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MAYOR'S REPLY TO EDITORIAL

TO THE EDITOR OF THE CITI\ZEN

Dear Sir,
On October 15, at the Planning Board meeting, Mr.

Sheehan represented Mr, Carr and presented two maps
to the board so that they could approve one or the other
80 that the HUD program could get off the ground.
Before the vote was taken, Mr. Sheehan was asked
if the approval was given, could the map be changed
' without affecting the program, and he sald yes. With
this answer in mind 1 voted for Map #2, keeping in
mind that if the right ratable came along and was for
the good and welfare of the city, that I would be able

to support it. So I feel before a editorial is written '

like it was in the CITIZEN laat week, all of the facts
of the meeting should be checked out firat.

Sincerely,

Peter J. Rush, Mayor

EDITOR’S NOTE:

Mr. Mayor, if this newspaper or any other news-
paper were ever to loge its right to critize, or question
we all will be in serious trouble.

Whether or not you agree with a newpaper’s editorial
views, you have to defend its right to publish criticism...
that is, if you value your own rights.

A free press is a guarantee of all the other basic
freedoms. It is one of the strongest weapons a free
people have with which to protect their rights against
totalitarianism. Witness the fact that the press is among
the first things tyrannical governments must control
if they.are to remain in power,

The CITIZEN respects and defends your right to
reply to our editorial but we do feek that you made an
irresponsible statement when you accused us of being
partial to the Democratic Party.

The CITIZEN has always been objective (especially
during the past 12 years under the present owner-
ship) with its dealings with the political parties and
its candidates. We followed our policy to print verbatim
all releases, letters, etc. from Democratic and Re-
publican candidates alike. Since you entered politics,
Mayor Rush, we printed every release submitted by
you without any deletion or change. The same courtesy
was extended to every Republican candidate during the
past 12 years. We are a ohe paper town -- we assure
you and our public that we intend to adhere to our
fair-play policy in the future as we did in the past.

We are sorry you injected politics in the vital question
of the landfill area by accusing us of being political
in our view points. Not so, Mr, Mayor.

We have tried to present all the view points of all
interested parties. We unsuccessfully tried to obtain a
statement from your fellow Republican, Councilman-
elect James Inman, regarding the steel mill.

Inman saw fit to give his release to the two daily
papers, and promised to give a copy of it to a reporter
of this paper. As of this date, Mr, Inman has not done
so and we still don’t know where he stands regarding
this vital issue.

So you see, Mr. Mayor, we again say you are wrong
in trying to inject politics in this most vital issue.

Even though we may not agree with you occasjonaly--
we'll openly defend your right to say it -- please grant
us the same courtesy.

BOARD RECEIVES LAND OFFER

Board of Education Presi-
dent William Kurtz re-
vealed last night that the
Penn - Cenmral Railroad
plans to sell a 23-acre
~ tract of land on Main St.
and would give the board
first option, of purchase if
they are intdrested.
The boird made no com-
-mitment to meet with rail-
road officials but plan to
meet Sunday afterncon to
inspect the site on Lower
Main St. across from the
former city dumping area,
~---§upt: Eugene Dobrzynski
said it was one of four
sites recommended for a
new high school by a Citi-
zens Committee on Edu-
cation in 1965. At that time,
. it” was inspected by state
officials who favored the
landfill for a new school.
Kurtz said the railroad
had not stated a spetific
price for the land but that

he estimated it would be in
excess of a quarter of a
million dollars.

Member Joseph Keenan
said the board should at
least look at the land since
a letter received from
Spotswood Supt, Stewart W,
Landrum called for a
‘““temporary’’ termination
of regionalization studies
between the two districts.
In his letter Landrum said
the Spotswood board could
not make a commitment on
regionalization with South

Amboy until the State Dept.

of Education terminates the
sending wreceiving relation-
ship Spotswood now has
with South River. The letter
further said that while the
Spotswood board does not
‘““wish to close their minds
comPletely to the regional
idea™ that for the present

Continued on page 2.
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COURT OF HONOR HELD BY TROOP 95

Pictured above from left to right
are: Mayor P. Joseph Rush; Eagle

Scouts Chuck Pawlowskiand Andrew

The annual Courtof Honor
of Troop 95, Sacred Heart
R.C. Church, South Amboy,
was held Saturday, Novem-
ber 8, 1969 at the Sacred
Heart School Cafeteria.
Two Scouts were inducted
into the Rank of Eagle,
Andrew Liyana and Chuck
Pawlowski. Two Scouts
achieved Life Scout, Jack
Pawlowski and Frank
Daley, and three boys re-
ceived Star Scout, Raymond
Daley, Sigmund Batruk and
Ray Thompson.
Committee Chairman
Fran Thompson opened the
Court of Honor and Scout
Master Ronald Creange
acted as Master of Cere-
monies. Honored guests
were Fr. Leon Kasprzyk,
representing Msgr. Walter
Urbanik, sponsor of the
Troop; Mr. Kingsley Fish-
er from the American
Legion; Mayor P. Joseph

Rush; Mr. Ken Davis, Scout
Executive; Mr, Fred Chase,
District Scout Representa-
tive, Scout Masters Bill
Horvath, Bernie Murasky,
Thomas Mroczkowski and
Cub Master Ernie Sherry,

Retiring Scout Master
Tony Nemeth lead the Eagle
Ceremony by reading the
Eagle Scout Charge to the
two scouts...and finally in-
ducting them into the Rank
of Eagle. Mr. Kingsley
Fisher presented the two
Eagles with the American
Legion Citation. Mr. Ken
Davis lead the entire
gathering in an impressive
Eagle Ceremony high-
lighted by the American
Flag and the Eagle Scout
Oath. Mayor Joseph Rush
concluded the ceremony
with a short address.

The entire troop partici-
pated in the CqurtofHonor,
Six boys advanced to First
Class Scout, They are:
Sean Coman, Dean Daley,
Kenneth Kindlick, Raymond
Scupp, Thomas Sherry,
Chester Zadlock. Nine boys
advanced to Second Class
Scout, Ronald Chudkowski,

Continued on page 2.

NOTICE

The offices of Raritan
Printing and the South Am-
hoy CITIZEN will be closed
Thursday, November 27 and
Friday November 28.

l.iyana, Scout Masters Tony Nemeth
and Ronald Creange.
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Steel Mill Ratabie Disappointing

The anticipated revenue of
the proposed mini - steel
mill proved to be a big
disappoiniment to its Bup-
porters at last Thursday's
special meeting. - ( Photoon
page 2.)

- To many of the better-

informed officials at the
meeting, the ultimate fate
of the millbecame apparent
when Commissioner
Thomas O'Brien, of the
planning board, upon ques-
tioning the president of the
corporation, Norman Gel-
ler, brought out the fact
that only an approximate
$78,000 in gross taxes
would be realized by the
city. )

The figures of $8 mil-
lion for the initial stage
and another $4.5 million,
for future development, as
reported to Mayor Rush in
a letter from the company,
lead many people to believe
that the city would benefit
greatly from a most ap-
preciable tax ratable.

Geller explained that only
an estimated $2.3 million
would be invested in the
land and building in the
first stage of construction
and another $1 million in
the second stage. The re-
mainder of the $12.5 mil-
lion would be invested in
machinery and equipment
which would not be taxable.

Council President Fred
Henry pointed out that the
$78,000 was gross and not
net income inasmuch that
streets, sewers and water
lines would have 10 be built
and maintained, thus re-
ducing the revenue to'the
city.

Rush opened the meeting
by explaining that only the
councilmembers, the Board
of Public Works Commis~
sionergs and: representa-
tives of the various city
committees, along with the
press, had been invited to
attend. People from the
Perth Amboy Citizens Ad-
visory Committee and rep-
resentatives of concerned
Morgan groups were turned
away by the police, acting
under the orders of the
mayor,

The mayor ‘conducted a
most orderlyandbusiness-
like meeting by calling upon
the councilmen, commis~

sioners and members of
the press, in that order,
and limiting each round of
question to only one topic
at a time, This enabled all
to be completely satisfied
before moving on to another
subject.

Before the questioning be-
gan, Geller was allowed to
explain the operation of
the steel mill and stated
that there would be about
200 employees who would
work at an average of $5
to $3.50 per hour.

According to Geller, the
plant would preduce about
120,000 tons of light struc-
tural steel per year, in its
first phase, and double that
amount in the second stage
within three years, if con-
ditions warranted it.

- ““This process is entirely

different from steel mills,
as we know them,”” ex-
Plained Geller, adding,

‘the new electric arc
furnaces eliminates much
of the mess and there will
be only 1% air pollution
in the form of steam
coming from an 80 foot
high stack.”

Geller promised to
furnish the state with the
exact amount of this emis-
sion, along with the amount
of thermal pollution caused
by the return of the cooling
water to the bay,

He (Geller) stated that
there would be about 40
diesel trucks, each carry-
ing a 20 ton load of the
finished product.or scrap
steel, making roundtrips
via either John or Augusta
St., up Bordentown Ave. to
Route #35

An alternate route laid out
along South Broadway and
up Gordon St. to Borden-~
town Ave. was also sug-
gested. Geller indicated
that this proposed road to

Continued on page 2..
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Rush Replies to
Editorial Questions

Mayor Joseph P. Rush,

in answering a series of
questions put to him in
editorial form by thisnews-
paper, sajd that it was an
unfair thing to do because
‘““the owner and editor of
the CITIZEN is the mu-
nicipal chairman of the
Democratic Party andany-
thing 1 might say will not
be printed anywhere in that
paper, let alone on the front
page.”

The mayor expressed his
regrets that the Republican
Party did not have a pub-
lHcation of it8 own whereby
he and other Republicans
could be given the oppor-
tunity to fully express their
views.

He claimed that the
CITIZEN’S views and ques=
tions were misguiding and
that his own actions were
for the purpose of ‘‘getting
the HUD program off the
ground.”

The editorial had ques-
tioned his reason for ap-
proving the Planning
Board's Master Plan which
called for light industry,
municipal usage and hous-
ing on the land-fill area,
and withina month‘‘courted
heavy industry by present-
ing the proposal of a mini-
steel mill in this same
area.”

Rush explajned that he
““wanted to keep things
flexible. 1 did not change
my mind. When something
good comes up, this is
what [ am for, At the time
the Master Plan was pre~
sented, 1 didn’t know that
the steel company was go-
ing to apply for this land.”

The mayor continued,
‘* According to Mr. Sheehan
of. Carr’s office, the con-
sultant to the Planning
Board, this action was not
fraudulent. My action was
not arbitrary, It couldhave
been capricious because it
was subject to change.”

Rush, in commenting on
the question of compati-
bility among the communi~
ties of South Amboy and -
Sayreville, and the county
of Middlesex, had this to
say, ‘‘South Amboyans are
proud people and we don’t
need to bow to anyone.”

Councilman William
O’Leary informed the
mayor that he didn’t agree
with his (Rush) remarks
concerning the editor of
this paper and added, “We
are happy to have a re-
sponsible citizen and busi-
ness man, such as Joe
Wojciechowski as aneditor
and head of the Democratic
Party."” ,

When informed of the
Mayor’s charges, Wojcie-
chowski stated,*“we always
gave Mayor Rush’s state-
ments and releases front
page coverage in the past,
and we’ll gladly do again
at all times. It’s the same
courtesy we have extended
to all public officials re-
gardless of party affilia-

tion.”” The mayor’s letter
is in this issue of the
CITIZEN.

In other business, the
council received a request
from the Recreation Com-
mission for lights around
the skating ,pond at the
water works. This request
was referred to the Board
of Public Works. '

The telephone company
informed the council that
they will instailthree morg
telephones in this city, in
accordance with an agree-

Continued on page 2.






