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~Board Member Blasts Council ;

South Amboy.N.J.

Claims Stalling on School Site

.A game. of political musi-
¢al chairgs has become a
matter of personal integ~
nlty to one local board of
- education member.
- William Kurtz, the newest
_member of the board, at a
_-meeting Monday night, un-
- successfully tried to get
:the board to begin initial
- investigation of sending
*Righ school students into
“other school districts, Mr.
“Kurtz said such a move
would ““open the doors’’
with Sayreville, Madison
Township and Perth Amboy
“for future regionalization
discusstons. Other board
members tried to dissuade
him from his stand until
- &t least September 19, when
the 'board is to meet in
closed session with the
mayor and council for a
- decision on whether or not
they will get aportion of the
- landfill on which to build a
new school. Originally,
council members had also
requested that the board’s
architect, Thomas A, Vail,
be dpreaem at this meeting,
and he is expected to be
there.
Mr,
notsecondedas other mem~-
bers felt that a formatl de-
cision be first received
from city officials at next
week’s meeting. It was their
hope that the council would

fl e them the requested |
a}i}’ox the planned junior-

sentorihigh school.

Mr, Kurtz, however, said
he would agree with the
rest of the beard ifhe were
Bure an answer would be
received, He said that city
officials have been aware
for over a year ofthe acute
need for a new school; that
.n June when the board re-
leased schematic plans for
2 26-room building pre-
pared by Architect Vail,
they had been promised a
decision within weeks; that
the board had to resort o
sending the mayor and
council a registered letter
following their July meeting
requesting an answer by
September 1, and that the

—eouncil was stalling on an
answer until after the No-
vember elections.

In apparent disgust with
the prolonged negotiations
between the board and the
ecouncil, Mr.Kurtz saidthat
48 a board member he
didn’t want to be ““dictated
to by the mayor and coun-
¢il”, and before agreeing
to fuving an inadequate
school bujlt on the present
city hall s{te, he would re~-
sign from the board.

. Following the meeting,
Mr. Kurtz further stated
that while he strongly felt
the landfill to be the best
location for the city’s pub-
lic school requirements,
his mind was open to find~
ing another equal site. If
ngcessary, he said sur-
rounding areas could be
purchased for the required
acreage near city-owned
property. .

Board President Frederic
Reese Btated that the board

1

Kurtz’s motion was |
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had made a decision on
school needs as ‘‘repre-
sentatives of the parents
of this town; the mayorand
council owe ugan answer as
representatives of the tax-
payers.”

THIRD YEAR ON
SPLIT SESSIONS

The need for expanded
public school facilities has
been particularly evident
during the last 3 years when
crowded facilities forced
the elementary schooltogo
on split sessions. Split ses~
sions date back to 1962-

] 63 when some lower classes

had to double up because of
lack of space, Three years
ago, all elementary
classes, with the exception
of the 6th grades went into
split seseions and this year,
with an elementary school
enrollment of 571 students,
all classes, 1-6, are in
shortened sessions, The
elementary schooladdition,
completed in 1957, has 13
classrooms, If there were
ideal classes of 25 students
per class, this addition
would be supposedly ade-
quate to house 325 students.
The high school, which is
over 50 yearsold, was built
to accommodate 250 stu--
dents. It currently houses
448 seventh through twelfth
graders. The total public
school enrollment also in-
cludes 22 students now at-
tending special education
classes in Carteret, East
Brunswick, South Bruns-
wick, Sayreville and Mor-
ganville; 7 special educa-
tion students awaitin
placement in districts that
will be able toacceptthem;
and 3 bedslde students.
Superintendent Eugene
Dobrzynski explained that
the tuition range for these
educable students goes
from $1700 to $2800 per
student. This does not in-
-clude some $16to $17 thou-
sand dollars per year to
transport them to other
districts, Fifty percent of
the tuition over $400 isre-
imburseable from the state
as 18 75Y% of the tranaspor-
tation, but, added the su-
perintendent, if’South Am-
boy had its own facilities
for these students, there
would be great savings in
tuition and, of course, no
transportation costs,

PROPOSALS MADE

The proposal to build a
new 6-year high school on
the landfill was initially
made to the Board by a
Citizens Advisory Com-
mittee in April 1966. The
board, which Included
among its members former
councilmen Willlam Kurtz
(father of the present board
member), James J, Harri-
gan, Irvin House and former
board member John "X
McDonnell, had been or-
ganized, at the board’s sug-
gestiqn, to study school
needs, Its members were,
selected to include all lev-
els of the local community
and it wasthelir final report
that suggested building a
new school. >

Two years ago, their rec-
ommendations stressed

Continued on page 2.
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Now a landmark
in memory only is the PRR-YMCA building
seen above which was recently demolished

to make way for a new City Hail.
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Located on Broadway between Peterson's

the Presbyterian Church, the

building had long been used by ralroad men

who had overnight stays in South Amboy.
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Special Meefing
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-

READY FOR CLASSES - Pictured above is a
classroom with new desks and chairs in St,
Mary’s High School which will open for classes

’

on Monday, Sapt. 16. The students have had an
oxtra 2-weeks reprieve from classes until the
new building is completely furnished.
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Jankowski Marshal
for Pulaski Parade

Chester Jankowski of Ward
Ave,, South Amboy, will be
South Amboy’s parade mar-
shal at the Pulaski Day
Parade on October 6 in
New York City. Mr, Jan- .
kowski 18 an ex-chief of the
South Amboy Fire Depart-
ment, .

Accompanying the local
contingent of marchers will
be the Elizabeth, N.J.
String Band,

Adam Rzepka is again the
local chalrman making
transportation arrarge-
ments and those wishing to
attend may call himat721-
0096 or Chester Ciszewski
at 721-4430,

On Sunday, September 15,
there will be a container
collection following all
masees at Sacred Heart
Church and funds collected
will help defray the trans-

ortation costs. All mem-

ers of the Polish-Ameri-
can Citizens Club are urged
to be present and assist
\t this time,
Continued on page 2,
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DELINQUENT WATER BILLS DISCUSSED

In his report to the Board
of Public Works, Superin- -
tendent Charles Thompson
spoke of the outstanding
money owed to the city by .
people who are slow in pay-
ing their water bills.

Stating that there are
about 5 or 6 per cent of the
users who have fallen be-
hind In thelr payments,
Thompson "asked for, and
recelved, permission from
the Boardto advertise their
delinquency. Thompson said
that he would run adver-
tisements in the CIT]ZEN
for two weeks in order to
give these people a chance
to pay their bills. ‘*Fallure
to do 80,”" sald Thompson,
“‘will result in havingtheir
water shut off atthe qurb.””

Thompson again urged the
people of South Amboy to
start the removal of rain
drains from the ganitary
sewer system, Noting that
South Amboy ig in the pro-
cess of joining with the
Middlesex County Sewage
Authority, he explained that
the coat to the city will be
determined by the amount
of sawage flowing through
the systém’s meters, and,

.
.

any superfluous liquid, such
as rainwater, will be costly.

Thompson’'s remarks
came after the readingofa
letter sent to the Board by

* Mr, Frederick F. Richard-

son, Chairman of the Rari-
tan River Clean Water
Group. In his letter, Rich-
ardson brought tothe atten-
tion of the Board ‘“the fact
that there 1is now being
built, a so-called second-
ary treatment sewerage
plant by the MCSA, atacost
of about $25 million.”
Richardson claimed that
the Raritan River pollution
is getting worse, in spite of
the cost of $30 million for
the original treatment plant
and the proposed.$25 mil-
Hon. He also pointed out
that these expenditures wilt
be assessed back to plant
treatment patticipants,i.e,,

_ municipalities and indus-

trial members, .
vContlnuod on page 2.
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At a specfal public meet-
ingon Thursday, September
19, the Board of Education
will name a new princl{nl
for the South Amboy Ele-
mentary School, The meet=
ing ls scheduled for 7 p.m,,
prior to a closed session
with the mayor and council,

The new principal will re-
place Joseph Mabey who
has held the position since
March 1966, In a letter to
the board last month, Mr.
Mabey stated “‘economic
reasons’ for accepting a -
new principalship with the
Washington Township
schools in Long Valley,
Marreis County. It has been
confirmed that he will re-
ceive approximately $2000,
more than he is being paid
in socuth Amboy,

At Monday night’s meeting
of the Board of Education,
Superintendent Eugene Do-
brzynski sald that 8 appli-
cants are being considered
for the position. No salary
was specified for the ggb,
although at a previous
meeting, board members
commented that .it would
probably be negotiable.

Mr. Mabey is committed
to remain with the local
system until at least Qcto-
ber 7, unless the board
names his successor and
releases him at an earlier
date.

APPOINTMENTS MADE

A number ofappointments
were made bythe board and
include Dr. D, D, Griffith,
medical examiner, ata sal-
ary of $1600 per year; Dr,
Robert D. Bennett, dental
examiner, $1600; George
Morgan, truant officer,
$1100; and Dr. J, Mermel-
stein, psychiatrist, who will
be pald per individual con=-
sultation, '

Mrs. Margaret Greeley
was named intermediate
class teacher at a salaryof
$5000 and the board ap-

- proved that an emergency

certificate be requested for
her. Miss Angela Char-
mello was named librarian .
at a salary of $6700 and *
David Jennings. was placed -
on a new salary aschedule
where he will receive
$7700. Mr. Jennings has
now ‘completed 30 credits
towards a master’s degree,

Another appointment was
that of Mrs. Anna Ruszcezyk
who was hired as matron -
for the high school at a
salary of $4200. The board:
plans to hire, another ma=
tron for the elementary
school and said that appli-
cations are now being takén
for that job.

Mr. Dobrzynski was rae=
appointed director of the
ESEA Title I program at
an annual salary of $600.
and Mrs. Ann Charmello
will‘serve as secretary for
the program at $300.

PURCHASES MADE

Approval waB given to
have the Superb Carpet Co.
install commercial type.
carpeting in the library at
a cost of $1204, One other -
estimate had been received
from S. Boyes Rug Co. for =
$1389.75,

A new table will be built
for the library and $ others .

Continued on page 2,
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