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HIGGINS RESIGNS FROM
BOARD OF EDUCATION

In a letter to Mayor Rush,
Vincent Higgins, who had
been appointed to the Board
of Education earlier this
mr, resigned from that

rd ““withdeep regrets"’.

He thanked the mayor and
council for the privilege
of serving the city of South
Amboy but explained that
due to extenuating circum-
stances, he was moving out
of town,

The mayor and council-
men accepted the resigna-
tion with regrets and voted
that a resolution, expres-
sing their feelings, be pre-
sented to Higgins.

Rush, when questioned by
the press, said that he
did not, at this time, have
a replacement for Higgins.

The mayor, in a prepared
statement, informed the
council meeting that he has
received a proposal for a
possible usage of the land-
fill area. He said, “As
mayor, I am very happy
to announce that the city
has receiveda definite pro-
posal for industry on the
land-fill, and another pro-
posal is pending. No con-
tracts or papers will be
signed or agreed on, till
the people of South Amboy
are properly informed and
a public hearing is held.”

Council President, Fred
Henry, thanked the mayor
“‘for all the work you have
done in this area, and 1
to0 can assure the people
of South Amboy that this
will be a clean industry,”

On a motion made by
Councilman Frank Zebro,
the council voted to accept
the bid for a new dump
truck, and hold up on the
purchase of a new pick-
up truck, with spreader.
The councilman explained
that the spreader, offered
at the last councilmeeting,

CITY DOG CLINICS

THIS WEEKEND

Health Inspector Patrick
Vona announced that the
annual clinic for the in-
noculation of the local
canine population for rabies
wmbze held today, to-
morrow and Saturday.
Today’s dog clinic will
be held in the Progressive
Fire House from 6 to 8
p.m.; tomorrow (Friday),
at the Protection Fire
house, also from 6 to 8§
p.m.; and Saturday morn-
ing from 10 a.m. to 12
noon at the Broadway Fire
House. .
Dr. J.V,Nemeth, Veterin-

- arian from the Woodbridge

Animal Hospital is in
charge. )

All animals must be on
leash with a competent
handler,
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was not the right type and
that further study would
have to be given this
matter. |

Zebro also took this time
to take issue withcriticism
leveled atthe proposed
purchase of a new street
sweeper, rather thanfixing
the old one. ‘“At our last
meo%n‘f, someone said that
he could have the old one
fixed for $300”, the
councilman said, ‘I have
figures here to disprove
that.””  Zebro then pre-
sented figures showing that
parta alone would cost
more than $800. He added,
‘“That person promised to
be here tonight, but I don’t
see him in the audience.'”’
Zebro also presented
figures showing that the
price tag of $14,865 1s In
line with the cost of similar
machines purchased by
nearby communities.
Councilman Zebro urged
that the city hire a
mechanic for the city’s
mechanical equipment.

The council passed, on
second and fihal reading,
seven ordinances that are
printed elsewhere in this
issue of the CITIZEN,
Ordinance No. 818, is an
ordinance for regulating
the removal of snow and
ice.

Ordinance No. 819, is an
ordinance regulating litter,
Ordinance No, 820 regu-
lates pool and billiard play-
ing in the city,

Ordinance No. 821 regu-
lates ‘‘Distress Sales’.
Ordinance No. 822 is an
ordinance regulating noise.
Ordinance No. 823 regu-
lates the distribution of
hand-bills.

Ordinance No. 824 is an
ordinance regulating the
salaries of certain cityem-
ployees.

MEMORIAL DAY
PARADE ROUTE SET

Marchers in South Am-
boy’s Memorial Day parade
will step out promptly at
.1:30 p.m. on May 30 from
Raritan
Avenues.
According to Carmen J,
Fazio, adjutant of V,F.W,
Memorial Post 2448, the
parade will terminate at
City Hall, where all par-
ticipants, especially the
city’'s veteran organiza-
tions, are asked to remain
for the memorial gervice.
Marchers will assemble
1:15 p.m. The route of
the parade: east on Ridge-
way Avenue to North
Stevens Avenue; north on
Main Street to Broadway;
south on Broadway, stop-
ping at the World War I
Monument at the Railroad
Plaza where a brief mem-
orial service will be held,
The parade will continue
on South Broadway to Bor-
dentown Avenue; south on
Bordentown Avenue to Pine
Avenue; north on Pine
Avenue to John Street, con-
tinuing to City Hall where
the parade will disband.
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REV. B.A. COEN
TO MARK 25 YEARS

REV. BERNARD A. COEN

Rev. Bernard A. Coen will
be honored by the parish-
foners of St. Ambrose
Church, Old Bridge, on May
30 on the 25th anniversary
of his ordination.

The dual celebration will
begin at 7 p.m. with a
testimonial dinner in
Father Coen’s honor, under
the direction of the Parish
Silver Jubilee Committee.

Conclusion of the celebra~
tion will be on June 3 when
Father Coen will be

principal celebrant at a -

concelebrated Mass of
Thanksgiving at 8 p.m. The
Most Rev. John C. Reiss,
Auxiliary Bishop of
Trenton, will deliver the
sermon, :

St. Ambrose Parish wa
established. on Sept. 28,
1961, by Bishop George
W. Ahr who appointed
Father Coen as the found-
ing pastor on that date,
St. Ambrose Parish now
encomposses the area of
Browntown in Madison
Township.

Father Coen immediately
set about purchasing the
land which is now the site
of the parish plant. The
solemn dedication of the
new buildings took place
on March 15, 1964. At
present, the Parish School
has an enrollment of over
1,000 grammar school
pupils staffed by the Mari-
anjte Sisters and Lay
Faculty., There also are
‘several very active parish
socleties, including the
Holy Name, Altar-Rosary,
and choir.

Father CoenwasbornQct,
2, 1914, in Philadelphia,
Pa., the son of Williamand
Mary Fox Coen. He at-
tended Most BlessedSac-
rament Grammar School
in his native city. He is
also a member ofthe Class
of 1933 from West Catholic
Boys High School in Phil-
adelphia.
 His studies for the priest-
hood were completed at
Mount St. Mary’s College
Emmitsburg, Md., and Im-
maculate Conception Sem-
inary at Darlington, N.J.

Father Coen was ordained
by Bishop William A, Grif-
fin of Trenton on June 3,
1044, He served 35 assist-
ant in the following par-
ishes: St. Mary’s South
Amboy: Our Lady of Per-
petual Help, Highlands: St.
John the Evangelist, Lam-
bertville, and St. Rose of
Lima, Freehold.

{continued on page 2)

IN PRIESTHOOD

J. J. Hurrigan Co., Inc.

— Real Estate & Insurance —

1250 Rt. 9, South Amboy
Phone 721- 7600

SOUTH AMBOY FIREMEN Maration Subsity
PRESS FOR NEW TRUCK

A contingent of firemen
attended Tuesday's meet-
ing of the city council and
again presented their re~
quest for a new piece of
fire equipment.

Former Councilman
Robert McGowan very
bluntly queried the council~
men with, *“Are we or
aren’t we going to get a
truck?”’

Councilman
O'Leary,
named as the council’s
liaison officer in this
matter, answered with,
‘“We can't do anything until
the problem of split ses-
sions in the school is
gsolved. When that is done,
[ will introduce an ordi-
nance authorizing the pur-
chase of a new truck and
the funding of it. This could
be at our next meeting,
if we have solved the prob-
lems of split-sessions.”’
The councilman went on
to explain that the council
and the board of educa-
tion members had just
completed a joint meeting
at which they had hoped
to resolve the problem of
split sessions. Failing this,
another meeting has been
scheduled for later this
week, or next.

O’Leary, in explaining the /
price tag of $67,000 on
the proposed fire truck,
said, “‘We are getting the
most modern and safest
plece of equipment on the
market. We have to think
of our firemen.”

The councilmanadded that
steps have been taken to
protect this quoted price
but there is no assurance
how long this committment
will last.

William

“TRUCK NO FAVOR”

Mayor Joseph Rush told
the firemen, ‘“We are not
buying this truck asa favor
to you, We are buying it
because it is a necessity.
The city must have proper
fire protection.”

Former Fire Chief, Bern-
ared Mackiel, gained the
floor to say, ‘‘It's the same
old story. We have to wait
for the school problems to
be solved before wegetour
truck. Our present equip=-
ment is a piece of junk.
We need action now. We
have been asking for this
truck for two years. The
school situation shouldn’t
enter this. We wouldn’t be
asking for this if we didn’t
need it. The purchase of
this truck will not affect
the tax structure of South
Amboy."”

McGowan, at this point,
asked what the bonding life
of the truck amounted toand
City Treasurer John
Leonard told him, ““From
20 to 22 years.”

McGowan said, ‘‘That
amounts to less than $4,000
per year. This is a small
price for safety."”

In explaining why the
problem of split sessions
i8 affecting the introduction
of 'his ordinance, O’'Leary
said, ‘‘We must have four
votes to pass this proposed
ordinance, and until [ am

agsured of these votes, 1.

will not introduce the ordi-
nance.
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who has been

I'his inference that some
members of the council had
pledged them selves to the
solving of the school
schedule, before purchas-
ing a new truck, led Mackiel
to ask for a poll of the
council members. He was
told that ‘‘the council is
never polled at a public
meeting.”

When asked what the staus
would be if the school sit-
uation is not cleared up
shortly, O’Leary promised
that he would re-evaluate
his committments and take
‘action accordingly.

In other business, the
council asked Building In-
spector James Coan for a
report on the abandoned
house on Catheyine St. Coan
said that the owner had been
notified of the condition
but had not taken steps to
cOrrect the situation. Coan
then informed the council
that he has asked Super-
intendent Charles Thomp-
son to have the building
closed up, using city em-
ployees far the work.

Councilman Frank Zebro
objected to this procedure,
saying, ‘I don’t think city
employees should be al-
lowed to do this. I believe
we should hire outside con-
tractors and have the city
pay for this work. The
city will then be re -
imbursed by the owner of
the property.”

Coan agreed to take any
steps the council wished.

Councilman Al Sorrentino,
in his remarks to the
council, proposed that the
city have its own gasoline
pump and a responsible
mechanic for the mainten-
ance and repairs of city
owned equipment. The
councilman explained that
the city has recelved a
tax=-refund check for $1,000
on gasoline purchased by
the city, which is an in-
dication of the amount of
gasoline consumed by city
equipment,

The council voted to give
further study tothis mat=
ter, |
Councilman A. Clark, in-
troduced a motion to ask
for bids to demolish the
city - owned church prop-
erty on John Street. The
councilman said that he
is taking this action rather
reluctantly, but due*to the

vandalism, this is the only .

recourse the city has to
Prevent desecration fo a
‘former place of worship,
A c¢hurch that has served
South Amboy so well for
many many years, not only
as a house of the Lord,
but also the scene of many
community activities.”
The council voted to ad-
vertise for bids for the
razing of this building.
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Killed in Assembly

Continued operation of the
Marathon Bus Co. appeared
doomed ‘Wednesday after a
bill to subsidize failing bus
companies failed to reach
the floor of the State As-
sembly for a vote.

The legislation would have
provided under astate sub-
sidy plan designed to help
failing bus companies such
as Marathon until July,
1970.

According to State Trans-
portation Commissioner
David J. Goldberg, the pro-
posed plan could eventually
lead to a full sstate take-
over of bus companies.

Reports indicate that
some assemblyman op-
posed the measure because
they felt it would lead to
Goldberg’s becoming a
“sransportation czar.”

The legislation is de-
signed to aid cities which
have been left without bus
service because bus lines
similar to Marathon failed.

Marathon provides the
only bus link between Perth

Amboy and Keansburg and

serves approximately 900
to 1,000 commuters daily.
The owners of the bus
company announced on
‘March 26 that Marathon
would discontinue service
between Perth Amboy and
Keansburg because the
firm has been operating
at a financial deficit for
the past three vears.

Marathon’s  petition to
cease operating is still ba.
fore the Public Utilities
Commission’s Beard = of
Commissioners in Newark.
The board must make the
final decision on the pe-
tition.

Marathon has continued
operating the past, month
under a court order calling
for continued service until
a decision is reached by the
PUC’s board,

SCHOOL HEADS
T0 EVALUATE
REGIONAL PLAN

The school superintend-
ents of South Amboy and
Spotswood will meet next
Thursday with County
Superintendent of Schools
Robert Blunt to discuss the
proposed merger of both
districts into one region-
alized school system.

Eugene S. Dobrzynski,
South Amboy’s school
superintendent, in an-
nouncing the meeting, said
the purpose of this segsion
is to discuss and prepare
a tentative plan for study-
ing the regionalization of
grades kindergarten
through 12 in South Amboy
and Spotswood.

The superintendent said
this plan would then be
presented at a later date
to a joint committee com-
posed of members of both
municipalities’ boards of
education.

[f the two boards decide
to regionalize, the final
decision witl be put w0
voters in both South Amboy
and Spotswood in a special
school referendum,

Such a combined schoot
system will be studied to
determine whether joint
school plant facilities
would result in an overall
reduction in operation ¢ost
and on increase in educa-
tional fdcilities.
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