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~ INQUIRING REPORTER

By next week we expecttoclose out this series of angwers |

to our question concerning the South Amboy public school
situation. We hope to present a summary of the comments
received. so far, and any readers who would still like to

comment are welcome to do so by writing tQ: School Ques-
2::}; ““The South Amboy CltizenY', 433 An%u-ta St., South
oy. - .

QUESTION: The State says that the present
public school plant is outdated and has suggest-
ed it be rased and replaced by elementary school
rooms and that a neiw senior high school be built
on the landfill area. What are your thoughts on
this proposal?

F.E. HARTMANN - The state legislative representative for
the N.J. State Volunteer Firemen's Association, the N.J:
Sta ge, and .the N,J, State Fire Police, Mr,
Harumann also acts as liaison officer for.the latter two
groups. .
ANSWER - '"Regarding our school buildings and City Hall
and their locations, I would like to make the following com-
ments: 1. The present building should not be torn down;
from a visual ingpection, it appears structurally sound,
2, the school board should not let the state school board
‘‘bully’ them’ into tearing down any building. | know from
experience as a ‘‘liaison officer’ for State Firemen's As-
sociations that you should know your subject and be a dip-
lomat; be courteous and tactful. If they see you mean busi-
ness, they will quiet down and be willing to discuas the sub-
Ject or subjects; 3. The school board should appoint a good
committee (not necessarily school board members) to
contact the state schoolboard andgo over their problem; do
not advise them in advance what you intendto talk about or
give them any chance to be ready for your committee.

‘““The present City Hall should not be torn down to make
room for a new school addition. The reasons can be dis-
cusséd in future articles. The-State School Board would
like to have all new schools to have at least Sacres of
ground. The present school building stands on approximate-
ly 2acres andthe City Hall propertyon about 1 acre, equal-
ing 3 acres. :

““The landfill area with proper testing of theground area,
! belleve, will require piling and a larger foundation than
on normal or virgin soil. It is subject to severe east storms
and probably flooding, causing a severe drainage problem
and'a sanitary sewer problem plus expensive installation of
water lines due tothe lowelevation of the ground. The State
School Board recommends that railroad crossings suchas
those located there should be avoided. I don’t believe that
industry would locate there due to expensive bulk-heading
and the costof driving pilings for foundations for machinery
and buildings.

‘“Serious consideration should be given to the effect of
dredging if it-were bulkheaded and a channel or slips dug,
due to salt water infiltration and effect of breaking the fresh
water seal because of the Water Works Wells. ks or a
dock would be expensive to install because they would have

to extend quite a distance out for deep water. For these

reasons, | do not believe a school should be built on the
landfill site. ) .
‘“There has been some unfavorabie criticism of people who
have condemmed the landfill., All I havetosay at this time
is that people who live in glass houses should not throw
stones. Every citizen shoulg be free to express his or her.
comments because we need constructive criticism in this

day and age."’
*

Councilman's Action Nullifies Ordinance

An ordinance introduced by
the governing body August 3
and approved unanimously on
first reading by the council
came to naught when pre-
sented for second and final
readihg this past Tuesday
.when a councilman, Eugene
S. Szeszko, voted against
its adoption. Mayor Richard

- J. Schultz, Council President
Fred Henry and Councilman
John Connors were dis-
trt;usht at Szeszko's rever-
sal. :

‘Henry, who was visfbly an-
noyed by Szeszko’'s'action

‘reminded him that Szeszko
had voted in favor of the
ordinance two weeks ago.

. Szeszko, on the other hand,
contended that hé hadargued
against the ordinance for the
past two months or so at the

council business sessions.

Two councilmen, John J.

Howley and Peter J. Rush,

. were absent, being on vaca-

tion,
Atfected was the positionof

utlutF clerk which was to be
: y Helen McCiabe, an

employee of the Water De-
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partment office. Under the
proposed , ordinance,
Mrs. McCabe was to divide
her time with the Water
Department, the tax office
‘and the city clerk’s office.
Szeszko recalled that two
weeks ago Councilman How-
ley remarked that the ordi-
nance would not create a new
position but was designed to
make fuller use of Mrs.
McCabe's time and services.
He said that upon reconsi-
deration he thinks Howley
was wrong in this supposi-
tion, in his opinion he stated
that in effect it is creating a
new job and a superfluous one
at that, ,
What Szeszko contended
was that the cityshouldcon -,
tinue the procedure it had
followed in the past, that is
hire temporary clerks on a
part time basis for the two
or three days when needed
to make up payrolls and such,
‘“How long does it take to
make., up a payroll?”’ he
asked.
—TO IS HENTY Teipondsed
that Szeszko is taking advan-
tage of the situation, that he
should have notified fellow
councilmen in advance about
his intentions, not waittothe
last moment.

. WOULD SAVE
TAXPAYER'S MONEY
"*With this ordinance we had
hoped to save the jaxpayers
some money,’”’ Henry main-
n it comes to
saving ' the' peopls some
mpney,’’ Szeszko repli
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Fedoral Loaa Sum
For New Standpipe

Memberas of the -Board of
Public Worke met at a
special meeting with city
engineer tidward C. Reilly
v map out new possibilities
fur theconstruction und
financing of » new water re-
servolr and (ransmisalon
lies. Ihe conference took
place last night at the board
"It was Reilly's opinion, ee
It wan Reilly's -
pecially nou.m:_m::h-u
Juhnson has declared New
Jersey a disaster ares be-
cause of the prolonged
drought, that some federal
programs of assistance
would be made available for
local water vorhh projcts.
I he situation has changed
since several years back, he
said, when the board sought
fuderal aid for a new stand-
pipe. Due 1o a recent re-
cvaluation, the city’s bond-
Ing capacity has incressed.
Previously board members
made extensive eflorts to
secure federal ald, writing
to congressmen and eens-
tors and securing what in-
formation was available at
the time. However, the ef-

What to do about SouthAm-
boy's seven traffic signal
lights to legalize them (s
stéadily becoming a night-
mare to city officiala. About
a month ago Mayor Richard
J. Scultz happily announced
that at least one of them, at
the intersection of Majn 5t.
and Broadway, has recsived
state sanction according to
information he obtained, but
now he (s not even sure of
this after the receipt of a
letter from Trenton,

In the latest correspond-
ence, this one from Gerald
J. Driscol], chiefof the Traf-
fic Service Department, the
governing body was informed
that an investigation of these
lights, from the standpoint of
legal and engineering as-
pects, the traffic lights do not
conform to the state statutes
pertaining to their install-
ation and operation.
All of the traffic lights are
located on county roads.
They were listed as being
situated at Main St, and Ste-
vens Ave., Bordentown and
Pine Aves., Stevens Ave. and
John St., Stevens Ave. and
Augusta St., Main and Fel-
tus Sts., Washington Ave. and
Walnut St., and the one on
Broadway.
The letter declared that
these lights cannot -be re-
jcommended to the state
motor vehicle director for
any type of approval, sven
on a temporary basis pend-
ing their modernization, for
the following reasons:
(1) The signals do not meet
the state minimum statutory
requirements pertaining to
installation _and operation.
E( 2) Anapproval issued with-
o

ut regard to statutory re-
uirements would place the
irector in an untenable po-
sition in the event of a civil
action resulting from an ac-
cident at anyone of these in-
ersections. ‘
(3) The requiredtraffic vol-
mes at three of the inter-
tions are so marginal that
modernization will probably
PEQUILE ThE Uss OItrartic-ac-

TRAFFIC LIGHTS RECOMMENDATIONS
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tuated equipment before
approval can be issued.

(4) Traffic at three of the
intersections is 8o sparse
that lega. or technical justi-
fication for them cannot be
found. :

{(5) The remaining signal
light, processed by the state
in March, 1960, has not heen
inatalled and operated in the
manner hecessary before it
cah be recommended for ap-
proval, :

STATE MAKES

The report continued with
recommendations. ‘'Asare-
sult of a thorough and de-
tailed evaluation of this
situation with our engineers,
it is recommended that:

(1) The seven subjecttraf-
fic signals should be placed
on flashing .operation, pro-
viding flashing amber to the
main street and flashing red
to the.mae Street for the
interim period during which
the modernization of the
thres warranted signals and
the corrective action con-
cerning the fourth signalcan
be accomplished. .

{2) Stop sign control on the
side streets be implemented
in conjunction with the use
of flashing red indications.

(3) As soon asthese signals
are placed on flashing op-
eration, the stop signs are
erected and our engineers
have inspected this opera-
tion, a temporary approval
can be issued by the director.

Driscoll concluded that his
grmclpal traffic engineer,

eorge S. Horner, is now
preparing a more detailed
report on each of Y lights,
which will be forwarded to
the city. He extended an in-
vitation of Horner's assist-
ance ‘'to insure the proper
operation of these interim

ashing signals and the ap-
propriate design of the three
signals to be modernized.’’

‘son Lane,

erplexsd. as to what fur-
ther can be done, the mayor
and council voted to suspend

reports on the lights areob-

MAYOR GROUNDS
'HOT ROD YOUTH

Mayor Richard J, Schultz,
driving lelsurely through the
city Monday evening, spotted
a 1968 Ford pickup truck
darting out of one street into
another. in what he termed
a2 heedless manner jopar-
dizing the safety of others.
He picked up the trail of
the truck on Henry St,, fol-
lowed it to Stevens Ave,,
then to Bordentown Ave,,
Catherine St., and finally
Feltus St, at the intersaction
of Augusta St, and Maln St.
where the chase ended.

At the intersection Schultz
ordered the goutl; Frederick
J. Stegway, 43, of 207 John-

l”arlln, to proceed
to City Hall where he turned
him over to PatrolmanSteve
Malkiewicz, instructing the
officer what charges he
wanted lodged against the

Summonses issued the
yoyth were for careless dri-
ving, pesling oyt, screechi
tires and excessive takeoff.
When Malkiewicz ordered
Stegway toproduce histruck
registration, the motorist
came* up with ons that was
stamped with an expired
date. An additional summons
for this infraction was writ-
ten against him. '

It was $: nsccond tu;‘ndthn
evening that Stegway had ar-
rived at.the Augusta.St. in-
tersection. 'Earlier he had
been parked there while pa-
troni & tavern. Upon en-
tering truck, he started
the vehicle in motion with
such a peel of tires that
residents in the area were
shaken -up by the burning,
screeching rubber.

When he returned an hour
later, the mayor nabbed hin
and followed him_closely to
the station where he ordered
Sw!‘vay grounded ‘‘before
he kills somebody.”’

The previous night at about
1:00 s.m. residents in the

(continued on Page 1)

forts were frustrated when it
was indicated then that
means were not shown
through which the city could
urly a loan., Now, it i»
believed, the city would be
able to repay a loau,

Most of the plans for the
new standpipe and dietribu-
tion main lines have already
been worked out. In addi-
tion, Rellly was suthorized
by the board to prepare all
other requirements nesded
in applying for federal as-
sistance. :

A rough estimate of be-
twoen § 000 and $300,000
is believed required for the
improvements. It is hoped
that the federasl government
will finance from 30 to 80
per cent of this cost,

Plans were also drawn up
for the installation of s water
main along Broadway. Next
Tussday st a T moet-
ing, the board will authorine
bids for the project which
will include o 10-inch main
-along Broadway
to a 12-inch and an 8-
at a''Y-juncture’ .

The 12-inch line will be
lajd for future use and will
be plugged up until needed.
The 8-inch line will lead
to Spiral Metals, a precious
metals refining firm at the
foot of Broadway and bslow
Loulsa St, '

The board also intends to
construct a 30-foot :
slesve under the railroad .
tracks whose widthmeas-
ures 24 feet. The coat of the
siseve is expected to be
about $50 or $60 a foot.

MARATHON OAMS
PLAYED IN PROTESY

Eighteen dsterm - ‘Mor-
gan youngsesters held a
maut:og softball

started Sunda ‘and fi-
nished ’ruuydhy
after more then.
mum‘mm

~The game was played
an efifort t:.rmmp whet
are impuffi-
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