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HENRY AND RUSH SCORE
VARIANCE APPLICANT
The failure of the appli-

cant for variances on the
building of an apartment
complex on Portia St., to
appear at last Wednes-
day's hearing with the
Board of Adjustment came
under . severe ciritcism
from Mayor Rush and
Council President Fred
Henry.

In their remarks to the
council, at Tuesday's
meeting, both the mayor
and councilman expressed
indignation at the manner
in which the residents of
Portia St. were treated by
not being notified of the
cancellation of the hearing.

Rush said,"Last Wednes-
day's meeting of the Board
of Adjustment, at which the
applicant failed to appear
for a hearing on his r e -
quest for a granting of
variances on a piece of
Portia St. property, was
very unfair to the residents
of that area. These people
should have been told that
the hearing was cancelled
so that they would not have
had to incur the expense
of hiring a court recorder
and lawyer for that
evening."

The Mayor added, "I sup-
port these people in their
dissention. There should
not be apartments in that
neighborhood."
Henry said, " I also op-

pose this application for a
variance for an 18 unit
apartment on an under-
sized lot on Portia St. As
in the past, I oppose this
type of variance.

The council president ex-
plained his stand by say-
ing, "In this particular in-
stance, we have a very nice
residential area with r e -
sidents who have lived
there for many years, un-
disturbed by the hub-bub
of traffic and all the other
problems that go with this
type of venture.
Henry continued, "We

have, somehow, got to pro-
tect the residents in these
types of area from instru-
sions of this nature. It
makes little sense to me
for the mayor and council
to seriously consider Ur-
ban Renewal and Neighbor-
hood Improvement Pro-
grams, when; we allow the
very thing that helps dras-
tically change the environ-
ment of an area."
The councilman con-

tinued, "If there is a need
for apartment construction
in South Amboy, including
Senior Citizens Housing, it
should be properly planned
In ette light of our Urban-
Renewal Programs, popu-
lation density factors,
neighborhood a n a l y s e s ,
traffic patterns and after
a complete market r e -
search analysis and in line
with our local planning. We
can't let various builders
plan the future of South
Amboy/'
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Henry concluded with,
"To allow apartments to be
built without regard for the
people and the environment
of the area will surely bring
the demise of our "nicer
residential districts. This
we Bhould never allow."

Councilman William O'-
Leary, the owner of the
property in question had
this to say in reference to
a recent newspaper item
alleging conflict of interest
on his part, "I was not
aware of the cancellation
of that hearing. I am the
owner of the property on
Portia St. I am not seek-
ing the variances for the
building of apartments on
that property. I have had
an attractive offer on this
property and I told them
(Arsan) what they would
have to do in order to get
a variance for their enter-
prise. I do not seek the
variances."
O'Leary continued, "I was

instrumental in setting up
the zoning board in order
to protect the people of
South Amboy. I would do
nothing to circumvent the
duties of that board. I ask
our city attorney if there
is a conflict of interest
on my part."

The city attorney, John
Mullane, in answer to O'-
Leary's question had this
to say, "As an attorney, I
say there is no conflict of
interest on the part of
Councilman O'Leary."
In an after-meeting state-

ment to the press, Council-
man Al ClarTc expressed
his opposition to the pro-
posed apartments on Portia

St.
In his remarks to the

council, Clark voiced his
objections to the usage of
Louisa St. as a dumping
grounds "for every gas
station in Middlesex Coun-
ty. It seems that every
one is throwing their old
tires in this spot. This
dumping must stop. I am
asking the mayor to check
with the police department
and the Board of Health,"

Rush informed the council
that he has had the police
and the board checking this
complaint and promised to
have "No Dumping" signs
posted on the property.

Clark also protested the
generation of noise on low-
er Gordon St. at 4 in the
morning. Alleging that the
Gillett Trucking Company
was dlstrubing the peace
and quiet of the neighbor-
hood, the councilman asked
that the police check this
ltuafTH
Councilman Frank Zebro,

in his remarks to the coun-
cil, clarified the so-called
bench situation on the cor-
ner of Pine Avenue and
Henry St. Stating that he
didn't think the situation
warranted "front-page co-
verage", the councilman
said, "I don't think one
complaint warrants the re-
moval of this bench. We
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WINNERS - Mrs. EUen Hammeli,
of 333 South Pine Avenue, South
Amboy, receives congratulations
from John C. Potthoff, Treasurer
and Trust Officer of the South Am-
boy Trust Company on winning the
first prize, a 23" RCA Color Tele-
vision, during the bank's 50th Anni-
versary Gelebr-ation,

Mrs. Margaret E. Letts, of 280

Vineyard Avenue, Morgan won a
12" Zenith B & W Television as
second prize and Mrs. Robert Urban
of 422 Portia Street, South Amboy
won the third prize, a Zenith Tran-
sistor AM/FM Radio.

The Bank is continuing its cele-
bration by giving a free gift with
each new savings account opened
for $50 or more.

FIRE ENGINE ORDINANCE
PASSES ON FIRST READING

Ordinance No. 831, which
is an ordinance authorizing
the purchase of a fire truck,
was passed on its first
reading at last Tuesday's'
council meeting.
Introduced by Councilman

William O'Leary and se-
conded by Councilman
Frank Zebro, the ordinance
provides for the issuance
of $69,000.00 in bonds or
notes to finance part of the
cost of the apparatus.

The fire truck issue has
been with the council for
some time. In the latter
part of 1968, the fire de-
partment renewed its re-
quest for a piece of equip-
ment to replace an obsolete
and worn out hook and lad-
der truck.

At that time. Mayor JUch-
ard Schultz promised to
look into the financial si-
tuation and give a definite
answer within a short time.

Zebro and O'Leary both
promised the firemen they
would keep pushing for a
new truck and O Leary
added that he would intro-
duce legislation to that ef-
fect before the end of the
year.
President of the Council

Fred Henry told the fire-
men that a detailed study
of the city's finances would
have to be made, saying,
"We cannot be guilty of

irresponsible financing.
Henry went on to give a
detailed account of the
pressing and urgent needs
of the city which included
a new city hall, new school
and the mandatory tie-in
with the Middlesex County
Sewerage Authority all of
which added up to an esti-
mated $3 million.
At subsequent meetings,

the public expressed con-
cern over the school situa-
tion, and bowing to this
pressure, the firemen tem-
porarily withdrew their re-
quest.

When the city failed to act
on the new school this year,
the firemen renewed their
demands for a new truck
and O'Leary promised
them that he would initiate
tJje action Wfcen. by. jfes.
Council last Tuesday.
O'Leary told the contin-

gent of firemen present
that ground-rules for the
operation or* the new truck
would have to be set up
and strictly adhered to.
Former Fire Chief, Ber-
nard Mackiel, informed the
council that steps in this
direction have already been
taken.

Mayor Joseph Rush said,
"I have • supported the
action taken here tonight
for a new truck because it
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City Rejects
Landfill pffer

In a statement tothe coun-
cil and to the public, Mayor
Joseph Rush revealed that
the city has rejected an of-
fer for the sale of the land-
fill. In the prepared state-
ment, read at Tuesday'6
council meeting, the mayor
said, "On May 20, 1969, I
reported that the city was
in the process of negotia-
ting with an industry for the
land-fill. The name of the
company was American
Precast Concrete Corpo-
ration, which makes con-
crete forms that are rein-
forced with steel. With this
company there was no air
pollution or water pollu- -
tion. The said company
first wanted 40 acres plus
an option on 10 more acres
of the land-fill. After
several meetings and

' n'umefdus" pho"rie' calls, on
June 30, they made a final
proposal of 30 acres at
$12,000 per acre, but due
to their immediate needs
they needed an answer by
July 1. This industry would
have had a tax ratable of
about $70*000 per year.
After thf final offer was
made, four members of the
council that were present,
rejected the offer on the
basis that the tax ratable
was not large enough for
30 acres. They (council)
felt that a much higher
ratable was desirable. The
said company was notified
by me, on July 1, of the
council's decision, and they
informed me that they
would go elsewhere to lo-
cate."

(Continued on Page 2)

Charter Study
Report Submitted
The South Amboy Charter

Commission, u n d e r the
chairmanship of Board of
P u b 1 i c Works Commis-
sioner R i c h a r d Servis,
presented its findings to
the common council at last
Tuesday's meeting.
In a 42 page, detailed re-

port, the commission con-
cluded that a new form of
government should be rec-
ommended for the city of
South Amboy. The plan then
proceeds to recommend
that South Amboy adopt the
Mayor and Council Plan
" F \ under the Optional
Municipal Charter Law.
This plan provides for an

elected m a y o r and an
elected council and an ap-
pointed business adminis-
trator. The Commission
further recommended "that
the council consist of five
members, three of whom
shall be elected one In each
of three wards and two of
whom shall be elected at
large to serve for four
year terms on a staggered
basis. The Commission also
recommends that the mayor
and council be elected on a
partisan basis."

In a motion made by Coun-
cilman Frank Zebro and
seconded by Councilman Al.
Clark, the council voted to
accept, with thanks, the
recommendations of the
commission.

C o u n c i l m a n William
O'Leary added an amend-
ment to the motion which
authorizes the mayor and
president of the council to
select a non-partisan com-
mittee to prepare and cir-
culate the mandatory peti-
tions that will be necessary
to place this question on
November's ballot.
Mayor Rush, who In the

past has stated his opposi-
tion to a city manager or
administrator, said r'A will
never reject anything* that
may go on a ballot. This is
the democratic way. Let
the people decide by ballot."
Councilman Al Sorrentino

asked that the people be
fully informed of the find-
ings and recommendations
of the charter commission.

Council President Fred
Henry, who has been the
driving force in the updating
and re-condification of the
city ordinances in the past
year, and also the prime
mover in the forming of
the charter commission,
expressed his thanks to the
commission and addressed
Leonard Etz, consultant to
the.commissiQn.,§nd Seiryis,
its chairman, who were
present at the meeting,with,
'It is indeed very refresh-

ing to receive your report
at the promised date-line.
You have done a fine job
and your dedication to the
city should not go unnoticed.
All the members of your
committee have proven to
the city that men of good-
will, working on a non-
partisan basis, can do a
job that is for the good of
all."

In the Spring of 1968, the
mayor and council request-
ed the Office of Community
Services, Department of
Community Affairs of the
State of New Jersey, to
make an admin i s t r a t ive
study of the city govern-
ment to determine its ade-
quacy to meet the present
needs of the city. That
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•DITORIAL.
Portia Street is not the proper location for apartments

of any size, shape or description. The building of apart-
ments on Portia St. will defeat the very essence of
PROPER apartment development, as spelled out in South
Amboy's recently updated zoning codes.

From well-informed sources we have learned that the
applicant is seeking at least five major variances which
deviate from the local zoning ordinance. ^

1. He wishes to build within 10 feet of existing property
lines. (Our code requires a "minimum front, side and
rear yards of twenty-five (25) feet.")

2. He wiBhes to construct a parking lot with sides ad-
jacent to existing property lines. (Again, our code says
"parking may be permitted in the side yards or rear
yards but not in the required front yard and NOT within
ten (10) feet of a street or property line.")

3. He wishes to provide parking space for only one car
to an apartment. (The code clearly states, "There shall
be at least six (6) parking spaces for every four (4)
dwelling units.")

4. He wishes to have a three-storied building, with
one-half a floor below ground level, thus having apart-
ments on the three floors. (We quote from the zoning
ordinance, "A Garden Apartment property is one site,
containing one or more buildings NOT exceeding two
storieB in height exclusive of the basement
under this definition a Garden Apartment complex is for
residential usage only and DOES NOT permit living units
In the basement area.")

5. He wishes to build 18 units on less than one-half
acre. (Our code limits these units to 12 per acre. He is
asking for more than three (3) times this density.)

In other words, looking at number five (5), he wants to
build at the rate of 39 units per acre, rather than the
LEGAL 12 per acre.

If this permission is granted, South Amboy may as well
scrap and forget any and all codifications that have been,
or may be, formulated for the city's good and welfare.

In order to construct the proposed 18 units, it would be
necessary to destroy the beautiful land scaping features of
the property in question, thus defeating one of the prime
factors of SOUND apartment development. The more
successful designs of apartment complexes take advantage
of existing topograph y and landscaping by retaining natural
land forms, terraces, healthy trees, shrubs and ground
cover to the greatest extent possible. All of this, of
necessity, would have to be removed in order to make
reem for the proposed buildings if permission is granted
to use this beautiful site for dwellings.

All too often site layouts for apartments ignore the
profile and existing beauties of the site, calling for ex-
cessive land-fill and cuts and unwarranted destruction
of plant life.

It is true that the physical and aesthetic impact, which
apartment construction has on existing neighborhoods, is
difficult to measure because of the diversity in neighbor-
hood characteristics, but not so in this particular case.
The apartment dwellers would have beautiful e6tate-type
properties to behold, while the area residents would have
only brick walls and asphalt pavements to gaze upon. We
think that this condition could NOT be justified.

We hope that the treatment received by the residents
of Portia St. at the meeting of July 9, will NOT be re-
peated at the next meeting of the Board of Adjustment
in August.

The good people of Portia St. were subjected to a very
crass and rude treatment on the night of July 9. someone
should have had the common decency to notify these
people that the hearing would not take place because of
'illness in the family of the principal witness for the

applicant", an act of common courtesy would have allowed
these people to make other plans for that evening. It
would have saved them the fees of the lawyer and court
stenographer they hired for that evening.

Letters To The Editor
I'm writing to you pertaining to the disagreement about

the seniors' bench being misused.
I think we have controversial aspects about the genera-

tion gap. We might be able to settle our disagreement by
letting the youth of South Amboy voice their opinions. I
wish the adults of South Amboy would think twice before
pointing fingers on the teenagers.

It's people, such as the ones that wrote the letter to
the council about the bench being misused (if, this is true)
who are always complaining against the teenagers. They
should sund up and fight for something for the teenagers
to build for themselves. But the majority says we're hoods.
Maybe if they got up from their seats and did something,
maybe we, the youth, and South Amboy's leaders might
find and see how the young generation feels toward pa-
rents' conventions and values, including their materialism
and racial prejudices.

MAY God help us.
Sincerely yours,
/ s / A concerned teenager

Collin MacKenzie

Fire Engine
^ ' " » • • "

is a necessity for South
Amboy. It is for the people
of South Amboy and for
their good and welfare."

Councilman Al. Sorren-
tino thanked the firemen
for their interest in fight-
ing for the new truck and
added, "I am proud and pri-
vileged to vote for this
ordinance. We have an out-
standing fire department
here in South Amboy and
now they will be able to do
even more for the people,
of this city." •
Henry, who was the lone

dissenting councilman, al-
so praised the firemen in
their efforts to achieve
what they thought was best
for the city.

The second and final read-
Ing, after a public hearing
that night, will be held on

the 6rdinance at the next
council meeting, Aug. 5.
The second and final read-

Ing of Ordinance 828,
authorizing the purchase
of a pick-up truck, was
held and passed with the
council's approval. .
Ordinance 829, authoriz-

ing the demolition of the
Methodist Church on John
St., was passed on first
reading.

Ordinance No. 830, autho-
rizing repairs to the par-
sonage, was passed also.
Ttiis building will be leased
to the Board of Education
for administrative pur-
poses.

All four ordinances are
printed in full elsewhere in
this issue of the CITIZEN.

HENRY AND RUSH CHARTER STUDY

WINS TITLE — Donna Zfentalr of Saynvill* won th»
oM» 14*nd*nd«r championship in If* Middlacax County
F*W«oldart T«nnii Tournament by defeating Ruth EkM-
fa* of M*tuch«n M , H M «n HM Mmton Park court*.

The 15-year-old is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John
Zlentek of 24 Reseau Ave., South Amboy.
She is a member of the Frog Hollow Tennis Club and

attends St. Mary's High School.

OBITUARY, city Rejects
tWARn P PARKER vifcj nvjvvtwEDWARD E. PARKER

Edward E. Parker, 66,
of 117 Prospect Drive, Blue
Rock Manor, died Satur-
day at Delaware Division
after along illness.

He had lived at the Pros-
pect Drive address for 19
years.
He retired as a staff as-

sistant for refinished sales
in the fabric and finishes
department of the DuPoiir
Co. in 1966, where he had
worked for IB yzxfi. H;
was a member of Stephen's
Lodge No. 63, AF&M, of
South Amboy, N. J., and the
DuPont Country Club.
Mr. Parker had served on

several Republican fund
raising committees and
was chairman of the board
of trustees of the £amp
Dill Foundation.

Camp Dill is maintained
exclusively for Boy Scouts
Troop No. 91, South Amboy,
N. J. of which Mr. Parker
was a charter member.
He is survived by his wi-

dow, Mrs, Ruth Mortenson
Parker, to whom he had
been married for 43 years.

Services were held on
Tuesday, July 15 at 2 in the
afternoon at the Chandler
Funeral Home, 2506 Con-
cord Pike. Interment will
be in Lower Brandywine
Cemetery.

(Continued from page 1)

The mayor continued with,
"Whether the decision was
right or wrong, only time
will tell, but I want the
people to know tfeat the de-
cision did not alter my de-
termination to seek suit-
able ratables for the city.
In fact, this is one of the
most important goals I have

. to try to achieve as
mayor."

Rush concluded with, "I
have kept the council in-
formed of all the calls and
meetings I had in regard
to this matter."

Council President Fred
Henry, In a special re-
lease to the CITIZEN, ex-
plained that the council re-
jected the above offer be-
cause they (the council)
felt that the land-fill should
bring a ratable of at least
$400,000 per year to the
city.

§

I have set before you an
open door.—(Rev. 3:8).

CLASSIFIED ADS
GET RESULTS

GJarfc it! SUjanka

We wish to express our sincere thanks to all our

friends, neighbors and relatives for the kindness shown

and sympathy extended during our recent bereavement

on the loss of our husband and father, Martin E. Bergin.

We gratefully acknowledge with thanks all who

sent Masses, flowers, cards and spiritual bouquets.

An extra thanks belongs to the staff of Frog Hollow

Swim Club along with its fine members and the chil-

dren of the Swim Ttam for'theirkindthought* and

actions, the South Amboy Sabres, Ironworkers Local

No. 45, Jersey City, and the Knights of Columbus

Council No. 426.

We especially want to thank the South Amboy

First Aid Squad, the Staff of South Amboy Memorial

Hospital, Doctor C. W. Hoffman, priests and nuns of

St. Mary's, South Amboy, and the Sisters of St.

Joseph's, Chestnut IM, Pa., Father T. J. O'DeaofSt.

Bernadette's, Parlin, the pallbearers and Mr. George

Gundrum and the Gundrum Service Home for Funer-

als.

m UJI/C, Mrs. Mary Bergin
children, Maryanne

Kevin
• Marty, Jr.

Gerard
Paul

(Continued from page 1)

have run a check on this
situation and found that no
one uses this bench after
10:30 at night."
The councilman's re-

marks were in reference
to a complaint received by
the council that the bench
in question constituted a
public nuisance.
Zebro also suggested to

the council that in the fu-
ture, "contractors should
be made to check work they
are doing for the city after
a severe storm."

According toZebro^itwas
necessary for the city to
supply three men and two
pieces of equipment to rec-
tify a condition caused by
storm damage on a project
for the drainage of Vete-
rans Field, recently.
Zebro announced that the

contractor will be billed
for this expense but that
the compensatory funds
will not be made available
to the street department
budget item, from whence
the expenditures came, but
to the general fund, there
to be reflected in next
year's budget.
In other business. City

Clerk Natalie Brennan pre-
sented, on behalf of Mr. and
Mrs. Anton Foley of Flori-
da, a cocoanut ashtray to
Mayor Rush.

The council passed a re-
solution naming Helen Mc-
Cabe as acting city clerk
in the absence of Mrs.
Brennan who will be on her
annual vacation from July
21 to August 4.
In another resolution, the

council voted to advertise
for bids for a storm sewer
at the new city hall site on
Broadway.

The council received the
following bids for the de-
molition of the Methodist
Church on John St.: V.
Chevalier and Son Inc. of
Sayreville, $4,600. Liberty
Trucking Co. of Fords, $6,
100; Jan Brothers of South
Amboy, $6,200; and the
council voted to turn these
bids over to the city engi-
neer for further study.

President of the Council
Henry named Angelo Di-
Matteo to the Housing Au-
thority to fill the vacancy
caused by the demise of
James Croddick.

Mayor Rush received a
letter of resignation from
Robert Piskorski as a
member of the Shade Tree
Commission. P i s k o r s k i
has moved to Sayreville
and the mayor has not, as
yet, filled this vacancy on
the commission.

The council approved the
application of the Luke A.
Lovely Post No. 62, of the
American Legion, to hold
a tag day on Aug. 7-8-9,
application of the South
Amboy Sabres to hold a tag
day on August 8-9. Both
approvals are pending the
clearance of the police de-
partment.
Joseph Nebus of Fourth

St. complained of a pigeon
and dog problem in his
neighborhood. Both com-
plaints will be turned over
to the Board of Health.

After all,
it's the only

country
youVe got.

(Continued from page 1)

study was prepared by the
Department and presented
to the mayor and council
on August 8, 1968. The
recommendation of the
study was that since the
existing city government
is obsolete that a Charter
Study Commission should
be empowered to study the
advisability and feasibility
of changing the present city
government. The mayor and
council acted uponthat rec-
ommendation and provided
by ordinance for-the crea-
tion of the commission.

The commission's task,
as described in the ordi-
nance, was to "Study the
form of government of the

city of South Amboy, to
compare it with other avail-
able forms under the laws
of the State and to deter-
mine whether or not in its
judgment the government
of the city could be streng-
thened, made more clearly
responsive or accountable
to the people, or whether
its operation could become
more economical or effi-
cient under a changed form
of government."
The commission met for

organization purposes on
March 26 of this year and
has met weekly or bi-week-
ly in conference sessions
and in two public sessions
since. They have inter-
viewed present and past
elected and appointed offi-
cials of the city, and have
also interviewed elected
and appointed officials of
other cities with experience
under the forms of govern-
ment provided by the Op-
tional Municipal Charter
Law.
To assist it in conducting

mis study, the commission
retained the services of an
outside consultant, Leonard
Etz of the National Code

.Consultants.
Based upon its study and

interviews, and the re-
sponse of the members of
the public that have ap-
peared at the public meet-
ings of the commission,
and an evaluation of all the
study materials available
to the c o m m i s s i o n , the
members reached their de-
cision to make the fore-
going recommendations.
When questioned by the

press, Henry stated that the
filing of the petition, to place
the question of a new form
of government on the ballot,
will take place on Sept. 1
of ,fhi8 year. "If the re-
ferendum vote of November
4 is In favor of the recom-
mended plan, there will be
a Political Party Primary
Election of candidates for
the new offices of mayor
and councilmen on April,
1970," Henry said.
The election of the new

mayor and councilmen will
take place on Nov. 5, 1970
and the effective date of the
new form of government
will be Jan. 1, 1971.

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds
& Freedom Shares

CREDIT ARRANGEMENT
Spiral Metal Company,

Inc. (OTC), of South Am-
boy, has announced the ex-
ecution of a revolving cre-
dit arrangment with Irving
Trust Co. and Detroit Bank
& Trust, -. ; ..
The total credit available

amounts to $15 million and
terminates April. 1971.
Spiral Metal is a refiner
and fabricator of precious
metals including silver,
gold and platinum.

PLEASE PATRONIZE
OUR ADVERTISERS

"Now, my opinion, for what
it's worth..."


