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HENRY AND RUSH SCORE
VARIANCE APPLICANT

The failure of the appli-
cant for variances on the
building of an apartment
complex on Portia St., to
appear at last Wednes-
day’s hearing with the
Board of Adjustment came
under . severe ciritcism
from Mayor Rush and
Council President Fred
Henry.

In their remarks to the
council, at Tuesday's
meeting, both the mayor
and councilman expressed
indignation at the manner
in which the residents of
Portia St. were treated by
not being notified of the
cancellation of the hearing,
Rush said, ‘" LLast Wednes-
day’s meeting of the Board
of Adjustment, at whichthe
applicant failed to appear
for a hearing on his re-
quest for a granting of
variances on a piece of
Portia St. property, was
very unfair tothe residents
of that area. These people
should have been told that
the hearing was cancelled
80 that they would not have
had to incur the expense
of hiring a court recorder
and lawyer for that
evening.”

The Mayor added, ‘I sup-
port these people in their
dissention. There should
not be apartments in that
neighborhood.”’

Henry said, ‘‘I also op-
pose this application for a
variance for an 18 unit
apartment on an under-
sized lot on Portia St. As
in the past, I oppose this
type of variance.

The council president ex-

plained his stand by say-
ing, ‘“In this particular in-
stance, we have averynice
residential area with re-
sidents who have lived
there for many years, un-
disturbed by the hub-bub
of traffic and all the other
problems that go with this
type of venture,”

Henry continued, °‘‘We
have, somehow, got topro-
tect the residents in these
types of area from instru-
sions of this. nature. It
makes little sense to me
for the mayor and council
to seriously consider Ur-
ban Renewal and Neighbor-
hood Improvement Pro-
grams, when' we allow the
very thing that helps dras-
tically change the environ-
ment of an area.”

The councilman con-
tinued, ‘““If there is a need
for apartment construction
in South Amboy, including
Senior Citizens Housing, it
should be properly planned

Renewal Programs, popu-
lation density factors,
neighborhood analyses,
traffic patterns and after
a complete market re-
search analysis and In line
with our local planning. We
can’t let various builders
plan the future of South
. Amboy.”
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Henry concluded with,
““To allow apartments to be
built without regard for the
people and the environment
of the area will surely bring
the demise of our hicer
residential districts. This
we should never allow.”

Councilman William O’-
Leary, the owner of the
property in question had
this to say in reference to
a recent newspaper item
alleging conflict of interest
on his part, I was not
aware of the cancellation
of that hearing. I am the
owner of the property on
Portia St. [ am not seek-
ing the variances for the
building of apartments on
that property. I have had
an attractive offer on this
property and [ told them
(Arsan) what they would
have to do in order to get
a variance for their enter-
prise. I do not seek the
variances.”

O’Leary continued, ‘I was
instrumental in setting up
the zoning board in order
to protect the people of
South Amboy. 1 would do
nothing to circumvent the
duties of that board. I ask
our city attorney if there
is a conflict of interest
on my part.”

The city attorney, John -

Mullane, in answer to Q’-
Leary’s question had this
to say, ‘“As an attorney, |
say there is no conflict of
interest on the part of
Councilman O’Leary.”

In an after-meeting state-
ment to the press, Council-
man Al Clafk expressed
his opposition to the pro-
posed apartments on Portia

St.

In his remarks to the
council, Clark voiced his
objections to the usage of
Louisa St. as a dumping
grounds ‘‘for every gas
station in Middlesex Coun-
ty. It seems that every
one is throwing their old
tires in this spot. This
dumping must stop. [ am
asking the mayor to check
with the police department
and the Board of Health.”

Rush informed the council
that he has had the police
and the board checking this
complaint and promised to
have ‘“No Dumping’’ signs
posted on the property.

Clark also protested the
generation of noise on low-
er Gordon St. at 4 in the
morning. Alleging that the
Gillett Trucking Cempany

“was digtrubing the peace

and quiet of the neighbor-
hood, the councilman asked

sifuaeen.

Councilman Frank Zebro,
in his remarks tothe coun~
cil, clarified the so-called
bench situation on the cor-
ner of Pine Avenue and
Henry St. Stating that he
didn’t think the situation
warranted ““front-page co-
verage'’, the councilman
said, “l don’t think one
complaint warrants the re-
moval of this bench. We

(Continued on Page 2)
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WINNERS -

Amboy,

versary- Gelebration,
Mrs,

Mrs, Ellen Hammell,
of 333 South Pine Avenue, South
receives congratulations
from John C. Potthoff, Treasurer
and Trust Officer of the South Am-
boy Trust Company on winning the
first prize, a 23"* RCA Color Tele-
vision, during the bank’s 50th Anni-

Margaret E. Letts, of 280

E e R e e S e e L P e e oy T P T T

12’.

Vineyard Avenue,

Morgan won a.

Zenith B & W Television as
second prize and Mrs. Robert Urban
of 422 Portia Street, South Ambay
won the third prize, a Zenith Tran-
sistor AM/FM Radio.

The Bank is continuing its cele-
bration by giving a free gift with

‘ each new savings account opened

FIRE ENGINE ORDINANC
PASSES ON FIRST READING

Ordinance No, 831, which
is an ordinance authorizing
the purchase of a fire truck,
was passed on its first

reading at last Tuesday’s’

council meeting.

Introduced by Councilman
Willlam O’Leary and se-
conded by Councilman
Frank Zebro, the ordinance
provides for the issuance
of $69,000.00 in bonds or
notes to finance part of the
cost of the apparatus,

The fire truck issue has
been with rthe council for
some time, In the latter
part of 1968, the fire de-
partment renewed its re-
quest for a piece of equip-
ment to replace an obsolete

and worn out hook and Tad-

der truck.

At that time, Mayox Rich~. ..

ard Schultz promised to
look into the financial si-
tuation and give a definite
answer within a shorttime,

Zebro and O’Leary both
promised the firemen they
would keep pushin& for a
new truck and O’Leary
added that he would intro-
duce legislation to that ef-
fect before the end of the
year,

President of the Council
Fred Henry told the fire-
men that a detailed study
of the city’s finances would
have to be made, saying,
‘““We cannot be guilty of

On Upper Main & David 3t.

irresponsible  tinancing.
Henry went on to give a
detailled account of the
pressing and urgent needs
of the city which included
a new city hall, new school
and the mandatory tie-in

‘with the Middiesex County

Sewerage Authority all of
which added up to an esti-
mated $3 million,

At subsequent meetings,
the public expressed con-
cern over the school situa-
tion, and bowing to this
pressure, the firemen tem-
porarily withdrew their re-
quest,

When the city failed toact
on the new school this year,
the firemen renewed their
demands for a new triick
and O’Leary promised
them that he would initiate

the actiop. taken by the

Council last Tuesday.
O'Leary told the contin-
gent of firemen present
that ground-rules for the
operation of the new truck
would have to be set up
and strictly adhered to.
Former Fire Chief, Ber-
nard Mackiel, informed the
council that steps in this
direction have already been
taken, .
Mayor Joseph Rush said,
“l have* supported the
action taken here tonight
for a new truck because it

.

(Continued on Page 2)
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City Rejects
Landfill Qffer

In a statement tothe coun-
cil and to the public, Mayor
Joseph Rush revealed that
the city has rejected anof-
fer for the sale ofthe land-
fill. In the prepared state-
ment, read at Tuesday’s
council meeting, the mayor
said, ‘““On May 20, 1969, I
reported that the city was
in the process of negotia~
ting with an industry for the
land-fill. The name of the
company was American
Precast Concrete Corpo-
ration, which makes con-
crete forms that are rein-
forced with steel. Withthis
company there was no air

pollution or water pollu--

tion, The said company

~first wanted 40 acres plus

an option on 10 moreacres
of the -land-fill. After
several = meetings and

‘numerous” ‘phone calls, on -

June 30, they made a final
proposal of 30 acres at
$12,000 per acre, but due
to their immediate needs
they needed an answer by
July 1. This industry would
have had a tax ratable of
abour $7Q¢4000 per vyear.
After th¢ final offer was
made, four members of the
council that were present,
rejected the offer on the
basis that the tax ratable
was not large enough for
30 acres. They (council)
felt that a much higher
ratable was desirable. The
sald company was notified
by me, on July 1, of the
council’s decision, and they
informed me that they
would go elsewhere to lo-
cate,”

’
(Continued on Page 2)

Charter Study
Report Submitted

The South Amboy Charter
Commission, under the
chairmanship of Board of
Public Works Commis-
sioner Richard Servis,
presented its findings to
the common council at last

Tuesday's meeting.

In a 42 page, detaiied re-
port, the commission con-
cluded that a new form of
government should be rec-
ommended for the city of
South Amboy. The planthen
proceeds to recommend
that South Amboy adopt the
Mayor and Council Plan
“F”’, under the Optional
Municipal Charter Law.

This plan provides for an
elected mayor and an
elected council and an ap-
pointed business adminia-
trator. The Commission
further recommended ‘'that
the council consist of five
members, three of whom
shall be elected onelneach
of three wards and two of
whom shall be elected at
large to serve for four
year terms on a staggered
basis. The Commission also
recommends that the mayor
and council be elected on a
partisan basis.”

In a motion made by Coun-
cilman Frank Zebro and
seconded by Councilman Al.
Clark, the council voted to
accept, with thanks, the
recommendations of the
commission.

Councilman William

O’Leary added an amend-
ment to the motion which
authorizes the mayor and
president of the council to
select a non-partigan com-
mittee to prepare and cir-
culate the mandatory peti-
tions that will be necessary
to place this question on
November’s ballot.

Mayor Rush, who in the
past has stated his opposi-
tion to a city manager or
administrator, said “I will
never reject anythln& that
may go on a ballot. This is
the democratic way. Let
the people decide by ballot.*

Councilman Al Sorrentino
asked that the people be
fully informed of the find-
ings and recommendations
of the charter commission.

Council President Fred
Henry, who has been the
driving force in the updating
and re-condification of the
city ordinances in the past
year, and also the prime
mover in the forming of
the charter commission,
expressed his thanks tothe
commissaion and addressed
Leonard Etz, consultant to
the commisgion,gnd Sexvis,
its chairman, who were
presentat the meeting, with,
‘It is indeed very refresh-
ing-to -receive your-report
at the promised date-line.
You have done a fine job
and your dedication to the
city should not go unnoticed.
All the members of your
committee have proven to
the city that men of good-
will, working on a non-
partisan basis, can do a
job that is for the good of
all,”

In the Spring of 1968, the
mayor and council request-
ed the Office of Community
Services, Department of
Community Affairs of the
State of New Jersey, to
make an administrative
study of the city govern-
ment to determine its ade-
quacy to meet the present
needs of the city, That

(Continued on Page 2)






