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Thursday, August 14, 1969

Price 5¢ {Out of Town 7¢ )

CHARTER STUDY REPORT South Amboy"0

CONTINUED FROM LAST WEEK......

SMALL MUNICIPALITY PLAN

The Commission also considered the Small Munici-
pality Plan under the Optional Municipal Charter Law.
This plan provides for anelected mayor who {8 a member
of the council and an elected council. The mayor
generally exercises the appointing authority with the
advice and consent of the council.
determined that this plan

municipality that

by wards does not exist under this form.

3. The form does not provide for an individual who
would have general day to day. supervision of the

affairs of the city as a full time employee.
MAYOR-COUNCIL PLAN “F”

The plan that the Commission felt best meets the
needs of the City of South Amboy is Mayor-Council
Plan “*F"’. Mayor-Council Plan ““F”’ may be described
as follows: :

The mayor is elected to serve for a four year term.
He is the chief executive in the municipality, he enforces
the charter and ordinances, all general law, and he
renders an annual report to the council. This is a
State of the City meseage much like the President de-
livers a State of the Nation message and the Governor
delivers a State of the State message. This means that
he is responsible for developing an administrative
program for the future development of the city. The
mayor also supervises all departments. While the
council adopts ordinances, the mayor has the veto power
which may nevertheless be overridden by a two-thirds
vote., The mayor is permitted to attend all meetings
of the council and may take part in the deliberations

 of the council, however, he does not vote except in the

case of a tle on the question of filling a vacancy on
the council.

The plan calls for an administrative code ordinance
to describe the various departments which shall not
exceed nine in number, but onez of which must be a
Department of Administration headed by anadministrator.
The mayor appoints the administrator and all other
department heads with the advice and consent of the
council, They serve at his pleasure and may be removed
at his pleasure, except that council may within twenty

days override the removal by a two-thirds vote.

The power of the administrator under the charter
includes assisting the mayor in preparing the budget

' and under the direction and supervision of the mayor

administering a centralized purchasing system and
assuming responsibility for the development and ad-
ministration of a personnel system. Except for these
prescribed duties under the charter which are never-
theless subject to direction and supervision by the mayor,
the powers of the business administrator are as defined
in the administrative code d¥dinance that is adopted
by the council, Thus, he may have further supervisory
capacity over the other department directors or not,
as council sees fit.

Under this plan, the council is elected and has the

complete legislative power of the municipality. This

means that the legislative powers of the board of health
and of the board of public works are now exercised
by the council. The council also has the power to approve
the budget which has been prepared by the mayor. The
council may conduct investigations, require officers to
appear before it and remove any officer other than the

“mayor for cause, upon written notice and opportunity

to be heard.

Under this plan the clerk, if he has not achieved
tenure, is appointed by the council. The clerk has
duties, however, which require him to serve the ad-

oo Ioiniatration-as well ag the counedd, - - - . .
The budget is prepared by the mayor. Council may

reduce any item or items in the mayor's budget by a
vote of a majority of the council, but an increase re-
quires a two-thirds vote of council, ¥

This plan provides that the council shall provide by
ordinance for the exercise of a control function in the
management of the finances of the municipality by some
officer other than the business administrator.

The plan recommended by the Commission calls for
a council consisting of five members. Three members:
would run in each of three wards and twe would be

Continued on page 2

The Commission
is really a modification of
a very old form of government in New Jersey, the
borough form. It was determined that it was not suitable

. for the City of South Amboy for a number of reasons:
I. South Amboy is near the upper limits in size of
may adopt this plan. This plan is
{ntended for a. relatively small municipality having few
personnel and relatively small scale operations, Thus,
it was believed that the City of South Amboy, while
small, is too big to operate effectively under this form.
2, « The option of having some councilmen elected
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BLIMEY! - Seen above as they are
officially greeted to South Amboy and
given the representative keys of the
city are British visitors Brian
Wetheridge and Maureen Gant, who
participated on Monday ina swimming

Maureen Gant and Brian
Wetheridge, guest divers
from Great Britain, were
among those who .competed
in a closed exhibition at
the Frog Hollow Swim and
Tennis Club on Monday af-
ternoon. The local clubwas
co-sponsor with the New

NAMED TO BOARD

Irvin L. House wasnamed
by Woodrow McCarthy,
president of the Board of
" Public Works, to fill a va-
cancy on the Board of Ad-
justment in a termthatwill
end December 31, 1970, Mr.

House replaces William
McKeon whose term ex-

pired December 31, 1968, ...

The appointment was made
at the board’s meeting on
Tuesday evening.
Currently a member of the
Shade Tree Commission,
Mr. House was a council-
man in the 4th Wardin 1957
and is also a former mem-
ber of the South Amboy Free
Public Library Board.Em-
ployed by the Middlesex
County Parks Dept., he is
the foreman at Merrill
Park, Colonia.

In 1965, Mr. House was
chairman of the Citizens
Advisory Committee ap-

pointed by the Board of ~

Education to study public
school facilities. Active for
many years in Boy Scouting,
he is a committee member
of Emplorer Post 132 of
Middlesex County.”

- He is amember of the New

Jersey Arborists Assn,,
Continued on page 2
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Jersey A, A.U. Diving Com-
mittee of the one-meter
diving meet for boys and
girls 13 to 14 and 15 to 17,

In extending wishes from .

the city of South Amboy,
Mayor P, Joseph Rush pre-
sented the two guests with
symbolic keys to the city
and told them, ‘‘South
Amboy opens its heart to
you.”” Councilman Al Sor-
rentino, president of the
Board of Directors of Frog
Hollow, presented Maureen
and Brian with plaques

exhibition at the Frog Hollow Swim

to right
Collr_een Hector, Councilman Al Sor-
rentino, Brian, Maureen, Mayor P,
Joseph Rush and Steve Lusky.

British Visitors

in the picture are

from all the club members

for their fine diving. Sor-
rentino told
plaques represented the
friendship and understand-
ing that exists between
Great Britain and the
United States.

Also diving were Steve
Lusky of the Metuchen~
Edison ““Y" and Colleen
Hector of the Somerset
valley “Y” the two New
Jersey divers who won the
diving exchange meet held

Continued on page 8

The Board of Public
Works, at last Tuesday's
meeting, discussed what
effect, if any, the new sand-
loading operation would
have on services rendered
by the board.

President Woodrow
McCarthy queried Super-
intendent Charles Thomp-«
son as to the exact nature
of the sand-loading opera-
tion now taking place inthe
railroad yards behind lower
Augusta St.

The William J, McCor-
mack Sand Division, Penn
Industries, has applied to
the Departmentof the Army
for permission to construct

* a solid-fill pler anddredge

in the Raritan Bay, next to
the coal docks.

” The superintendent

BOARD DISCUSSES SAND LOADING

Thompson reported that

very little water will be re-
quired for the operation,
and this mostly for sani-
tation purposes. He did add
that there is always the
possibility that some water
may be used for sprinkling
purposes if a dust condition
arises.
’ told
the board thatabout 90 car-
loads of sand will be handled
everynightandthat this will
continue for anywhere from
six months to one ygar.

According to Thompson
Penn Industries has prom-

" 1sed city officials that they

will do everything in their
power to cooperate with the
city and promise not to be-

Continued on page 2

them the

EAGLE sCOUT - Michael Szraga is seen above with
his parents, Mr. and Mrs, Michdel $zraga and Scout-
master Thomas Cottrell after receiving his Eagle
Badge at ceremonies held at Camp Dill during the
week that Troop 91 spent there.

(Story on page 2)

ADJUSTMENT BOARD
TURNS DOWN ARSAN

A request by the Arsan
Corp. of Woodbridge, who
had sought nine varlances
to build an 18-unit apart-
ment complex on Portia
$t., was unanimously voted
down by the Board of Ad-
justment last night in a
lengthy meeting that over-
flowed with protesting re-
sidents.

Arsan had originally
sought a publichearing last
month but at the last mo-
ment asked for a postpone-
ment,“thus enraging Portia
St. residents who had hired
a court stenographer and
lawyer,

Arsan had asked to use
17 units as living quarters
and the remaining one as a
laundry room; city ordi-
nance allows 12 units per
acre which means Arsan
legally could have built five
units on their ot which is
less than a half acre,

Where 27 off street park-
ing sites were required,
Arsan could have provided
only 18.°On the westerly
border the parking lot
would have been right on
the adjacent line whereas
the ordinance requires 10
feet away from the border.
Also, one parking area
would have extended into
the front yard, which is
not permitted.

The applicant requested
permission to build a two
‘and a half story bullding
while the code allows only
two storles on garden
apartment units, Also re-
quested were ‘‘sub-base-
ment’’ apartments which
are not allowed.

The minimum recreation
area called for with this
variance would have re-
quired 17,000 sq. ft.,
whereas the builder could
only provide 3,500 sq. ft.
and some of this space
would have been incorpo-
rated into garbage disposal
facilities.

The building itself would
.have, on the easterly bor-
der, been 10 feet off the
line while 25 feet are re-
quired.

The final request asked
allowance for five 2-bed-
room apartments in the
unit. The ordinance per-
mits 20% of total units to
be two-bedroom  apart-
ments, which for Arsan
would have been 3.4 apart-
ments,

Voicing opposition to the
apartments were Mayor P,
Joseph Rush, Richard Ser-
vice who represented ‘Frog
Hollow Swim and Tennis
Club and Attorney Karl Me-
yerton who represented the
Portia St. homeowners.

. In another varjance re- .

quest, the application of
Eterna [.ife, Inc. to con-
vert the former South Mills
building on First and Stock-
ton Sts. into a warehouse,
office and shipping” center
was continued to the
board’s next meeting on
September 10,

The postponement will al-
low the applicant to get
written permission from
the building’s owner, Hy-
man Karabow of Los An-
geles, and thereby com-
plete their application,
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