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" Rush, Henry Support CITY j

City’s Charter Study

In a special release tothe
CITIZEN, Mayor Joseph P.
Rush and President of the
Council Fred Henry have
presented their viewpoints
on the need for changes in
the governmental structure
of the city of South Amboy.

Both officials heartily en-
dorse the recent formation
~of the Charter Study Com-
mission, and, both are
horeful that this study group
will present recommenda-
tions that wfll eventually
lead to a type of govern-
ment that will place all
governmental powers inthe
hands of duly elected of-
ficials. -Under South Am-
boy’s present form ofgov~
ernment, various commis~
sions and boards usurp the
" authority usually placed in
the hands of elected of-
ficials, according to the
mayor andcouncilman, and
this structure has created
a very weak, de-centraliz-
ed form of government
for our city.

The mayor, in his state-
ment, says, ‘‘I feel that
this study is needed be-
cause South Amboy needsa
stronger mayor - council
form of govemment.” The
mayor added, ““I think that
all decisions, regarding the
affairs of the city, should
be made by the elected
officials, only, and that the
various boards and com-
misstons should be ad-
visory bodies with au-
thority to recommend, or
suggest, but not have the
authority to take action on
or to finalize these recom-
mended decisions,”

In commenting on the
method of election for
public officials, Rush re-
fterated his stand of last
year when he said, ‘I feel
that the mayor and ALL
of the councilmen should
run for office, citywide,
for three year terms, two
offices eachyear. This plan
would save the cost of re-
apportioning the present
ward system and then ALL
of the people of South Am-
boy would have the oppor-
tunity to vote for ALL of
the elected officials.”

Rush continues, ‘I don’t
feel that the city needs a
city manager.,” Elaborat-
ing on this statement, Rush
said, “I feel thatour cityis
too small, for one thing,
and we can’t justify a
$15,000 salary for this
position. A city manager
would have the authority to
appoint department heads
and | can’t see putting all
of this power in any one
person’s hands.”

Although * the present
charter study commission
is not authorized to delve
into the functions of the
Board of Education, the
mayor touched on this sub-
ject when he said, “‘I feel
that the people should elect
the members of this board,
and also be given the right
to vote on the budget of the
Board of Education.”

Rush concluded his state~
ment with words of praise
and hopes that the charter
study group ‘‘will take
every factor in considera-

tion before presenting their
final recommendations.”

In his prepared statement
for the CITIZEN, Council
Prestdent Henry hadthisto
say, '“The mayor and
council recognize that ad-
mintatrative controls are
lacking and our structure
80 ecentralized that
changes have to be made
if we are to overcome this
lack of control. We must
make our structure a vi-
brant and efficient form of
government that will be
more directly responsive
to the needs and wishes of
our taxpayers.’

Henry continues, ‘‘Real-
izing this, and knowing that
we had tocommunicate this
forcefully and properly to
our citizens, we go*intouch
with the New Jersey De-
partment of Community and
asked them to condudt a
study of our governmental
structure. This (depart-
ment) 18 an independent
agency with the sole pur-
pose of lending assistance
to communities .that have
various types of problems.
The department conducted
a study and its report was
issued to the council last
August. These recommen-
dations are the basis for the
appointment of the newly
formed Charter Study
Commission.”

““The report was given
to the press (CITIZEN
issue of August 15, 1968)
and discussed on the floor
of the council on a number
of occasions in order to
glve it publicity and)help
pave the way for future
understanding,”’ explained
the councilman,

Henry, in his Dbriefing,
says, '1 want to comment
on some of the areas which
were touched and some that
were not. Under legisla-
tion [ feel that a govern~
ment elected by the people,
and properly representa~
tive of the people, should
be responsible for the pas-
sage of ALL legislation
that affect the people.
Presently, this is not the
case in South Amboy. The
Board of Public Works pos-

sess all powers of legis- -

lation concerning health'
water, sewage and zoning.’
The councilman contin-
ues, ‘“This board (Public
Works) also has control
over the Board of Health,
whose members are ap-
pointed by the president
of the works board. The
Board of Public Works
passes on all legislation
regulating zoning. The
(members of the Board of
Public Works) have the
final approval on certain
types of variances, control
street lighting, sanitary
gsewers, water supply and
storm drainage systems.
These members are ap-
pointed to office by the
mayor with council ap-
proval, but, they report to
no one. While these boards
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South Amboy Mayor P. Joseph
Rush and Postmaster John J, Howley
jointly affix a poster heralding May
22 as National Maritime Day on a
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city postal truck in a special
ceremony launching the month-long
nationwide
merchant marine fleet.
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Marathon's Case Rests with PUC.

State to Decide
Hospital’s Fate

Final action on a proposal
to give South Amboy Mem-
orial Hospital a $700,000
federal grant to expand its
cramped facilities 1is ex-
pected at a May 23 meet-
ing of the Control Board
of the state’s Department
of Institutions and Agen-
cles.

Eugene J. Nieto, the hos-
pital’'s director, said last
night the hospital’s Board
of Governors plans to at-
tend the session in Trenton
to counter objections ex-
pected to be raised against
this proposal by the Central
Jersey Regional Planning
Council which earlier this
month denied the hospitala
rating and rejected its ex-
pansion plans.

The regional council is
expected to reiterate these
objections: that the hos-
pital’s three-year-old ex-
pansion program plans
were hastily prepared and
financially inadequate, the
site selected is poor and
that the hospital has been
in a static state for: the
past 10 years, in opposing
the grant.

According .to Nieto, the
hospital’s representatives
will counter this argument
by describing South Amboy
Memarial’s vital role in
proviging medical services
for residents of fast-grow-
ing Middlesex County. The
hospital is the only such
facility located south of
the Raritan River in the
county, and 80 per cent of
the patients treated are
from municipalities other
than South Amboy.

Unless the federxal grantis
approved, the hospital will
be forced to close, Nieto
said.

The federal funds pro-

The fate of Marathon Bus
Co. and hundreds of Bay-
shore residents who rely
on this transportation line
rests in the hands of the
state Board of Public Utili-
ties Commissioners,

The board must approve
or reject a petitlon by the
bus company s owners who -
are asking permission to
cease operations on the
ground that the firm is
operating at a loss.

The board can reject the
petition and order Mara-
thon to continue operating
with recommendations
concerning fare increases
and cutbacks in bus sched-
ules to reduce or allevi-
ate the financial problem.
Otherwise, some 900 -
1,000 Bayshore residents
will find themselves doing
without the services of the
only bus link between Perth
Amboy and Keansburg.

The board is expected to
weigh the opposing testi-
mony presented during
three days of public hear-
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ings inNewark, earlier this
month at its meetingtoday,
or at its next meeting on
May 8, before making a
decision. ,

Kenneth Doukas, who owns
52 per cent of the South
Amboy firm, and his
cousins, Peter and Chris-
tépher Nicholas who each
own half of the remaining
48 per cent, contgnded in
testimony that they have
been losing money on the
bus line for years.

The co-owners claimed
there is nothing left of
the firm to pay creditors
or to pay salaries which
they owe themselves.
Doukas presented figures
showing that the company
lost $8,000 the first two
months of 1968 and thatthe
firm loses 7 to 15 cents
per passenger.

Attorneys  representing
various
served by the bus company
contended, however,
the company is in financial

{continued on page 2)
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OINS SALUTE TO U.S. MERCHANT MARINES

Mayor Peter J. Rush,
Postmaster John J, Howley,
and civic leaders joined
today ina ceremony placing
on a mail truck the 1969
National Maridme Day
Poster, which bears the
message ‘‘AmericanShips:
Freedom’s [Lifeline’” be-
neath a freight shipframed

-in a semi-circle of stars.

The special ceremony
marked the beginning of a
month - long postal truck
display of the poster, which
will also appear on U.S.
Post Office trucks through-
out the United States. The
purpose of the display is
to focus the attention of
all Americans of the im~
portance of our American
Merchant Marine,

The month of May has
traditionaily been selected
to display the poster be-
cause National Maritime
Day falls on May 22. Na-
tional Maritime Day has
been proclaimed by the
President each year since
1933, when Congress re-
quested that a special day
be set aside to honor the
American Merchant Ma-
rine, its ships and the men
who sail them. May 22 was
selected incommemoration
of the sailing of the first
trans-oceanic steamship,
the SS SAVANNAH, in 1819,

During today’s ceremony,
Mayor Rush said: ““This
poster says it well- the
American Merchant fleetIS
freedom’s lifeline. Through
out our history it linked
us with lands beyond the
seas, developing relation-
ships which have strength-
ened us all economically
and culturally. Qur mer-
chant ships, too, have made
it possible for us to extend
our military strength to
wherever it was needed.

“The American Merchant
Marine is still essential
to the maintenance of our
prosperity and our national
security, Our ships carry
Americangoods to virtually
every port of the free world.
Almost all of the military
supplies for our boys in
Southeast Asia are sent by
ship. Our ships provide
jobs and help our balance

of payments,

(K]

This Maritime Day
poster has an important
message for all of us. I
hope you will think about
it when you see the message
on the mail trucks this
month.”
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