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~ BRENNAN QUESTIONS COUNCIL
ON SCHOOL SITUATION

~each

i

James Brennan, president
of the newly-formed South

‘Amboy Civic Assoclation,

questioned the city council
regarding the school prob-
lems of this city at last
Tuesday night's council
meeting.

Brennan informed the
council that the SACA is a
group of people viully in-
terested in all the prob-
lems of the city, and, es-
pecially, those concerning
the schools. He then pro-
ceeded to read from a list
of prepared questions,
starting off with, ““Doesthe
Council recognize the need
for a new school?”’

Presjdent of the Council
Fred Henry replied, ‘‘We
realize that something
should be done, regarding
the school. We know that
the Board (of Education)
is having meetings anddis-
cussing the possibility of
either going into regional-
fzation or busing the chil-
dren to another schooldis-
trict,”

Brennan then asked,
‘““When does the city plan
to start the school?’’ Henry
answered him with, ““Unul
the Board hasexhaustedall
studies and possibilities of

.regionalizationand/or bus-

ing, no date can be set.
Even then, it will be a long
time."”’

Mayor Rush interjected,
“‘Before we can decide on
a building, if it comes to
that, we must first decide
on a site before plans can
be made."”’

Brennan’s next question,
‘““What is your view on
sites‘ after reading the

- state’s opinion, as statedin

their letter of a few weeks
ago?’’, referred to the flat
rejection of the city hall
site, and the state's
reluctance to approvethe
construction of a high
school on the Veterans

Field site.”’

Henry and Rush both
pointed out that the state’s
attitude leaves much to be
desired in that the state is
not informed as to the tax
structure of this city and
other problems facing the
city. Rush reiterated his
stand on the landfiil area
by saying,
has to be for industry, if
we are to survive, If we
give the landfill to the
Board of Education for a
school, where will be put
ratables?”’

At this point, Brennanre-
minded the council that
year construction
costs are increasing, add-
ing, ‘*You're kidding the

taxpayer if youthink prices

aren’t going up. You're
kidding the people about the
landfill. You won’t get in-
dustry until you improve
the schools of South
Amboy.”

Brennan’s next question,
‘“Do you approve of the
usage of modular units?’’,
brought this reply from
Henry, ‘‘Regionalization
isn’t a very popular word

*“The ' landfill

around South Amboy, but,
all professional educators
agree that this is the ‘only
solution for a city of our
size to give the children
a broad education. Until
this happens, perhaps the
modular units could be a
temporary stopgapinelim-
inating split sessions.”

Brennan then stated,
‘““Check on the costs of
those units, they will cost
$50,000 each. If you want
to know about them, feel
free to ask me.”

The council told Brennan
that the school board had
information regarding the
modular units and they (the
council) felt that there was
a biﬁ discrepancy in Bren-
nan's estimate and the re-
ported figure of about
$20,000.

In his comments, Coun-
cilman Zebro admitted that
he had, at one ‘time,
‘““figured- South Amboy
could take care of its own,
but now, after studying this
problem with an openmind,
and being strictly objective
about it, Ifeel that regiona-~
lization is the best thing
for our children and what’s
best for them is what I'm
for."

In other business, Henry
announced that the bids for
the construction of the new
city hall, had been rejected
and that new bids would be
accepted on the meeting
night of February 18. He
also announced a special
meeting would be held on
February 10 for the pre-
sentation of the city budget
to the public.

EX-CHIEF DiPOALO
ISSUES 1968
FIRE REPORT

The following fire report
was submitted by Ex-Chief
John T. DPiPoalo pf the
Sayreville Fire Depart-
ment for the year 1968:

Morgan Hose & Chemical
Co. 143 fires; Engine Com-
‘pany #1 197 fires; Mel-
rose & President Park 230
fires;” . Total 570 fires

House Fires 89; Indus-
trial, Commercial, School
Fires 49; Brush Fires 316;
‘Car & Truck Fires 6S5;
Misc. & Drills 51; General
Alarms 10; Fatalities 1;

Peterson Pharmacy

Tol. PArkway 1-0137
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Modura's and Arky’s
Closed for the Dey
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Main Liquor Store
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KURTZ HEADS Former Mayor Opens CPA' Office

SCHOOL BOARD

WILLIAM M. KURTZ

William M. Kurtz was
elected president of the
South Amboy Board of Edu-
cation at their reorganiza-
tion meeting last Monday.
Stanley Kovaleski is the
new vice-president. Also
present at this meeting was
Vincent Higgins, who was
named on January 1 by
Mayor P, Joseph Rush to
a five-year term. Mr.
Higgins had been a board
member in 1950 but when
he was named to the city
council to fill the unexpired
term of Woodrow McCar-
thy, he resigned from the
Board of Educhtion.

A native of South’ Amboy,
Mr. Kurtz is the son of
State Legislative Budget
Director William Kurtz and
Mrs. Kurtz, who now reside
in Cranbury.

. A graduate of Lafayette

College, Mr. Kurtz served
in the U, S. Marine Corps
and is a captain In the
Marine Corps Reserve. A
former business teacher at
Hoffman High School, he is
the president of Miller-
Kurtz, Inc., insurance a-
gencies in Seuth Amboy.
and Madison Township. He
is the vice-president of the
Middlesex County Indepen-
dent Insurance Agencies
Association. '

A past president of the
South Amboy Lions Club,
he is also a member of the
Junior Order of United A-
merican Mechanics and is

a senior warden of Christ

Episcopal Church.

He and his wife, the for-
mer Lucille Braun, are the
parents of four sons:
William, Jeffrey, Glennand
Eric. Theolderboys, Will-
iam and Jefirey, are
students in the South Amboy
Elementary School.

In other business, Kova-
leski and Joseph Keenan
were named to the Boardof
School Estimate. They will
serve on this board with
council members Frederic
Henry
Leary.

The South Amboy Trust
Co. and the Amboy-Madi-
son National Bank were
named official depositories
for school funds, and the
South Amboy CITIZEN was
named official newspaper.

The board will continue to
hold their regular meetings
on the fourth Wednesday of
the month.

J. J. Harrigan Co., Inc.
— Rea) Estate & Insurance —

1260 Rt. 9, South Amboy
‘ Phone 721-7600
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Rusesll Stover Candies
132 N, Broadway PA 1-01¥

and William O -

After two years of retire-
ment and a subsequent as-
socfation with a real
estate - insurdnce firm,
former South Amboy May-
or Thorvald E. Olsen has
now opened an office in the
South Amboy Trust Com-
pany- for the practice of
public accounting.

Born in Denmark, Mr.
Olsen  graduated from
Perth Amboy High School
and received a B.C.S. de-
gree from New York Uni-
versity. He 18 both a Cer-
tiffed Public Accountant
and Registered Municipal
Accountant in the state of
New Jersey and 1s a mem-
ber of the N. J. Soclety
of C.P.A.'s and the Amer-
fcan Institute of Account-
ants.

Local Serviceman
Receives Citations

. SGT. ROBERT W. RYAN

Robert W, Ryan, son of
Mr. and Mrs. William B,
Ryan, 276 Stevens Ave.,
South Amboy, was pro-
moted recently to the rank
of sergeant in Vietnam.
To date, Sgt. Ryan has
received the following ci-

tations: the Combat In-
fantry Badge; the Army
Commendation Medal;

Vietnamese Service Medal
and Campaign Ribbon; the
Purple Heart; and the
Presidential Citation,

Sgt. Ryan entered the
-Army on September 7, 1967
and took his basic training

(Continued on Page 2)

THORVALODO E. OLSEN

In the early 30’s he served
as senior  accountant,
comptroller and office
manager for the Joseph J.
Seaman & Co., Perth Am-
boy and the Kuebler Brew-
ing Co. Easton, Pa. After
serving as regional audi-
tor for the N, J. Unemploy-
ment Compensation Com-
mission in Newark, he
served as city auditor in
Waterbury, Conn. From
1944 to 1951 he was a
limited partner with the
Seaman firm and has been
controller for a number of
other firms. .

In 1968, after two years
of retirement, he joined
Wilck & Co., realtors,

Mr. Olsen is a member
of the Rotary Club, and
during his residence in New
Jersey, served for six
years as secretary of the
South Amboy Rotary.

He has been married since
1927 to Irene Celestine
Meinzer, daughter of Fran-
cis and Mary (Crine) Mein-
zer of South Amboy.

SPECIAL NOTICE

Council President Fred
Henry has announced that
a special meeting of the
city council will be held
on the evening of February
10 for the purpose of pre-
senting the budget of the
city of South Amboy to the
public. The meeting will
begin at 8 p.m,

Letters To The Editor -

Dear Sir:

Now that the State Department of Education has failed
to approve the City Hall property as the site of a new

~high school, it would appear that there is no logical

.excuse for building a new City Hall,

The taxpayers of South Amboy should be aware of
just what the Board of Education will be confronted
with in its determination of-the course it should follow
concerning a new high school building.

South Amboy is entirely too small to go it alone in
the construction and operation of a new high school,
and on the other hand if the Board decides to send its
pupils to another school district, the cost of educatio
will undoubtedly increase. It would seem, therefore,

that the most pruden

ep that it might take would be

to join with other municipalities in the creation of a
Regional High School System. As of this time the
Board can boast that its school system is the most
economically operated in the county on a per student
basig-~in contrast td the fact that otherwise the cost
of operation of our local government per capita,is
the third most costly within the county,

As to another matter, South Amboy is also too small
to afford the treatment- of its sewage on its own, con-
sidering the cost. of modernizing the present plant to
really bring it ‘‘up-to-date”. I hope the taxpayers will
join with the county and provide a. modern and new
facility, and thereby avoid the vast expenditure that is
presently involved and which will be required from
time to time hereafter, ip upgrading our present faci-
lity as new methods and procedures develop.

Very truly youts,
(s) William Kurtz, Sr.

Mayor Questions

Board Members’
[ ] [ ] [N §]

Eligibility

‘‘As the Mayor of this
city, it ig my duty and ob-
ligation to report to the
people of South Amboy that
there are members of the
Board of Education, now
serving, who are not eli-
gible to be on this Board."”

with this preface, Mayor
Joseph P, Rush, in his re-
marks to the council last
Tuesday night, dropped his
bombshell-like statement
that, ‘‘certain members of
that board have close rela-
tives working in the public
schools of South Amboy,
and this, in my opinion,
is a conflict of interest
I feel that these members,
should resign from the
Board of Education.””

At the time of his state-
ment, Rush did not name the
members in question, but,
later he informed the press
that Frederic Reese, Stan-
ley Kowaleski and Joseph
Keenan were the ones he
had in mind.

The relatives of the three
named members currently
employed by the board are:
Mrs. Lousita Reese, wife
of the former bhoard presi-
dent, who heads the art
department at Hoffman
High School, and currently
on sick leave recuperating
from a hip injury; Mrs.
Frances Keenan, Keenan's *
wife, a parttime remedial
reading teacher; and John
Kowaleski, Kovaleski's
brother, who 18 a member
of the physical education
department at Hoffman
High School.

The mayor also took this
occasion to praise Council-
man Frank Zebro for his
efforts to assist the elder
citizens of South Amboy by
seeking to alleviate their
housing problems, The
councilman, in the past,
has been active in trying,
to obtain Federal funds for
the building of an apartment
for elder citizens, on the
site of the former Methé-
dist church property on
John St.

Rush informed the council
that he is personally going
to see the legislators in
Trenton in order to find out
whether or not it would be.
possible to increase the tax
exemption, of retired peo-
ple, from $80 to $140,

The council passed a re-

" solutiomfixing the vacation

schedule of city employes..
This resolution will pro-
vide a two-week vacation
for employees of one toten
years employment; three
week for employees of 10.
to 20 years employment
and four weeks for employ-
ees. with 20 to more years
of seniority,

In  another resolution
passed by the council, the.
city will receive the ger-
vice of the Public Health
Coordinator of the county
who will be the general
agent for thek:nforcement
of the town’s‘sanitary or-
dinances and health laws .
of the state. This service
will cost South Amboy one
dollar a year.

A third resolution, passed
by the council, named
Franklin English to suc-
ceed himself on the Hous-
ing Authority for another
term of five years.

Rush thanked Council
President Fred Henry for
serving as acting mayor
during Rush’s prolonged
iliness, and added his con-

"(Continued on Page 2)






