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CHARTER STUDY REPORT
PRESENTED BY CITIZEN

Beginning with this issue of the CITIZEN a report
on the Charter Study for the City of South Amboy
will be presented as a public service.

An elightened public has always proven to be a
progressive public and it is to this end that we of the
CITIZEN have taken it upon ourselves the fulfillment
of the request of the city council, as expressed by
Councilman Sorrentino, ‘‘Let the people of South Amboy
be fully informed of the findings and recommendations
of the Charter Study Commission,”

At last week’s meeting of the council the commmission
submitted its report which endorsed a strong Mayor and
Council plan as provided for under plan “‘F” of the
Optional Municipal Charter Law. '

In a motion made by Councilman Zebro and seconded
by Councilman Clark, the council voted to accept the
recommendations and conclusions of the study group.

To prepare for the first step in the required pro-
cedures necessary to put the question to the electorate
of the city, Councilman O’Leary made an amendment
to the above motion authorizing Mayor Rushand Council-
man-at-Large Henry to select a non-partisan committee
to prepare and circulate the mandatory petitions.

These petitions, which will be circulated soon, do
not imply that you are for or against the proposed
charter change. The petition merely authorizes the
placing of the question on the ballot in the November
General Election.

We feel that such an important plece of business
should be decided by ALL the people of South Amboy,
and not by any one small opinionated group. Only by
placing the question before the people, in ballot form,
will- it be possible for the will of the people to be
manifested.

In support of the above statement, we quote Mayor
Rush, ‘I will never reject anything that may go on a
ballot. This is the democratic way of doing things.
Let the people decide by ballot.”’

We suggest that you save this series of articles on
the Charter Study so that ‘“a well-informed public
will be able to decide, in November, whether or not
South Amboy is in need of a change in its governmental
rtructure.”

L ]

THE PUBLIC QUESTION

The South Amboy Charter Study Commission recom-
mends pursuant to authority contained in the ordinance
appointing the Commission that a petition be circulated
and filed to place a question on the ballot at the General
Election on November 4, 1969, as follows:

Shall the Mayor and Council Plan ““F’’ of the Optional
Municipal Charter Law providing for an elected mayor
and five councilmen to be elected, three by wards and
two at large, at a subsequent general election, be
adopted by the City of South Amboy?

INTERPRETIVE STATEMENT
A vote ‘“yes” is a vote to change the form of govern-
ment of South Amboy. A mayor and five councilmen
would be elected, three councilmen by wards and two
at large on a partisan partyballotatNovember. elections.
A vote ““no”” is a vote to retain the present form of
government in South Amboy.

B SCHEDULE TIMETABLE

July 15, 1969: Circulation of a petition to place the
question of a new form of government on the ballot.
September 1, 1969: Filing of the petition to place the
question of a new form of government on the ballot.
November 4, 1969: Referendum vote on the recom-
mended plan. .
April, 1970; Political party primary election of candi-
dates for the new offices of mayor and councilmen.
November 35, 1970: Election of new mayor and councilmen.

~ Janulary 1, 1971: Effective date of new form of govern-
" ment.,

SUMMARY OF REPORT

L]
THE COMMISSION FINDS:
1. The present form of city govexrnment was pro-

vided by the Legislature in 1897 and adopted by the
City of South Amboy in 1908,

Continued on page 2.
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The South Amboy kree Public Li-
brary conducted a S5 week story
hour on Wednesday mornings for
pre-school childrenin the children’s
section of the library on Stevens

Avenue.

Approximately 22 children attended
each session with a total of 29
. members registered. Three stories
were told at each hour with games

LIBRARY STORY HOUR FOR PRE — SCHOOLERS

telling,

and a parade to alternate the story-

At a closing day party, the children
enjoyed ice cream and cookies, and
a cartoon film was shown, Mrs,

Katherine Margaretta, seen above

with the children, who is a member
of the library staff, was in charge
of the story hour.

LOAN ASSOCIATION
ELECTS OFFICERS

J. ARTHUR APPLEGATE

J. Arthur Applegate was
elected president of the
Investors and Owners
Building and Loan Associ-

- ation for the fiscal year

beginning July 1, 1969 and
ending June 30, 1970. This
is Mr. Applegate’s 50th
consecutive year asheadof
the @ssociation,

er officersare Michael
F. Nagle, vice-president;
Robert J. McGowan, sec-

retary;' Lois N. Morriss, -

treasurer; Rosemary
Downs, assistant treas-
urer; and George G.Kress,
artorney.

The association islocated
in the South Amboy Trust
Company Building, Broad-
way and Augusta St,
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Major Gleason in Space Program

Major John T. Gleason
Jr., U.S5.A.F,, son of re-
tired Police Chiefand Mrs.
John T. Gleason Sr., 7
Bertram Ave., South Am-
boy, has been selected by
the Air Force to enter the
Space Program. He will
leave this week to study at
the Aerospace Research
School at Edwards Air
Force Base in California.

The program trains test
pilots to conduct flight tests
of research, experimental
or production, [talsotrains
Aerospace research pilots
for flight tests, engineer=~
ing design and management
in advanced aircraft and
manned space research
programs. Graduates are
assigned to military space
programs.

Much of Major Gleason’s
Air Force career has been
spent in research and de-
velopment. At the Air

Proving .Ground Center at
Elgin Air Force Base,
Florida, he was an opera-
tions research analyst. He
worked in the same capa-
city during two tours in

South Vietnam flying 60
data -~ gathering combat
missions.

He has been recently sta~
tioned at the Pentagon in
Washington, D.C, asanOp-
erations Research Analyst,
He has been a member of
the Strategic Air Command
since 1958,

Major Gleason, who has
12 years Air Force ser-
vice, received his com-
mission and Bachelor of
Science degree in Engine-
ering in 1957 upon grad-
uvation from the United
States Military Academy.
Since entering the "Air
Force, he has earned his
Master’s degree atthe Uni-
versity of Connecticut,
Major Gleason is a 1953
graduate of Saint Mary's
High School.

His wife, Irene, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. John Wal-
lace of Keyport, and his
children, Maureen, John
Kevin and Diane, will re~
side at Edwards Air Force
Base in California,

<“This

JCP&L SEEKS
RATE INCREASE

Ralph F. Bovler,presiden't
of Jersey Central Power &
[.ight Company and New
Jersey Power & Light
Company, has announced
that on or about July 31
the utilities will file with
the State Board of Public
Utility Commissioners a
petition for a revised
schedule of rates for elec~
tric service.

The revised schedule, Mr.
Bovier said, in effect rep-
resents a request for ap-
proval toincrease rates for
electric service to allresg=-
idential, general service
and street lighting custom-
ers. For JCP&L custom-
ers, the increase would
amount to about 13 percent,
and for NJP&L customers
it would amount to about
16 percent. Present NJP& L
rates are generally lower
than those of itg sister
Company, The proposed
revised schedule, he said,
would establish equal rates
for the same service- in
the two Companies.

Explaining the need for the
increased revenuesthat the
new rates would provide,
the utility president pointed
to inflationary pressures
that his Companies and the
entire industry are facing
from all directions. He
noted that long-term loan
interest rates have climbed
from the 3% level in the
mid-1940's to about 8% at
present. Increased costs
also are being felt in al-
most ‘‘everything we must
buy or build in order to
continue to provide
customers withanadequille
and dependable supply of
electric power.,"”

Mr. Bovier said that this
is the first time in its
history that Jersey Cen-
tral Power & Light Com-
pany has soughtanincrease
in its rates to electric
customers. It has been 17

-years since New Jersey
-Power & Light Company

last requested a rate hike.
“In fact,”” he said, ‘“the
average price paid by our
customers for electricity

* has actually gone down over

the years. While it is true
that most electric billsare
higher today thanthey were
a few years ago, it is
because of increasedusage
by customers and not be=~
cause of any increase in
rates.”

The wutility president
added: ““Even with the pro-
posed increase, we believe
that electricity will con-
tinue to be one of the best
buys in the consumer’s
budget.”” . <.

Mr. Bovier said that over
the years the Companies
have been able to hold the
line against a rate increase
by extensive application of
new -and advanced tech-
nology. It was this tech-
nology, he said, which had
enabled the Companies to
keep inc¢reases in their
costs of providing electri-
city within limits that the
Companies could absorb.
is no longer the
case,”’ he said. ‘“‘Inflation-
ary pressures have out-
stripped technological ad-
vance and we have reached
a pointtoday where we must
realize greater revenues
if we are to continue to
successfully stay ahead of
the rapidly rising demand
for electric power.””

Under the proposed re-
vised rate schedule, Mr,
Bovier said the cost of
electricity for’ JCP&L’'s

Continued on page 2,






