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Second Class

Postal Rates
Increase:Howley

Postal rates for news-
papers and magazines and
other material mailed at
the second-class rate will
be 1increased January I,
Postmaster John J, Howley
remindad second -~ class
mailers today.

The increase results ffom
the postage rate law en-
acted In December 1967,
which raised most second
class rates in three anfual
steps, Postmaster Howley
pointed out. The Januaryl,
1969, hike is the second
phase of the increase. The
first phase took’ effect Jan-
uary 7, 1968, and the third
step will go into effect
January 1, 1970.

The sscondclass rate in-
crease affects general in-
terest, nonprofitandclass-
rocom publications, ~

Rates also will go upJan-
uary 1 for controlled cir~
culations publications,
These are primarily trade,
technical and industrial
journals whichgenerailydo
no: charge a subscription
fee and are not elegible for
second-class rates. The
1067 postal rate law called
for a three-step raise for
controlled circulation pub-
lications, tobe effective the
same dates as the second-
class increases. ,

Except for home-county
mailings, postall rates for
newspapers and magazines
mailed second-class are
based on the weight of the
publication, the amount of
advertisin
the distance it is' mailed.

Effective January 1, rates
for editorial ornon-adver-
tising matter in commer-
cial publications will be
increased from 3 to 3.2
cents per pound. Rates for

advertising content depand -

on the distance the pub-
lication is mailed. These
Zone rates now range from
4.6 to 15 cents per pound
of advertising content. The
n?w advertising zone rate
rdnge will be 4.9 to 16
cents. ‘

. There are special lower
second - class rates for
classroom publicationsand
publications of nonprofit
organizations. These rates
"also will be increased Jan
uary 1. g

Postmaster Howley said
that second-class or con-
trolled circulation mailers
who need more detailedin-
formation on the new rates
should contact the Post
Office where their publica-

THE MAYOR'S
APPOINTMENTS

The following is the list
of city appointees, as sub-
mitted by Mayor Rush to
the council New Year’s
Day, The mzmbers of the
Board of Public Works are

the only ones that needed

confirmation by the council,
and this was unanimous,

{Continued on page 2.)
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The annual reorganization

meeting of the city council,
on New Year’s Day, was the
setting for the administra-
tion of the Oath of Office
for Mayor Peter J. Rush;

Councilman - at - Large,
Fred Henry; Councilman of

the Second Ward, Albert

Sorrentino; Ceuncilman of
the Third Ward, William
O’Leary; and City Clerk,
Mrs. Natalie Brennan, -
Following the Invocatipn
by the.Rev. Edward R, Cook,
rector of Christ Episcopal
Church, Mrs. Brennan was
sworn in by the city attor-
ney, John Mullane, as her
two grandchildren, Tracy
Ann and James Brennan

Jr., held the Bible.

WILLIAM O'LEARY

Mrs. Brennan then ad-
ministered the Oath of Of-
fice to Mayor Peter .
Rush, with the Mayor’s
young cousin, Warren Rap-
pleyea, holding the Bible.

Councilmen Henry, Sor-
rentino and O’Leary, with
Albert Sorrentino Jr,,
holding the Bible, were then
sworn in by the City Clerk,
Mrs. Brennan.

NATALIE BRENNAN.

The City Clerk then called
the roll and asked for nom-
inations for a tempcrary
chairman of the council.
On a motion made by Zebro
and seconded by O Leary,
Henry was elected to that

. seat. :

Chairman Henry called
for nominations for a per-
manent president of the
council and Zebro nom-
inated Henry, seconded by
O'Leary. Henry was un-
animously elected Pres-
ident of the Council for the
year 1969,

Mayor Rush was then in-
troduced forhis message to
the council and tothe people
of south Amboy. The text
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PETER J. RUSH

of the mayor’s speech is
printed elsewhere in this
issue of the CITIZEN,

Mayor Rush named Coun-
cil President Fred Henry
as acting mayor until he
returns from sick leave.
Mrs. Brennan read off the
appointments of Mayor
Rush and all of these met
with the unanimous ap-

ACTING MAYOR
FRED HENRY

proval of the council. A
full list of the Mayor’s
appointments are in a re-
lated story in this issue
of the CITIZEN.

Following the Mayor’s
speech and the reading of
his appointments, Henry
commended him for his co-
operation saying, ‘‘This
will enchance our city
government and will be for
the good of the whole city’’.

The Council President
then submitted Council
Committee appointments

for the year 196 whith
are printed elsewhere in
this issue of the CITIZEN.
Henry explained that when
a councilman’ is appointed
to fill the . Fourth Ward
spot, vacated by Rush,
there will be changes in
the line-yp of the Com-
mittees,

A temporary budget with
which to conduct the city
affairs until the main bud-
get is approved, was pass-
ed without dissent.

In a routing manner, four
Resolutions were passed
naming the Joseph J, Sea-
man Co. as the Accountant
for the City of South Am-
boy; the CITIZEN, Daily
Home News and The News
Tribune as the official
newspapers; the Amboy-
Madison National Bank and
the South Amboy Trust
Company as the official
depositories; and es-
tablishing the first and
third Tuesdays of the month
for the regular meeting
nights of the Council of
the City of South Amboy.

Two ordinances were also
passed by the council and

. ditions™’,

hoth of*these are printed

CITY CLERK SWORN IN

in full elsewhere In this
issue of the CITIZEN. Or-
dinance No, 1 is an Or-
dinance appointing John M.,
Lucitt as city prosecutor
and defining his duties,
compensation and term of
office.

Ordinance No. 2 names
Mary Wenzel as Collector
of Taxes and also defines
her duties, compensation
and term of office.

The Mayor and all the
Councilmen expressed
their concern over the va-

* rious problems that beset
sthe city and emphasized

that top priority would be
given to ‘the school sit-
uation.  Councilman Sor-

rentino said, ‘'It’s ashame

ALBCRT SORRENTINO (C)

that children have to study
under those trowded con-
They all joined

in wishing each other and
the resident of South Am-
boy a most prosperous and
Happy New Year. '

HALMI TAKES
OATH AS CHIEF

Joseph Halmi, former
commissioner of the Board
of Public Works, was sworn
into the office of FFire Chief,
succeeding Chester Mein-
zer, at the New Year's
Day council meeting.

Introduced by Council
President Henry, Couacil-
man William O’Leary pin-
ned the badge of office on
Halmi as the two grand-
sons of the new chief held
the Bible, :

Qutgoing Fire Chief
Meinzer submitted his an-
nual report-which showed
that there had been a to:al
of 166 alarms answered
by the fire department
during the year 1968, with
a total damage of an es-
timated $19,500.

MEETING NOTICE

A meeting of the sSouth
Amboy Fjre Department
will be heid at the Protec-
tion Fire House on January
6, 1969 at 7:30 p.m. v

Also invited are  the
exempt firemen, ex-fire-
men, and Ladies Auxiliary.

In his remarks to the
council, at the New Year’s
Day meeting, President of
the Council, Fred Henry,
summarized the problems
now confronting the city.
He opened his remarks
with, ‘““The past yehr has
been noteworthy in many
respects and we feel that
the new year will be even
more .so. While decisions
have not been reached in
some critical areas, w
feel that progress hasbeen
made and dialogues con-
tinue. Without going into
detail, yet highlighting
some of the past andfuture
ares of concern, l would
like to outline a few of

The Councilman thenpro=
ceeded wiih: ‘(1) The
school problem is the most
critical problem we face.
I'm confident that it will
be resolved very shortly.
It is not a question of can
it be resolved. It must and
will be.

(2) We have planned and
are about to accep: bids
for construction of a new
city hall. One which will
be adequate enough to care
for our needs and aliow us
to operate a more efficient
government.

(3) After a year of prep-
aration anc¢ setbacks, we
are on the verge of having
our workable program for
Community Development
certified by the Department
of Housing and Urtan De-
velopment (HUD;. If cer-
tified, this will be the first
major step.along a long
route to really improving
our city with federalfunds,
and making it a city of
which you can take pride.

(4) This past year, upon
our request, the Depart-
wen: of Comrmunity Af-
fairs made a study of our
governmental structure
and recommended a change
in our charter, The results
are public knowledge. They
confirm to us that we are
operating a 19th century
structure in the 20th cen-
tury. It is in no wiy ad-
equate under present con-
ditions. We will have more
for you on this in the near
futGre. : ,

(3) With property taxes
rising and with- many of
our retired and elderly
people on fixed incomes,
w2 must begin program-
ming for Senior Citizen’s
Housing. Neighbgring tom-
munities have shownushow
successful these programs
can be and it can be in
South Amboy. We must pro-
vide for our Senior Citizens
and Senior- Citizen Housing
can enrich their lives and
allow them to live without
financial burdens or
worries.

(6) Along with improving
olar city, we are makyag a
neighborhood analysis and
up-dating our Master Plan
for the proper dzvelop-
ment of improvemsants for
our city. These are long
range plans but they must
be undertaken’ if wz are to
professionally point the
way for our future,

{7) We are making studies
of our financial structure
and acceunting and oudget-
ing procedures and weex-
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pect to make some ma jor
changes in these areas. In
fact, we have adopted a
completely new budgeting
system for this year. We
will have more on this
later. '

(8) We are presently cod-
ifying and up-dating all of
our ordinances so that our
laws will fit our needs of
today and the future”.

Hznryconcluded his state-
ment with, ““These are
some of the things we want
to do for you and if we can
accomplish them, we know
that all of us will benefit
by them”.

- —

ZEBRO: ON
CITY PROBLEMS

In his remarks to 4
council and people of South
Amboy on New Year's Day,
Councilman ¥rank Zebro
made the following state-
ments: ‘“The year 1969 is
going to be a year of great
challenge. There are many
pressing problems facin
us, problems that we can't
close our eyestoandexpect
them to disappear. The
most urgent. of these is
resolving the space prob-
lem that is forcing our
public school children on
split sessions. There are
many pros and cons on the
solution to this problem.
The main problem being the
location of additional facil-
ities, This is not going to
be aneasy problemtoreach

-and still try to satisfy or

adhere to the wishes of our
citizens., I’'m going to
appeal to those pecple who
oppose the city hall site
and those who oppose the
Veterans Field site tokeep
an open mind and keep
faith in your elected
officials. There is meritin
the argumsnts of both fac-
tions. We will all have to
band a little and letgenuine
cooperation be our wateh-.
word and [ know we will
overcome all obstacles”.
Th2 Councilman conclud-
ed with, ‘I personally am
placing a number one
priority onthe school prob-
lem, when that is resolved
then we cantake a closer
look at the other problems
that face 0s”’,

O'LEARY: ON
CITY PROBLEMS

In his remarks to the
council, on New Year’s Day
Councilman William
O'l.eary had this to say:-.
“The year 1969 will be a
year of decisions, Deci-
sions that will have a tre-
mendous effect on our city
for many years to come.
Decisions that are so im-
portant, that w2 would be
lax in our responsibility to
our people if we were (0
rush into them. Decisions
that we must take a loag,
hard, look at, regardless
of their urgency. But deci-
sions that we must face up
to and resolve”.

The Councilman coatinu-
ed, ‘I feel that the school
problem is the mosturgent,

“but there are maany rams-

ifications to this problem,

[Continued on page 2)
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