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CHARTER STUDY REPORT

CONTINUED FROM LAST WEEK......
REPORT OF THE CHARTER STUDY COMMISSION

PART I

PRESENT GOYERNMENT OF THE
CITY OF SOUTH AMBOY

South Amboy was incorporated as a township in
1798 and at that tume contained a much larger area
than it does today. From 1888 to 1908 South Amboy was
a borough and became a city on April 11, 1908, At
that time it came under the City’s Act of 1897 which
is now referred to as the Wildwood Act, The city has
been governed by this act ever since. At present the
city has a land area of about one square mile and a
population of approximately 10,000, This population
is relatively stable and it is expected that it will grow
moderately in the future,

The present government can be described as follows:

There is an elected mayor who is elected to serve
for a two year term at the General Election in November.
The Mayor has the power to appoint the members
of the Board of Public Works, the Library Board and
the Board of Education. In addition, he appoints the
citizen members of the Planning Board. He does not,
however, have any power of appointment over the general
administrative offices that are governed by the City
Council. Nor does he appoint the members of the Board
of Adjustment. They are appointed by the Bog@xd of Public
Works, itself an appointed body. On the“other hand,
the Police Department comes under his jurisdiction
and he has practically exclusive power over it. The
. Mayor does not participate in the legislative power

of the city and has no voice in deliberations and no

vote on the Council except in the case of a tle. His
,ggsltion is, therefore, somewhat ambiguous in that he

8 considerable authority ih some areas but virtually
none in the two important areas of general administra-
tion and policy making.

The Council consists of five Councilmen, four of whom
are elected by wards. The population of the four wards
has become unbalanced in recent years to the point
where Wards 2.and 3 combined are presently about

. equal to Wards 1 and 4 individually. While the city
has been fortunate in having good men elected from
the wards to serve on the Council, it is nevertheless
true where there are four wards and only one Council-
man elected at large, that they tendto consider questions
of interest to their individual wards fo a greater extent
than the overall problems facing the city.

The Council, at present, appoints the Treasurer, the
Assessor, and such other officers as are required for

the general administration of the city government.

The Council also exercises administrative responsi-
bilitles over these activities with the advice of com-
mittee chairmen who are members of the Council.
However, the Council has no jurisdiction over matters
- pertaining to the Board of Public Works or the Board
of Health. Thus, while individual Councilmen have ad-
ministrative responsibilities through committee assign-
ments, neither individual Councilmen nor the Council
as a whole has authority over all of the city adminis-
tration, nor does any other entity within the city.
Rather, the general administration is divided into four
autonomous groupings consisting of the Police Depart-
ment under the Mayor, the public works function under
a Board of Public Works, the health function under a
Board of Health, and the rest under the City Council.

The Board of Public Works, as Indicated earlier,

is an autonomous body having exclusive control over all

* utilitles in the city. Ilts s{x members have ordinance
power as well as full administrative power to hire and
fire and set the terms and conditions of employment
of the employees of the city’s utilities. Members are
appointed by the Mayor for three year terms ona
staggered basis. Since the Mayor is elected to serve
for two years, a Mayor who serves for ogly one term
of office would not gain political control of the board
through the appointing power. Here again, the cit} has
been fortunate in attracting fine outstanding men to
volunteer their services on the Board of Public Works.
The very structure of the board, however, makes it
impossible to exercide unified power over the city
administration.

A further anomaly exists in the power of the Board
of Public Works to exercise final approving authority
for zoning variances. While such power is provided
by general law for cities having an independent board
of public works, such provision was undoubtedly meant
for a board of public works that ie elected as is the
case in some other cities. As it applies to South Amboy,
it confers this important final decision making power
on non-elected officials, thereby defeating the very
purpose of .a final appeal from decisions made by
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KEEPING COOIL. - A group of local
teen-agers manage to keep cool while
they scrub down the South Amboy First
Aid Safety Squad’s big ambulance. Qur

photographer’s comment was that the
kids' action in this good deed dispels
the old saw about allteen-~agers being
problem kidsl!

We heartily agree!

Snorkle Fire Truck Approved;
Enterprise Co. to Make Repairs

Ordinance No. 831,.which
provides for the issuance
of $66,500, in bonds for
the purchase of a new fire
truck, was passed on sec-
ond and final reading by the
council at its Tuesday night
meeting.

The estimated maximum
cost of the new equipment
will be in the neighborhood
of $70,000, the extra $3,500
coming from capital im-
provement funds.

Mayor P, Joseph Rush,
when the ordinance was
passed, congratulated the
council on its action.and
informed the contingent of

‘fifty firemen present, I

am happy that this ordi-
nance passed. It is good
for the city.”

A letter to the council,
from the Enterprise Com-
pany, informed the council
that a few necessary modi-
fications to the fire house
will be paid for by that
company. The front door
will have to be raised and
cabinets, in the rear of the
building, will have to be
moved in order to fit the
snorkle in the building.

The fire truck issue has
been with the council for
some time. In the latter
part of 1968, the fire de-
partment renewed its
request for a piece of e-
quipment to replace an
obsolete and worn out hook
and ladder truck.

At that time, Mayor

. Schultz promised to look

into the financial situation
and give a definite answer
within a short time.
Councilmen Frank Zebro
and William O'Leary both
promised the firemen that

NEW REGISTRAR NAMED

The Bo:rd of Health has
awnounced that Mrs, Rita
Muller, 12 Barkalow St.,
assumed the duties of Reg~
istrar of Vital Statistics for
the City of South Amboy on
August 1.

Until completion of the new
City Hall, Mrs. Muller will
be available during the fol-
lowing hours: 1 to 3 p.m.
Monday through Fridayand
7 to 8 p.m, on Tuesdays and
Thursdays. Her telephone
is 721-6654.

they would keep pushing for
a new truck and O’Leary
added that he would intro-
duce legislation to that
effect before the end of the
year,

President of the Council
Fred Henry told the fire-
men that a detailed study
of the city’s finances would
have to be made, saying,
‘““We cannot be guilty of
irresponsible financing.”
a detailed account of the
pressing and urgent needs
of the city which included
a new city hall, new school
and the mandatory tie-in
with the Middlesex County
Sewerage Authority all of
which added up to an es-
timated $3 million.

At subsequent meetings,
the public expressed con-
cern over the school situ-
ation and bowing to this
pressure, the firementem-
porarily withdrewtheir re-
quest.

When the city failed toact
on the new school this year,
the firemen renewed their

Continued on Page 2

MAIN STREET
HOME ENTERED

Two metal boxes contain-
ing personal papers and
effects were reported
stolen from the Delaney
residence, 415 Main St.,
Tuesday afternoon between
12 and 7 p.m. Sgt. Leroy
Kurtz is continuing the in-
vestigation and search for
two-young men seen leaving

- the house,

The initial investigation
was conducted by Sgt.
Charles Travinsky and Pa-
trolman John McCabe, who
reported that entry was
made through a cellardoor
and then through another
door leading into the
house’s living quarters,

When you think of
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Council Supdorts
Safety Squad
Against New Bill

The council and mayor,
at last Tuesday’s meeting,
pledged their support to the
South Amboy First Aid and
Safety Squad in its fight
against the enactmenta bill
known as ‘‘The Highway
Safety Act”’.

Legislative Bill A-903,
according to the squad,
would have ‘‘far reaching
effects on volunteer ambu-
lance service within the
State.”” The SAFAS contend
the bill was introduced in
bad faith. They claim that
State officials had pro-
mised an ad hoc committee
of the New Jersey State
First Aid Councilan oppor-
tunity . to screen the bill
before it was presented to
the legislature.

The squad also informed
the city fathers that, ‘‘this
bill completely ignores the
existence of the NJSFAC
and the prompt and effi-
clent emergency medical
service its members have
been giving onthe highways
for the past 40 years.”

The letter to the council
continues, ‘‘This bill per-
mits, but does not make
mandatory, the establish-
ment of an Advisory Coun-
cil on this important sub-
ject.

4, For this Advisory
Council the bill specifically
mentions representatives
of various organizations
but does nok provide for
representation from the
organizations and indivi-
duals who are giving and
will continue to give emer-
highway medical
service, namely;

(a.) Physicians; (b,) First
Aid and Rescue Squads;
(c.) Hospital personnel.

5. This bill requireseach
political subdivision to es-
tablish a local highway
safety program. This could
mean the establishment of
617 separate programs
(596 municipalities and 21
counties) with all the unne-
cessary: , overlapping ex-
pense and inevitable confu-
sion,

6. It sets up another State -

Governmental D&partment

Continued on Page 2

ACTION DELAYED
ON MODULAR UNITS

In answer to a letter from
the Board of Education, re-
questing a meeting of the
Board of Estimate for the
purpose of renting modular
units for school space,
Mayor Joseph P. Rush had
this to say in a prepared
statement to the councll,
‘““When | received the letter
from Mr. Kurtz (president
of the school board), I called
Council President Henryon
July 29 to informhim of the
request for a meetingof the
Board of School .Estimate
and find out what informa-
tion he received from our
city solicitor, John Mullane,
and City Auditor, Jasper
Johnson in regards to the
renting of modular units, {f
they had to go out on bid or
not. Theyboth stated that as
far as they knew it would
have to go out onbids.

The mayor continued,
‘“That day I called Super-
intendent of Schools, Mr,
E. S. Dobrzynski, and in-
formed him of same, andhe
told me that I should call
Mr. Kurtz and inform him
and he also told me to ask
Mr. Kurtz to obtain per-
mission in writing from
the state for the use of
modular units. I called Mr.
Kurtz and told him to ob-
tain permission from the
state in writing and then
have a meeting with the
Board of Education to ad-
vertise for bids and when
bids were recelved andre-
solved by the Board of
Education, to let me know
and 1 would call a meeting
of the Board of Estimate. I
am waiting for the above
steps to be taken.”’

The council, upon request
of the mayor, agreed to
withhold action until the
stipulations of the mayor’s
letter were met by the
Board of Education.

Continued on page 2

City Approves
Sand Dredging

South Amboy will againbe
the scene of a sand-loading
operation as In years of
yore. The William J. Mc-
Cormack Sand Division,
Penn Industries, Inc. of
136 E. 57th St., New York
City, has applied to the De-
partment of the Army, En-
gineering Corp., for per-
mission to constructa solid
fill pier and dredge in the
Raritan Bay.

The company proposes to
construct a pier that will
extend 160 feet off shore
of the U. S. Bulkhead line,
the top of the pigr to be
seven feet above meanhigh
water. The applicant also
proposes to dredge an ir-
regular shaped area to 14
feet below mean low water,
The dredged material, ap-
proximately 123,000 cubic
yards, is to be dispgsed of
in a Government dumping
are and on the adjacentup-
land.

The determination as to
whether a permit will be
issued will be based on an
evaluation of all relevant
factors including the effect
of the proposed work on
navigation, fish and wild-
life, conservation, pollu-
tion, and the gen%al public .
interest. Comménfs+ on
these factors will be ac-~
cepted and made partofthe
record and will be con-
sidered in determining
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