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~ STATE REJECTS CITY HALL SITE

- In a letter received yes-
terday morning, Irving M.
Peterson, Chief Consultant
of School Planning Services
for the State Dept. of Edu-
cation, notified the South
Amboy Board of Education
that his Bureau ‘‘could not

~approve plans for the erec~

. tion of a new high school”

on the City Hall site and

“would so recommend to

the Commissioner of Edu-

cation.”

Mr. Peterson’s letter fol-
lowed a meeting held on
January 10 wicth Robert R.
Blunt, Middlesex County
Supt. of Schools, Eugene
Dobrzynski, *south Amboy

- Supt. of Schools and Thom-

as A, Vail, the school
board’s architect.

This meeting had been
called at the request of
the City Council who, in
a motion passed at ti:eir
December 17 megting, ask-
ed the Dept. of Education
for ‘‘permission to be

ranted to the Board of

ducation to submit formal
‘plans  for the proposed
school at Veterans Field
site for consideration, with
the stipulation that the re-
Jection of the City Hall site
‘from the State be received
in writing and that all pos-
sibilities of busing or re-
gionalization are exhausted
before final approval of the

‘;’%cerans Field site 18
- e .u

Mr. Peterson further
stated in his letter that

Tentative Budget
Board Approves

The Board of Education
last night approved a ten-
tative budget for 1969-70
that ahows an increase of
'$144,760 over the current
budget that will have to
be raised by taxes. The

‘projected total is $807,744.

but this includes an ex-
pected $141,296 in state
aid. The anticipated total
to be raised by taxes is
$666,448 compared to the
current $521,688.49.
Areas showing the lar-
gest increases are sal-
aries, $474,620 from
$40Q,625;textbooks,$16,000
- from $9,000; contractec
- services including trans-
rtation, $35,500 from

21,000; operational sal-.

aries,
$20,350;
students to other districts,
$70,000 from $30,000; and
maintenance contracted
gervices,
$18,000.

$30,600 from

This last item

provides for the board’s

plan to continue the paint-
ing program within the
school that is done on a
rotating basis according to
.the greatest need.

A new item on the pro-
posed budget llsts $15,000
for a remedial reading and
mathematics program the
board plans to initiate this
summer.

A public hearing on the
budget will be held Tues-
day, February 11 at 8 p.m.
in the council chambers at
City Hall.
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since he had recently beet

in South Amboay for the
Dept. of Education accre-
ditation of Hoffman High
School he had seen the
City Hall site and that ‘““it
was clear from 4n edu-
cational point of view that
the existing school site to-
gether with the one acre
City Hall site is far too
small for use by the high
school in their outdoor edu-
cation, physical education,
athletic, intramwural, and
extra curricular program.
The recommended site size
for a high school such as
yours, as recommended by
consultants in school plan=
ning in the United States,
is at least 34 acres. A
more desirable aiteiscon-
siderably larger. It was
also clear from our visit
that the achool site plus
the City Hall site is8 con-
siderably smaller than 10
acres plus one acre per
100 pupils, the recom-
mended minimum site size
for the elementary school
alone.”’

The consultant went on to
say that'“To propose build-
ing a new high school on the
one acre City Hall site is
to place severe res-
trictions on the educational
program of the atudents and
the effectiveress of the
teaching staff, even if the
small municipally owmed
tract across John Street is
included.”” He was here
referring to the recently
acquired Methodist Church
property, directly across
the street from the present
school buildings,

(Continued on Page 2)

Principal Welcomed

At Hoffman H.S.

ADAM MARTIN

A philosophy based on
strong discipline, teacher
interest

according to Adam Martin,
new principal of Hoffman
High School.

Mr. Martin, who came to

South Amboy oq January 16, -

to replace the late James

Croddick, also feels t

there are ‘‘no probl
children - but problem
parents.”

A former assistant prin-
cipal at Allentown High
School in the Freehold Re-
gional  School district
where the enrollment was
870 atudents, the new prin-
cipal comes to a smaller
school where the combined
junior-senior high school
enrollment is 430 students.
He also assumes his new
position amidst a con-
tinuing debate between city
and school board officlals

(anunued on Page 2)

and student in~
terest is the attitude that -
makes for good education,:

New Administrator at Local Hospital No Split Sessions

i

Pictured above is Eugene J. Nieto, who assumed the
position as Administrator of the South Amboy Memorial

Hospital on January 1,

Mr. Nieto is a graduate of the University of Mississippi
and the Electronic Computer Programming Institute.
Before coming to South Amboy, he held similar positions
at Catholic Medical Center Affiliation, Queens Hospital,
Jamaica, N. Y. and the Mount Sinai Hospital, New York

Clty.

Among the professional organizations with which he is
affiliated are the American College of Hospital Ad-
ministrators, American Institute of Industrial Engineers,

American Management Association, American
American Public Health Association,

Association,

ospital

Hospital Management Systems Society and the Hospital

Executives Club.

Mr. Nieto replaces Mrs. Elva Miller, who is now on
the hospital’s Board of Directors,
A resident of Old Bridge, Mr. Nieto is married and

has two children,

Clark Named 4thWard Councilman

o8
2

The city council, at last
Tuesday’s meeting, named
Al Clark as c¢ouncilman
of the Fourth Ward, suc-
ceeding Mayor P. Joseph
Rush, who vacated that
chair on January 1.

Clark, a well known sports
and civic participant, re-
sides at 421 Louisa St.
and is married to the

former FrancesGeant, The’

Clarks have six children
and thitee grandchildren,

As a professional base-
ball player, Allle played
with the Yankees and Cleve-
land during the years of
1947-1954, Loig active in
community affairs, he has
served as a committeman
of the Democratic Party;
member of the Recreation
Committe; member of the
Board of Adjustment; and
as an officer of the Frog
Hollow Swim Club.

Clark was sworn into
office ‘by City Clerk Nat-
alie Brennan, with his son,
Gene, holding the family
Bible. In his remarks to
the council and members
of the audience, Clark

thanked.them for their trust -

in, him and promised to

fulfill his duties and ob~ .

ligations faithfully,

Clark’s name was sub-
mitted to the council, for
consideration, by the city’s
Democratic = Committee,
Councilman William
O’Leary presented his
name to the council, which
voted In favor of him, u-
nanimously, '

In other business, the
council received bids for
the construction of the pro-
posed new city hall. Three
companjes submitted bids
for the over all contract,

they being; J.T,Houseman,

Metuchen, $339,880; Wood-

Al CLARK

ward Construction Co., Red
Bank, $311,200; and Omar
Inc.,, New Shrewsbury,
$338,500. The council voted
to meet ‘with the architect
and the building committee
to take these bids under
advisement and furtheran-
alysis. -
Council President, Fred

‘Henry, assigned the chair-

manship of the Recreation
Committee to the new

. councilman, Al Clark, ang

promised to re-align the
rest of the committee posts
in the near future. Henry
also informed the council
that the HUD program may
soon be approved. He ex-
plained that the Department

cof Community Affaire has

been instrumental in help-
ing the city to reach this
sfage by their asaistance
in re-codifying the city or--
dinances andcodes.He algo'!
pointed out that the only:
possible delay to the HUD

*

{Continued on ‘aage 2)

Last Tuesday’s mesting
of the city council brought
forth the fact that split
sessions, -in the public
school, could be a thing of
the past by September of
this yedr.

Councilman Frank Zebro,
in his remarks to the coun-
cil on New Year's Day
promised to “place a num~
ber one priority on the
school problem’’ and, ap-
parently, this is what he
had in mind when be sug-~

gested that Modular Relo- .

.catable Structures be used
to alleviate ‘‘the most cri-
tical problem faging us to-
day, our school children
on split gessions.””

When questioned by mem-
bere of the audience and
members of the council,
representatives of the
company that manufacture
the units stated that with-
in 120 days of the signing
of the contract South Am-
boy could have 17 modular
units ready for occupancy.

Zebro pointed out that
‘‘grammar school students
are losing one day per week
in education. There are 36
weeks to a gchool year and
at the end of each school
year the students are losing
seven weeks of schooling,
or, one fifth of the school
year.” :

Calling this condition cri-
tical, he explained that the
split seasions are due to
‘““having 471 students in
classes 1 through grade 6,
in 10 classrooms. The
councilman added, ‘‘to
eliminate this problerg, we
are in need of anaddifYonal
12 classrooms plus 5 more
for special classrooms for
the handicapped childrenof
South Amboy. I believe the
solution to this crisis lies
in _the usage of Modular
Units.”*

The councilman, noting
that it may- cost the city
about $70,000 t6 educate the
handicapped children, felt
that it would be more
economical to provide
space for these classes by
adding the five units to the
original 12.

In answer to a questionby
a member of the audience,
Mr, John Rusky, the com-
pany representatives sub-
mitted a list of towna and
cities where their units
are being used, under the
approval of local and state
authorities. These loca-
tions include Red Bank,
Ocean  Township,
Brunswick, South Plain-
field, Trenton State, Mon-
mouth College and many
more.

In praising Zebro's pl’an,
Councilman Willlam O
Leary said, ‘“‘This is the
type of action needed to re-
solve .thie moat pressing
problem.”

In a letter to the council,
the South Amboy PTA ask-
ed that the council and the
Board of Education ‘‘meet
ag often as possible or
necessary to correct the
school problem,”
Acting-mayor FredHenry
informed the council that

"the board has been notified

that the council is desirious
of - meeting with them but
that the board has been busy
working on the budget and
resolving acriticalteacher
problem. Henry added,
‘The board has sent a
letter to the State Board of
Education7agking if the City

Main Liquor Store

On Upper Main & David $».

New'

by September ‘69

Hall site 18 a feagible loca-
tion for a school.”

Relating to the selection
of a possible school site,
the Boardof Recreationre~

. minded the council that the

Veterans Field is used by
‘both city achool systems
for junior and varsity base-
ball, soccer and footpall
and asked that the /city
fathers keep this in mind
when selecting a site for the
proposed school. O'Leary
asked that a copy of this
letter be sent to the Board
of Education,

In other business, Acting
Mayor Henry proclaimed
the month of January as
‘““March of Dimes Month"
and named Councilman Al
Sorrentino as chairman,

Solution Sdught
for Split Sessions

The Board of Educaton,
momentarily at a standstill
in their building program
and now checking busing or
regionalization, voted last
night to reopen negotiations
with the United Presby-
terian Church and Christ
Episcopal Church for use
of classrooms in the church
facilities,

Their decision came after
they had been notified by
the' School Planning Serv-
ices of the Dept.of Educa-
tion that the City Hall site
would not be recommended
to the Commissioner of
Education as a new school
site. Another letter re=-
ceived from the South Am-
boy Civic Association re-
commended that the board
““eliminate split. sessions
in the elementary school
immediately”’ by «leasing

. modular buildings and ar-
ranging short term leases
with the two churches.

The Civic group letter,
signed by Seth Barton,
chairman of the Education
Committee and James
Brennan, chairman of the
association, said their or-
ganization was concerned
with ‘‘the shortterminter-
val” while some decision
is being made for future
construction.

Board President Frederic

~Reese explained that the
church facilities had been
checked about a year ago;
that tentative approval was
forthcoming from County
Supt. Robert Blunt hadcer-
tain alterations been made
in the church classrooms.

Plans to use these rooms
were temporarily dropped
when it appeared imminent
that the board would begin
a building program.

In approving to reopen
negapiations for immediate
use of these classrooms,
the board said if they are:
still available they would
be supplemented with mod=

ular units, if these too are

needed.
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