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EMERGENCY AID SOUGHT TO
KEEP MARATHON RUNNING

A hearing on Marathon Bus
Line’s petition to discon-
tinue bus service for Bay-
shore ' residents resumed
this morning before the
state’s  Public Utilities
Commiesion in Newark
while work continued else-
where on emergency state
legisladon to aidthe failing
bus company.

Democratic Assembﬁy-
man Robert N. Wilentz of
Perth Amboy is revising
a bill, which he sponsored,
for presentation Monday.
The proposed bill, which
has already been amended
to eliminate all reference
to state funds In the actual
subsidy, would permit mu-
nicipalities and counties to
enter into contracts pay-
ing faltering bus compenies
to continue vitally needed
bus transportation.

Marathon, which provides
the only bus transportation
link between Perth Amboy
and Keansburg, announced
last month that it planned
to cease service because
it was operating at a fi-
nancial loss.

Kenneth Doukas, controll-
ing partner of Marathon,
testified last Friday before
the PUC that the company
is operating at a loss of
about 7 to 15 cents per
passenger. Perth Amboy
attorney, John E. Toolan,
representing Marathon,
contended that the company
could not afford to pay their
drivers’ salaries if all
three owners elected to
draw their own salaries, as
they arguedthe firm's right
to go out of business.

Hawever, Deputy Attorney
General Michael Mehr, who
is opposing discontinuation
of the bus line on behalf
of the pubilc, countered in
his argument that Marathon
officials had caused the
erosion of the firm until
it reached its current
weakened state by failing
to replace equipment and
generally modernize its fa-
cilities.

Testimony elicited from
Marathon’s accountant,
James  Borrelli showed
wages totalling $34,000
were owedtothe company’s
three principals, Doukas,
$15,000 and his two
cousing, Nicholas and
Peter Christopher, $7,500
each,

The firm’s records also
show both the assets and
Uabilities columns at
$25,511 totala. However,
testimony also revealed
that the company alsoowns
- roughly $70,000 in real.
property and along with the
value of the buses.

Attorneys opposing dis-
continuance indicated they
would be satisfied with
either a fare rate increase
or, a reduction in the num-
ber of runs, or a com-
bination of both to insure
. a healthy resumed opera-
tion.

But Doukas testified that
geveral variations of bus
schedules and fare hikes
in 1963 and 1966 had failed
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to alter the downward
trend. And to eliminate
non-rush hour service
would cut off half of the
firms revenues, he stated.

At today’s hearing, at-
torneys were expected to
show that Doukas and his
partners could continue to
operate under another ar-
rangement, or that they
do not deserve (0 realize
lqutdation profits from the
proposed discontinuance.

The final decision will be
made by the PUC’s Board
of Commissioners.

A court order restrain-
ing Marathon from ceasing
bus service was lifted on
April 9 by Superior Court
Judge David D. Furman
on Toolan’s assurance that
buses would continue to
run for three weeks.

Wilentz, has said he fears
Bayshore rasidents will be
left stranded if Marathon
goes out of business before
state suggestions ontrans-
portation pboblems can be
implemented.

The assemblyman wasre-

ferring to a special report
due next week from De-
partment of Transportation

{continued on page 2)
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Bloodmohile Visit
Saturday, April 26

The South Amboy Blood
Bank has issued an appeal
to city residents to respond
to the blood drive scheduled
for Saturday at the Christ
Church Memorial Hall on
Fourth Street.

The unit’s bloodmobile
will be stationed at the
hall from 10 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. to collect blood needed
to replenish the blood
bank’s supply in the wake of
last winter's influenza epi-
demic which - heavily
drained supplies through-
out the state,

According to Frank Eng-
lish, blood bank chairman,
donors are guaranteed in
writing unlimited access
to blood for themselves and
their families.
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Merchants Repeat
Sidewalk Sales

Due to last week’s in-
clement weather with its
intermittent rain, three
Broadway merchants, Ogo
penheim & Son, Green's
Men Store and Reiner’s
Hardware will this Satur-
day repeat its sidewalk
Bales.

Vic Oppenheim said there
would be many specials

offered by the three, in- .

cluding sume savings from
20% to 50%,.

Sale hours are from 9:30
a.m, to 4:30 p.m,
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SAYREVILLE MARCH Board Checks
NETS $5008.08

Thomas R, Kuberski,
Chairman of the March of
Dimes Campaign in Sayre-
ville, reports a total of
$5008.08 contributed to the
1969 March of Dimes by
residents of Sayreville,

Contributions  iIncluded:
$112,00 Special Gifts, $42,
Clubs, $106. Business &
Industry, $256. Schools,
$2568.09 Mother’s March,
$83. Coin Collectors, $751.
Mailers, $893.43 TAP{(teen
age program) and $196.56
Special Events.

Kuberski expressed his
appreciation to all who
helped conduct the cam-
paign, and to those who
¢ontributed.

Contributions to the March
of Dimes will make pos-
sible continued support by
the Middlegsex County
Chapter, to the maintai-
nence of the Special Treat-
ment Center for Birth De-
fecta at Babies Hospital in
Newark; as well as aid to
local victims of Birth De-
fects and Polio.

Regionalization

With Spotswood District

Should the voters of South
Amboy and Spotswoodelect
to reglonalize their school
districts, space problems
for South Amboy would be
permanently solved in its
high school and elementary
school by using the exist-
ing high school space for
elementary school pur-
poses. ‘

This was the conclusion
of a detailed preliminary
report presented at last
night’s Board of Education
meeting. The report had
been prepared by Eugene
S. Dobrzynski and Stewart
W. Landrum, Superintend-
ents of Schools, respec-
tively, of South Amboy and
Spotswood, after a meet-
ing last month with County
Supt. Robert Blunt.

Currently South Amboy
has it8s elementary school,
grades 1-6, on split ses-
slons while Spotswood
sends its high school stu-
dents as paying students to

South River,

The factors coneideredby
the report included a study
of present and projected
school enrollment, socio-
economic conditicns, pri-
vate school enrollments,
present school buildings
and available classrooms,
present needs of both dis-
tricts, present school debts
and municipal debts for
both communities,

Similarities in all these
areas between the two
towns indicates the feasi-
bility of regionalizing, ac-
cording to  the report,
Among-the advantages cited
are a comprehensive pro-
gram, pupll edentification
with their own high school,
an autonomous board of

Amshore installs Pupek Rd.'Hydrant

This city’s long existent
controversy, with the
builders of the Amshore
development, is coming to
a close now that a hydrant
has been installed at the
end of Pupek Road.

According to the Super-
intendent of the Board of
Public Works, Charles
Thompson, not only has the
hydrant been put in opera-
tion, but the three required
manholes on the sewer line
have alsobeen constructed.

In June of 1968, the board
and council had rescinded
the building and occupancy
permits of the builder when
he had failed to meet
certain requirements set
down in anagreemeént made
with the cityinMarch 1968.

The city withheld the in-
stallation of water meters
until the developer had
completed the building of
mandatory manholes onthe
sewerage system and in-
stalled a fire hydrant on
the end of Pupek Road.

Woodrow McCarthy, pres-
ident of the board, said
that much of the credit,
in getting these problems
resolved, goes tothe build-
ing inspector, James F.
‘Coan, who, McCarthy said,
‘‘stayed on top of this sit-
uation,’

Still another problem
faces the board, in the
Amshore area. The'board
received a letter from a
resident of this develop-
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ment complaining of an
open 32 inch storm drain.

- ““This drain presents an

unhealthy and unsafe con-
dition"”’, stated the letter.

The board will have the
city engineer, Edward
Reilly, and Thompson make
a complete survey, along
with representatives of the

(continyed on page 8)

Rat Bite Incident
Stirs Residents

Eight - year - old John
Sherry’s ordeal of under-
going painful rabies shots
ends Saturday, some 17
days after the boy was
bitten by a rat in the vi-
cinity of the George Street
playground.

The youngster’s plight
alerted city officials to a
possible health hazard in
that area and prompted the
widespread clean up of
property near the play-
ground and the spraying of
nearby catchbasins in an
attempt to exterminate the
rats.

The Sherry boy was inthe
middle of George Street,
between Pine and Feltus
Streets, wheh he wasbitten
on April 10.

Mrs. Ernest Sherry, of

414 George St., mother of _

the boy, however, obgerved
last night that officials of
the Raritan River Rail-
road still had not taken
steps to clean up their
property which abuts this
land, as they had promised
last week.

But South Amboy’s Health
Ingpector Patrick Vona

-»~4continued on page 2)

D

[ ]

education, a good size high
school for the future, and
state aid incentive for a
ten year period.

While regionalization
would provide Spotawood
with an articulated pro-
gram for grades K-12, it
would also mean that
neither district would have
to consider another solu-
tion for its high school
pupils. According to the
report, regionalization
would be the most feasi-
ble move in terms of cost,
security and educational
advantages. Both Dobrzyn-

ski and Landrum felt there
would be no lasting dis-
advantages in regionaliz-
ing.

The alternatives to re-
gilonalizing include having
each district build its own
highschool with Ilimited
curriculum offerings, con-
tract for a pupil sending-
receiving relationship be-
tween two districts, con-
solidation which offers no
incentive aid fromthe state
and seeking another school
district for a pupil send-
ing-receiving relationship

{continued on page 2)

Board Checking Costs of Modular Units

The Board of Education,
working to eliminate split
sessions in the elementary
school for
school year, last night pre-
sented costs of buying or
renting modular school
units from three compan-
ies.

The standardized rooms,
24 by 36 feet, can be pur-
chased or leased over a
five year period. Priceson
a 10-unit complex -would
lease for $33,127 per year
from the Farley - Nixon
Company, sales represen-
tatives for Designed Fa-
cilities, a subsidiary of
Kaiser Aluminum, or could
be purchased for $162,388.
The lease price, for a year,
from Educational Industri-
al Facilities would be
$62,970 while the purchase
price would be $209,900.
Another firm® Multiplex
Structures, gave a pur-
chase price of $164,500
but no lease price. The
board will inspect modular
units installed by the latter
company in Burlington in
the near future.

Because of the variation
in lease and purchase
prices, the board plans to
meet with the Mayor and
Council to discuss a so-
lution.

TEACHERS HIRED

Three teachers were
hired for the 1969-70
school year. Theyare Miss
Marlene A. Przychodny for
the high school, at a salary
of $6800; Frederick Hansen
for the elementary school,
at a salary of $7150; and
Thomas Magielnicki for the
high school, at a salary of

the 1969-70

$6800.

A contract for school gup-
plies was awarded to the
J.L. Hammett Ca. for a
net total of $3787.70.

Bids for milk and fuel
will be received and opened
at the May 28 meeting.

- - -

Hospital Expansion
Plans Underway

Plans for the expansion
of South Amboy Memorial
Hospital with funds provi-
ded in a $700,000 federal
grant are expected to be
pushed forward Monday
when the hospital’s Board
of Directors holds its reg-
ular monthly meeting,

The session follows a
hectic two weeks which saw
concerned area legislators
and civic and industrial
leaders travel to Trenton
with petitions bearing
30,000 signatures of Bay-
shore residents, protesting
the threatened closing of

- the only hospitalin Middle~

sex County south of the

Raritan River, and walk
away with the grant.

News of the passible
forced closing spreadafter
the hospital officials an-
nounced the facility had
been denied a rating by the
Regional Health Facilities
Planning Council and after
the same council rejected
the hospital’s badly need-
ed expansion program.

Rejection was attributed
to the selection of a poor
site, hastily prepared and
financially inadequate
{continued on page 8|

MUSIC FESTIVAL AT ST. MARY'S

The Polish Group practice to lend music and dance to
“Travel through Dance and Music’’. This pertormance
will take place April 24 at 4 p.m. and April 25 and 26
at 8:15 p.m. in Monsignior Griffin Auditorium at Saint
Mary’s High School, South Amboy,

Seated left to right; Nora Carroll, Robert Bogdarski,
Carol Michalsky; Standing, left to right; Susan Coan,
Donna Thompson, Dawn Wisniewsk! and Donna Tiedeman.
Also, Joanne Sprinblood and Linda Lane vocalist at the

mike,

Fy

(story on page 2}






