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Rush Speaks on Landfill Proposal

In the past week 1 have had numerous people contact
me in regards to the proposal made by Redevelopment
Associates of Iselin. Some people gave me their opinion
and others asked me for mine. 1 told these people that
I would go over the proposal as I understood it when it
was presented on Monday, November 24, and give them
my opinion at the next Council Meeting.

1 would first like to start out by saying that in some
communities Garden Apartments can be an asset, that
ie where there is a balance of homesand major industry.
In South Amboy we don’t have this balance; we have
approximately 2300 homes and two major industries

for 1.1 square mile.

In the proposal the developer claims that the 440
units would only add about 127 children to the school
system at a cost of $61,500 per year to the City. |
feel that South Amboy right now has a complex school

problem without adding

to it.

I feel we have to be

pessimistic and figure just what the total of children
could be. The proposal consisted of 220 one-bedroom
apartments, 180 two-bedroom apartments, and 40 three-
bedroom apartments. On this bagis, I figure we could have
an increase of over 520 children at a cost of $260,000
per year, and this is without the building cost of adding
18 more classrooms. The developer claimed the City
would collect $135,000 per year in taxes from the apart-
ments, but 1 feel it would cost the City $260,000 just
to educate the children. There are some that will say
all of the children would not go to the Public School.
This may be true, but even on a 60 percent basis we
would still be behind the ““eight-ball.”

On a study made by Rutgers University in 1964 and

restu

d in 1969 [ quote the following statement,

‘““‘Apartment Rentals -- as the cost of apartment units
decreases, the probability of attracting families with

school-age children increases.”

1 feel this statement

speaks for itself and bears out my above opinion. Under
questions, the developer did state that if the rent for
the apartments had to be lowered in order to fill them,
that they may have to come to the City for tax relief.
[ would like to remind the Council that these apart-
ments would be built under Bonds from the New Jersey
Housing Finance Agency. Under the law they are entitled
to a fixed amount each year and the developer is
entitled to an 8 percent profit. If these totals can’t
be met by the rents collected, they can appeal to the
County Tax Board and a tax reduction can be forced
on the City. I don’t think this would be fair to the other
taxpayers to have to pick up the loss. There isn’ta
home owner [ know that can obtain a tax reduction
because he had a loss in his yearly income.

Continued on page 2.
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HENRY ON CHARTER
~ REVISION AND LANDFILL

Council President Fred
Henry, speaking at the
council meeting last Tues~
day night had this to say
about the new city charter
that will become effective
in 1971: ‘‘As a result of
our charter change our city
clerk and two members of
the County Election Board
have been sworn in to act
as a commission to re-
district our city into three
wards. Along withthem, we
have our engineer, planning
board consultant and ate
torney working withthem.”*

Henry continued, “We
have also called upon Dr.
Reock of Rutgers, Depart-
ment of Governmental Re-
search, to assist us in this
endeavor. Dr. Reock has
consulted with many other
communities having these
“same Siruationsandis most
helpful.”

‘“We have had to ask the
Census Bureau for the 1960
census figures brokendown
into certain size tracts
which we have to use in
developing population den-
sities by block,” explained
the councilman, adding,
““our consultant now has
these figures and will re-
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late them to a street map
and from that the new ward
and district boundaries will
be determined by the com-~
mission.”’

Concerning the landfill
area and the recent pro-
posals made for the usage
of it, Henry said, “‘One of
the decisions we have to
make, which is uppermost
in the minds of almost
everyone is, what are we
going to do with the land-
fill? We have had a number
of proposals that appear
interesting at first sight
and then after more thought
is given to them, they all
have many disadvantages.
We have had proposals for
heavy industry and light
industry, with accompany-
ing garden apartments, Be~
cause of the heavy burden

~to which we taxpayers are

subjected our first thought
is usually; How much will
we derive in taxes? Then
we usually talk about pol-
lution, traffic problems,
the sale price of the land,
and what will it cost the
city for roads, water and
sewer lines and the inci-
dentals that go with a ven-
ture of this sort.”

In commenting on the
statement made by Mayor
Rush concerning the land-
fill, (See related story
elsewhere in this issue of

Continued on page 2.
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ALBERT SORRENTINO

The appointment of Albert
Sorrentino to scrve as
Chairman of the 1970 March
of Dimes Campaign in South
Amboy wa s announcedre-
cently by Dr, Thomas H.
Paterniti, Middlesex Coun-
ty Director of the Cam-
paign.

This will be Sorrentino’s
second year as Chairman,
He is self-employed at Al-
bern’s Sea Food, the father
of three children, and lives
with his family at 254 First
Street. He is Councilman
of the Second Ward; Treas-
urer of the\f;xempt Fire~
men’s Assn? in South Am-
boy, and a life member
of the New Jersey State
Fireman’s Assn. He is a
member of the Indepen-
dence E & H Company No,
}; the Luke A, lLovely
American Legion Post No
62; St. Mary’s Holy Name
Society; St. Mary’s P,T.A,;
and president of Frog Hol-

low Swim and Tennis Club.

“l am grateful for the
opportunity to again head
the March of Dimes Cam-
paign in South Amboy to
raise funds to make pos-
sible the research being
carried on by The National
Foundation to discover the
causes, cures and preven-
tion of birth defects’ Sor-
rentino said. ‘“There are
more than 100 Birth
Defects Centers throughout
the United States where
children born imperfect

SORRENTINO HEADS DIMES DRIVE

are receiving necessary
care. Your contributions
are making it possible for
the Middlesex County
Chapter to help support
such a Birth Defects Treat-
ment Center at Babies Hos-
pital, Newark, where the
children in our County are
receiving expert care.”’

Sorrentino concluded
““When you are asked to
donate to the March of
Dimes in January please
give generously.”

City Parking
Problems Discussed

Councilman Al Sorrentino,
at last Tuesday’s council
meeting, informed that body
thar he and Mayor Rush had
met with a group of local
businessmen and discussed
the local parking problems,
According to Sorrentino
the parking lot on theeast-
erly side of the railroad
tracks, off Augusta St,, has
some parking spaces due
to the new sand operation
going in there, and the city
is faced with trying to lo-
cate substitute space,

The councilman suggested
that there are some small
lots on Broadway that could
be used for the business
people to park their own
cars, For additional com-
muter parking areas, Sor-
rentino suggested using
part of the landfill, between
George and John streets.

During the month of De-
cember, police will patrol
Broadway in order to ex-
pedite the movement of
traffic and cut down on the
double-parking of trucks
that have to unload.

The possibility of forming
a Parking Authority Com-
mission to buy land and
charge fees in order topay
for it, was also suggested
by Sorrenting.

There will be another
meeting of city officials
and the business people of
South Amboy during the
month of February at which
time further plans will be
formulated.

Continued on page 2.

HENRY DISPUTES MAYOR'S
FIGURES ON LANDFILL

Council President Fred
Henry charged Mayor Rush

with “twisting figures
around”’ and ‘‘distorting
facts’’ at last Tuesday’s

Council meeting.

According to Henry, the
mayor was wrong when he
““threw out figures as to
the amount of children that
would attend the public
schools if the proposed 440
apartments were built on
the landfill.”’

“You are making irre-
sponsible statements when
you use these figures,"’
sald Henry, ‘‘youare blow-
ing it all up. All studies
do not bear out your fig-
ures. Let’s get a profes-
sional analyst to do a study
for us and stop scaring the
daylights out of the public.”’

This was in response to
the statement the mayor
made when he said, ‘I
figure we could have an
increase of over 520 chil-
dren at a cost of $260,000
per year, and this is with-
out the building cost of
adding 18 more class-
rooms. [ feel it'would cost
the city $260,000 just to
educate these children.*’

The mayor admitted that
he was using the ultimate
number in reaching his
conclusions and based them
on figures given inthe pro-
posal made by Redevelop-
ment Associates of Iselin.

Henry refuted the mayer's
answer by saying, ‘“You
aren’t quoting correctly.
Do you think that this if
fair? We should both stop
talking about this until we
get someone who knows and
get his opinion.”’

The mayor replied with,
‘“We have the right to make
Or carve our own opinion,”
Both men agreed that all
proposals should be studied
by professional people. This
was brought out when Henry
asked Rush, ““Do youagree
that a professional person
should give a substantial
report on the landfill?** .
Rush stated that he had
no objection to getting any
advice from any profes-
sional service, -
Councilman O’Leary ac-
cused the mayor of taking
things out of context in the

wick Inn,

POSTER BOY < Six year old Chrnis
Wilson of North Brunswick, Middle-
sex County Poster Boy for the 1970
March of Dimes, metcounty leaders
of the campaign at the orientation
meeting held recently at the Bruns-

‘l

Sayreville leaders whoattended the

JOIN THE

meeting were: (left w right) James
Osnato, campdign treasurer; Miss
Claudia Kutz, TAP (leen-Action=-
Program) Chairman in Sayreville
High School; Mrs. John Brand and
Mrs. Alvin Jolly, Mothers March
co-chairmen,

Rutgers Report and mis-
using them. The mayor
answered him with, “I'm
concerned about the maxi-
mum number of children
that could attend our
schools.”’

When questioned about the
proposed steel mill for the
landfill and the problems
that would arise over the
number of trucks to be uged
for this operation, the
mayor replied, ‘““The trucks
bothered me as much as
anyone else and I am check-
ing this out but I’'m not at
liberty to say what this is.
The trucks won’t be coming
into the heart of our town,"’

Turning to Henry, the ma-
yor added, ‘‘You know what
I’m talking about.””

Henry told the mayor,‘‘It's
no secret as far as I'm
concerned.”’

Rush explained that
negotations are underway
with the owner of a piece
of property that could be
used to alleviate the truck
traffic problem,

O’Leary emphasized the
need for a thorough study
in order to achileve what
is best for the city and the
landfill, “*A lirtle over a
year ago we made a hasty
decision without giving it a
full .study,”’ said the coun-

cilman. He added, “‘We
frightened potential users
away.”’

The ccuncilman was re-
fering to the proposed
aluminum plant for the
landfill area. This plant
was subsequently located
in Maryland,

Rush informed the council
that the cit'y did not reject
the plant. “They rejected
us,’’said the mayor, adding,
‘“This was explained thor-
oughly to other industries.
The aluminum plant was
driven out by higher au-
thority, not the city,”’

“The mayor expounded on
his reasons for being
against the proposed light
industrial complex on the

Jandfill by saying, ‘‘Each

50,000 sq. ft. building, and
there will be 18 of them,
will take up more than two
and one-half acres. This
amounts to 45 of the 50
acres being occupied with
buildings. There will be no
room for parking lots for
the potential employees.”’

Henry interjected with,
‘““Again you're twisting the
figures around. There are
about 43,000 sq. ft, to an
acre so how could 50,000
sq. ft. constitute two and
one-half acres? The pro-
posal states that there
would be a little over one
million sq. ft. of industrial
space, which would leave

.. another million square feet - ---

for opeén spgce.”’
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