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INQUIRING REPORTER

With the opening of school less than (wo weeks away, we
continue (o present answers received from various South
Amboy residents on the recommendations made by the state
Board of Education concerainfihe South Amboy school sys-
tem. We still welcome further opinions which may be sent
to: School Question, ‘“The South Amboy Citizen”, 433
Augusta St., South Amboy. '

QUESTION: The State says that the present
.public school plant is outdated and has suggest-
_ed it be razed and replaced by elementary schaol
rooms and that a neiv senior high school be built
on the landfill area. W hat are your thoughts on
this proposal? -

JOHN C, FLOSKONKA - Mr. Ploskonka {s a former mem-
ber of the South Amboy Board of Education,

ANSWER - ‘‘Education of our children should be foremost
in our minds; the goal--a curriculum that will assure state
accreditation and prepare our students for the best colleges
and universities in the toumtry.

‘“With this In mind, the school and new gym should be con-
structed on the landfill area. Why not; free property, ample
space and what better advertising and e‘couragement to
builders and industry through setting an example?

" To the best of my knowledge, taxpayers have lived in the
eastern part of the city aince the time when South Amboy
was the mecca of the railroad. These people had to travel
across the same route to places of worship, schools, com-
munity affairs. Except for a few cases due to negligence
through unsafe practices, these people lived through these
so-called hardships. The present thinking {¢ an insult to
their intelligence. ~ - :

‘“As for the present school, it could further be expanded by
converting the present gym to 4 to 6 ¢lassrooms, more than
ample for grades 1 through 8. The old, remodeied section
could be utilized for municipal purposes:

‘“Pros and cons will always exist, therefore the final de-
cision and responseibility should be placed inthe hands of a
strong citlzens’ committee to insure aplant wecan admire
‘with pride.”’ .

: ]
VINCENT P. HIGGINS - Mr. ngg'lﬂa is aformer president
of the South Amboy Board of Educatlon.

ANSWER -‘'The consideration of erecting a newhigh sqﬁool
involves many factors and many parties: the Mayor and Clty
Council, the citizens and taxpayers, the local Board of Edu-

cation, the State Board of Education, and, particularly, the

child:-en. . .

‘“The most obvious factor to which the above mentioned
parties must direct their attention is need. Does South
Amboy need a new high schocl?. :

‘“Though I respectfully take notice of the expertise with
which the State Board of Education applies itself in its
activities, 1 must take issue with their recommendation.
Firstly, their recommendation is an objective one, which
it obviously must be. However, if an accurate decision is
to be made, [ believe that subjective recommendations
should be heard. | speak as acitizen, taxpayer, and former
president of our local Board of Education.

“Qur city {8 one mile square. It lsfeographlcally restrict-
ed and will grow no larger. Unlike Madison Township,
Sayreville, and Woodbridge, we face nc pressing problems
of dpace and facilities in our school system. This statement
is substantiated by the large number of our young people
who upon completion of their education, marry and move
away. Very few new homes are constructed in our city. A
considerable percentage of our population is retired or
semi-retired. Many more are reaching retirement.

‘“Consider the number of students our high school
graduates each year. I belleve you'll find it is quite small
in comparison to other high schools in the area.

‘*Consider, nextly, the economic atmosphere of our
city. There is little industry, ergo, few tax ratables. Who
would sustain the burden of raising revenue for a new high
school? The answer is quite obvjous. While it is not my in-
tention to classify the residents of our city as indigent, nei-
ther do [ feel that affluence abounds. ! merely call your
attention to this for consideration. . b

‘*While the State Board of Education ‘‘sbudders’’ to think
of the school conditions in South Amboy, [ would welcome
studies and recommendations by all parties concernedbe-
Tore I engage in any shuddering. I do shudder to think of
the economic repercussions which would follow if such a
recommendation were-accepted and pursued without ques-
tion. . : ‘ _

** At the risk of sounding paradoxical, ! also beltove'that
our most valuable resource is our children. They are our
city's investment in the future. Before the ground break-
ing, however, | feel that more fact finding and research
should be conducted and the results made public.

‘“Before any further recommendations are made, the citi-
zenry should be informed of the actual conditions as they
exist. Again, 1 do not wish to cast aspersions on the State
Board of Education’s skill and insight, but they seem and
sound unfamiliar with cur city. . .

“If our high school Ils inadequate, and [ am not convinced
that it is, all remedial courses of action should be¢ exsmined
before reaching a deculon."‘ ' .

(Continued on page 2)
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School Beard Favers
New High Scheel

Although  nothy specific
v Jelinite has con~-
luded  conceral school

plant needs, Bosrd of Bde-
cation president C. Logli
batchelor  announced Jast

bers (avor the construction
ot 4 new high school bui

and the concentration of &
clementary  school puplls,
g1 ades kindergarten I%
i ihe existing school p

at Jdahn St¢, He gave this
1onponee tn reply 10 8 QUOS-
o asked by a parsmat st
the hoard meeting,

i atller, board secretary
:M1s. Ann Charmello, re
fe communication from the

B . mayor and council request-

moving cart used to assure safe hand-

angles such as might be
barges, piers and loading

ramps of airplanes.

'tng plane and specifications

“§ 1fui a new school or echool
3 addition.

Hefore the meet-
ing, Mayor Kichardg Il.
schultz, Councll President
I red Henry and Counciiman
i'eter J. Rush met in caucus
with the board to diecuss
an aduli education program.

The memberes of the gov-
erning body, slong with two
board members, comprise
the Hoardot 8chool Estimate
which allocatss the amounmt
of money to be spent for
achool needs. It (s antici-
pated that once the program

Superintendent of Schools
Eugene S. Dobrzynskl re-
vealed last night that the
enrollment for the coming
school year 80 far has
reached 953 pupils, an in-
crease of 33 over the pre-
vious year. It is expected
that 535 students will attend]
the elementary school and
420 the junior high and high
schools.

Revelation of the pupil pop-
ulation came at a time when
the school board is wrest-
ling with plans to provide
additional space for the in-
creulngloenroumem which
can no longer be contained
fn the 47-year-old high
school building and the 8
year old elementary school
annex.

Several months ago Mr,
Dobrzynski compiled a re-
port In which It was indi-
cated that durf
school Yyear, 1 student
were housed in grades 7-12
in a schoolplant designed for
a capacity of 2% and that
$19 students in K-6 in faci-
lities originally provided for

Substantial curriculum re-
visions are also planned for
the coming yvear, The curri-
culum has been-expanded to
include chemistry for ter-
minal students, General
Business Arithmetic II, dri-
ver :education, mechanical

dra s music, business
education, remedial reading
and special education
< s. The last mentioned

is being projected for the
near future,

wnother course will be
added as a result of action
taken by the board [last

the ut-;

' SCHOOL ENROLLMENT INCREASING,
NEW FACULTY MEMBERS HIRED

month  for their regular
meetings,; use of the domes-
tic sclence room on the se-
cond Wednesday for execu-
tive board meetings, the
auditorium for astudent

and for sock hop dances
following home bsshetball
ames, the annual bazaar
for Dec. 2 and permission
to conduct saving . stamp
sales on Tuesdays.

In each case, referral was
made 10 the superintendent
to be arrapged st his dis-
cretion, in-view of ‘the fact
that two classrooms will be

1d in the auditorium. By
state permisgsion, the board
had been authorized topar-
tition the auditorium for this
purpose for a period of one
yeoar,

NO CHANGE IN
SPLIY SESSIONS

To a query about addition-
al classes going on split ses-
sion (n Septe r, Mz, Do-
brzynski remarked last
year’s policy of having just
the fifth grades on half-
‘session -will be continued.

The - supsrintendent dis-
closed that enroliments bave
been rising at the rate
up to 10 lzr cent annually
a trend t may continue
for the next ten years. Class-
room space is very muchre-
stricted, he said. The kin-
dergarten registrafion to
date numbers exsctly 100

with more pupils expected
to be earollad before :gool
opens. - '

Last- night three teachers
were ired ghd a male cus-

night- -E lectronics, Electti-
city and Energy. Mr. Do-
brzynski was authorized to
set yp this course after he
announced last night that
thisg course was insdvertent-
ly omitted from the program

of curriculum expansion as
devised previously,

The Parent-Teacher Asso-
‘clation discoviéred last night
what inconveniences will
have to be endured as 2 re-
sult of crowded facilities.
The association requested
use of the auditorium on the
tifird  Wednesday of each

todian had been e d un-
officially, “rh.ma ad-
journed before it realized
that it had not acted on the
hiring of the custodian,
Action on hiring Leonard
Chrzaszcz . as custodian is
expected at the next meet-

ing.

?htuucz "was given the
preference over other
applicants, inc _waree
women, because he s 21
yoars of age. Two present

iy 53 i

(Continued on page 4)
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SEEK FEDERAL FUNDS

FOR WATER WORKS

The Board of Public
Works met again with city
engineer kEdward C. Rell-
ly this Tuesday to devise
plans for a new water re-
servoir and transmission
lines running tothe proposed
storage tank from the water
treatment plant, Federal
funds are being sougit to
fi.nu:c 00' thh: probtzmtnuy
planning of t roject.

Retl} counuﬁ.d the board
that the investigation, plan
drawing and comparison of
figures may taks as long
as two months or more be-
fore data can be presented
to the Community Factlities
Administration Iin the (inal
stage. This is a branch of
the federal governmant
which provides moneytomu-
niclipalities for the payment
of sngineering and planning
costs for local Projects.

Last December, the board
had hoped to obtain federal
assistance under the Acoele-
‘rated Public Works pro-
gram, but euch grants to
[county municipalities was
discontinued since employ-
ment in the sres had in-
creased considerably. This
program was dev to help
rehabilitste financially
depressed regiona, a con-

of dition which at that time no

lied to Middlesex
was In effect for

a time under Kennedy admi-
nistration. Moreover, such
funds, as provided, had be-
comse sxhausted. o

Now that the city borrowing
power had improved, due (0 d
recent. re-evaluation of
property values in the clty,
the d molfl confident :m
some kind bonding p!
can be safely generited to
pay for the new reservoir
and distribution line in the
waier system over a lol:
period of time. A tank
about s million and & half
galion capacity is desired. A
rough cost estimate of the
dost (s between $200,000 and
$300,000, -

In March of this yesr
the board 8 coet
survey mads by the engl-
neering firm of Metcilf and
Eddy of New_ York which
called for the ex ture

longer

of between $800,000 and $1
(Continued on page 2)

{s eostablished, applicants
will be required to.r.y a
mitimum enrolimemt of
about $8. However, nothi
permangnt was deter
psnding establishment of the
P Fing the regul mesting
ring the regular
of the board, presidemt C.
Leslie Batchelor disclosed
that an adult education pro-
gram will probably be eet
in the near future. At
that i the board will ad-
vertiss what subjects in the
curriculs will be offered ac-
cording to what teachers can
be hired. He promised to
give more infor mation soon.
The parent, Mrs. Elsonor
Litts, declared flatly that
she 1s opposed t0 & school
sddition. ‘‘We ought to con-
struct a new school so chat
later we won't be criticined
that we didn’t provide for this
or that as we are now being
criticizead.” She said chat as
far back as zix years ago
school plant deficlenciss
were beginning to come into
evidence. The annex 1o the
mum school bullding was
it in 1936,

4 YEAR HIGH SCHOOL
PREFERRED

no school buildings will be
torn down,’’ Baichelor em-
phasized. ‘'We are tofavor
of building a four-yesr high
school at another siss a0t

is more economical but also
becauss of restrictedground
oru;’o. at the present school
site.

be working de on
school expansion feeds.
"Much ground work has (o
be dons, First, wa have to
find out what we wam, We
won't be hiring s schosl
srchitect tomorrow Or even
next week until we know what
we ,Iuvr to do, Mednwhile,
mestings With e seperin:

(] - -
tendent, the schivol staff and
all other pesple wi

sveryons.'
When board member Jehn

]

Prossripiions singe u

night that the board mem~ -

‘““You.can rest assured that

only becsuse we think it

The board, he sald, will

holp us, bedore ety o
We ar':'npocuum
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