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'SORRENTINO ENDORSES
HENRY'S PLAN FOR LANDFILL

Councilman Al Sorrenti-
no, speaking at last Tues-
day’s council meeting, en-
dorsed Council President
Henry's suggestion that a
professional service be re-~
tained to thoroughly study
the potentials ¢f the land-
fill area.

At the previous meeting,
Dec. 2, Henry had accused
Mayor Rush of ‘‘twisting
figures around and distort~
ing facts’’ when he (Rush)
was talking about the land
fill. The councilman also
stated, ‘““You (Rush) are
making irresponsible
statements when you use
these figures, you are
blowing {tallup. All studies
do not bear out your
figures. Let's get a pro~
fessional analyst to do a
study for us and stopscar~
ing the daynghts out of the
public.”

The mayor agreed with
Henry that a professional
service should makea
complete study of this land,
He reiterated this stand at
last Tuesday's meeting
when he said, ‘“‘Profession-
al advice on this matter is
welcomed by me, but, what
kind? Should we get an ar-
chitect, engineer, lawyer,
or what?”’

The mayor informed the
council that he had received
an offer from a planning
consultant who offered his
service free to the cityand
that this would be discussed
at the next regular business
meeting of the mayor and
council,

Commenting on a meeting
held last Friday night by
a group of people who are
interested in tax ratables,
Sorrentino said, “I'm cer-
tainly gladto see some citi-
zens of South Amboy taking
an interest in their city by
attending a recent meeting
and voicing their pleasure
and displeasures pertain-
ing to the shore front area
known as the landfill."”

The councilman contin-
ues, ‘‘While [ feel strongly
that the final decision rests
with the people of South
Amboy, we must have pro-
fessional help in order to

bring out all issues and

to make it clear in every-
ones mind what we are
facing. We can’t make snap
decisions and expect them
to be in the best interest
for the masses. Profes-
sional people are with these
problems everydayandare
able to foresee future flaws
and obstacles that will one
day be detrimental to our
health or the economic wel-
fare of the community.”
Sorrentino expressed his
disapproval of the project
submitted by Redevelop-
ment Assoclates of Iselin,
represented by Robert
Gushin, at the council
meeting of Nov. 24. The de-
velopment company had
plans for constructing 440
apartments on 30 acres of
the landfill, and an indus-
trial complex on the re-
maining 50 acres.
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Sorrentino said, ‘‘He
Gushin did not give us
any guarantees that theen-
tire complex would be com-
pleted as Initially present-
ed, that is, he would bufld
the industrial space as it
was needed.”

Reviewing other propos-
als the council has con-
sidered, Sorrentino had
this to say, ''The pre-
stress concrete plant and
the mini-plant would not
bring in the desired rawa-
ble that we are looking for.
The inconveniences to the
people in that area and the
wear and tear on our
streets would not justify the
tax dollars received, We
would have to rebuild many
roads to accommodate the
heavy trucks that would
constantly use them. We
were told that 40 to S50
trucks a day would be uti-
lized by the steel plant
alone. Would it be fair for
these residents in the im-
mediate area to bear the
brunt of the inconveniences
in order to save the tax-
payers
year?

Pursuing this latter point,
the councilman said, ““The
$70,000 that we would re-
ceive from the steel plant
would save the taxpayer
about 30 points on his tax
bill, minus additional un-
forseen expenses. Is this
worth it? You, the people
of South Amboy, must an-
swer. This year, 1969, we
received five offers for this
property. Next year we may
receive more, The value of
the land will continually
rise. Being vacant, the
landfill isn’t doing us any,
good financially, but once
it’s sold, we canloseacer-
tain amount of control over
it. I would like to see more
patience and professional
guidance before we sell this
parcel of land.”

Mayor Rush agreed with
Sorrentino that the trucks
posed a serious problemto
the city but that he (Rush)
had tried to find a dif-
ferent ingress and egress
for them by negotiating with
the owner of private pro-
perty, a route that would
keep them from most of the
city streets.

The mayor informed the
council that the steel mill
is now negotiating with the
owners of the former city
dump on Highway 35, and
that if these plans are suc-
cessful, the trucks would
not have to travel any of
the city streets.

Rush also agreed with
Sorrentino on his sugges-
tion for professional opin-
fons on the landfill by
saying, ‘I accept your sug-

gestions. Let a clear pic-
ture be given to the people
80 that theycanbetter form
a definite opinion,”” He ad~
ded, ‘‘ all formulae must be
studied.”

Councilman Willlam O’-
Leary and the mayor both
cautioned against the pos-
sibility of offending inter-
ested parties, concerning

the landfill. O’Leary said,
‘“We must be open to all
offers and we must be cour-
teous to all those who of-
fer. We are not antagon-
istic.’
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ARCHITECTS PRESENT FIRST FORMAL PLANS FOR
SOUTH AMBOY MEMORIAL HOSPITM EXPANSION

Formal presentation of plans for
the new expansion designed for South
Amboy Hospital was made to the
hospital’s staff and Board of Gover-
nors, above, by Eliot Rothman, left,
consultant for Murray Leibowitz,

E N

Architect,

/|

of Perth Amboy, N, J.
lLugene J. Nieto, right, Hospital Ad-
ministrator, stated thatthe occasion
marked an important milestone in
the progress of the anticipated hos-
pital building program.

Henry Speaks On Landfill,
Taxes, Schools, Regionalization

Council President Fred
Henry, during the course
of last Tuesday’s council
meeting, touched on seve-
ral matters of great im-
port to the good and wel-
fare of the citizens of South
Amboy.

Among the subjects that
the councilman presented
to the council and public
were the problems con-
cerning the school situa-
tion; the best means of
evaluating the landfill area;
and the tax situation of the
South Amboy homeowner.
In an after-meeting state-
ment he also had many in-
teresting ideas onregiona-
lization,

In his remarks concerning
the landfill, the planning
board came in for much
praise when the council-
man said, ‘‘We have com-
petent people on this board
(planning) and they have
done a great deal to pre-
sent feasible and workable
plans for the best usage
of the landfill area. We
have, in the past, jumped
too quickly at every offer
that was presented tous and
we must learn to react a
little slower. We must also
learn to lean on this board
and listen to their advice.”’

Henry  warned,
shouldn’t, as a governing
body, give the people of
South Amboy the ‘impres-
sion that the landfill ig the
complete answer to our
monetary problems, Bythe
same token, the people of
South Amboy shouldn t get

l‘we’

the impression that this
area is a cure-all for their
tax situations. The land-
fil{ ratables will help, but
will not, in themselves, be
everything to all people.”

Edward Kaboski asked
Henry whether or not he
had hired a professional
planner to study and report
on the landfill’s best pos-
sible usage, as the council-
man had suggested at the
last council meeting, When
Henry informed Kaboski
that he (Henry)had notdone
60 because the council had
not authorized him to take
that action, Kaboski ques-
tioned the reason for look-
ing to ‘“‘outside help when
we have competent people
already being paid by the
city.”’

Kaboski was referring to-

the city attorney, John Mul-
lane, and the city engineer,

Edward Reilly. It was ex-
plained to Kaboski that
these professional people
were -on a retainer hasis
and that extra services,
such as this, would still
have to be paid for by the
city.

Henry also explained,
‘‘that as competent as these
people are (Mullane and
Reilly) in their respective
fields, a professional mu-
nicipal planper is es-
pecially trained and quali-
fied for this particular ser-
vice.”
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Michael kagan of 81 Pupek
Road asked, "*Would the so-
lution to the landfilt prob-
lem slow down tax rises?’’
He added, ‘‘Mine have been
going up 20% each year and
at this rate, many of us will
be forced to sell our houses
and move elsewhere,”’

Henry answered himwith,
“I can almost guarantee
we’re going up 35 points in
next year’s tax rate. I say
again, the landfill is not go-
ing to be the complete an-
swer. The state willhave to
come up with the solution,
The tax on the homeowner
is unequitable and it’s going
to spiral upwards just as
Freeholder Otlowski pre-

. dicted in his recent state-

ment.”’

Mayor Rush interjected
with, “‘All the mayors of
Middlesex County did not
agree with Otlowski’s
statement, If the power
company and railroad were
taken away from us it would
be a terrific impact on
South Amboy."’

Henry answered the may-
or with, “‘Set your sights
higher, Joe, look to the in-
come tax. Here is where the
solution lies. It, the tax so-
lution, lies in the ability to
pay. The homeowner must
not be unjustly crucified.”’

““This attitutde of mine,
regarding the income tax,
will not make me popular,’’
said the councilman, “‘but
there ‘must be an income
tax regulated according to
the ability to pay.

In  an after-meeting-
statement, Henry sald that
regionalization is the only

Continued on page 8.
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The first formal presen-
tation of plans for the new
expansion  designed for
south Amboy Hospital was
made to the hospital’s staff
and Board of Governors
Wednesday, December 17,
1969 by Murray Leibowitz,
Architect, of Perth Amboy,
New Jersey.

Mr. Leibowitz, with his
consultants, Messrs,
Chapman and Rothman, of
Chapman and Goyette,
Cambridge, Mass., made
the formal presentation,
Representing the hospital
were Daniel A. Zack, Pre-
sident of the Board of Go-
vernors; Kugene J. Nieto,
Hospital Administrator;
Mrs. Grace Crystal, Di-
rector of Nursing; Dr. Ben-
jamin Copleman, President
of the medical staff, and
many interested members
of the hospital’'s medical
and nursing group.

Plans prepared for the
hospital call for a four
story building in an offset
“H’" design. The planswill
be forwarded for review
to the Department of Insti-
tutions and Agencles, Bu-
reau of Medical Facilities
Construction Planning in
Trenton., Review of the
plans will be carried out
under the direction of Mr.
Len Di Leo, Chief of the
Bureau, working under
Commissioner Lloyd Mc-
Corkle,

Mr. Nieto, in announcing
receipt of the plans, stated
that the occasion marked
an important milestone in
the progress of the antici-
pated hospital bullding pro-
gram,

“From this time for-
ward,’”’ he said, ‘‘the hos-
pital will be working hand
in hand with the state in
order to develop the type of
hospital and medical care
long overdue here in the
southeastern section of
Middlesex County.”’

Heavy Mail
Reported by Howley

Postmaster John J, How=
ley says his customers
have really taken his an-
nual *‘mail early’’ plea to
heart this year. The South
Amboy Post Office has been
handling an unprecedented
flow of Christmas cards
and parcels during the past
week, and for Mr. Howley,
this is a good sign.

“The early start on
Christmas shopping and
mailing means that we can
expect a fairly even flow
of mail between now and
Christmas Day,” the post~
master commented. ‘* This
should let us keep up with
our distribution and de-
livery day by day and with-
out serious delays. Best
of all, there will be no
need for our letter car-
riers to go out on the
street on Sunday, as has
sometimes happened in
previous years.

Until Christmas, service
windows at the main office
are open at 8:30 a.m. to
5 p.m. Monday thru Friday,
and 8:30 a.m. to 12 noonon
Saturdays. There willbeno
window service on Sunday.







