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A principal area of concern to the Commissloners
was that there should be no loss of municipal employees
as a result of a changeover in the form of government.
For the most part, the employees of the city are pro-
tected by Civil Service. Those officers who serve in
an appointed capacity would have to stand a risk of
reappointment by a new government, but they would
stand that risk at the expiration of their present terms
anyway. While the commission considered that one of
the prospects for economy under a changed form of
government with a full time administrator would be
elimination of excessive employment if it is found to
exist, it was determined that this would occur by
attrition rather than by termination. That is, if fewer
jobs are needed in the future, the number of persons
employed would be reduced by not replacing those
‘presently employed who retire, transfer or resign.
The Commission was also mindful that the adminis-
trator should not become an all powerful individual
over-shadowing elected officlials and, in particular, the
council, The Commission feels assured that the control
by Council to provide the duties of the administrator
by ordinance is an adequate check on this danger.

The Commission desired to make as little change
in the present ward structure as possible. Its choice

- of three wards and two councilmen elected at large
is the closest of the plans provided under the Optional
Municipal Charter Law to the present system of four
wards and one councilman at large. The Commission
believed that the recommended plan is, in fact, superlor

- to the 'present one because of the additional weight
given to at-large representation. The Commission further
determined that the change was minimal because of the
present imbalance in the population of the existing
four wards. Federal law would require redistricting
in 1970 because of this imbalance and the present
redistricting into three wards tends to preserve existing
ward line8.

Under the form that is recommended, councilmen
will not have administrative responsibility in the form
of committee chairmanships but will be confined to
legislative and policy considerations. While the Mayor
will not have a vote in the deliberations of council
this Jack is more than counterbalanced by his control
over the administration, The Commission believes that
- any greater power in the Mayor than the plan provides
would be excessive. Under the recommended plan both
the mayor and the councilmen would serve for four
year terms rather than two year terms as at present.
The longer terms are consistent with the dominant pattern
in local government in New Jersey. The Commission
feels that such length of terms is desirable to enable
public officials to learn to know their jobs and for an
administration to achieve some degree of follow through
on programs it has planned or initiated without the need
to run for re-election at the relatively short two year
intervals the present form of government requires,

The expectation of greater efficiency and economy
in government is certainly a strong factor that has
influenced the Commission in recommending a new form
of government. The administrative study by the Office
of Community Services revealed many areas where
records are maintained and office procedures carried
out by hand which could be done more efficiently by
machine. In addition, the Commission members them-
selves are aware of areas in which modern administra-
tion could result in substantial cost savings. There
is no guarantee, of course, that any change in the form
of government would produce such savings. However,
it is worthy of note that the Office of Community Ser-
vices’ study revealed that the cost of municipal govern-
ment rose 33 per cent in South Amboy between the years
1961 and 1966 and that trend has continued. A study

. completed by the New Jersey County and Municipal
. Study Commission would seem to indicate that this is
about average for governments operating under the

- older or traditional forms of government in New Jersey.
A sample of communities that have adopted one of the
modern Optional Charters, however, reveals that while
government costs tended to rise at the six per cent
level in the years preceding the adoption of sucha
changed form of government, the rise in costs was

waTc.moderated after -adoption to an average rate of 4 1/2

per cent. It is believed by this Commission that this
experience is general and would hold true for com-
munities the size of South Amboy, as well as for larger
cities. Projecting from present budget figures, if South
Amboy were to experience this slowed rate of increase
as a result of changing its form of government, the
savings over a relatively few years would be very
substantial. The Commission is aware that these figures
are merely projections but nevertheless feels that they
are significant enough to warrant its conclusion that
a new form of government would be of definite advantage
to the city.
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squad.

Seen above, left to right, are Wal-
ter Renken, Joe Renken, Ann Marie
Cattana, Lyn Meade, Lenny Shantz,

BENEFIT SHOW - A group of Mech-
anicsville youngsters held two show
performances on Monday afternoon.
at the home of Mrs. Theresa Meade,
Raritan St., for the benefit of the
South Amboy First Ald Squad. The
talented 20 realized 338.01 for the,

haney,

Meade,

Janice Zimmerman,
Buickerood, Maryann Meade, Terry
Jean Dohaney, Kathy Cat-
tano, Brian Dohaney, Maureen Do-
haney, Susan Dohaney, Mike Shantz,
Warren Miller and Rich Miller.

Sue Kurtz, Rosalie Kurtz, Patty Do-

Donna

The Robert Circle Band consisted

of the Renken and Miller boys. The
production was directed by Miss
Buickerood. (Other picture page 8).

Spiral to Build
Research Building

City Building. Inspector
James F. Coan informed
the council that the Spiral
Metal Company of South
Broadway has received
permission to build a new
research and process
building on property re-
cently acquired from the
city.

The company, which is
in the business of the re-
covery of precicus metals
has agreed to abide by all
the state, federal and local
construction codes during
the building of the plant
extension and have assured
Coan that there will be no
violation of water or air
pollution codes. .

The Netco Inc¢. company
of Rahway was the lowest
bidder for the furnishings
of the new city hall, their
bid was for $24,015. Five
bids were received and all
will be turned over to the
architect for further study.

The council was asked,
by the County Planning
Board, to endorse the re-
quest of National Lead, Ti-
tanium Division, to dredge
in the river near their

lant. A pier and loading
acilities will be built by
the company.

It was announced that the
Penn Industries of New

“York is continuing its work

on building a sand-loading
operation behind Augusta
St. This operation, whichis
expected to be in use by
July, 1970 will be com-
pletely automated and will
distribute sand and gravel
to customers along the
Eastern Seaboard.

SCHOOL ROSTERS

TO BE POSTED

During the week of Aug-
ust 25-29, Hoffman High
School students should stop
by the high school to check
the homeroom rosters
posted on the John St. ent-
range nearest City Hall,

By doing this, students
will be able to report im-
mediately to their hame-
rooms on the opening day
of school, Wednesday,
September 3,

OPEN HOUSE PLANNED
FOR NEW STUDENTS

The Southi Amboy PTA,
In cooperation with the
school administration is
planning an open house for
new students on Tuesday,-
August 26, from 10 a.m,
to 12 noon and from 1 to
3pm

Kindergarten teachers
will be presentin the class-
rooms to meet children
entering school for the first
time, :
_Mothers who are avail-
able and would like 1o
asaist with refreshments
are asked to contact PTA
President Mrs. Virginia
Stillwagon at 721-6257 af-
ter 3 p.m.

DR. GAIL MILGRIM
ROTARY SPEAKER

Dr, GailGleasonMilgrim,
co-author of a new book
entitled *‘ Teenager and Al-
cohol,” discussed her re-
search at a recent luncheon
meeting of the South Am-
boy Rotary.

A graduate of St. Mary’s
High School, Dr. Milgrim
received a bachelor of Sci-
ence degree fromGeorgian
Court College and a mas-
ter's degree from Rutgers
University. She wasaward-

ed a doctorate degree in’

Educational Administra-
tion and Supervision this
year from the Rutgers
University Graduate School
of Education.

Her book is being pub-
lished by Richard Rosen
Press and will be used in
the New York School
system.

Dr. Milgram is the daugh-~
ter of Former South Am-
boy Police Chief and Mrs.
John Gleason of Bertram
Ave, Her father is a Ro~-
tary member.
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H

Meyner Picks Adams

For Campaign Head

H. Mat Adams of Edison,
a nationally recognized
conservationist and a lead-
er in a broad vartety of
public activities in New
Jersey, has been named
by Robert B. Meyner as
manager of Meyner's Mid-

~dlesex County campaign.

“I consider it a privilege
to annouce Mat Adams’ ac-
ceptance of the demanding
job of campaign manager
in the keycounty of Middle-

sex,”’ said the Democratic

_ candidate. “1 had the op-

portunity to work with Mr.
Adams in government when
he served so capably as
Commissioner of Conser-
vation and Economic De-
velopment. All who are fa-
miliar with conservation
and the need for orderly
development of our natural

-resources have long ad-

mired Mr. Adams’ tireless
work as the New Jersey
alternate member of the
Delaware River Basin
Commission, In addition to
meeting the important re-
sponsibilities of his private
business, Mat Adams has
given his ‘time and his en-
ergies in a host of other

governmental, civic and
charitiable activities in
Middlesex County and

throughout the state. Many
times over he bas earned
thé respect of all who are
interested in good govern-
ment - Republicans and
independents as well as
Democrats.”

The Middlesex campaign
manager responded: ‘I
look forward to working
for a solid victory for Go-
vernor Meyner in Middle-
sex County and inthe State.
Nothing less is required if
New Jersey is to continue
to move forward and to
meet its responsibilities
with the utmost regard for
the taxpayers’ dollar. Bob

- Meyner has never hesitated

to meet the real needs of
New Jersey. It wag his vi-
sion that created theGreen
Acres program. It was his
foresight that was a key
factor in the formation of
the Delaware River Basin
Commission which can
mean so much to theentire
northeastern section of the
country,”’ ’

Clark Replies
To Crificism

In a statement tothe CITI-

ZEN, Councilman Al Clark
has taken exception to a
news item, printed in a
daily newspaper, that cri-
ticized his absence from
the Board of Adjustment
hearing last week on the
proposed apartments for
Portia St.

Clark’s statement fol-
lows: ‘‘In answer toa quote
in a locally-circulated
daily newspaper last week,
by an, unidentified source
‘That Al Clark does not
care,” and also that I was
conspicious by my absence
at a hearing of a variance
for apartments on Portia
St., let me set the record
straight.

‘““This application for a
variance was brought to my
attention about six weeks
ago. At that time I assured
the people opposedtoit that
I too was opposed toapart-
ments at this particular lo-
cation, I am not opposed
to garden apartments, I
just felt that this was a
sub-standard size location
for a garden apartment, It
would have been sort of
wedged into a beautiful and
well kept block.

‘At our public council
meeting in July I joined
the Mayor and voiced my
objections to granting the
variance to this ‘out-of-
town’ developer. His re-
quest for a variance was
actually nine different re-
quests for variances, each
of his requests were in vio-
lation of the zoningordi-
nance. I spoke totwomem-
bers of the Board of Ad-
justment, I gave them my
reasons for opposing the
variance, and asked themto
pass my objections along
to the other board members
at their caucus before the
August meeting. My ob-
Jections were factual ob-
Jections and not emotional
objections. My job was
done. I made my position
on the apartments clear,

Continued on page 2

Signatures Sought
For Ballot Question

A bi-partisan committee
of petitioners are working
throughout the city to ga-
ther signatures to have
the following question put
on the November 4 ballot:

‘*Shall the Mayor and
Council Plan “F’" of the
Optional Municipal Char-
ter Law providing for an
elected mayor and five
councilmen to be elected,
three by wards and twoat
large, at a subsequent
general
adopted by the City of
South Amboy?"’

‘The committee ‘chair-
man, Mayor P, Jaseph
Rush and Councilman-at-
Large Frederick Henry
stress that signing of
these petitions is not an
endorsement for or
against the questibn. It
is merely anendorsement
to have the question
appear on the ballot.

Other commiliee mem-
bers are: Mrs. Virginia
Stillwagon, Irvin House,
1 Ted Lewandoski, Mrs.
Rita Quinton, Mrs. Jane
Medeiros, Mrs. Ann Bow-
man, Mrs. Doris Scarfi,
Mrs. Peg Rigeri, Ralph
Ellams, Richard Servis
and Ken Szaro, .

The petitions must be
signed and completed by
September 3, after which
they will be. sent to the
Board of Elections.

-

_election, . be | .







