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STATEMENTS OF FIREMEN
DRAW RESPONSE
Mrs. Virginia Stillwagon,

a representative of the
newly formed South Amboy
Civic A s s o c i a t i o n , In-
formed the city council,
"Nobody has said anything
against the firemen of South
Amboy. We asked .the
Mayor and Council to re-
quest the Department of
Community Affairs, of the
State of New Jersey, to
conduct a complete study
on our local fire protec-
tion needs to ascertain the
sufficiency of our present
fire - fighting equipment.
That is all we asked for".
Apparently M r s . Still-

wagon's s t a t e m e n t was
prompted by a newspaper
article that carried quotes
of firemen who expressed
their resentment towards
the line of action taken by
the civic group.

At a meeting of the five
fire companies in the city,
held last Monday night, the
fire department passed a
resolution that i m p l i e d
"five fire companies or
none". The firemen who
were quoted in the news
story complained of "being
intimidated, evaluated and
more or less ridiculed by
these citizens who have
nothing better to do". They
also claimed that they were
"tired of being used as
poetical footballs by as-
piring politicians".

One member of the fire
department said, "If they
(the association) would
come out with facts and
show us exactly what their
complaints a r e , maybe
firemen could see how
justified they are and make
amends for them".

It is claimed that the fire
department is making a
study of its own to de-
termine if it is too large
for a city the size of South
Amboy. In the meantime,
the department has asked to
meet with the council in
order to a n s w e r any
charges that may have been
made by the civic organi-
zation.

The association's letter to
the council, which was
p r i n t e d in full in the
CITIZEN (Dec. 19), had

'apparently been induced by
the firemen's request fora
snorkel truck. Claiming
that it would be impossible
to fight any fires on Broad-
way without one, the fire
department withdrew their
request for the new equip-
ment in order to expedite
the building of a new school.
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O'LEARY CHAIRS MEETING

In the absence of Mayor
Rush and Acting Mayor
Henry, due to illness, the
Tuesday night counc i l
meeting was chaired by
C o u n c i l m a n Wi l l i am
O'Leary.

Charles Whitworth Jr., on
a motion made by Council-
man F r a n k Zebro and
seconded by Councilman Al
Sorrentino, was granted
permission to open a dry-
cleaning-pick-up-store on
the corner of Broadway and
John St.

Nativity Display
Winners Announced

The winners selected in
the 19th annual Nativity
Display contest conducted
in South Amboy and border-
ing sections by the Sacred
Heart Holy Name Society
have been officially an-
nounced.

The j u d g e s rated the
display of Charles Pawlow-
ski of 834 Main St., the
most beautiful, and he was
awarded first prize. Second
prize was won by Joseph
Shereyka of 12 Hilltop Ave.
and third honors went to
S t a n l e y Kapica of 550
Washington Ave.
The first prize for Origi-

nality was taken by Joseph
Rodzisewski, 161 Throck-
morton Lane, Old Bridge.
In second place was George
Wilus of 223 Walnut St.
Third place was awarded to
Peter Yuhas of 523 Center
St.
In the Effort Division, the

judges awarded first prize
to Frank Maydish of 351
Augusta St.; second prize
to Dr. Paul Madura of 225
Walnut St.; and third prize
to Joseph Strzykalski of
438 John St.

TAe .prize for the mo3t
beautifully d e c o r a t e d
Gratto was awarded to Al
Janos of Thompson and
Augusta Streets.

The p r i z e for Nativ"./
Displays by business es-
tablishments was awarded
to Kurzawa Funeral Home
of 338 Main St.

The judges in the contest
wsri: Joseph Hayes, Jersey
City; Frank Fontana, Met-
uchen; and StanleySahalin-
ski. South Plainfield.
S p e c i a l commendations

were also given for the
displays at city hall and
the Knights of Columbus.

The awards will be pre-
>8s»ee4 jajhe wtafwrja aLthe
. Holy Name Banquet to be
held on January-19.

Chairman of the affair is
Frank Osirowski.

CIVIC ASSOCIATION
PLANS MEETING

The South Amboy Civic
Association will meet on
Sunday, January 12, 1969
at 8 p.m. at the Christ
Church M e m o r i a l Hall
Fourth Street.South Amboy.

J. J. Harriguk Co., Inc.
— Real Estate * Insurance —

1260 Rt 9, South Amboy

Phone 721-7500

20 YEARS' SERVICE-Sidney Komar,
president of Chas. Komar and Sons,
recently honored two of his em-
ployes for 20 years' service at a
dinner party held on December 23
at Burdak's Hall.

The two employes honored were
Mrs. Anna Stader of 109 So. Pine

Ave., South Amboy, and Miss Eliza-
beth List of 125 Augusta St., South
Amboy. The two women received
watches as a token of appreciation

Pictured above from left to right,
are: Mrs . Anna Stader; Sidney
Komar; and Miss Elizabeth Ust.

Sayreville Savings
Honors Member

Harrigan Named Vice President

PAUL J. SMITH, SR.

Paul J. Smith, Sr., of
Sayreville, celebrated his
96th birthday on January
2 and received the con-
gratulations of the Sayre-
ville Savings and Loan As-
sociation as its o l d e s t
member.
Mr. Smith served the As-

sociation for approximately
45 years in various po-
sitions of responsibility
such as Director, President
and President Emeritus.

A five - point resolution
was presented at the annual
meeting of the Association,
which ^pointed out that Mr..
Smith is also the oldest
living citizen ofSayreville.

WELFARE BOARD
REORGANIZES

The South Amboy Welfare
Board held a re-organiza-
tion meeting on January 2,
1969 in the mayor's office,
City Hall, at 7 p.m.
The following were elec-

ted: Russell Stillwagon,
chairman; Mrs . Lo i s
Morriss, secretary; and
Mrs. Frances Stratton, d -
rector of welfare, for a
term of five years.

Councilman Albert Sor-
rentino will represent the
governing body on the
Board.
The r e g u l a r monthly

meetings have been set for
the second Tuesday of each
month.

Four Vice Presidents, one
Assistant Vice President,
two Assistant Treasurers
and an Assistant Secretary
wore elected recently by
the Board of Managers of
the Perth Amboy Savings
Institution. Ernest R. Han-
sen, President of the Bank
also announced the retire-
ment from the Board of
Managers of Messrs, How-
ard F. Koons and Nathan
Margaretten.

The newly elected Vice
Presidents are, James J.
Harrigan, Jr., Harold E.
Lutz, William J. Reynolds,
and Richard C. Stevens.
Harrigan is also a member
of the Board.

Joseph Birardi, Manager
of the Forbesdale Office,
has been named Assistant
Treasurer.
Mr. Harrigan became a

member of the Board of
Managers in 1954. He is
President of J a m e s J.
Harrigan Company, a real
estate and insurance firm
in Sayreville. He graduated
from St. Peter's College
in Jersey City with an A.
B. Degree in 1934. He is
a Pas t President of the
Middlesex County Board of
Realtors.
Harrigan resides at 226

David St., South Amboy, is
married and has four child-
ren. Harrigan has held
several -positions of civic
responsibility in South Am-
boy and. currently serves
as Democratic Municipal
Chairman.
Joseph Birardi, a newly

elected Assistant Treas-
erer, is a graduate of Saint
Mafy*8 High School in South
Amboy, and has attended
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JAMES J. HARRIGAN, JR.

Rutgers University and the
American Institute of Bank-
ing. Mr. Birardi joined
Perth Amboy Savings In
1963 as a teller. He is
currently a Manager of the
Forbesdale Office of the
Savings Bank.

Birardi is a member of
Knights of Columbus, South
Amboy Council.

Mr. Birardi and his wife
Mary Jane have t h r e e
children and live in South
Amboy.

LIQUOR STORE
OWNER SHOT
IN BACK

I-rank Cataldi, 23 owner
of Cataldi's Liquor Store,
633 Hordentown Ave., South
Amboy, was shot in the back
on Wednesday, January 8
shortly after 6 p.m. ^
According to a statement

released thi6 morning by
South Amboy Police Chief
l-dward O'Leary, the as-
sailant walked into Ca-
taldi's Liquor Store at ap-
proximately 6:20 p.m. and
demanded money. When
Cataldi refused, the assail-
ant shot him In the back.

The first uniformed of-
ficers at the scene were
Patrolmen Robert Kelly
and Frank Norek.

Cataldi told police that
his assailant failed to get
any money.

Chief O Leary said that
Cataldi was able to give
police a description of his
assailant which is as fol-
lows: white male, early
am&, approximately 5'8",
Iffid of thin build.

Cataldi was taken to the
Perth Amboy General Hos-
pital where he was placed
in the Intensive Care Unit
and r e m a i n s in critical
condition.
An investigation is being

conducted by Det, J ack
Duggan and Sgt. LeRoy
Kurtz of the South Amboy
Police Department, and
Det. Charles Aumick of
the Prosecutor's Office.
An interesting fact is that

Cataldi's Liquor Store was
the scene of a shooting
almost a year ago, Feb-
ruary 10, 1968, when 18-
year-old Barry Miller of
Pacific Dr ive , W infield
Park, N. J., was shot In the
head by owner Frank Ca-
taldi when Miller and a
17-year-old companion at-
tempted to hold up Catal-
di's Liquor Store.
Miller, who was carrying

a pistol, began walking
toward the cash register
and it was then, Cataldi
said, tha t he (Cataldi)
grabbed, a .38 caliber re-
volver that was on the desk.
He said Miller fired at him
but the pellets stuck to
his sweater. He fired one
shot, killing Miller.

Main Liquor Store
On Upp«r Main & David St.

Triangle
Easy Park A Shop

W«Dtlivtr PA 1-1164

AN LtTTER TO THE CITIZENS OF SOUTH AMBOY

Once "again the $butlT'"Simboy Fire Department is
being evaluated by citizen groups who know absolutely
nothing about its function.

The cry again is, we have too many companies, too
many men, too much equipment etc.

Well let us say this. "We are tired of being in-
timidated, evaluated, and more or less ridiculed by
these citizens who have nothing better to do. We are
tired of being used as political footballs by aspiring
politicians.

We are proud", and believe the City Fathers are
proud of our accomplishments over the years. We do
more than fight fires. We sponsor five little league
baseball teams, are ardent supporters and do much to
help our Pop Warner football team. We are very
interested in the youth of our City and proud that we
are able to help them. We will continue to do this.

To the people who feel we are too many, let us say
this. We have had; 5 trucks, 4 firehouses and 180 men
for many years and intend to keep it that way. We will
accept no change in our structure. Its five or none^ake
it or leave it. ^

Remember, "They also serve who only- stand and
wait, to do so.** . v

South Amboy Fire Dept.
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THE MORGAN EXPLOSION - OCTOBER 4,1918
CONTINUED

An account by Dr. Thomai j fltley. Special R«pr«i«ntafive.
Dapartment Civilian Relief, American Red Crow.

\

AS the epidemic abated, the hospitals were closed
until only one - the City Hospital - remained, and as the
situation then could be handled by the local practitioners,
the Red Cross prepared to withdraw its medical activities
from South Amboy. This was not done, however, until a
local committee had been organized to continue the City
Hospital and plans had been adopted for its operation.
This having been accomplished, the Red Cross withdrew
at noon on Saturday, November 2nd.

In the judgment of the medical director, the influenza
at South Amboy was of a comparatively mild type. This,
and the fact that the weather was most favorable, allow-
ing of persons to remain In the open air the greater part
of the day, and the fact that the houses were without glass
in the window ,̂ insuring,good ventilation even in the case
of overcrowding, and the early opening of the playgrounds,
accounted for the rapidity with which the epidemic was
checked and the very low mortality.

The number of pneumonia cases was not excessive,
considering the shock and exposure through which persons
had passed, owing to the explosion at the Clllespie Plant
and the great discomfort, due to the lack of cooking and
heating facilities in the homes. The mortality, taking all
things Into consideration, was low, and this may be

.attributed to the careful personal attention given by
doctors and nurses to each case; to the very excellent
quality of the drugs, and especially to the fact that the
majority of cases were kept in the open air day and night.
4. COMMUNITY PROGRAM.
•Before withdrawing from its emergency work in South

Amboy the Red Cross was instrumental in starting two
undertakings, which it is hoped may prove of permanent
value to the city. It has already been mentioned mat
three out of doors playgrounds were established, partly
as a health measure and partly as a means of normal
life to the children in whose families the Red Cross was
interested. On October 10 three playgrounds were opened
on the Red Cross initiative by the American Playground
Association. The next day Stevensdale Playground had
fifty children in attendence; the Sacred Heart Playground,
one hundred and twenty five, and St. Mary s forty.
Canteen lunches wfre served on the playgrounds and
supervisors detected many cases of sickness.

Unfortunately it was not thoroughly understood that
the playgrounds would be open-on Saturdays and Sunday,
so that the attendance was very small on those days.
Furthermore it was found that one of the local physicians
was advising parents to keep their children at home so as
to avoid possible contagion. Most of the time of the play
leaders was devoted on Sunday to visiting in the neigh-
borhoods of the playgrounds, so thai; the parents might
understand better the purposes and rules of the play-
grounds and that the children might return and attend
regularly. On Monday the medical director of the Red
Cross arranged with the town officials for the services
of a truant officer, who was instrumental also in en-
couraging the attendance, of the children. Even with
these incentives the attendance on October 16th was not
all that had been hoped, although the number made the
playgrounds distinctly worthwhile. At that day there
were at Stevensdale Playground, 56 children; Sacred
Heart, 78, and Whiteheads Field, 18. The St. Mary's
Playground had been closed on Monday because the
attendance was so small.

. The children seemed to feel that so long as the schools
were closed they were free to do as they liked. The fact
that the playgrounds were a sanitary measure did not
seem to impress them. The play leaders got some of the
school teachers to give simple school work on the
playgrounds, but the children did not respond very
readily.
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A week later the Supervisor of the playground informed
the Red Cross that the American Playground Associa-
tion would continue the playground at Stevensdale for
two months, bearing all the expenses, it being hoped
that the town of South Amboy would continue it there-
after. A conference was held with the Superintendent
of the Public Schools, who assured the Red Cross that
the schools would devote their Liberty Bonds to the
continuance of the_playground, particularly during the
sunupe^ months, and that toward the end of the two
months period during which the playground would be
operated by the Playground Association, the matter
wouid be taken up with the City officials and an ap-
propriation asked for continuing the work.

The other contribution which the Red Cross made
toward a permanent institutioivfor the city was a City
Hospital. On the 25th of October was held the first of a
series of conferences, the purpose of which was to leave
with the city of South Amboy a permanently equipped
and incorporated City Hospital. At a meeting on the
4th of November, which was held in the City Hall,
and was addressed by several citizens, by the Red
Cross medical director, and the supervisor for South
Amboy, a resolution was passed that it was the sense of
the meeting that the hospital should be taken over as a
semi-public institution and be incorporated with a board
of twelve directors, to be named by the Mayor of the
city. It was part of the plan of support that the city would
pay the prevailing rate for city patients and certain nearby
employing concerns reported that they would be glad to
avail themselves of the hospital's services at the pre-
vailing rate. It was decided also to try to raise funds by
public subscription to provide the balance of maintenance
for the Institution until an appropriation might be secured
from the County Boa*d of Freeholders.

On the second of November the Red Cross formally
turned over the City Hospital to the local committee and
withdrew its medical staff at noon of that day, donating to
the hospital the equipment of supplies which the Red Cross
had installed there. Two days later a public meeting was
held on the incorporation of the hospital, at which cordial
appreciation of the work of the Red Cross in South Amboy
was expressed by the towns people.

Another possible Contribution to the permanent welfare
of South Amboy was the suggestion by the Associate
Director General of Civilian Relief of the American Red
Cross that the Red Cross should establish a public
health nurse in South Amboy, out of the generous contri-
bution which had been made by the T. A. Gillespie
Loading Company.

TO BE CONTINUED

THE ENLIGHTENED BRIGADE

LOCAL RELIGIOUS.
SOCIAL AND
CIVIC GROUPS

SLUM CLEARANCE—THE AMERICAN WAY

Local business leadership and know-how are help-
ing to provide the answers in meeting the housing
needs of the low- and moderate-income families in
many communities throughout the country. An ex-
cellent example may be found in the case history
of Greater Cincinnati.

John W. Humphrey, chairman of the Board of
Philip Carey Manufacturing Company, is spearhead-
ing the drive in the Ohio city for combined action
by businessmen and civic, social and religious lead-
ers to eliminate the housing blight.

Teaming up with city housing and code enforce-
ment personnel, he made a first-hand survey of the
deteriorating inner-city neighborhoods. He then
called on local leadership to back an Action Housing
program for the entire area, through the establish-
ment of an over-all, non-profit, umbrella-type hous-
ing development*^ work with neighborhood organi-
zations to get feasible projects off the ground.

In describing the program he said, "Actibn for
Greater Cincinnati is determined not to step around
a single slum or blighted spot in our city and its
environs. Every situation in time will be resolved
with the neighborhood organizations participating
in the corrective programs/'

This local, private-enterprise-directed program
of slum elimination demonstrates that when sincere
leaders get together to solve a problem, they can
find the correct answer.

PLEASE PATRONIZE
OUR ADVERTISERS

FROM BRICKS 10 HOOKS—Gordon F. Law of New
Brunswick has gone from bricklayer to doctor Of ed-
ucation. A journeyman mason in the 1930s, Law is
now an associate professor in tfte vocational-technical
department of the Rutgers Graduate School of Education.

Bricks and books have
played almost equal roles
in the life and career of a
Rutgers University associ-
ate professor of education.
Gordon F. Law of 184

Baldwin St., this city, re-
cently appointed to the fac-
ulty of the vocational-tech-
nical department of the
Rutgers Graduate School of
Education, holds a doctor's
degree in education and the
credentials of a journey-
man mason.
It was, in fact, as a brick-

layer that he earned his way
through the bachelor's and
master's degree programs.
Dr. Law, like many others

at the time, found a college
education a financially im-
possible dream in the mid-
19306, when he^ left high
school in Cornwall, N.Y.
After beginning his career

as a journeyman b r i c k
mason, he became an in-
structor in masonry con-
struction at the two-year
technical institute at Delhi,
N.Y. Then he worked for
several years in the con-
struction business before
entering military service
in World War II.

Following the war, Law
enrolled in Rutgers Uni-
versity and earned a bach-
elor's degree in education
while working with a con-
struction firm in Princeton.
Following his graduation he
returned to Delhi as an
instructor for s e v e r a l
years.

Returning to New Bruns-
wick, Dr. Law enrolled in
the Rutgers School of Ed-
ucation, and while studying
for a master's in educa-
tional administration, he
again worked as a mason
and as a teacher in the
Middlesex County Voca-
tional Schools.
After r e c e i v i n g his

master's degree, the ed-
ucator returned to New
York State and became ac-
tive in the Initial planning
of the Lewis A. Wilson
Technological Cen te r in
Suffolk County, which he
served as first director
frorfi 1961 to 1966.
He also served as admin-

istrator of vocational edu-
cation in Huntington, L.I.,
and was a member of the
faculty and director of re-
search at the State Uni-
versity College, Oswego.
During this period he earn-
ed a doctor's degree, in
vocational education ad-
ministration from New
York University.
His most recent position

before coming to Rutgers
was as research director,
for the American Vocation-
al Association in Washing-
ton, D.C. and editor of the
Research Visibility section
of the Association's month-
ly journal.

As an associate professor
at R u t g e r s , Dr. Law's
duties include helping vo-
cational teachers at high
schools and two-year col-
leges, and teaching curric-
ulum and research courses.

Having given up bricks
several years ago. Dr. Law
now is totally involved in
the world of Jwoks, He
is writing one about co-
operative education, a pro-
gram in which schools and
industry cooperate in pro-
viding study and work ex-
perience as part of the
Curriculum.
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