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Letters To The Editor
To the Editor!

This is in answer to the letters these past few weeks
in' regard to our local volunteer fire department. These
letters all seem to have one theme, that Is, criticism
of die people who have spoken out in regard to the
fire-department's request for -a new truck.

My husband is a dedicated fireman and I thank God
that there are many men like him in our local fire
department. Most of the people in South Amboy are
aware of the loyalty of these men, and therefore I
cannot understand the letters complaining about people
criticizing the firemen. I have reread the past year's
Issues of the . CITIZEN and have not been able to find
one statement where our firemen have been personally
attacked.

I, myself, have questioned the purchase of a Snorkel
fire truck. I agree with Councilman-at- Large Fred
Henry that this is "irresponsible spending" at this
time. Considering all the other expenditures this city
Will be undertaking in the near future, we will be taxed
right out of existence.

A sour taste is left in my mouth due to the fact that
no one can voice their opinion in this town in the way
of suggestions or constructive criticism without being
personally attacked. Who do you people think you are
when you say 1 have no voice in how MY tax money is
spent? In case you did not know It, the fire departments
in South Amboy are supported by the local taxpayer.
Every South Amboy citizen should have a voice in any
matter brought before the City Council. Every South
Amboy citizen should feel free to voice their objections
or approval on any issue brought before the City
Council. It is about time more people let their voices
be heard as they have in other communities. If you
read your newspapers you will find other towns have
tbeir controversial arguments also. People are sick
and tired of just sitting back and letting things take
their course. Freedom of speech is one of our most
prized possessions in these United States, are we to
be denied this in the city of South Amboy?

s/s Virginia Stillwagon

To the editor:
May I present the following as an open letter to the

taxpayers of this city?
, At the last council meeting, bids were received for a

new cky hall. I suppose most everyone was surprised
or shocked to read the article after all the discussion and
the priority of a new Bchool. I believe the mayor and
council acted too hastily in the above. They should wait
and give the taxpayers a chance to get their breath after
they get the cost of a "new high school" and what taxes
per $100 assessed valuation will be. Recently I was
visiting some friends in a town many times larger than
South Amboy where they have three or four 40-room
high schools and proposed another high school with a
bond issue and school building to be voteU on. They
printed a large sheet and distributed it to all residents
showing what the taxes would be for every $5000 (up
to $100,000) assessed valuation.

For a long time there has been a lack of long-range
planning for schools and a lack of coordination or cooper-
ation between the school board and the mayor and council,
for some unknown reason.

We had the Fourth St. school which contained eight fine
classrooms plus an assembly hall and eight old, original
school rooms (where I attended school) that could have
been modernized, giving the school system 16 well-
lighted and large classrooms, but the city saw fit to
tear It down. No use crying over spilled milk, as they
say, but just a reminder.

The city purchased, I believe from the PRR, the
Stevensdale tract which was one of the finesf locations
in N. J. for a high school with plenty of room for all
kinds of baseball, football or any other kind of athletic
fields. But what happened? The governing body sold
sand and gravel off the tract and laid it out in building
lots and streets. Where are we today going to find suitable
ground for a high school with approximately 30 acres?

Most people don't realize how large a tract of 30 acres
is. It would be a piece bf ground, say starting at Bor-
dentown Ave. and Stevens Ave. to Broadway and extending
along Broadway to Agusta St., up to Stevens Ave. and
back to Bordentown Ave. These are not actual measure-
ments but assuming there are 5 acres per block plus the
streets. This is just given to give some idea of the amount
of ground the State Dept. of Education recommends. What
do the larger towns or cities that don't have the property
do?

In closing, I hope the mayor and council will use good
judgement and hold up on the city hall until the -school
question has been decided. '

/ s / F. F. Hartmann
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HOSPITAL DISPLAY - The South
Amboy Hospital, in cooperation with
the Middlesex County Heart Assn's
first annual display, at the Green-
brier Restaurant in No. Brunswick,
demonstrated the use of the car-
diograph.

Shown above are (1-r) James A.
Ryan, hospital chief engineer; Mrs.
Kathleen M. Burns, assistant ad-
ministrator; and Mrs. Theodore
Clausen, E. C. G. technician.

KOMARS ATTEND
SERVICES FOR

FORMER ASSOCIATE
Sidney and Herman Ko-

mar attended funeral ser-
vices in St. Joseph, Mo.
on January 24, for the late
Frank J. (Bud) Kilfoyle,
74, of St. Joseph.
A native of that city, Mr,

Kilfoyle had, until his re-
tirement in 1967, been as-
sociated for 35 years with
Charles Komar & Sons,
living with the Komar fam-
ily for many years at
Shrewsbury. He had re-
turned to St. Joseph in
January, 1968.
The son of the late John

M. and Mary Brennen, he
had also survived two sis-
ters, the Misses Theresa
and Catherine Kilfoyle.

Continued on page 2.

Sayreville Savings
Enjoys Banner Year

Herman J. Smith, Presi-
dent, recently announced
that Sayreville Savings had
completed a banner year.
Assets increased by almost
a m i l l i o n dol la r s —
$958,246.40 to be exact.
Savings accounts increased
by $869,700.00. Mortgages
granted during the year
totaled 70, with an aggre-
gate amount loaned of
$1,165,830. Deposits at the
Madison Township Branch
Office in Madison Town-
ship exceeded the $1 mil-
lion mark for the first
time.

The Association a l s o
passed another milestone
when it raised its dividend

Continued on page 2.

Mothers' March
Chairman

Mrs. John F. Connors was
appointed Mothers' March
Chairman in South Amboy
by March bf Dimes Chair-
man, Albert Sorrentino.
A housewife and the

mother of three children,
Mrs. Connors is the wife
of former councilman John
F. Connors. They reside
at 234 David Street. She
is a member of St. Mary's
Grammar School P.T.A.

This is Mrs. Connors'
second year as Mothers
March Chairman in South
Amboy. "We are concerned
with a happier life for every
child" she said. We intend
to share our concern with
others in South Amboy. We
feel certain that everyone

Continued on page 2.

\

'LET THERE
BE LIGHT'

After too many years of
negotiating with the county
and state, South Amboy is
finally going tohavehi-way
lights alorig the "Pennsy
Right-of-Way". Superin-
tendent Charles Thompson,
of the local Board of Public
Works, has announced the
immediate installation of
15 - lights, each having
11,000 lumens to be placed
along the old hi-way35, or,
lower Main St., between
Briggs' and Abe Korb's.

According to Thompson,
Jersey Central Power and
Light Co. will begin to work
on th is pro jec,t within a very
short time. Cost to the city
will amount to $1,182 per
year. It Is hoped that the
Illumination of this section
of the city will help to pre-
vent accidents, vandalism,
littering and crime.

In the bidding for chemi-
cal supplies, needed by the

' city, the P. H. Doremus
Chemical Co. of Paterson,
was the successful bidder
for an estimated 40,000
pounds of liquid chlorine
at a price of $11.80 per
hundred weight. Charles
Schaffer & Sons Inc., of
Elizabeth, had bid $12.50
per hundred, as did the
American Oil and Supply
Co. of Newark.

The only bidder for the
ccustic soda used by the
cJ-/, an estimated 40,000
pounds, was the Kramer
Chemical Company of Clif-
ton. Their price bid was
$2.88 per hundred, a reduc-
tion of 2£ from last year's
figure.
In other business, the

Board announced that they
will meet with the*city
council next Friday night
in order to work on the
yearly budget.

The Board also passed a
resolution authorizing the
city engineer, Edward
Reilly, to prepare bids for
the altitude valve needed on
the Conlogue Ave. stand-
pipe. This valve will help
to regulate the flow and
balance of water between
the water systems of
Sayreville and South Amboy
when the near-completed
joint water project is in
service.
A certified check for the

amount of $855, from Am-
shore Realty Co., was re-
ceived by the Board. This

. check was made out to Mr.
Adam Sadowski, and, ac-
cording to the developer's
letter, was to be used to
pay for the three manholes
that the Board requires In-
the sewerage system of that
development. No mention
wa§ made of"the fire hy-
drant that the. Board insists
upon before they approve
this project.
According to an estimate

submitted by Sadowski, it
will cost $1,119.20 for the
manholes, plusanadditjon-
al $530.62 for the hydrant,
or, a total of $1,649.82 to
fulfill the Board's require-
ments.

The Board indicated that
they would again return the
company's check, as they

Continued on page 2.

APPRECIATION - Wilbur Schmidt,
president of the South Amboy First
Aid Squad (on the right), presents
Sid Komar, of Chas. Komar & Sons,

with a plaque In appreciation lor the
many donations Mr. Komar and his
firm have made for the squad's
educational equipment.
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The Morgan Explosion —
October 4,1918

CONTINUED
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"October 26, 1918
Dr. f. J. Riley,
St. Mary's Hall,
South Amboy, N.J.
Dear Dr. Riley:

On my return to Washington I find your two letters of
October 24th. With respect to the various questions you
raise, I reply as follows.:

1. It is proper for the Red Cross to pay the necessary
travelling and living expenses of the workers who
assisted in the disaster relief work at Perth and
South Amboy and vicinity.

2. It is proper for the Red Cross to pay salaries and
wages of those who served under your direction in
the Amboy disaster. I believe, however, that in not
a few cases it wlil be found that the agencies from
which these workers came will be well content not
to bill the Red Cross for their services, jpreferring
to meet these expenses as a service contribution
through the Red Cross to the stricken community.
It may well be that in some instances the agencies,
or indeed the individuals, would also prefer to have
their travelling and living expenses regarded as a
contribution. The Red Cross by no means urges
this but will be well content to acquiesce in this
position when it reflects the desire of an individual
worker or an agency, whether in the matter of salary
or travelling and living expenses. I suggest that #ou
address each agency from which your staff of dis-
aster relief workers has been recruited stating in
substance the foregoing outline of the Red Cross
position in the matter, maTcing it very clear, of
course, that the Red Cross is entirely willing to
reimburse an agency or an individual for services or
for special expenses incurred.

3. For the Red Cross to assume the salaries of workers
*" or to meet the expenses of medical and nursing

attention and medicines of workers who during or,
. immediately following their period of service in the

disaster relief work at the Amboys have had the
misfortune to become ill, would, I believe, be a
questionable and unprecedented use of the Red Cross
funds, notwithstanding the natural and strong appeal
which the proposal has for us. I prefer for the present
that you regard this position as taken tentatively
and subject to modification, in particular cases at
least, In the light of evidence which you may be able
to submit. You will understand of course that the Red
Cross has no wish to avoid a social responsibility
which can be reasonably regarded as resting upon it.
It seems to us, however, that at a time when. Spanish
Influenza has been assailing vast numbers of people,
that It would be well nigh impossible to assume that
in certain cases the onset of thh diseitse was attri-
butable to services at the Ambo; s. I am inclined to
regard it as very questionable whether it is proper
to expend Red Cross funds to compensate Red Cross
workers who have been put to expense by reason of
Influenza. It would seem, would it not, to be singling
out ^ special group of Red Cross workers for treat-
ment which we have not thought of according to Red
Cros's employees as a whole.

4. The Red Cross wilt reimburse Institutional Members
for expenses incurred by them in providing material
relief to refugees, provided the bills are approved
by you.

5. The Red Cross will likewise reimburse social
agencies other than Institutional Members and Red
Cross Chapters, for expenses incurred in providing
material relief for refugees, provided the bills are
approved by you and that the expenses were authorized
in the first instance by you or your deputy. •»

6 . With respect to the statement made in paragraphs
4 and 5, I submit that the Red Cross will be w.ell
content if these agencies are inclined to regard the
expenses incurred as a contribution, through the Red
Cross, to the stricken community. I suggest that
you communicate with the agencies who are known
to have cared for refugees, stating in proper form
the Red Cross position as outlined in paragraphs 4,
5, and 6.

7. With respect to any committee which may have
been organized in the Amboys or vicinity for the
especial purpose of caring for refugees and for ad-
ministering relief, it shoukUae assumed that the work
has been undertaken upon its own initiative and its
own responsibility and that the Red Cross accordingly
will not care to consider reimbursement.

8. I believe it is inadvisable for the,Red Cross Head-
quarters to undertake to reimburse Red Cross
Chapters for the expenses they have incurred in
disaster relief work at the Amboys. To do so would,
it seems to me, be merely taking money out of one
pocket and putting it in another.- kierto brpresumed"'
that, the Red Cross Chapters in the work which they
undertook for the Amboy sufferers were prompted by
the same service motives which actuate the Atlantic
Division and National Headquarters and that what
they did was done without thought of reimbursement.
The Comptroller with whom I have talked agrees with
me that it would be entirely inadvisable for us to
reimburse Red Cross Chapters. f
" Sincerely yours,

J. BYRON DEASON,
Assistant Director-General."

Although the work of temporary urgent repairs to the
dwellings was under the direction of another representa-
tive of the Red Cross, it was a part of mywiuties to
secure Inspectors of these houses and to pay their
salaries and necessary field expenses. This part of the
work continued for several weeks after the, health and
relief work had been concluded.
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did two weeks ago. At the
last meeting of the Board,
the realty company had
submitted a check with the
payee's name left out. The
Board, at that time, re-
turned the check stating
that they refused to "act
as middlemen between the
contractor and the deve-
loper." The Board's attor-
ney, Mr. Francis Reilly,
in approving their action,
said, *'Thi8 Is not your re-
sponsibility (paying the
contractor), this is Am-

^ ' "

NIGHT HOURS
zly and danky
around 10 p. m
ed brightly in

- It was dark, drlz-
1 as t Friday night
but the lights burn-
the Mayor's office

on the second floor of City Hall as
members of the council wrestled
with the problems of this year's
municipal budget.

STATE VOLUNTEER
FIREMEN TO MEET
The quarterly meeting of

the New Jersey State Vol-
unteer Firemen's Associa-
tion will be held on Sun-
day afternoon, 2p.-m., Feb-
ruary 2, 1969at the Lincoln
Engine Co. No. 2firehouse,
354 Lincoln 4ve., Phillips-
burg.
Taking office for 1969are

John S c h m i d t , Haddon
Heights - President; Dom-
enic J. Viscorni, Phillips-
burg, - 1st Vice-President; •
Peter V. Ackerman, South
Plainfield-2nd Vice Pres-
ident; Leonard Parleman,
Lindenwold - Secretary;-
Donald G. Phillips, Col-
lingswood - Assistant Sec-
retary; Edgar R. Rimbach,
Mijlburn - Financial Sec-
retary; Sam Cervetto, Gar-
field - Treasurer; Harlan
A. Blackwell, Tenafly, As-
sistant Treasurer.

The Board of Trustees are
Frank I. Bowler, Haddon
Heights; F r e d e r i c k E.
Hartmann, South Amboy;
Edward Kennedy, Avenel;
Harry A, Hoonan, Toms
River; and James Cav-
anaugh, Pohatcong. The
Nominating Committee for
1970 is Howard Doer-
schner, West Collingswood
Heights; Edward Hannigan,
Ridgefield; and Paul Woj-
tasek, Piscataway.

The Association celebrat-
es its 15th Anniversary of
service to member volun-
teer fire companies and the
concern for the welfare of
the volunteer firefighter.
In less than a* year, from
October 1967 to August
1968, 9 volunteers answer-
ed their last alarm while
performing their d-ity. The
sacrifices by the volunte-
ers should not be forgotten
by the public and the com-
munity they service.
The old esprit de corps

can be found in today s
^.volunteer fire companies,

who respond at all hours
of the day and night to a

SCHOOL ELECTIONS Mothers' March
A primary responsibility

of citizens is to vote in
elections. Their first op-
portunity in 1969 will occur
early in February in over
500 Type II New Jersey
school districts. In these
districts v o t e r s e l e c t
school board members and
also vote on referenda re-
lating to school finance.
The annual school election
ballot ordinarily includes
questions on the amount of
the property tax levy to
support the current ex-
pense and often the capital
outlay s e c t i o n of the
school's 1969-70 budget.
There may also be special
questions involving school
financing.
Newspaper advertisement

of the school budget, using
a form prescribed by the
State Department of Edu;-
cation, must precede the
public hearing on and of-
ficial adoption of the pro-
posed budget by the local
Board of Education by at
least seven days. Similarly
at least a week must elapse
between the board's ad-
option of the budget and the
annual public vote. Most
school elections must be
held on Tuesday, February
11, except regional high
school elections which are
on February 4. In case of
voter rejection, a second
vote on the budget tax levies
must be held within 15
days.

Public school 's in New
Jersey as in many states,
are financed largely from
local property taxes with
some assistance from the
State and Federal govern-
ments. In 1968, New Jersey
local property taxe6 for
schools -totaled $839 mil-
lion, an increase of $96.2
million ovef the 1967 school
levy. School taxes in 1968
were 54 per cent of the
statewide t o t a l general
property tax levy of over
$1 1/2 billion.

Type II school budgets are

Continued from page 1.

who answers our ring will
respond with contributions
to the March of Dimes".

Women who wish to take
part in the Mothers March
are urged to contact Mrs.
Connors.
To maintain the progress

made in opening the more
than 100 Birth Defects Cen-
ters throughout the United
States, and the research as
at The Salk Institute for
Biological Studies in San
Diego, Calif., funds are
urgently needed, and we
urge you to give generously
to the Marching Mother
when she calls at your
home.

KOMARS ATTEND
Continued from page 1.

During World War I, Mr.
Kilfoyle served with Com-
pany M, 139th Infantry, 35th
Division. He was the reci-
pient of the Distinguished
Service Cross during the
Muese-Argonne campaign
and served in the merchant
marine during World War
II. Prior to World War I,
he had served on the Mexi-
can border with the Fourth
Missouri Infantry.
Mr. Kilfoyle was a mem-

ber of Macdonald-Dugger-
Duncan Post of the Ameri-
can Legion in St. Joseph.
The funeral mass was held

at St. Joseph's Cathedral,
of which Mr. Kilfoylewasa
parishioner.

The Board elected Wood-
row McCarthy to serve an-
other year as president,
with Commissioner Frank
O'Brien as Vice President.
McCarthy announced that
Mr. Peter Greco is the
chairman of the Housing
Authority; with Mr. John
Mulez as Vice-Chairman.

Sayreville Savings
Continued from page 1.

rates twice within one year
period, increasing same to
4 1/4% beginning July 1,
.1968 and to 4 1/2% an-
ticipated for the period be-
ginning January 1, 1969.

Total assets of the As-
sociation now exceed %7 -
million, the largest in the
history of the Association,
which was organized in
1923.
The Association held its

Annual Meeting s h o r t l y
after the hew year began*
at which time three direc-
tors, namely Herman J.
Smith, Alan J. Karcher,
and J. Howard Kolb were
reelected for three-year
terms.

The organization meeting
of the Board of Directors
was also bjeld recently, at
which all officers were r e -
elected unanimously ...These
include: Frank E. Spreng,
Chairman of the Board;
Edwin Cordes, Vice Chair-
man of the Board; Her-
man J. Smith, President;
Fred C. Heilmann, Vice-
President; Robert J. Kim-
mel, Secretary; Stephen J.
Halmo, Treasurer; Antoni
Kolodziej, A s s i s t a n t -
Treasurer; Dolores Golas-
zewski, .Assistant Secre-
tary; Karcher & Reavey,
Counsel.
The Board of Directors

consists of: Frank E. Sp-
reng, Edwin Cordes, Her-
man J. Smith, Fred C.
Heilmann, Joseph T. Kar-
cher, Antoni Kolodziej, J.
Howard Kolb, Alan J. Kar-
cher, Henry J. Kosobucki,
Paul J. Smith.

Solution to Pimte KLS-B8
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the need is a large and
dangerous one. Witha pride
in their outfit and a sense
of civic service they hastily
assemble and don the tra-
ditional symbols of the job-
fire hats, boots, and jacket.
Non-member fire com-

panies are invited to send
representatives to '.he
meeting as observers and
inquirers. Fire Companies
wishing information about
the Association may direct
their enquiries to the Sec-
retary, Leonard Parleman,
124 N. Wade Avenue, Lin-
denwold, N.J. 08021. 4

Welcoming the State Vol-
unteer Fire men's A ssocia -
tion to Phillipsburg will
be Nelson Snyder, Presi-
dent; Joseph Fulse, As-
sistant Fire Cfiief, both
of the host fire company;
and Bernard Hughes, Chief
of the Department.

gets on which voters have a
direct vote. In most dis-
tricts a minority of the
registered voters make the
taxing decisions involving
millions of d o l l a r s . The
limited interest shown has
led certain g r o u p s to
support l e g i s l a t i o n to
abolish the vote on the
school tax levy. Voter par-
ticipation is i m p o r t a n t ,
pointed out NJTA, but even
more important is an in-
formed vote. School bud-
gets admittedly are com-
plex documents. There is
no requirement for an ex-
planatory statement. Edu-
cating the public on the bud-
get, however, is a respon-
sibility of school boards
and administrators. Re-
sponsibility for seeking full
understanding of the budget
is the voters for they will
pay the bill.

af
We ivish to express our sincere appreciation to all

our relatives,' friends and neighbors for the many acts

of kindness and sympathy they extended during our

bereavement on the death of our mother and grand-

mother, Mary A. Pribula, and we gratefully acknowl-

edge with thanks the many floral tributes, spiritual

bouquets, donations of cars, and we especially wish

to thank the South Amboy First Aid Squad, Dr.

Edward Margarelten, Perth Amboy Hospital family,

Altar Rosary Society of St. Mary's Church, Father

George Erickson and the priests of St. Mary's Church,

pallbearers, South Amboy Police escorts, and the

Kurzawa Funeral Home. , '„ „,

Family of the late
Mary A. Pribula


