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FIRE ENGINE 'HOT' ISSUE

y The following letter gparked a iheated discugsion
between the Council and a private citizen at Tuesday
night’s council meeting, which brought the school situa-
tion to the forefront.

Addressed to the Mayor and Council, and signed by
-2 committee comprised of Charles Thompson, Gordon
Krause, Robert McGowan, Stanley Jankowski, Raymond
Nebus, Frank Conroy, John Nemeth, Leo Ryan, George
Quirk and Thomas E. Downs the letter reads:
“‘Genflemen,

This is a request from the Enterprize Hook & Ladder
Company that our present equipment be replaced with
a modern mechanized ladder truck. ‘

. Listed below are the Committee’s reasons for making
this request: -

Approximately 407 of the buildings cannot be reached
by our 50 foot extension ladder which takes eight men
to raise.

St. Mary’s school fire, the recent fire on Broadway
in the old Gundrum building and the one at Feltus and
Gordon Streets showed that more modern equipment
could have kept the extensive,damage resulting from
these fires to a minimum.

Broadway, the heart of the town, where the buildings
are attached to each other, would be a disaster area
if a fire, undetected for a time, happened to start in the
middte of the block., The only access to the origin of
the fire would be from a stationary ladder.

-

The proposed five story addition to the+hospital, which .

height ‘would be approximately seventy feet, would leave
us without a ladder to reach the top floor in case there
was a fire. :

With new garden apartments going up, we will be
able to utilize this valuable equipment if ever the need
arises,

Perchance- there may be a time that we will not be
able to get any assistance from the neighboring towns
with more modern equipment when needed most.

. We hope you will honor our request and the reasons

“ipulated for a new ladder truck#

On a motion made by Councilman Zebro, seconded

Py Councilman Rush, the Council voted to wurnthis letter
. ‘'over to the Committee on Fires,

Mrs. Russell Stillwagon, in a prepared statement,
objected to the spending of $55,000 to $67,000 for this
equipment stating that the money could be put to a better
use towards a new school and summer sessions. Accord-
ing to Mrs, Stiuwaﬁon, most fire alarms of this city are

, cars or false alarms, therefore the
heed of a new ladder truck is not necessary. .

Councilman O’Leary said that he is morally obligated
to protect the lives of the firemen, and if this new
eYuipment will help accomplish this, he is for the
‘purchase of a new ladder truck.

When Mrs. Stillwagon stated that the money could

: used for summer sessions, the Mayor told her that
this was a problem for the Board of Education and if,
needed, the council woyld help raise the funds for such

‘a purpose, if the Board thought that such a session is

o heeded.

- o e it

_ ~ Analysis Study Of South Amboy

In' a letter addressed to
Council President Fred
Henry, the Department of

department-by-department
basis which would encom-
pass such areas as the

Community Affairs of the | city’s assessment opera-
State of Néw Jersey has | tlons, recreational serv-
submitted a proposal to | ices, health services,

the Mayor and Council to
study the municipal gov-
. ernment of South Amboy
for the purpose of review=
ing the currentadministra-
tive structure and recom-
mending changesiftheneed
-bécomes apparent.

The city would be studied
in.the context of historical
developments, physical
characteristics, and popu-
latiqn trends. This phase
would serve as a general
informational background
for the remainder of the
studx 4

The next step, to be con-
sidered, would be the cur-

~rent government and ad-
ministration, This section
" of the report woulddiscuss
the actual organizational
structure and administra-
tive operations of the city

engineering services, of-
fice of the clerk, and any
other relevant munic¢ipal
offices, The study would
detail current government
operations in such a way
as to provide the govern-
ing body with an overview
of current operations,

The study would incor-
porate specific-suggestions
as to ways in which the
existing scope of services
in the citycanbe improved.
These recommendations
may be of a broad general
nature or of a specific na-
ture, depending onthe find-
ings.

The Office of Community
Services estimates that 1§
days would be required to
perform the study, The cost
of the study would not ex~
ceed $875; $291.67 to be

- government. The scope of )

existing government serv-

ices would be outlined on a Continued on page 7.

Mayor Proclaims Golden Airmail Anniversary Month

Postmasier John 10 Howlev and Fhe mayor issucd o proclamation
Mayor tichard 1, Schultz admire designating the month of May as,
poster commemorating the 50th An- ““Golden Atrmatl Anniversary
niversary of the U, S, Airmail Month.”

Scervice.
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Poterson Pharmacy | [ Main Liquor Store

"MASTER PLAN TO BE UP-DATED

In order to comply with the various requirements
of the federal government for the usage of monies (0
enter into an urban renewal plan, the Planning Board
advised the mayor and council to up-date its present
Master Plan. .

In a letter o the goveérning body, the Board wrote as
follows;

**Gentlémen,

The Planning Boardiscurrently faced with the problems

of evaluating the needs for a Neighborhood Analysis
and up~-dating of the Master Plan as a result of the City
of South Amboy entering into an utban renewal program,
Both of these documents take a fair amount of time to
prepare and the timeliness of the data that is used in
the preparation of these documents is also of concern to
the Planning Board. The present Master Plan was con-
ceived and developed just prior to the last census period
and hence when it was completed In 1960, it was ten
years old because it was based upon the 1950 census. As
fate will have it, it appears that the City of South Amboy,
if it is to consider an up-dating of the present Master
Plan, is going to wind up in the same set of circum-
stances as before. The 1970 census will be run duringthat
year and the data will be available in 1971; however, if
an up-dating of the present Master Plan is to take place,
then the potential two years that could be involved in the
development of plan would bring the city to the year 1970
with a completed plan based on data only of the 1960
¢ensis or again, ten years old,

Not all the elements pof the pldn are critically dependent
on the availability of up:eo—-é;ate census data or data
per se, It is the opinion of oard th;* nerhaps various
segments of the plan such as land use, major thorough-
fare plans, community facilities plan and revisions of
the zoning and subdivision ordinances could all be
done during the next few years with completion of the
Ii/gi’&llter Plan using up-to-date census data scheduled for

The Planning Board seeks to have your consideration

of this approachtothe Master Planin view of the progress

of the Urban Remewal Program to date and in view.of the
timing that will be involved in the subsequent stages. Our
Consultant advises us th everal years are involved
and normally several years are involved in these pro-
grams, then the completion of the Master Plan could
be scheduled into the timeing-of the Urban Renewal Pro-
gram such as to be a completed document or adopted
as an officlal Master Plan by the completion of PartI
or, at worst, the completion and submission of Part II.
This cduld be at least several years away based upon the
timing of the program date. ' . .

At present, the City of South Amboy is also attempting.
to submit the data required for a Cerfification ofa

Continued on page 7.
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Citizens Ad(tisnry
Committee Named

In a letter to the Mayor
and Council, signed by
Commissioner Bernard
O'Connor, Chairman of the
Planning Board, the follow-
ing names were submitted
for membershiptothe Citi-

* zens Advisory Committee;

John Wilson; Edward Flan-
nery; - John Ploskonka;
Henry Kurtz; Mrs. Frances
Stratton; the Rev. Edward
Cooke; John Bloodgood,
John Hardy; James Hager-

‘man; Kenneth Szaro; and

Raymond Parrish. .

It is expected that the
council will confirm the
choices of the Planning
Board for this most im-
portant committee. The
CAC is a relatively new
concept of a citizen's ap~
proach to local govern-
mental affairs. Their main
function will be to keep
abreast of municipal af-
fairs such as Urban Re-
newal and other similar
projects. In many com-
munities, such as the
Borough of Woodbridge, the
CAC replaces several
Commicsions and Boards
now prevalent in munici-
pal gevernment,

In other action, the Presi-
dent of the Council, Coun-
cilman - at - Large, Fred
Henry, named Mr. John
Mulez to the South Amboy

Housing Authority, replac=_]

ing Mr. Kenneth Mundy,
who resigned from that
body last month,

Ordinance No. 795, which
is an ordinance authoriz-
ing anp emergency ap=-
propriation for the prepa-
ration of a revision of the
general and permanent or-
dinances of the City of
South Amboy, came up {for
its firast reading at-Tues-
day night’s meeting. The
full context .of -the Or-
dinance is printed else-
where in this issue of the
CITIZEN. :

Henry, endorsing the ac-
tion of the Council’'s pass-
ing of this*Ordinance, said
that this is long overdue,
and is one of many steps
being taken to up-date the
functions of South Amboy.-

COURT CLERK |

RESIGNS

Mrs. Le Roy Kurtz, who

has been Clerk of the local -

Magistrate’s Court for the

past six years, tendered:

her resignation to the
Mayor and Council at last

Tuesday night’s meeting. .

" In her letter, Mrs, Kurtz
explained that her actionis
due topersonal reasonsand
went on to thank Judge
Everitt, the Police Depart-
ment and the city officials
for their help and kindness

- during her tenure of office.

Accepting Mrs. Kurtz's
resignation with regrets,

Presgident of the Council, -

Fred Henry, explained that
this position corhes under
Civil Service and a
replacement will be made
by June 30, the date of Mrs.
Kurtz's retirement,

Mr. Robert Kipp, General
Manager of the Rariwn
River Rail Road, wrote a
letter to the council pro-
testing the use of the Rari-
tan St, bridge by overloaded
sand trucks,

City Attorney Mullane in-
formed the council that he
has been in touch with the
various agenciesconnected

with the bridgeand has been

told that, atthis time, there
isn’t any money for a new
bridge.

Mayor Schultz has asked
the local, Sayreville, and
State Police to check this
situation. An appeal to the
Freeholders, it was ex-
lained, brought the reply,
‘Issue summonses.”

Explaining that this would

force the trucks to come -

through town, the mayor
and council agreed that the
problem has reached an
impasse. ot

Continued on page 7.
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Garbage Situaﬁbn |

Aired

Former Councilmanofthe
First Ward, Eugene
Szeszko, questioned the
council about its reasons

for the signing of a contract .

for garbage collection; a
contract that calls for the
spending of over $400,000
for five years.

At last Tuesday’s coun-.
cil meeting, the Mayor was
empowered to sign a five-
year contract with Jersey
Sanitation of East Bruns-
wick, for the collection of

garbage at a cost ofghe

$419,450.

According to Szeszko, this
constitutes a 309 increase
over the previous contract
with the same company.

President of the Council,

Fred Henry, refuted Szes= -

zko’s statement by pointing
out that this 30% increase
was over & period of 10
years, not the last five,and.

- went on to ask Szeszko why

he didn’t raise tliis question
when he (Szeszko) was on
the council, .
Szeszko objected to the
signing of a five-year con-
tract and wanted to know
why a year-to-year con-
tract couldn’t be made. He
was told that when the bids
were advertised, at the be~

. glaning of the year, a five~

year contract was the only
one the various companies

would - consider. He was’
Jvas,
Continusd on page 7.
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J. J. Harrigan Co., Ine.
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