Court Judge Leon
Gerofsky ruled that delays
encountered by Olsen -ip
reaching Trenton to file
his petition were in no way
his fault. Olsen said hehad
arrived at the Secretary of
State’s office 25 minutes
after the 4p.m, filingdead-
line on April 23 because of
a Route 1 traffic jam and
inclement weather,

The refusal of a state
election employee to ac-
cept Olsen's petition re-
sulted -in a suit against
Secretary of State Paul
Sherwin who was ordered
to show cause why Olgsen
should be barred from the
‘primary Ballot,
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7 O'Leaf‘y, s Burcat;
would set up a time Iimit

INTERESTED - Local teachers who

attended Tuesday’s

Drug Abusc
Workshop at St. Mary's High School

{ he

workshop
teachers from St, Mary’s schools,
.Sacred Heart school and the public

was attended Dby

Little Theatre watch intently as schools. Sgt. L.eRoy Kurtz and Pat-
Willlam  Burcat, workshop c¢o- rolman Raymond Durski rep-
ordinator, shows slides of the resented the local police depart-

various drugs used and abused by

. " users,

Why do kids take drugs?
According to William Bur-
cat, of the State Dept. of
Education, adults must find
the answers by Inves-
tigating the “*original life-
style’' of the drug user.
- -Supervisor - of
Health and. Physical Edu-
cation in the Division of
Curriculum and Instruction
conducted a drug abuse
workshop for the city’s
teachers on Tuesday at St.
Mary’s High School Little
Theatre.

He prefaced his remarks
on youthful experimenta-
tion and use of drugs by
stressing that the drug
abuse problem is complex
because Americans are a
‘‘drug - using soclety.”
Everyone, he said, uses
drugs, whether it is the
caffeine in coffee or the
nicotine in cigarettes.
Through advertising, par-
ticularly on television,
Americans are daily in-
undated with the benefits
of drugs, from aspirin to
tranquilizers. It is com-
mon knowledge, Burcat
said, that all levels of so--
clety use drugs as pain-
killers or muscle relaxers,.
from athletes to show
people. The danger, he
stressed, is

stantly perfecting drugs,so
Epat in four or five years,

L) * g 0
A

~can be expected.””

"~ The use of drugs has been
further enhanced by the
popularity of rock-folk fes-
tivals and the lyrics of
songs. Although many of
today’s songs do make so-
clal comments, Burcat felt
too many of them glorify
drugs. He emphasized this

remark, by listing songs

that had in the past year
recelved constant play on
radio,

DRUGS AMONG
THE YOUNG

 According to Burcat, drug
abuse among the young is
a sympton of a greater
underlying  problem,
Youthful drug users, Bur-
cat said, -justify their use
for a number of reasons.
Either they are students
who
school or athome, they feel

.thom to current events, or

that drug -
manufacturers are con-

ment,

they are pressured into use
by their friends, Many
young people interviewed
by Burcat said they use
drugs out of boredom, be-
cause they are rebelling
against soclety or their

parents, .or. because -they
get a sense of security

from drugs.

Any or all of these rea-
sons are cited by young
people using drugs.

Adults working to com-
bat the use of drugs must
be aware of these factors,
Burcat said. It is wvital,

according to Burcat, that:

fighting the use of drugs
be a ‘‘total community ef-
fort.” Too often, he said,
the problem is left to the
schools for correction,
without community - wide
involvement.

ROLE OF SCHOOLS

The preferred attitude of
schools 'to combat drugs
is to take & therapeutic
approach, This would in-
volve a representative
group of adults that would
include teachers, parents,
policemen, clergy, public
health and medical person-
nel. Such a group should
devise a policy to fit their
‘particular community and
its drug problems,

While helping the youth-
ful drug user to “'kick his
problem,’’ it isequallyim-

" have a definitive poard po-

licy that would outline what
teachers can and cannot do
in approaching and helping
students suspected of using

.drugs,

The schools can further
combat dru%abuse by em-
phasizing the dangers of
drugs., Schoo!l curriculum,
ga} Burcat, must be
geared to all students; if
necessary, kindergarten
stidents must be warned
of the dangers of drug

_abuse, He wryly told an

anecdote about his three-

have problems fir-

TIZ N Broidway 721.0737

When you think of |

GREETING CARDS

think of

RETERSON PHARMACY

Prescriptions since 1890
Rusesll Stover Candies
far any occamsion

year-old daughter, who
knows what pill is taken
for a headache and what pill
is taken for an upset
stomach,

Education on drug abuse
must also include parents,
-Burcat. said, for he feels
today’s youth is mych more
knowledgeable than adults
on drug use and abuse,

The workshop was attend-
‘ed by the facultles of all
local schools,

South Amboy
Dems Pledge
Primary Efforts

At.a meeting of the South
Amboy Democratic Orga-
nization held on Tuesday
evening, the committee
pledged their support of
Congressman Ldward 1.
Patien and the county and
local organjzational slate.
Patten's record of
achievements on the na-

.tional and international le-

vel were cited, and he was
lauded for his conside-
ration 'given to legislation
and assistance which aided
our county and municipali-
ty.

Municipal chairman, J.R.

ojciechowski reported on

e county meeting where
‘Hv' ‘_.4 RSt 4

man Herman Hoffman dis-
cussed the ‘Open Primary’
as advocated by Congres-
sional’ Candidate [Lewis Ka-
dern and others.
and committees who have
studied our primary elec-
tion set-up agree that any
such changes as proposed
would wreck rather than
improve our free choice of
selection of candidates, and
would definitely end the
two~-party system,

On Wednesday, of last
week three- Federal Judges
confirmed thatour primary
election system is adequate
when Kaden's request to

(Continued on Page 2)

Persons -

Twenty years ago, last

Tuesday evening, May 19,
1950, at 7:17 p.m,, the life
for the residents of South
Amboy was one of terror,
confusion, and bloodshed
45 a waterfront explosion
of sume 600 tons of ame
munition tripped through
the town, .

Ihe blast, which killed
approximately 34 people
and injured hundreds, dam=
aged close 1o $20,000,000
wuorth of property and mer=-
chandise.

sunken and shattered coal -
harges were near the site
of he  blast, Originally
frared to be carrying am-
munition also, they were a
cause of greal concern as
a result of fires, scir-off
hy the blast, burning in-
side them, This was a part. .
of the general chaos that
reigned in the first hours
after the explosion, -

Hours before the blast,
13 boxcars filled with high
explosives’ were loaded
aboard the barge-lighters,
Each car carried more than
800 boxes of shells and
mines, Carloads of pow-
der reached the South Am-
boy pier at noon by way of
the Pennsylvania Railroad
for export under special
permit by the CoastGuard,
The explosives were thenr
transferred  from . the -
freight cars to the barges.
Transfer of the explosives
to the four barges was al-

maost completed when thé
Although

blast occurred,
the cause was unknown, it
was suspected that some-
one dropped a box of am-
munition and that some-
how a detonator touched
off a shell.

The effects of the blasts
were felt as far as New
York City and Pennsyl-
vania while homes innear-
by towns were heavily da-
maged, Smith Street in
Perth Amboy was left in
shambles of shaitered
glass,

Immediately after the
blast, screaming people,
cut and bruised by flying
slivers of glass and chunks
of wood, milled about the
streets as shells and mines
bombarded the area. -

Help poured in from phar-
maceutical firms, the Red
Cross, 'the Navy and the
Salvation Army, whichsent
supplied and plasma to hos~
pitals and emergency cen-
ters. . .
Injured persons were sent
to City Hall and to various
schools in the area while
South Amboy Memorialand

Perth Amboy General Hos~

men, women and ChIIC
hurt in the blast.

Most of the casualtiesoc-
curred at the ravaged
waterfront where bodies ¢f
longshoremen and workers
lay strewn amid the debris
and fire,

Fire trucks from as far
as Point Pleasant came tQ
help., Police from allnears-
by towns and nurses from
every hospital in central
Jersey responded to the
disaster,

Mayor John D. Leonard
declared martial law as
civilian rescue teams and

(Continued on Page 2)
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