Vol. 91 No. 4

South Amboy

Advartising Less Than 75%

A

Thursday, January 22, 1970

. -

Price 5£{Out of Town 7

: Mayor and Council

- Censures School Board

“‘Put the blame where it
belongs.”” These words of
Councilfnan James Inman,
at last Tuesday's council
meeting, seemed (0 ex-
press the sentiments of the
mayor and the other council
members when they were
asked about the snafued
school situation in South
Amboy.

“The Board of Education
is taking pot-shots at this
problem and not doing any-
thing concrete about it,”
the councilman said,
adding, ‘‘The mayor and
council are trying to do
something about this situ-
“ation, B0 put the blame
where it belongs.” '

The councilman also al-
leged that ‘‘someone said
they (the board) weren't
going to put money in the
budget for the maintenance
of the high school build-
ing,” Inman’s reaction to
this allegation was, “I'm
stunned.’

All this was biought about .

when Charles Walters, a
resident of Pupek Road in
the Amshore development,
asked the council, ‘““How
can we prevent temporary
classrooms in our school -

system? Peopl€ in myarea .

don’t want them.”

Council President Fred
Henry and Mayor Joseph
-Rush advised Walters to
attend the meetings of the
- Board of Education and put
his questions to them. The
- mayor, elaborating on this
advice, said, ‘‘There is no
meeting of the minds as to
the location of a new school,
or regionalization, Split
sessions are still going
on and we had hoped thdt
modular units would help
‘out temporarily,”

The mayor continued,
“*The board came up witha
plan to make eight rooms
out of the old auditorium
and revamp the complete
building, if conditions war=-
rented it. We of the Board
of Estimate understood that
“this would be done in lieu
of the usage of modular
unitst '

Walters interjected, “‘We
don’t want something ac-.
ceptable for .a period of
S years. "We want a per-
manent solution, When will
.we have a meeting of the
minds? Will we have to
"have a hundred peaple here
to force a meeting of minds?
We cannot bring industry
to South Amboy if we don't

a school. How can you ask
to fill the landfill with in-
dustry if you haven't a
school?”’

Rush answered. with,
want” a school right here
on the site of this city
hall, You people should let
your - feelings be known at
the meetings of the Board
of Education. This pro-
posed renovation of Hoff-
man High is not a five-
year temporary plan,”

Walters then asked why a
public hearing wasn't held
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for approval of the modular
units. He stated that ‘‘no
one ever knows about any
meetings you people have,
Rush explained that all
ordinances, such as the
one approving the usage of
the modular units, had to,
by law, be made public.
‘“Public money cannot be
spent without advertising,
explained the mayor.
Inman noted that he had
asked the city clerk to

Continued on page 2.
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RUSH RAPS
FREEHOLDERS

*“1 have animosity against
Freeholder George Ot-
lowski and Freeholder John
Fay.” So stated Mayor P.
Joseph Rush at last Tues-
day’s council meeting.

The mayor’s remarks
were sparked by a dis-
cussion concerning the
news that the Borough of
Sayreville may have the
recently controversial
mini -steel mill as a
ratable.

Rush noted that the mill
and a pre-cast concrete
plant, which had previously
been rejected by the council
and subsequently went to
South Brunswick, repre-

sented a “total ratable of -

$170,000. The mayor said
that he had no animosity
towards Sayreville or South
Brunswick, but he did re-
sent the attitude taken by
the freeholders when these
corporations tried rosettle
in South Amboy.

‘‘All hell broke out when
they (the industries) were
proposed for South Am=-

~boy", said the Mayor, The
mayor was referring tothe
statements the freeholders
made about the possible
pollution that could be
caused by these plants.

The mayor promised to
double his efforts to get

~ ratables for thecity,'‘even

though we are discrimi-
nated ag'ainst by the free-
holders.” :

Taking note of the pos-
sibility of the mini-steel
mill locating in Sayreville,
Councilman  William
O’Leary proposed that the
police chiefs of Sayreville
and South Amboy work out
a suitable traffic pattern

used in the mill's opera-
“tion., .
The councilman suggested
that the trucks use Wash-
ingtoi Road to Ernston
Road and tHen take Borden-
town Avenue to Hi-Way 38,
“This plan, according to O’
Leary, would eliminate'the
necessity of the trucks
using the bridges over the.
railroad and would keep
this traffic out of SouthAm-
boy. :
Manville Kurtz, a resi-
dent of Parker Ave., asked
the counci} the status of the
present snow ordinance and
criticized the recent snow-

" plowing job done on Broad-

way. .

Council President Fred
Henry agreed that the snow
-ordinance left ‘‘a lot to
and that It
should be revamped. The

"~ mayor asked that the snow

be rémoveg frommeidewalks
in ftont of private homes
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RUSH WILL NOT SEEK RE-ELECTION

PETER J. RUSH

“1 will not seek re-elec=
tion in 1970, With these

words, Mayor P. Joseph -

Rush announced his inten-
tion not to be a candidate
for the office of mayor in
1970.

Stating that his healthwas
the prime reason for re-
moving himself from the
forthcoming mayoralty
race, -Rush emphasized,
““This is my decision and
my decision alone. I want
the people of South Amboy
to kndw about this in ad-
vance.”’ .

Council President Fred
Henry said that he was
shocked at your announce-
ment. Mr, Mayor, and 1
certainly hope that you wil}
reconsider your decision.’
The councilman added that
he and the rest of the
council had always found
Rush to be ‘‘most agree-
able and cooperative, when
it came to doing what was

. best for the city. You have

always put politics aside
and didn’t consider what
was best for the party
first." .

Rush reiterated his state-

"ment to withdraw from the

future election butemphat-
ically asserted that he

would remain *“a true
mayor of South Amboy ugtil
the end of my term (Dec.
31, 1970) and would con-
tinue to work for the better-
ment of the city.”

Councilman - Wilham
O’Leary alsoexpressed his
regrets and added, *‘Joe
you will never be a so-
called ‘lame-duck’ office
holder. Knowing you, | know
that you will always be
doing your job.”

Rush, who had been the
councilman of the Fourth

Ward, was elected to the -

office of mayor intheelec-
tion of 1968, defeating his
opponent, Richard Schultz,
by a plurality of 332 votes.
T he mayor’s post,along
with those of three council-
men and two councilmen-
at-large, will be votedohin

the general election of No-

vember 1970,

The charter revision of
South Amboy, which was
approved by the voters in
1969, will take effect in
1971, All candidates must
be on the Primary slate in
April, with the mayor and

two ceouncilmen-at -large

running for a term of four
years. The three council-
men will serve for two
years and be up for re-
election in November 1972
at which time they will be
elected for four year terms.
This, schedule will provide
for three posts to be filled
every two years.
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§1 Million Plus

Building Activity

~In City .

According to South Am-

boy Building Inspector

James F, Coan, South Am-
boy, had over one million
dollars worth of building
activity in the year 1969,

The building inspector’s
report, which was cdlled
“‘one of the finest we have
ever -received”’ by Mayor
‘Rush, noted that there were
110 building'permits issued

for a total of $1,300,703 |

in building construction,
This f.igure trepresents the
owner's reported estimat~

es of their cost which in-

cludes new construction of
both private and com-
mercial enterprises, ad-
ditions, remodeling, alter-
ations, repairs of homes,
businesses and factorics;
also, new signs, garages,
swim pools and fire damage
repair,

In his letter to the mayor
and council, Coan stated
that the total fees collected
and turned over to the City
Collector amounted to
$2,216 plus $28 for Certifi-
cate of Occupancy permits
and $30 for Demolitien
Permits, or a grand total
of $2,274, -

Certificates of Occupancy
numbered 16 and included -
10 for new or remodeled
residences; ' 5 businesses
and 1 light manufacturing,
In other business, the
council ordered Gigy At~
torney John Mullane to pre-
pare specifications to ad-
vertise the sale of the hook
and ladder fire engine that
was displaced by the new

snorkle truck, recently

purchased by the city,
The councisl, \%s asyked to
approve the roadways in
sections 3 and 4, of Am=
shore Gardens. This re-
quest was referred (o the

Continued on page 2.
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51GNS PROCILAMATION - Mayor P,
Joseph Rush signs.a proclamation
designating the month of January ag
‘“March of Dimes Month.” Council-

2\

;)

-

of the South  Amboy Dimes Drive,
looks an. )
The councilman urged all the citi-
Zens to.get thelr contributions in,
... man Al Sorrentino, who {achalxman . e

SCHOOL BOARD
ADOPTS TENTATIVE
BUDGET

A public hearing of the
tentative 1970-71 school
budget totaling $949,239,
adopted last week by the
Board of Lducation, will
be held at 8 p.m, on Feb=-
ruary 10 at City Hall, °~
. T'his total is an incT&d%e
of $141,495 over the cur-
rent budger of $807,744.
It calls for $799,090 to be
raised by lo¢al taxes, ar
increase of $132,642 over
the present $666,448 tax
figure, .

A broad figure of $5835,420
includes teachess’ salaries
and related expenses, but
no breakdown of amounts
was available in this area.
The board has just recéntly

+ started negotiating with the

South Amboy lzducation As-
sociation, as the current
teachers’ contract wasaonly
ratified last month,
Administration salaries
. and services have risen to
$43,000 from the current
$37,275. Other major ac~-
counts showing increases
are fixed charges by $7,000
to $102,048; operation by
$2,700 to $49,100; main-
tefidnce by $3,000 to
$33,000; health servicesby
$950 10 $16,250; and student
activities by $3,500 to
$16,000, Contracted trans-
portation services are ex-
pected to remain the same
at $35,000,
Expected state aid will
be $150,149, compared to .
* the current $141,296, -
The board’s regular
monthly meeting will be -
January 28 at 8 p.m. in
‘the board room, John St,
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ECUMENICAL SERVICE
SET FOR JAN.25

As a highlight to the Week
of Prayer For Christian
.Unity, an ecumenical serv-
fce will be held at St
+Mary’s Roman Catholic
Church, Augusta and-
gtevens,r 3 p.m., January

" Churches participating
include St. Mary's, Sacred |
_Heart, Christ ChurchEpjs-
“copal, Presbytcrian, Sal-
vation Army, South Amboy

. Methodist 'and First Bap-

tist. .

The Rev.Mr. Wilber New-
ton, pastor at the Presby-
terian Church of South Am-
boy, will be guest preacher
during the service, E

The public is urged to
register their--desire for -
unity among differing lit-

fending the worship ‘serve

1ce,
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