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CHARTER STUDY REPORT
PRESENTED BY CITIZEN

Beginning with this issue of the CITIZEN a report
on the Charter Study for the City of South Amboy
will be presented as a public service.

An elightened public has always proven to be a
progressive public and it is to this end that we of the
CITIZEN have taken it upon ourselves the fulfillment
of the request of the city council, as expressed by
Councilman Sorrentino, "Let the people of South Amboy
be fully informed of the findings and recommendations
of the Charter Study Commission."

*At last week's meeting of the council the commission
submitted its report which endorsed a strong Mayor and
Council plan as provided for under plan " F of the
Optional Municipal Charter Law.

In a motion made by Councilman Zebro and seconded
by Councilman Clark, the council voted to accept the
recommendations and conclusions of the study group.

To prepare for the first step in the required pro-
cedures necessary to put the question to the electorate
of the city, Councilman O'Leary made an amendment
to the above motion authorizing Mayor Rush and Council-
man-at-Large Henry to select a non-partisan committee
to prepare and circulate the mandatory petitions.

These petitions, which will be circulated soon, do
not imply that you are for or against the proposed
charter change. The petition merely authorizes the
placing of the question on the ballot in the November
General Election.

We feel that such an important piece of business
should be decided by ALL the people of South Amboy,
and not by any one small opinionated group. Only by
placing the question before the people, in ballot form,
will- it be possible for the will of the people to be
manifested.

In support of the above statement, we quote Mayor
Rush, 1 will never reject anything that may go on a
ballot. This is the democratic way of doing things.
Let the people decide by ballot."

We suggest that you save this series of articles on
the Charter Study so that "a well-informed public
will be able to decide, in November, whether or not
South Amboy is in need of a change in its governmental
Ftructure."

THE PUBLIC QUESTION

The South Amboy Charter Study Commission recom-
mends pursuant to authority contained in the' ordinance
appointing the Commission that a petition be circulated
and filed to place a question on the ballot at the General
Election on November 4, 1969, as follows:

Shall the Mayor and Council Plan " F " of the Optional
Municipal Charter Law providing for an elected mayor
and five councilmen to be elected, three by wards and
two at large, at a subsequent general election, ,be
adopted by the City of South Amboy?

INTERPRETIVE STATEMENT

A vote " yes" is a vote to change the form of govern-
ment of South Amboy. A mayor and five councilmen
would be elected, three councilmen by wards and two
at large on a partisan party ballot at November, elections.
A vote "no" is a vote to retain the present form of
government in South Amboy.

SCHEDULE TIMETABLE

July 15, 1969: Circulation of a petition to place the
question of a new form of government on the ballot.
September 1, 1969: Filing of the petition to place the
question of a new form of government on the ballot.
November 4, 1969: Referendum vote on the recom-
mended plan.
April, 1970; Political party primary election of candi-
dates for the new offices of mayor and councilmen.
November 5,1970: E lection of new mayor and councilmen.
Janulary 1, 1971: Effective date of new form of govern-
ment.

SUMMARY OF REPORT
t

THE COMMISSION FINDS:
1. The present form of city government was pro-

vidqd by the Legislature in 1897 and adopted by the
City of South Amboy in 1908.

Continued on page 2.
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LIBRARY STORY HOUR FOR PRE - SCHOOLERS

The South Amboy Free Public Li-
brary conducted a 5 week story
hour on Wednesday mornings for
pre-school children in the children's
section of the library on Stevens
Avenue.
Approximately 22 children attended

each session with a total of 29
members registered. Three stories
were told at each hour with games

and a parade to alternate [he story-
telling.
At a closing day party, the children

enjoyed ice cream and cookies, and
a cartoon film was shown. Mrs.
Katherine Margaretta, seen above
with the children, who is a member
of the library staff, was in charge
of the story hour.

LOAN ASSOCIATION
ELECTS OFFICERS

Major Gleason in Space Program

J. ARTHUR APPLEGATE

J. Arthur Applegate was
elected president of the
Investors and O w n e r s
Building and Loan Associ-
ation for the fiscal year
beginning July 1, 1969 and
ending June 30, 1970. This
is Mr. Applegate's 50th
consecutive year as head of
the association.
Other officers are Michael

F. Nagle, vice-president;
Robert J. McGowan, sec-
retary;' Lois N. Morries,
t r e a s u r e r ; Rosemary
Downs, assistant t r e a s -
urer; and George G.Kress,
attorney.
The association is located

in the South Amboy Trust
Company Building, Broad-
way and Augusta St.

Major John T. Gleason
Jr., U.S.A.F., son of re-
tired Police Chief and Mrs.
John T. Gleason Sr., 7
Bertram Ave., South Am-
boy, has been selected by
the Air Force to enter the
Space Program. He will
leave this week to study at
the Aerospace Research
School at E d w a r d s Air
Force Base in California.
The program trains test

pilots to conduct flight tests
of research, experimental
or production. It also trains
Aerospace research pilots
for flight tests, engineer-
ing design and management
in advanced aircraft and
manned s p a c e research
programs. Graduates are
assigned to military space
programs.

Much of Major Gleason's
Air Force career has been
spent in research and de-
velopment. At the Air
Proving Ground Center at
Elgin Air Force Base,
Florida, he was an opera-
tions research analyst. He
worked in the same capa-
city during two tours in

South Vietnam flying 60
data - gathering combat
missions.
He has been recently sta-

tioned at the Pentagon in
Washington, D.C. as an Op-
erations Research Analyst.
He has been a member of
the Strategic Air Command
since 1958.

Major Gleason, who has
12 years Air Force ser-
vice, received his com-
mission and Bachelor of
Science degree in Engine-
ering in 1957 upon grad-
uation from the United
States Military Academy.
Since entering the Air

Force, he has earned his
Master's degree at the Uni-
versity of C o n n e c t i c u t ,
Major Gleason is a 1953
graduate of Saint Mary's
High School.

His wife, Irene, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. John Wal-
lace of Keyport, and his
children, Maureen, John
Kevin and Diane, will re-
side at Edwards Air Force
Base in California.
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JCP&L SEEKS
RATE INCREASE

Ralph F. Uovier,presiden't
of Jersey Central Power &
Light Company and New
Jersey Power & Light
Company, has announced
that on or about July 31
the utilities will file with
the State Board of Public
Utility Commissioners a
petition for a r e v i s e d
schedule of rates for elec-
tric service.

The revised schedule, Mr.
Bovier said, in effect rep-
resents a request for ap-
proval to increase rates for
electric service to all res -
idential, general service
and street lighting custom-
ers. For JCP&L custom-
ers, the increase would
amount to about 13 percent,
and for NJP&L customers
it would amount to about
16 percent. Present NJP&L
rates are generally lower
than those of its sister
Company. The proposed
revised schedule, he said,
would establish equal rat^s
for the same service- in
the two Companies.

Explaining the need for the
increased revenues that the
new rates would provide,
the utility president pointed
to inflationary pressures
that his Companies and the
entire industry are facing
from all directions. He
noted that long-term loan
interest rates have climbed
from the 3% level in the
mid-1940f6 to about 8% at
present. Increased costs
also are being felt in al-
most "everything we must
buy or build in order to
continue to p r o v i d e <fcr
customers with an adequate
and dependable supply of
electric power."
Mr. Bovier said that this

is the first time in its
history that Jersey Cen-
tral Power & Light Com-
pany has sought an increase
in its rates ta electric
customers. It has been 17
years since New Jersey
Power & Light Company
last requested a rate hike.
"In fact," he said, "the
average price paid by our
customers for electricity
has actually gone down over
the years. While it is true
that most electric bills are
higher today than they were
a few years ago, it is
because of increasedusage
by customers and not be-
cause of any increase in
rates."
The u t i l i t y president

added: "Even with the pro-
posed increase, we believe
that electricity will con-
tinue to be one of the best
buys in the consumer's
budget." . • ! -
Mr. Bovier said that over

the years the Companies
have been able to hold the
line against a rate increase
by extensive application of
new and advanced tech-
nology. It was this tech-
nology, he said, which had
enabled the Companies to
keep increases in t h e i r
costs of providing electri-
city within limits that the
Companies could absorb.

•"This is no longer the
case," he 6aid. "Inflation-
ary pressures have out-
stripped technological ad-
vance and we have reached
a point today where we must
realize greater revenues
if we are to continue to
successfully stay ahead of
the rapidly rising demand
for electric power."
Under the proposed re-

vised rate schedule, Mr.
Bovier said the cOBt of
electricity for' JCP&L*s

Continued on p*g» 2.
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2. Government power under the present form is
divided between an elected City Council and appointed
boards, such as the Board of Public Works and the
Board of Health, thus fragmenting the powers of govern-
ment.

3. Executive power is unevenly distributed between
the Mayor and various other bodies.

4. The Mayor has neither full executive power nor
the power to vote on legislative matters.

5. The present form does not permit the exercise
of overall supervision of the activities of the govern-
ment by a single line of authority from either elected or
appointfd officials.

THE COMMISSION RECOMMENDS
MAYOR/COUNCIL PLAN " F"

The plan recommended by the Commission would
provide the following form of government for South
Amboy:

1. A mayor would be elected to serve for a four
year term with full administrative authority and re-
sponsibility,' and would appoint a business administrator
and other department heads with the advice and consent
of an elected council.

2. A council would be elected consisting of five
members, three elected, one in each of three wards,
and two elected at large at general elections to serve
for four year terms on a staggered basis.

3. The council would have full legislative authority,
including authority over matters that are now governed
by the Board of Public Works and the Board of Health.

4. A business administrator appointed by the mayor
with the advice and consent of the council would have only
such authority -to manage the business of the city for
the mayor as would be granted by ordinance by the
council,

ADVANTAGES OF THE PLAN

1. A council of five members, three elected by
wards and two at large, rather than four by wards and
one at large as at present, will strengthen the council's
interest in the city's needs as a whole rather than
each individual section.

2. The councilmen will be relieved of administrative
responsibilities and will be able to devote themselves
to the overall legislative policies of the city.

3. Appeals from zoning variances will be decided
by councilmen who are elected officials rather than
appointed members of the Board of Public Works as
at present.

4. The administration of all departments, including
the Board of Public Works and the Board of Health,
will be centralized under the office of the mayor, with
consequent greater responsibilities to the electorate
of the affairs of these departments.

5. The mayor will be enabled to formulate and
carry out long range plans to improve the city administra-
tion.

6. A business administrator will provide full time,
day to day supervision of the various activities of the
city government.

7. The new structure will permit the city to study
many methods and procedures for efficient operation,
savings on purchases, take greater advantage of federal
funding programs, and achieve better personnel manage-
m e n t * TO BE CONTINUED

RATE INCREASE

average residential cus-
tomer would increase a
little over 5 cents a day,
or about $1.50 per month.
For the average NJP&L
residential customer, the
revision would result in an
increase of a little over
7 cents per day, or about
$2.00 per month. The
president added that of the
total revenue to be realized
from the rate increase, the

Continued from page 1.

Federal Government will
take approximately 47 per-
cent in the form of in-
creased f e d e r a l income
taxes; approximately 12
percent will flow to local
municipalities in the form
of increased gross receipt
and franchise taxes and the
remaining 41 percent will
help to meet the Compan-
ies increased costs and
expenses.

SERVICE SLANTS Letters To The Editor

SGT. KENNETH J. LEATHERS

Sergeant Kenneth J. Lea-
thers, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Kenneth E. Leathers, 61
Barkalow St., South Am-
boy, has received the U.S.
Air Force Commendation
Medal for meritorious ser-
vice in Vietnam.

Sergeant Leathers, an ad-
ministrative spec ia l i s t ,
was cited for his outstand-
ing professional skill and
initiative in the perform-
ance of his duties while
assigned to Nha Trang AB,
Vietnam,

The sergeant was pre-
sented the medal during
ceremonies at B o i l i n g
AFB, Washington, D. C ,
where he is in a unit of
the USAF Headquarters
Command.
He is a graduate of Perth

Amboy High School.

Sergeant John Starzynski,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Chester
J. Starzynski of7LeeAve.,
South Amboy, is a member
of a unit that has earned
the U.S. Air Force Out-
standing Unit Award.
S e r g e a n t Starzynski,

a supply inventory special-
ist in the 2140th Commu-
nications Squadron at
Athenai Airport, G r e e c e ,
will wear the distinctive
service ribbon to mark his
affiliation with the unit.
His unit was cited for pro-

viding outstanding commu-
nication services and sup-
port to its host base and
special activities.
The sergeant, a graduate

of Saint Mary's High" School
attended M e r c e r County
Community College, Tren-
ton, Trenton State College
and the University of Mary-
land European Division.
His wife, Mary, is the

daughter of Mr. and Mrs.

Machinery Repa irman
Third Class Leonard P.
Kuczynskl, USN, son of Mr.
and Mrs. John A. Kuczyn-
ski of 30 Merritt Ave.,
South Amboy, is serving
aboard the USS Arlington,
which recently participated
in the recovery operations
for the Appollo 11 Space-
flight.

P o s s e s s i n g the motf t
modern communications
equipment, the Arlington
acted as an at the scene
relay for the voice and
teletype circuits between
the primary recovery ship,
USS Hornet and the Naval
Communications Station,
Honolulu.

Arlington also served as
Headquarters for Presi-
dent Nixon and his party
prior to the actual splash-
down. The President used
the ship's extensive com-
munications facilities to
keep fully abreast of the
events of the final hours
of the final hours of the
historic flight.

The Arlington also parti-
cipated in the Apollo 8
and Apollo 11 lunar tyi
sions.

To the Editor:
I am very happy that a member of the Board of

Education called the attention of the Police and city
officials to the parking situation In our city.

It is not only John St. where nobody seems to care
if there are three or four lines of parked cars (especially
during the school lunch periods), and where, at times,
you can't drive through althouth John St. is a very wide
street. How about the streets with 4-hour parking
limit signs where one often sees cars or trucks parked
for three, four or more days without being moved?
Why spend the taxpayer's money for these signs if
they are ignored?

The streets often are not swept and the gutters are
full of broken bottles and garbage, often with terrible
odors. Why not have one side of the street parking on
alternate days for sweeping purposes? The sweeping
truck often goes by without doing its Job.

Another parking complaint is that certain apartment
buildings and rooming houses do not provide sufficient
parking spaces for their tenants, even though there may
be vacant fenced property nearby belonging to the
landlords. Isn't there a law that a landlord is responsible
for sufficient parking areas for his tenants? Some streets
are so overcrowded with cars that private hpmeownere
who have neither garages nor driveways are unable to
park their own cars, being forced, as I have, to park
two blocks away from my home.

So please, dear City Fathers, help us't We vote for
you and pay yours and the Police s salaries. Don't
neglect us.

/ s / A South Amboy Homeowner and Taxpayer

Outdoor Dining Popular
Pastime in New York
If you're planning a visit to

New York this summer, join
the natives in their new sum-
mer pastime—dining out-of-
doors.

The Fountain Cafe in Cen-
tral Park is located by the
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beautiful Bethesda Fountain
on the lake. The versatile menu
offers a wide variety of hot and
cold dishes, cooling drinks and
dessert specialties. Music here
is courtesy of the birds.

Rockefeller Center's famed

is back af
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ice skating pond has been
transformed into a delightful
summertime restaurant—the
Promenade Cafe. Superb cui-
sine is featured and an orches-
tra entertains for lunch and
through late supper.

For a free folder on New
York's many summertime at-
tractions, write to Roger
Martin, Restaurant Associates,
1540 Broadway, New York,
New York 10036.

Svni/sy. August 17
t thi n.»
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