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EDITORIAL ' -

ADOPTION -OF SCHOOL BUDGET
" DESERVES ATTENTION

Next Wednesday evening at 8 p.m. in City Hall, the
Board of School Estimate will hold a public hearing
at which time they will review the South Amboy public
school budget for 1967-68. The estimated amount to
be fulfilled from local tax levy is $431,217,'an outright
increase of 3$68,854,51 over last year’s budget of
$351,362.49. The increase includes $11,000 for a
mandatory fire detection system, dictated by state law,
which must be included in this year’s budget. This is a
capital outlay item that, although included in the school
budget, could be financed by a bond issue. The simple
arithmetic involved in figuring the increase might in-
dicate to the taxpayer only that an increase in his
personal taxes is forthcoming,

But is this all? We think not; we think that the in-
crease in the school budget 1s justified and we offer
the following facts for the taxpayer’s consideration:

In December 1966 the South Amboy Educatton-Asso-
clation accepted a salary schedule in which the new
starting salary for a bachelor of arts degree is $5,800
with a maximum of $9,400. With minor reservations,
the teachers felt the ineYease was a fair one. Thelr deci-
slon was agreed on following negotiation meetings with
the Board of Education that were conducted with coopera-
tion and mutual respect. '

Last month a progressive educational concept was
-advocated by these same teachers when they requested
the board to implement curriculum changes in the
high school. The proposed changes would be more flexible
in a swdent’s choice of study courses and takes into
consideration the student who is undecided on whether or
not he will continue further education.

We mention these facts in light of the wide-range
publicity received in recent weeks by school districts
within surrounding areas. Woodbridge Townshipteachers
returned to classes this week following a walkout that
lasted 2 weeks, It was an ugly time for that community
that found teacher pitted against teacher and it became
a situation that finally involved the presence of labor
mediator Theodore Kheel. Negbtiating teachers in Mata-
wan accused their school board of **bargaining in poor
faith.” Last week in Linden, 65 percent of the city’s
teachers called in ‘‘sick” protesting conditions there,

Last week also, mediation was to be sought in Edison
as teachers and board members reached a standstill in
their contract negotiations.

In view of what has and can happen in other school
districts, we think what happened in South Amboy is
commendable. Contract negotiations were conducted with
dignity and honor, We also think the fact that the teachers’
curriculum committee waorked on their own time and
without pay is commendable and it is a strong indication
that while teachers are interested in their salaries,
they are also interested in their students,

The budget 10 be reviewed next week does not allow
for implementation of new programs; itisa ‘‘bare-bone’’-
budget reflecting rising costs in student education ‘and
transportation in addition to salary increases. It-is a
minimal budget. We feel it should be adopted.

Letters To Ihe Editor
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Most people are usually too quick to critize events
or happenings of the day, but are not too eager to take
the time to offer a good word to anyone who does a good
thing. 1 am very happy at this time to take these few
minutes by contributing my good feelings to our locat
board of education and our local teachers of South
Amboy on the way they conducted themselves by reach-
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COUNTRY AWARD - Mrs. Elizabeth Marczak, county
president, and president of the Sacred Heart Post 578
Ladies Auxillary, presented the COUNTRY AWARD
to Mr. Francis Barbieri of 320 Parker Ave., South
Amboy, for his bravery in action while serving in
Vietnam for which he was awarded the Bronze Star

-
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At a briefre-organization
meeting of the Board of
Education held last even-
ing, Frederic Reese was
elected president, re-
placing Mrs. HowardErvin
who had held the post for
the past year but who still
continues as a board mem-
ber, Chester Zamorski was
named vice-president and
James J, Harrigan was
welcomed toa 5-year term.
He was appointed by Mayor
Richard J. Schultz and re-
places Leslie Batchelor,

A native of South Ambay,
Mr., Reese attended local
schools and received a de-
gree from RutgersUniver-
sity, His education alsoin-
cludes summer sessions in
vocational educatjon
at Cornell University. He
began his teaching career
at Hoffman High Schooland
then taught in Bound Brook
and at the New Brunswick
Vocational and Technical
High School. He is cur-
rently the assistant prin-
cipal of the Perth Amboy
Vocational- and Technical
High School.

Mr., Reese has served as
a member and past presi-
dent of the Library Board,
served one term asacoun-
cilman in the 4th Ward, and
is currently a member of
the South Amboy Economic
Opportunity Committee.

‘Ing an agreement on their salary guide without having
a public demonstration such as we
hearing about in our immediate area,

If ‘'more people would say a good word about a good
thing to the deserving, rather than sit back and just

- -walt- to- criticize -what they feelis a bad thing, we would

all live in a more peaceful world.

(Signed) BERNIE NEWMARK
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and Purple Heart,

The presentation took place at the 21st convention
'0f the Catholic War Veterans held at Sacred Heart
Church, Sunday, January 29, 1967.

Looking on is Edward Kaboski, general chairman,

When James J, Harrigan
was welcomed to a S-year
term by the Board of Edu-~
cation at their re-organi-
zation meeting last night,
he donned a familiar hat
as far as civic Interests
and work are concerned.

The popular head of a real
esfate agency, bearing his
name, on Route 9 has long
devoted much time to in-
terests directly connected

James J, Harrigan

with the city’s educational
welfare, Only lagt year, he
served as the buildings and

Citizens Advigory Com-
mitlee formed by cthe Board
of Education to study school
expanslon. He algo served
simultaneously on the first
Advisory Committee o the
south Amboy Adult Even-
ing School.

A native of Perth Am-
boy, Mr, Harrigan has lived
in South Amboy since child~
hood and artended local
schoots before graduating
from 5.t Peter’s College,
Jersey City, with an A,B,
degree in physics. While at
St. Peter’s he was the re-
cipient of the honorary Gold
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Civic Interests "0ld Hat’
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grounds chairman of “the-
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to an outstanding student.
He has also done work in
real estate and insurance
at Seton Hall and Rutgers
Universities and holds an
M,T.L. degree from New
York University.

Among his first jobs was
a stunt as an ofl bottle
washer at the Shell O1l Co.
in Sewaren, ag at that time
there was a lackof jobs re-
quiring his particular
background. Shortly after-
wards' he became asso-
ciated withinsurance agen~
cles in Perth Amboy be-
fore becoming an assistanc
to the chief evaluator for
the Federal Housing Ad-
ministration at the Newark
office, He worked then as

Continued on page 2

EXEMPT FIREMEN
TO MEET

The Exempt Firemen’s
Assoclation will mee} at
the Protection Firehouse
on. Monday, February 6,.4a1]
8 p.m. New officers for
the year will be ingtalled
at this meeting,

The officers for the year
1967 are: Henry Kurtz,
president; Joseph Quinlan,
vice president; John Leon~
ard, secretary; and Al Sor-
rentino, treasurer,

Committees for the year
for the Firemen's Relief
Agsociation and the Fire~
men’s State Exempt Agso-
clation will be appointed at
this time.

All members are urgedto
attend.

Following the meeting, a
social will be held.

—

Fred Reese.

FINAL REGISTRATION
FOR EVENING SCHOOL

Director Michael E. Poll
has announced that final
registration for the South
Amboy Adult Evening
School will be held Friday

8:30 p.m, in the Hoffman
Hiﬂh School auditorium,
John St,

Classes will be held on
Monday evenings for a per-
fod of 10 weeks starting
Feb. 6.

Openings are still avail-
.able in art workshop, Early
"American Decorating, typ-
ing, shorthang, beglnning
sewing, advanced sewing,
slimnastics, chess, cdn-
versational Spanish, ball-
room dancing, and invest-
ments and securities,

High achool equivalency
courses in English and
Math-Sclence are also be~
ing offered.
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evening, Feb. 1, from 7 to.

FRED REESE HEADS BOARD OF EDUCATION

Inl hig service with the
Board of Education, Mr,
Reese is the third genera~
tion of his family to serve
on this board. His grand-
father, Willlam Woodwar
wag a member in 19
and his father, Irvin L,
Reeae, was the president
of the board in 193S. -

Married to the former
Lousita Connor, art in-
structor at Hoffman High
School, the couple are
parentsa of 2 daughters:
Mary Lou, a teacher in
the Edison Township sys-
tem and Peggy, a secre~
tary in the Graduate School
of Psychology at Rutgers
University and a student
at Newark State College.
.APPOINTMENTS MA

During their meeting, the
board designated the Am-
boy-Madtson National Bank
and the South Amboy Trust
Co. as official depositories
for school funds; the CITI-
ZEN as official newspaper;
and will continue to hold
their regular meetings on
the 4th Wednesday of each
month.

The new president re-
named himself and Joseph
Herrmann to serve on the
Board of School Estimate
and carried over other
committee appointments to
a future meeting.

The Board of School Esti-
mate will hold a public
hearing next Wednesday,
February 8, at 8 p.m. in
City Hall on the 1967-68
school budget.

Due to a legal holiday,
Washington’s Birthday, the
board’s February meeting
wiil be held on Thursday,
February 28,

- oy - -

BRENNAN HEADS SHADE
* TREE COMMISSION

Mr. William Brennan of

. Bordentown Ave, was un-

animously elected pres-
ident of the South Amboy
Shade Tree Commission at
the regular monthly meet-
ing heid last Monday night
in the City Hall.

Mr. Harold McLaughlin
was elected treasurer, also
unanimously, and Mrs. Ed-
ward Lagoda was re~named
as secretary of the board.

The board discussed plans
for the spring planting,
which will soon get under
way. The public is advised
to watch for the notice that
will be printed in the CITl«
ZEN. .

Trees, that had been
planted last year and failed
to survive, willbe replaced
free of cost.

It was announced that
flowering cherry trees,
mountain ash and Norway
maples will again be of-
fered to the people of South
Amboy at cost.

Purchasers of trees in
previous years are again
reminded, by the commis~
sion, to water their trees
at least once a week. One
pail of water will suffice,

The commissioners also
remind the owners of the
flowering cherry trees,
that, any growth below the
grll(m? bud, which is about
S feet from the ground, is
common cherry stock
growth and should be re-
moved. The purpase of this
tree is to grow from §
feet on up 80 that motor
vehicles will not be the
cause of any Injury to the
tree,

Sayre-Woed

Soles -







