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INMAN, ZEBRO TAKE OATH OF OFFICE

City Clerk Natalie Brennan ad-
ministers oath of office to re-
elected F i r s t Ward Councilman

Frank Zubro. Zebro's daughter,
Catherine, holds the Bible.

New Fourth Ward Councilman
James Inman is sworn into office
toy City Clerk Natalie Brennan while

his two sons, James, left, and John,
right, hold the Bible.

STORY ON PAGE 4.

JANKtfWSKI TAKES OATH AS FIRE CHIEF

City Clerk Natalie Brennan ad-
min liters oath to Fitfe Chief Stanley

Jankowski's daughters,

Lynn, left, and Laurie, right, hold
the Bible.

STORY ON PAGE 4.

MAYOR DELIVERS NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE

'1 would f trsi like lu wish everyone A Happy, Holy
and Prosperous New Year.

loday as in past years 1 don't feel 1970 will be any
different for the Governing Body of South Amboy, because
there are many important and necessary projects ahead
of us. The expansion of the School, the tying into the
M.C.S.A., the seeking of a suitable rateable for the
land-fill or any privately owned property, in order to
help relieve the financial problems of the home-owners.

On the school expansion, there is a difference of
opinion, some teei tnat regonalization is the answer,
others feel we should build our own high school. In
October the Board of School Estimate approved the
rental of modular units to help relieve the overcrowed
elementary classrooms. I voted for this, not that it was
a permanent solution, but so the children's education
doesn't suffer while there is still a difference of opinion.
I want our own high school, so our children are taught
in the city of South Amboy. I still feel we should utilize
the present city hall site, with maybe some additional
property added to it.

As for tying into the M.C.S.A., the city has the
option of improving its present plant or tying into the
M.C.S.A., after going over the cost figures, the Board

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4.

Letters To The Editor
To the Editor:

Although it is physically impossible for me to attend
their meetings, 1 have been very much interested in
the South Amboy Civic Association. It Is too bad they
don't get more publicity in your newspaper so that people
like me can find out what they are doing.

I think that any organization like this is good for any
town. They could do a lot of good for South Amboy if
they want to. I think that if they would come up with good
ideas for new answers to old problems, they would
do even more good. 1 think that this 'is the right .way
to get things done rather than sit back and complain
about things that have all ready happened.

I was 'sorry they "did not say anthing about the hew
government we are going to have in our city. 1 think
that this is one of the best things that could happen to us.
I think that they should have backed up Mr. Henry when
he went all out for this plan, I think that this new plan
will see to it that we have good government in South
Amboy. 1 understand that the new plan can't do anything
about our schools, as the association said something
should be done in their paper they put out for last
Sunday's meeting, but 1 think that this new plan will
make si:re that we get good things for our taxes. I
— -J 1 « t I JC I l l j ^ — — -I - U — - l . . t _

ought to back up Mr. Henry's suggestion that we get
a proffe"$sional man give us an idea what "to"H8PWtth it.
I don't think any of us in South Amboy can really give a
good sure opinion on it. We got good people In our city
but we don't have anyone who can be sure about what to
do that is best for our city, as far as the landfill is
concerned.

I hope that Mr. Brennan's club keeps up the good
work and think about coming up with something that Is
good for us and not only think and talk about somethings
that has all ready been done. I think that we will all
be much better off if they are for something that is good.

/&/ An Interested Citizen
(Name withheld on request)
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Many Problems
Face Council
Tuesday night's Council

meeting consisted of rnany
problems that have plagued
and are plaguing the.city,
The pollution of air, bycoal
cars parked on railroad
tracks in the vicinity of the
Amshore development, the
ever present inconvenien-
ces caused by commutor
parking, and the unexpected
high rental charges for
police cars, along with the
request for four additional
patrolmen,, were the main
subjects of discussion by
the city fathers.

A contingent of residents
uf the Amshore Gardens
presented a prepared
statement in which they
listed a number of grie-
vances against the rail-
toad. Dirty clothes, house
furnishings, paint covered
with soot and begrimed
swim pools were some of,
the items noted in the
charges.

According to a spokesman ,
for the group, Mr. Charles '
Walters, these conditions
have been, and are, caused
by the parking of empty and
full coal cars in the vicinity
of Amshore.

When asked if these people
could be recompensed for
damages^suffered by them,
City Attorney JohnMullane
said that they would have to
institute private suits
against the railroad and
that the city could only
charge the company with
criminal neglect.

Councilman Frank Zebro
promised to take steps to
have the offending cats re-
moved and kept from the
area in question. He also
noted that "ever since the
railroads have had a fixed
tax rate, we've had nothing
but trouble with them.

The railroads came under
more adverse criticism
when Councilman Al Sor-
rentino brought, them to
task for not properly re -
moving snow from their .
walks along the railroad
tracks by the station.
A resident (jf the neigh-,

borhood east'of the rail-
road tracks complained to
the council about a parking
summons that had been i s -
sued to her. Council Pres-
ident Henry told her that

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7.

SCHOflL BOARD TO
MEET JANUARY 14

The South Amboy Board of
Education wi l l hold a
special meeting on« Wed-
nesday, January 14, 1970
at 8 p.m. in the board room
for the purpose of adopting
a resolution for the 1970-
71 school budget,
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COUNCILMEN SPEAK ON CITY PROBLEMS
Thursday, January 8, 1970TL

The Hlew Year's Day Reorganization Meeting of the
Xlty Council is becoming, more and more, a sounding
board or the views and opinions of not only the mayor
but alsd the councilmen. The CITIZEN has, in the
laat few years, opened its columns for these remarks
and fee Ik rhat a public' service is beteg- rendered by
publishing the councilmen's statements for the benefit
of those who were unable to attend the New Year's

"Day meeting.
HENRY'S STATEMENT

"Another year passes and many "critical* problems
remain* Yet, we feel that much as been accomplished.

After exhaustive studies and tedious and sometimes
frustrating work by many people, the question • of a
charter change was placed on the ballot and approved
by the voters. Regardless of politics and regardless
of the1 type of government selected, we all realized
that our present form of government is outmoded, doesn't
meet the needs of the times or the people, is inefficient
and lacks centralized control. Our new form of govern-
ment, which will become effective next year at this time,
should erase many of these problems. It has centralized
control of most functions, provides for a full time
administrator, will allow better purchasing methods.
provides for more efficient utilization of personnel
and equipment, but.mainly provides the controls necessary
to operate an efficient, economical government in a
business-like manner. This year we will solicit the
assistance of those professional people who have had
the experience and the ability to help us to prepare for
a smooth transition from the old to the new form of
government. We feel that this is a most important
project for the coming year.

Another project started last year and how nearing
completion is our new City Hall. While the decision
to build may have been controversial in some quarters,
certainly the need was recognized by those people closely
connected with the daily operations of our government.
The inefficiencies that result from Inadequate facilities
can be great and we sometimes wonder how those
people responsible for various segments of our operation
get the Job done as well as they do.

Each year the demands for additional services in-
creases in all departments. Our Police Department is
the one most directly Involved. The demands on this
department have increased so greatly that they will
occupy a major portion of our new building. This
department has accomplished much in spite of having
inadequate facilities and tools with which to work/
With the proper tools we know they will do even better. I

laxes ana the landfill seem almost synonomous
these days. They should not be and this is mainly our
fault for allowing it to happen. We have the people be-i
lieving that the landfill provides the last available
area to use in acquiring ratables that will maintain
a decent tax structure. This Is not the case. Because
of increased demands for services, because of the need
to furnish our employees with decent salaries and
benefits commensurate with those enjoyed by industry,
because of the need for Increased educational facilities
and programs, because of inflationary tendencies and
because of higher interest rates our taxes are going
to spiral comparably and every community is faced
with the identical problem, Property taxes are the most
inequitable type of tax we .have. It 1B not based on the
ability to pay such as a graduated scale of income taxing.
It has its most critical affect on those people living
on a fixed or limited income and particularly our
senior citizens. Those who, can least .afford to pay.

We must look to the State for assistance in enacting
broad-based taxation based on the ability to pay. These
fundB must then be funnelled back to the communities
for school purposes, both public and private, and for
police salaries. These are the two greatest areas of
concern for all communities and if there are those who
think we can do it on our own, I feel that It is a mis-
calculation.

There are a number of other issues that are still
unanswered, such as the mandated directive to improve
our sewage'treatment facilities, urban renewal programs
and the like. But, still with. us is the dire need to
improve our educational facilities and curriculum. Again,
these two words have become synonomous and maybe
they should be, but this could not be the case in South
Amboy. Our Board of Education and our School Super-
intendent tell us that even #ith a new facility, because
of our small enrollment, we could not materially broaden
the curriculum without tremendous expenditures. The
State Board of Education tell us that no school district
should be less than 2500 pupils in order to prompts a
good educational program. We have about 1000 pupils.
They tell us that our answer is regionallzation. We
have explored this area with limited results. We believe
that the State should make regionallzation so attractive
that even those people of selfish sovereignty thoughts,
(I don't say this in a derogatory manner— it's a by-
product of our "nature) could not afford to turn it .down.
There are those people in our State who are working
for these goals.

However, we have taken some steps to improve our
situatlont. such as approving the construction of ft class-
rooms in the old school auditorium and renovating our
high school and if the sincejfe efforts continue we will
resolve the new school problem also. >

For their accomplishments and cooperation during the
past year, I would like to thank Mrs. Brennan, our City
Clerk, Mr.. Mullane, City Attorney; Mr. Rejllyi City
Engineer; Fr̂ ank Mlnnlck, John Leonard, Jim Gnan, our
various Board members, The Police & Fire Depart-
ments, the City employees and the Mayor and Council..
Without these people and their cooperation, very little
could be accomplished.

1 want to wish all of them and all of you a most
HAPPY NEW YEAR."

SORRENTINO'S STATEMENT
''Honorable Mayor, Councilmen, City Clerk, Mrs.

Brennan, City Attorney John Mullane and Fellow Citizens
of South Amboy. I would like to congradulate our
newly elected Councilman Jim Inman, 1 m sure that
Jim will bring some new thinking with him to the Council;
being young and ambitious, especially Jfl the field of
recreation which has been taking a great, deal of his
time in the past. Now that the election la over, I for
one would like to put our partisanship behind us and
work to gethier for a common goal for the benefit of
making South Amboy a better City in which to live.
I would also like to congratulate our Veteran Council-
man Frank Zebro. The people of the First Ward saw
fit to return him to office after the many years of
faithful and devoted duty to "his constituency.

Today I have completed my first year as a Council-
man in the "Pleasant Little City"; and contrary to the
belief that public office can be frustrating and demanding,
I certainly enjoyed the privilege and pleasure to serve
my fellow townsmen.

I would like to take this opportunity to say a few
words about two of my Department Heads who I had the
pleasure to work-with this past year. Welfare Director
Mrs. Frances Stratton and Chief Edward O'Leary. In
Mrs. Stratton I found a very capable and efficient
Director whose concern for the needy and their families
was skillfully handled by her due to her experience and
understanding from the many years that she has spent,
not only on the Welfare Board, but through the voluntary
work and dedication to other civic organizations that
she served in South Amboy over the past years.

I've known Chief Q'Leary all my life but I've got to
know another side of him this past year. The people
of South Amboy should be greatful that we have a dedicated
and understanding person serving as our Chief Law
Enforcement Agent. He's anable administrator who shows
a great deal of concern for his men and for his City.
A8 Chairman of the Police Committee; Chief O'Leary
and I have worked together to bring the department up
to date with modern police equipment, indoctrination
of' police theory through approximately 40 weeks of
schooling for all the men in the Department. Educating
our citizens with film and talks on serious problems
that confront us today by regionalizing with other
communities a Film Library under the direction of
Sgt. LeRoy Kurtz, our Juvenile Officer. Currently we
are working to alleviate the parking problems in our
City. With a committee of local interested Businessmen
and our Traffic Safety-Officer Sgt. James Tedeeco,
we have come up with some workable solutions. First,
we had a Patrolman stationed in the business section
of Broadway and vicinity to enforce the present parking
ordinance. Secondly, we are making land available to
park 150 cars between the Dohaney Homes and the
Little League Field. Thirdly, we have Induced two
vacant property owners to utilize their lots for parking
by local businessmen and their employees. We have
also suggested that a Parking Authority be created
in order to purchase and make available land for
shoppers parking. A fee would be charged to pay for
the purchase price of the land to make it self-supporting.
Signs are now being made to direct parkers to specified
areas. *

The Police Dept., as a whole, is doing a good job.
Recently a neighboring town, Woodbridge, sent a letter
of Commendation for outstanding police work in capturing
a suspect for a crime committed in that town. On many
occassions they give of their own time to appear in
court, at no extra pay, to testify in a case. The people
should back up their police 100% and be less critical
of them. We need them very much to continue to keep
our City free of crime and peaceful.

The school problem that existed a year ago is still
with us today, namely SPACE. I'm happy to say that
our past couple of meetings with the Board of Education
have been very cordial. We all realize the problems
confronting us and everyone is sincere in trying to
make the right decision that would be beneficial for
our children. Whether we regionalize with other school
districts or go it alone I certainly- would like to see a
final solution come Boon; but I am also willing to
sacrifice time in order to come up with the proper
long-range decision.

ZEBRO'S STATEMENT

"Today we start a New Year. A year Which I feel
will be the moat productive year in the hiitory of our
city. A year that I feel sure positive decisions will be
reached on the landfill, on our educational shortcomings,
and on housing for our senior citizens. Last, but not
least, the stabilization of our tax rate.

We in the city gQvernmwnr have a great responsibility
this year. This year will be the year of great decisions.
It will be a year in which your elected officials will
have to close their ears to the pressure groups and
after a complete analysis, not only with the present
needs of the city as a focal point, but with the needs
of the future as well. Then we will have to decide the
steps we are going to take on our two most important
problems, the disposition of the land fill and the up- *
grading of our educational facilities.

I feel the city could not have a better group of officials
to handle the complex problems that face us this year,
I m proud to be part of this group and I know the decisions
will be logically arrived, at and progressively acted on,

I would like to thank the people of the 1st wardjfor
the vote of confidence they have given me for electing
me to be their representative, for the year 1970.1
would like to also thank the street commissioner, the
foreman of the street department and the street depart-
ment employees for the cooperation-jthey have given
me throughout the year of 1969. In closing may I take
this opportunity to wish all of the people of *our"city a
Holy, Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year and
Peace on Earth."

O'LEARY'S STATEMENT

"Today we start not only a new year, but also a new
decade. The sixties1 were hectic years. They brought
us our share of sorrows but they also brought us our
share of Joy.
^Locally, we mourned the untimely passing, of our

mayor, our city electrician, our firechlef, our firemen,
our school principal* our business leaders, our sport
greats, and, most of all, those gallant young men
from our s*ty that made the supreme sacrifice in
Vietnam. "

Nationwide, we suffered a tragic loss when assassin's
bullets stilled the voices of three great Americans;
John Fitzgerald. Kennedy, Robert Kennedy and Martin
Luther King.

We had our share of joy and pride in our country
' when our astronauts landed on the surface of the Moon.
Locally, we had our share of Joy In just having nice t
neighbors, thrilling to the athletic accomplishments of our
local schools, and the spirit of Christmas that is so
pronounced in our city. And even the story book year
of the New York Mets, who were adopted by all 6f our
baseball-minded citizens, to a degree, was a source
of joy to us.

We in city government have an idea of what the
seventies are going to bring. They are going to bring
more complex problems, and possible solutions are
going to be more expensive. The concept of getting tax
relief for the home owner through a broadbase tax
on a state level has become more and more urgent.
The homeowner can no longer be the chief supporter
of the government. The spirallng cost of education,
and government in general, should be spread out, and
the burden should be placed on those who can best afford
it. The i% sales tax is an unfair tax. It hurts the little
fellow, who is already paying more than his share.
Tax relief must be obtained for the elderly, those on
a fixed income, these are the unfortunate ones who are
being strangled financially, by these splraling costs,
and the archaic structure of the present tax system.

From a local point of view, 1 see the landfill as the
solution to our local problems. I can envision ratables
valued at 15 to 20 millions of dollars being installed
on the landfill. Ratables this size will not only stabilize
our tax rate, but could lead to a substantial reduction
in our peopleB tax bill. But I caution everyone, do
not leap at the first offer that sounds attractive, be
patient, our decision on the landfill will be a lasting one,
and we must be sure we do what is right for our people,
and their children. I have been in city government for
more years than I care to remember, and I offer one
thought to our people, I have great confidence in the men
who now serve you. Through them I know your interests
will be protected. Through them, I know, that when a
decision is reached on this utilization of our landfill,
it will be a well thought-out decision.

In closing, I'd like to wish all of our people a Happy,
Holy and Prosperous New Year. And please, whisper an
Ave for your mayor and council, once in a while, that
our decisions will benefit all of you."

INMAN'S STATEMENT

"it is a great privilege and honor for me to officially
accept the position as Republican Councilman of the
Fourth Ward in the city of South Amboy. I would like to
express my sincere appreciation to the people who put
forth such a fine effort on my behalf in this election.

721-6401 .
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A wrong
r, _ e imstntial-to- immy-:df our citizens

'IttMiKgamr-tyfffefr health, welfare and Inconvenience.
While a good ratable would be a tremendous help to
the tax-paying public; it is not the only solution to our
problems. Measures should be taken by the State to help
more, especially toward education which is our greatest
burden and certainly, a most necessary one. I would
like to see our people take into consideration all the
Pro's and Con's that have been discussed and study
all future proposals before rendering a final decision.
I want to wish you and your families a happy and
fruitful New Year/'

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH NEWS

and understanding during my campaign.
I was happy to Bee the creation of the Senior Citizens-

Association and the Taxpayers Assocjatignjii,

TOif!firpublishing of all meetings that take
place in South Amboy, and I hope that people come to
them and be heard.

To the people of South Amboy and especially the 4th
Ward, I extend an open invitation to call or see me
whenever I can be of service to you.

In closing, I hope-.that we will have a better and a
more progressive New Year."

Church School for all ages
is offered at 9:45 a.m.Sun-
day. \A Family Worship
ServicVj^eglns at 11 a.m.
Mr. Greg Evigan begins his
tervice th i s Sunday as
«hurch pianist. A Coffee
Hour, sponsored by the
Mlaalon Circle, will be held
following the worship ser-
vice.
Ladies Aid meets in the

Church House, 8 p.m.,
Monday.

The Board of Trustees
meets 8 p.m., Tuesday.
Midweek Service next

Wednesday will be in the
home of Mr. and Mrâ  Ro-
bert Stewart, 51 Middlesex'
Rd., Matawan, 7 p.m.
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