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Our Hospital Gets OK For Expansion Plus $700,000
DAVID & GOLIATH EPISODE REPEATS

HOSPITAL SUPPORT - On Monday a delegation of
area residents and hospital officials met with Governor
Richard J. Hughes and presented a petition of 30,000
signatures, in support of the South Amboy Memorial
Hospital's expansion plans.

Gov. Hughes is seen above as he addressed the

MONDAY - Shown with Gov. Richard J. Hughes in
his office Monday, are William Kurtz, who arranged
the meeting, Eugene J. Nieto, hospital administrator,
and Roger Buckalew, assistant hospital administrator.
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A week ago the South Am-
boy Memorial Hospital
faced possible closing,
when its request for expan-
sion was rejected by the
Regional Health Facilities
Planning Council.On Tues-
day, after meeting with the
N.J. State Hospital Ad-
visory Council inTrenton,
the hospital received ap-
proval for expansion plus
an award of at least
$700,000 in federal grants
available through the Hill-
Burton funds. This is 30%
of the $2.5 million funds
available to New Jersey
institutions.

Commenting on the spon-
taneous response of both
the public and officials in
rallying to the hospital's
call for support, Roger
Buckalew, assistant hospi-
tal administrator, said he
was "personally thrilled
at the Advisory Council's
decision, when all along
we knew we had a bona-
fide program. It's a good
feeling to know that you can
go to thehighest authority
in your government and to
the people and receive a
fair and just hearing and
decision."

Buckalew said.the coun-
cil's decision could be at-
tributed to "so many
things, and it would be
unjustifiable at this time
to name nameHk." He said
a release from Hospital
Administrator Eugene J.
Nieto and Daniel Zack,
president of the hospital's
Boasd of Governors, would
be issued shortly thanking
all the people involved.

Tuesday's meeting with
the state advisory council
and Commissioner Lloyd
McCorkle of the Dept. of
Institutions and Agencies,
was attended by Nieto,
Buckalew, Ignatius Spina
of the Board of Governors,
Dr. C. Hoffman, immediate
pasc Chief of Staff at the
hospital, Dr. Severio Am-
broisio, Chief of the hospi-
tal's Dept. of Medicine,
Mayor MaryKerrofSayre-
ville and Mayor P. Joseph
Rush of South Amboy. Un-
able to be present was May-
or Spiros Columbus . of
Madison Township.
Mayor Kerr, saying that

the hospital "was definitely
needed in the area," pre-
sented McCorkle and the
council with a petition of
30,000 names.'

(.OVLRNOR'S OH-'U:r. - Roger Mucknlew, assistant
hospital administrator, and l-.um.-nu Nieto, hospital ad-
administrator, aiv seen in conference with Alan Karcher,
i he governor's secretary.

COUNCIL MELTING - Among those who attended Tues-
day's meeting of the State Advisory Council on behalf
of the South Amboy Memorial Hospital were, left to
right, Henry Tompkins, Ignatius Spina, Assemblymen
John Fay and Robert Wilentz, both D-Middlesex County,
and Roger Buckalew.

INDUSTRY'S VILWS - Presenting area industry's views
on maintaining South Ambuy hospital facilities are Henry
Tompkins, second from left, of Hercules Powder Co.,
shaking hands with Alan Karcher, the governor's
secretary. At the left are Roger Buckalew and at the
right, Ignatius Spina of the hospital's Board of Governors.

GOVENOR IMPRESSED
WITH RESPONSE

Governor Richard J.
Hughes, who had received.
a hospital delegation at a
meeting Monday in which
the petitions had also been
presented, said, "many
people have been in touch
with me on the situation"
and that he was "appalled"
at the regional council's
decision. The governor
told Nieto, "We are not
going to close any hospital,
big or little, in New Jer-
sey." »

While having no legal
functions, the Regional
Health Facilities Planning
Council is a private, vol-
untary planning group, held
in esteem by some hospi-
tal administrators, Buck-

alew said.
Alan Karcher, the gov-

ernor's secretary, said
Monday that "the state's
findings contradicted the
regional council's findings
in several ways." The
council's rejection had

Continued on Page 8

WARNING .

Eugana J. Niato, administrator
of tha South Amboy Mamonal
Hospital, has issued a warning
against unauthorized solicitors
who hava aliagadly b««n asking
for funds for th« hospital.

Mr. Ntato amphasizad that tha
hospital has not issued any author-
ization for fund collecting at this
tima.
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COUNCIL PROMISES ENFORCEMENT
OF TEEN CURFEW ORDINANCE

Ordination Ceremony To Be Held In Canada

When a petition, contain-
* ing about 50 signatures,

was p r e s e n t e d to the
council at l a s t Tuesday
night's meeting asking for
a solution to the problems
created by children hanging
around the corner of
Stevens Ave. and Second
St., Councilman Frank
Zebro asked, "What hap-
pened to that 11 p.m. cur-
few ordinance we had?"
"We should make that

curfew law work," said the
councilman, adding,"Let's
apprehend the violators of
this ordinance and bring
them into court."
A contingent of ladies,

representing the signers of
the petition, told the council
that gangs of young hood-
lums w e r e making the
neighborhood of Second and
Stevens Sts. "an unfit place
to live." They Justified this
remark by informing the
council that an old estab-
lished family of Second St.
is being forced to sell their
house because of intoler-
able conditions."

The women stated that
these conditions consist of
"blowing of car horns, at
all hours of the night; beer
parties; verbal, and some-
times, physical abuse in the
form of damaged property;
and the racing of car
e n g i n e s and squealing
tires."

When asked if the offend-
ers were local or out-of-
town kids, the ladles were
very positive in t h e i r
claim, "they're our own
kids, not out of-towners."

The council referred this
complaint to Mayor P.
Joseph Rush as a police
matter, and he informed
them that the local police
department consists of four
shifts of four men each. He
promised to confer with
Chief Edward O'Leary in
order to revise the police
schedule and to come up
with a, solution to t h i s
problem..

The ladies were of the
opinion that the culprits
had no respect for the law
and that the police officers
should use nightsticks on a
couple of them. The mayor
explained that this action
was against the law. "We
must abide by the law",
said Rush, "we must have
the cooperation of the
parents. They should con-
trol their children."

The mayorcontined,"The
police are not babysitters.
We can't have a cop on
every corner. This is im-
possible."
It was at this point that

Zebro mentioned the 11
p.m. curfew. The women
felt that 11 is too late,
and that it should be a
10 p.m. curfew. The council
will consider amending the
curfew ordinance to read
10 instead of 11.

BIDS FOR TRUCK

In other business, the
council passed a resolu-
tion authorizing the adver-
tisement for bids on two
new trucks. One truck is a
dump truck and the other a
pick-up type with a
spreader. This resolution
is printed elsewhere in this
issue of the CITIZEN.

A resolution authorizing
the erection of No Parking
signs on the Portia St.
ramp to Highway 35 was
also passed. Mayor Rush
explained that people park-
ing on this ramp are in
violation of a state statute
and although tickets are
being issued to the of-
fenders, he felt it only
fair to have these signs,
posted. ' \

Two other resolutions,
passed by the council, pro-
vide for a works hour
schedule for the city em-
ployees, and an accident
control program for all
city departments.
Ordinance No. 817, autho-

rizing the pruchase of a
new streetsweeper and
providing for the issuance
of $14,250 in bonds to fi- *
nance it, was passed on
first reading. This ordi-
nance is printed, in full,

elsewhere in this issue of
the CITIZEN:
In a letter to the mayor

and council City Engineer
Edward C. Reilly reported
that the vacant, city-owned
property adjacent to the
sewage plant could be used
as a parking area by com-
muters at an approximiate
expenditure of $1500 for
paving.
This report is a result

of the council's request
to investigate the parking
problem caused by com-
muters. Sgt. James Ted-
esco, Traffic Officer of
South Amboy, had included
the possibility of using this
area, along with removing
the parking ban on Mason
Ave.

The council had applied
to the state for permission
to allow angle parking on
lower John St. but, in the
words of the mayor, "we
expect this to be turned
down." C o u n c i l m a n
O'Leary informed the
council that a survey shows
there are 49 children, 47
cars, and 17 driveways in
the block of lower John St.
The 17 driveways provide
parking space for 27 cars
leaving only 20 locally
owned cars on the street.
This, according to the
councilman, shows that the
problems of parking are
G t r i c t l y c o m m u t e r -
induced.

The American Legion
Auxiliary, in a letter sent
by its secretary, Mrs. El-
izabeth Smith, requested
permission to have the
week of May 23-30 set
aside as Poppy Sale Week.
Permission was granted,
pending approval of the pol-
ice department.
The Protection Fire Co.

notified the council that
James Darcy of 131 Rose-
well St. has been named
a member of that company
to fill the vacancy caused
by the resignation of Rob-
ert DeJoy. O'Leary and
Zebro endorsed the action
of the fire company.

BUS HEARING

Councilman Al Sorren-
tino, in his remarks to the
council, informed them that
Assemblyman Robert Wil-
entz "assured me he would
do everything possible to
maintain the service of the
Marathon Bus Line."

The councilman then
called upon the city attor-
ney, John Mullane for a
report of the meetings that
are taking place between
phe bus line and the Pub-
lic Utilities Commission,
meetings that will hope-
fully resolve the knotty
problem posed by Mara-
thon's threat to go out of
business.
According to Mullane, a

hearing was held last Fri-
day in Newark and several
people attended who are
opposed to the proposed
action of the bus company.
He stated that there has
not been enough time to
examine the figures, sub-
mitted by the company, that
purportedly show the com-
pany is losing money in
its operation.

The city attorney also
stated that the company did
not follow the correct pro-
cedure in announcing its
intent to disband its busi-
ness. Under PUC laws,
there are proper proce-
dures to follow when aband-
oning a franchise such as
the one held by the Mara-
thon Company.
Mullne reported that the

company officials said the
company is going out of

. business regardless of any
\. rulings by the court or the

PUC:
Hearings on this matter

will continue again next
Friday in Newark.

IXLL's,

104 N. MOAOWAY
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In response to a number
of recent complaints on
rats, Zebro announced that
an extensive effort will be
made by the city_extermin-
ator to rid the town of
the rodents. He advises
that anyone having diffi-
culty contacting the local
Health Department offi-
cials call 442-2666, the
Middlesex County Health
Center.
O'Leary pointed out the

importance of"Councilman
Al Clark's recent efforts
to prohibit dumping of gar-
bage and debris, especially
on dead-end streets. To
further this drive against
the accumulation of rat-
breeding places, Zebro re-
ceived permission to hire
an extra truck and driver
to assist the city truck in
the pickup of trash. The
councilman had earlier an-
nounced plans for the year-
ly clean-up drive to start
next month, but, owing to
the existing emergency, he
informed the council that
next trash pickups will
start on Monday, April 21.
Council President Fred

Henry expressed his con-
fidence in the Board of
Education's ability to solve
existing school problems.
"The Board is sincere in
their efforts to help the
school children and also
the taxpayers of South Am-
boy," he said. Henry also
told the council that by
keeping relations between
the council and board "at
a low pitch," things will
work out to the satisfaction
of all.
In announcing the first

meeting of the newly
formed charter study
group, Henry stressed the
importance of having a gov-
erning body that will be
directly responsible to the
people, which we don't
have today,"
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FATHER MESZAROS

On Saturday afternoon,
April 19, His Excellency
Joseph A. Plourde, Arch-
bishop of Ottawa, will or-
dain James J. Meszaros,
a Capuchin, to the priest-
hood. The ordinatiofr cere-
mony will take place in St.
Francis of Assisi Church in
Ottawa, Canada. Father
Meszaros is a member of
Sacred Heart Parish in
South Amboy, of which Rt.
Rev. Msgr. WalterUrbanik
is Pastor.

Father M e s z a r o s re-
ceived his early education
at Sacred Heart Gram me r
School. Upon graduation
from Harold C. Hoffman
High School in 1957,he was
employed at the Amboy-
Madison National Bank of
South Amboy. Embarking
upon his studies for the
priesthood, he attended the
School of St. Philip Neri
for Delayed Vocations in
Boston, Mass. Entering the
Capuchin Franciscans, he
completed h i s novitiate
year at ̂ St. Conrad's Friary
in Annapolis, Md. Two
y e a r s of philosophical
studies were made at St.
Mary's M o n a s t e r y in
Herman, Pa. followed by
two more years of college
work at St. Lawrence Sem-
inary in Beacon, N.Y. For
his teological s t u d i e s
Father attended Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Semi-
nary in Geneva, N.Y., St.
Bernard's Seminary in
Rochester, N.Y. and at
present is completing his
studies at St. Paul's Uni-
versity in Ottawa, Canada.

Father will return to South
Amboy on May 11 where he
will preside at a Concele-
brated Mass of Thanks-
giving at 4 p.m. in Sacred
Heart Church, Washington
Ave.

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

Fish Dinner sponsored
the Rainbow Girls will
held on Friday, April

1969 at the Masonic
Temple 268 Main St. Take
out orders from 4 to 5:30
p.Tn., serving from 5:30 to
7:30 p.m.

A
by
be
18,

The St. Mary's Grammar
School P.T.A. will hold a
cake sale on Sunday, April
27th, after all Masses be-
ginning with the 7 o'clock
outside the church.

Edward Downs, Captain of
Protection Engine Co. No.l
announced that its monthly
meeting will be held Fri-
day, April 18, 1969 at 8:00
p.m. at the firehouse.

CARTOON FESTIVAL
AT LOCAL LliRARY

Miss Sadie Dowdell, li-
brarian, has announced the
presentation of a cartoon
festival to be shown at the
South Amboy Free Public
Library on April 26, at 1:30
p.m.
Children of all ages are

invited. '

NEW CITY HALL GROUND-
BREAKING CEREMONIES he ld
Saturday morning at the Broadway
site brought local dignitaries into
action. Shown above are Council
President Fred Henry, Mayor P.
Joseph Rush, Councilman William

O'Leary and architect Frederick
Fisher. The building, a two-story
structure located on the old YMCA
property will house the police de-
partment and all the city agencies.
The cost of the project is estimated
at $520,000.

Every night
after lZwe hold a
Special Sale.

Eastern Time Zone Central Time Zone Mountain Time Zone Pacific Time Zone

AAer midnight when most other places are closed,
our special midnight-to-seven rates are in effect. Call
from New Jersey to any other state in the continental
U.S.A., except Alaska, and talk three minutes for75f!
or less, plus tax. These special after-midnight rates
apply to all station-to-station calls diated directly
from non-<coin phones. »

Who's up at midnight? Lots of people. After all,
when it's 12 here, it's only 9 o'clock on the West Coast.

So if you're a night owl, why not take advantage of
our special midnight sate and make a call tonight?

New Jersey Bed
fmtHm ttoim«fc M tyttm




