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EDITORIAL

: A

We, of the CITIZEN, know that you §Hare with us a
deep concern for the so-called récreational needs of
the youth of our city, ' :

We say ‘‘so-called recreational needs” for the want
of a better phrase. Perhaps we might bettex say--
facilities for them to use as they see fit--~be it dancing,
gabbing or socializing.

We, of the older generation, must forego our reac-
tionary way of thinking and begin to realize that today's
youngster is living in an entirely different world than
the one we had years back.

Today’s young people are muth more saophisticated
and blasé in their thinking, aims, wants and needs.
Whether we like it or not, their way-of-life is totally
different from ours and we must learn to not only live
with it, but also to accept it. ' a

By the same token, the younger people must learn 1o
not only live with us, but also to accept our way of
thinking, and our way of life, They must learn that there
are some things that we will not comprornise,

During the fantastic social upheaval that is now taking
place, it is vitally important that mores, conducive to the
welfare of our society, be upheld. We myst learn that there

' are inherent freedoms, privileges and rights that are
" irrevocable and therefore not to be taken from, or

denied to, anyone. The soclal convulsions of today

seem to be centered around ethic groups and youngs-
ters, These two classifications of our sqciety are’ the
most misunderstood people of today. These are the

. people who are ‘‘rocking the dream-boat’’ of the reac-
tionary, and, maybe rightly so.

AB just as their cause, or causes may be, the wave-
makers must realize that the Philistine’s {nherent
freedoms, privileges and rights must remain inviolate,
We must, all of us, be able to walk the streets in safety,
with all thg @ther perquisites that this statement implies.

The gap bewween our groups must be closed. It will be
for the benefit of all. We must, all of us, become flexible
in our way of thinking. We must, all of us, learn to under-
stand. We must, all of us, learn to be tolerant. In short,
we must, all of us, not only learn the meaning of the
word charity but also practice it. )

The CITIZEN feels that, in order to bring about a
cioser relationship between the young and the old,
a joint community project will help in the healing of
this schism,

Tre CITIZIIN f2els that a teen-age center of our own
could be just such a remedy for our ills. As a suggested
start, why don’t we look into the possibility of building
a plain and simple dance platform on the land-fill area?

The dance platform, and a cleared area of the beach
for beach parties, should be a relatively effortless under-
taking, ,

For the inclement weather operation, would it be possible
to move into the Water Works building? This should
work out very nicely in connection with a winter-time
program of sports such as skating, sledding and may
even offer the opportunity for skiing.

The CITIZEN will gladly cooperate with a responsible
committee, of both ages, for the furtherance of the sug-

~ gested center, and again, merely as a suggestion, per-
" haps the formulation of thi- committee should be placed
in the hands of the local Ministerilm Assoclation,

The above minor details, being strictly academic, are
easily worked out, because they are just that, minor
details, The bigproblem we all face is, can the two groups
get together and seriously discuss the situation we now
ace? It 18 up to us to make it work.

The ' CITIZEN’S suggestions, and they are only sug-
gestions, are offered so that we people of South Amboy,
young and old alike, will be able to show our interest
and sincerity by taking the first big step necessary for
the solution of our perplexing problem. Let’s give it
some thought,

Note: As we go to press with this editorial, a magazine
article, concerning this same situation in another town,
has been brought to our attention,

Appearing in the August issue of Parent’s Magazine,
it tells how a nucleus of fifteen teen-agers sparkplugged
a center in the community of Hemlock Farms in Pennsyl-
vania. The CITIZEN suggests that before we start throwing
cold water on the idea of a youth center for South A{nboy,
and before we start throwing roadblocks in the path™of it,
we all sit down and read this most enlightning article.

We of the CITIZEN feel sure that once you have read
of the Hemlock Farms enterprise, you will say, ‘‘We
can do the same thing here in South Amboy.”

'Bowuus{

CHAMPS - Shown here is New Jersey's senior
Senator, Clifford P. Case, congratulating three
New Jersey bowling champions, {left to right),
Thomas Tears, South Amboy; Mary Reid, As
bury Park; Senator Case; and Steven Croeger,
Trenton. These 1968 high school graduates are
successful scholastically as well, and are com-

Thursday, August 15, 1968

CHAMPIONS VISIT WASHINGTON

York.
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peting with youngsters from 35 other states for
shares of a $21,000 College Scholarship Fund.
The students will be freshmen at their respec-
tive colleges: St. Peter’'s College, Jersey City; J
Stewart School of Business, Asbury Park; and
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, New
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CONCERNED
ABOUT RATABLES
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PARK PROPOSED
FOR LANDFILL

The Central Planning

HENRY'S
Barber Shop:

2 Barbers - No waitingl Board of SayrevilNggat its
HAIR STYLING Monday night mee¥ng,
113 No. Faltus St passed a resolution rec-

South Amboy
- ommending, to the Mayor

and Council of Sayreville,
that the Morgan
area be dedicated as a
natural park area.

According to the Board,
| this land was deeded to the

Continued on page 2,
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MODERNIZATION OF CITY GOVERNMENT PROPOSED

Under the dynamic leader-
ship of President Fred
Henry, the city council has
instituted a move that may
bring changes to South Am=
boy’s 60-year-old form of
government, Meeting with
representatives of the New
Jersey Office of Community
Services, the council, last
Thursday evening, released
a report calling for 14
recommendations for
changes that will abolish
‘“the archaic 19th century
governmental system now
beingused in the 20th cen-

tury’.

For the past few months
Deputy Director Herbert
Rosen and Service Officer
John Scott have made ade-
tailed study of the city's.
administrative  workings
and have submitted their
findipgs in the report now
in the hands of the council.
Stresgsing the fact that
Amboy's present
form of government is not
only archaic but also tends
to allow the usurping of the
powers of the dulyelected
officials -- the mayor and
councilmen -- the report
illustrates several alter-
nate forms as outlined in
the Faulkner Act, Declin-
ing to make a concrete
recommendation as to what
plan the city should adopt,
the state representatives
portrayed two  strong
mayor-council forms, Plan
£ and Plan F,

Under Plan E the mayor

| and. councilmen would. be

elected on an “at-large”
basis, and under Plan F
they would be elected under
a ward system. Both plans
would have the mayor as
the chief executive of the
city with a city adminis-
trator actually running the
business of the city.

Serving four-year terms

" of office, the mayor and

council would be the legis~
lative body of the city hav-
ing certain veto powers
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and retaining a check and
balance control over all
municipal boards andcom-
missions, This retention of
powers, by duly elected
officials, will eliminate the
independent actions of ap-
pointed city officials who
have, .in the past, gone
against the wishes of the
people as expressed by
their ‘elected representa-
tives.

Rosen and Scottagainem-
phasized that the above ex-
amples were just that,
examples, and not recom-
mendations. They said,
““The decision must be left
to the people ?vho know what
is best for 'the city, the
people who live here.”

To bring about a change in
the city government, state
statutes require a public
referendum to establish a
charter study commission,
This can be accomplished
in two ways, by ordinance
or by a public petitioncon-~
taining the signatures of
20 percent of the registered
volers,

If it is found desirable to
reduce the normal two-year
period, required by the
above mentioned charter
commission study plan, the

change could be made by a-

petition signed by 20 per-
cent of the voters specifying
the form of goverament
desired,

Pointing out that changes
in the city government will
take time, the state people
urged the local officials to
start action in several
arecas that are now in dire
need of attentign. They
strongly urged the hiring
of a full-time business ad-
minigtrator, secretary and
building inspector. These
three positions will cost
the cityabout $21,000. They
also recommend the speedy
construction of a new city
hall that will house all
municipal offices and the
police department,

Revisions in the city’s’
accounting, budgetary and
purchasing systemsand the

addition of adequate me-~

chanized means for these,
systems, was also sug~

Jgested by Rosen and Seott, .

Application for state li-
brary funds, to partially
reduce the cost of a new
city hall, should also be
carried out, if part of the
structure was set aside for
the library.

Continued on page 2.
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PLEA TO LEADERS
ON BIAFRAN PLIGHT

Nine-ycar, old Meclanie
Nix, who yesterday was
just onc¢ of many children
attending day campistoday
the symbol of interest and
concern of a growing num-
ber of Americans horrified
by the plight of starving
Bidfran people.

Accompanied by Lhe Rev,
Alfonsus Dempsey, a priest
of the Holy Ghost Order,
Melanie will leave at 7:30
p.m. this evening for a 3
day trip to England and
Rome where they will meet
with the Archbishopof Can-
terbury and Pope Paul VI,
They will present to the
church leaders the need
for immediate action in
aiding the Biafrans in re-
foodstuffs made
available by worldwide
charities but which have
had difficulty in being de-

lvered.
Melanie’s selection to
represgent interested A-

mericans was the outcome
of a day-long rally held
last Thursday at the United

~Nations Plaza in which she

participated  with  her
mother, Mrs, Grace Nix,
and her brother, Philip.
Philip is a former Peace
Corpsman who served in
Nigeria and worked with
the Ibo tribes, whe com-
prise the largest ethnic
group in the seceding Ni-
gerian state of Blafra,

During last week’s rally,
Melanie happened to talk
to Pau! Connett, Chairman

‘of the Ameritan Commitiee

to Keep Biafra Allve, and
he decided-she wasanideal
choice-to gmphasize the ur-
gency of immediate action
to aig the starving AfMcans
who are dying at the rate

Continued on page 2.. - .,

Price 5¢ (Qut of Town 7¢}

A BB 1T

Commissioner Theodore
l.ewandowski of the Board
of Public Works, at last
luesday's meeting, ex-
pressed great concernover
the lack of new ratables
coming inte South Ambay,

Commenting again on the
recent decision of an alu-
minum plant to locate In
Maryland, instead of here,
the Commissioner had this
to say, ‘“‘We need ratables
like that if we are to carry
out our plans for a better
and more progressive city.
We are talking of a new
school, new city hall, hous=-
ing for the elderlyand join-
ing the Middlesex County_
sewage  Authority, and all
of this takes money. Where
are we going to get 1t*"?

lewandowski continued,
““People call me and stop
me on the street to regis-
ter their complainta a-
gainst the increased taxes
on their property. They all
ask the same question,
when are the taxes going
to become stabilized™?

‘The Commissioner {llus=
trated his commenis onthe
tax structure of South Am-
boy by using his own prop-
erty as anexample showing
that taxes on his property
increased more than four-
fold since 19358,

Superintendent Charles
Thompson, in his report
to the Board, stated that
the proposed plan toelimi-
nate the Roberts St. pump-
ing station has not, as yet,
been acted on by the Bo~
rough of Sayreville,

The Board has asked the
Borough for permission to
run the sewage of four
houses, now being serviced
by the pumping station, into
the sewer lines of Sayre-
ville, thus. eliminating the
expensive maintainence of
this pump.

WATER CONDITIONS
EXPLAINED

In other business, the Su=
perintendent explained that
the recent news story con-
cerning rusty water in the
Morgan section of Sayre- -
ville was not factual, Ac=-
cording to the news item,
a Morgan resident com=-
plained to the Borough of-
ficials that his water was
rusty and he was told that
this was due to an exist-
ing condition in South Am-
boy. Thompson stated that
when the water leaves the
South Amboy plant', it Is
clear, *‘In fact,”” sald
Thompson, ‘‘We ranchecks
on the water in the mainon
Grand St. and it’s clear
there also.”

“Thompson pointed out that
from Grand St, down
through the rest of the
Bayview Manor Morgan
section, the water travels
through very old nfainsand
that this could be the cause -
of the pick-up of rust, He
also told the Board that
the Morgan resident, who
had complained of the rus-
ty water, lived on the end '

"of a dead-end ’main.

Continued on page 2,
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