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REFERENDUM |8

Suits Threatened Over Flooding

| discontinued, the ditch had

Members of the City Coun-
cil and Mayor Charmello
threatened to bring suit in
court over flooding of streets
if conditions they believe
contributed to this situation
are not rectified. The dis-
cussion cemered around
Wilmpnt Street and Railroad
Avenue in Mechanicsville
and Parker Avenue in Max-
fleld,

The governing body unani-

- mously believes that three
nieghbors, the railroad, the
county and the state highway
departmem are responsibie
for the inundition of sireets
in Mechanicsville,

It was agreed to discuss
this matter with these agen-
cies at a special meeting
to determine what they will
do about it. A court suit
wag promiged if results are
negative,

Frank O’Brien of Wilmont
Street, who has frequently
complained at council meet-
ings about the flooding, did
80 again Tuesday. He said
that his home and property
are endangered by the sur-
face water flow and that the
curbing by his home has
been eroded several inches,

The railroad, he said, threw
everything it could at the foot
of Rallroad Avenue to bar-
ricade the flow of water and

that once there is a break- !
through of this dam, a tor-:
rent of water floods the area, :
He also doubted the wisdom

of having Rallroad Avenue
resurfaced at this tme lni
view of the circumstances.

Councilman Eugene S, Szes-

this street is now underway,
O’Brien and Sieszko to-

plle od debris which was lefx
on Rarilroad Avenue by the
road contractors. The coun-
cilman said that it wag about
7 or 8 feet high, unattended,
and that it constinuted ahaz-
ard to the children who play |
by it. O’Brien expressed fear
that another storm would'
have it deposited onhis front
porch, '

COUNCILMEN ARGUE
QVER CAUSE :

Szeszko drew a reply from |
Councilman Fred Henry
when he stated that the lat- |
ter, as street chairman, :
should have done something !
about the flooding. In fact,
he said that something should
have been done there 10 or
15 years ago, O’Brien stated
earller that the inundarion
12 years ago was not nearly
as severe as |t is today,

In another statement Szes-
zko sald that the cutting'
through of the extension of
Railroad Avenue a year ago .
aggravated the situation
Henry countered with a
charge that Szeszko is con
tradicting himself by saying |
on one occasion that some- i
thing should have been done ;
10 or 15 yeats ago and later
blaming it on the street cut- |
through which, Henry saw,]
was done on request of the
residents there,

A proposal was made by
O'Brien 1o install a sewer
line at a moderate cost to
divert the water from prop-
erty of residents. Szeszko
discloseed that at one time
the railroad used to trench
a ditch there periodjcally to
carry the water away bu
that since this operation was

filled up and had be-
come overgrown with
owth,

Mayor Joseph Charmello
urged that the street sur-
facing be suspr..ded untll
an opinfon can be gotten
from city enginder Edward
C. Rellly as to the feasi-
bility of continuing it,

At a special meeting be
tween members of the gov-
erning body and Savreville
officials August i1 to dis-
cuss the Part : Avenue
problem, resu 4 were far
from satisfactory.

Council President Richard
J. Schultz revegled that the
local was Informed
that the borough presently
has its own drsinage prob-
leme which they have to
see to before anything can
be done sbout this one, /

At this meeting, South Am-
boy proposed to install a
system of sewer pipes which
would carry the water to a
ditch just over the city line
in Sayreville. They asked
that this work be commenced
immediately,

In view of this resuit, Coun-
ciiman J, Peter Rush recom-
mended that the state high-
way department be asked to
replace present sewer catch
basine on Route 35 with
larger ones to take up the

i greater part of the dralnage
that the city contends origi- '

nates there and flows down
into the streets,

In order to convince the
people in the flooded regions

Zko reported that paving of | (At they will not be for-

H
i

gotten, Schuitz reveateqa that

{the mayor and councll will
gether complained about a

again confer with Reilly to
see {f anything else can be
done to give them some re-
lief from the perennial flood
ing.

O’Brien brought to the at-

tention of the governing body
that aome motorists leave
thetr cars parked on upper
Raritan Street all day and
sometimes throughout the
night. He said that this is
dangerous to the children
who live there,

The garbage of some resi-
dente on Rallroad Avenue
has not been picked up for
about two weeks, Szeszko re-
ported, He asked that Jersey
Sanfitation Co. be notified
of this,

The councilman once again
complained about the trucks
carrying sand using Wash-
ington Avenue and Main
Street, When he brought this
to the attention of the police
chief, he said, the latter
calied Trenton and was told
that nothing could be done
about it since truck owners
pay a high license fee to use
the roads and that they are
in order in doing 8o,

Nevertheless, Szeszko
asked Capt., Alexander Ab-
batiello, the acting chief, to
reroute the trucks on other
streets.

Since the road at the south-
ern erxl of Bordentown Ave-
nue is much in use by resi-
dents driving to the Water
Works Park andtothe awim-
ming pool In that general
area, Rush petitioned the
council to repalr it, es-
pecially the potholes found
there,

DELAYED

Becauer a resolution call-
ing lor public questions to
be placed on the November 6
general election ballot did
not ask whether the residents
wanted or did not want a new
city hall, members of the
council agreed to delay
adopting the resolution for
possible revision at the next
business meeting,

The inquiry over whether
this item was inthe referen-
dum was brought upby Coun-
cilman J, Peter Rush who
reminded the governing body
that there is still a bill
of $18,000 to be paid to
Murray Liebowitz of Perth
Amboy for architectural
fees, ‘‘is this money to go
down the drain?’’ he asked,

The public questions to be
answered ‘‘yes’’ or ‘no’’ by
voters were:

‘Do you favor a municipal
bond in the amount of
$450,000 to erect a new city
hall in the City of South Am-
boy?** The alternactive ques-
tion was: °‘‘Do you favor
renovating the present clty
hall at an approximate cost
of $200,00 and building a pub-
lic library elsewhere at an
approximate cost of
$100,000, for a total cost of
$300,0007*

Howley contended that the
vaters should not be required
to give emphatic answers to
these questions when they
may want to say whether they
want nothing or anything at
all regarding a clty hall,

He further contended that
according to the architect
$100,000 used in renovating
the present city hall would

(Coatinvea on Next Poqe)

Council President Richard
J, Schultz, provoked by con
tinued reports of speeding
in the city and seeing empty
beer cans and bottles dis-
carded on the streets, is-
sued a stern warning to vto-
latore,

Mentioning one incident of
empty containers on Henry
Street, he said that offend-
ers, if caught, will pay an
expensive price for them,
Only {rresponsible people
would do such things, he
remarked, and gave his word
that offenders will be prose-
cuted to the fullest extent
of the law,

The council president also
deplored the speeding which
is being resorted to on the
main streets in the city, He
particularly singled out Fel-
tus Street, Raritan Street and
Pine Avenue,

Several dangerous inter-

sections were pinpointed and
& discussion ensued on how
the dangers there could be
minimized. Former council-
man and present Democratic
candidate for mayor Fred-
eric L. Reese noted that the
Feltus  Street-Bordenton-
Avenue-Gordon Street inter-
section is particularly haz-
ardous and asked if the gov-

traffic light installed there,
Reeae stated that a child
was seriocusly injured inthat
vicinity not long ago, Motor-
ists, he declared, have
a ‘‘ught squeeze’' attended
by undue strain when they
reach the intersection and
try to ease their vehicles
across it because of the re-
stricted vision and traffic,

NEW CITY STREET LIGHT PROGRAM

—A program calling for all

street lights in the city to be changed to
wedern mercury vapor lamps has been ap-
muniipal officials.

.. James Mitchell, Jersey Central Power &
Light Company Sales representative, third
from left, discusses the city’'s street re-
m with members of the

Bouio( 1 Works.

Reft to right seated: M. S. Nagle, su«

peritendent; Thomas Vail, presideat; Johu

J. Stolte, vice president; J. M. Halmi.
Standing: P. J. Sullivan, Mr. Mitchall,

John J. Triggs, secretary, and James E.

Duggan.

When installed, the city will ba the first
municlpality in the state to be completely

froved by

lighting r

lighted with mercury vapor

#iset of exceed the stroet lighting recom-
mendations of the American Standards As-
sociation and the [llumidating Engineering
Jersey Central
Power & Light Compeny sales representa.

Soclety. James Mitchel),
tive said.

Mr. Mitchell, who coordinated the relight-
ing program with the South Amboy Board
of Publie Works; “sald it Is expected that

Main Liquer Stere
— WEB !)IUVBI —_
320 MAIN STREET

Phome PArkway 1-1164

incandescent next month.

lamps that
and off.

- Parts and Service
A-1 Used Cars

Bu1. 9, MADISON TOWNSHIP &

JCPL crews will start changing the lights

The initial phase of the wark will include
the replacement of 107 ineandescont street
lights with 145 mercury vapor lamps in 15
of the municipality’s streets. The mercury
lamps will be 3,660, 7,000 and 20,000 lumen
capacity. Mr. Mitchell said the new lights
will provide two-thirde greater illumina.
tion than the present incadescent lights.

The overall program, which will take 18
months to complete, will result in the re.
moval of 3568 incadescent lights and the in-
stallation of about 600 mercury
lanps. The businesa area will be completely
ligh with 20,000 lumen lamps.

er the new program, the strest lights
will be individually equipped with photo-
electric cells which will automatically con.
trol the time when the lights will turn on

vapor

The streeta that will be relighted during
the first phase of the program are Stevens
Avenue, Pine Ave, Gordon Street, Louiss
Street, George Street, John Street, Henry
8treet, David Street, Augusta Bt., Churgh
Bt., First St., 2nd 8¢, Btockton Avenue and
Rosswell Ave, and Ferris Btreet

. J. Harrigan Ca., lnc!
— Real Estate & Insurance —

(Sayreville Shoppiag Center)
Phene PArkway 1-7568

Of first consideration,
Schultz said, 1s extending the
safety island on Bordentown
Avenue, He remarked that

—- - —~

erning body could not get a’

peeders, Litterers
Get Stern Warning

the county will not do any-
thing about a traffic light
until this {s done, He further
disclosed that Gordon Street
could be made 2 one-way
street as a partial solution
to the problem but that be
was not sure how residents
there would feel about this.
WASHINGTON AVENUE-
MAIN STREET ALSO
DANGFROUS
Regarding Bordentown
Avenue, Mayor Joseph Char-
meilo noted that drivers
crossing there feel like th
are facing a fire line wi
traffic coming from every
direction, He said that
pedestrians have even a
more difficult tme of f{t,
Another critical intersec-
tion, Schultz satd, was Wash-
{ington Avenue and Main
Street where they converge
with Thompeon Stre: -, Mo-
torists, he declareu, feel
fll at ease when they
spproach it from Washington
Avenue going west,
One remedy, he suggested,
was constructing a rectangu-
lar safety island there, An-
other, though leas eftective,
would de to paint traffic
lines from Thompson Street
to Main Street, Counciiman
Fred Henry disclosed that
the stop sign thereis of little
help.

{Continved on .Next! Page]

PRAYER OPENS
COUNCIL MEETIN

“0) God, the Creaton and
Redeemer of all the faich-
ful, hear our suplications
and through thy infinite love
and mercy, graciously grant
us the strength and power in
our thoughts and decisions to
be for the "benefit of the
people at all times, Amen."’

This was the prayer which
was read Tuesday for the
first time by City Clerk
John J, Triggs at a council
meeting following Council
t'resident Richard J.
Schultz’s rapping the gavel
bringing the seeslon to or-
der,

Spectators joined {n stand-
ing silence to the intona-
tion of the prayer, which
was asked for by Councll-
man J, Peter Rush at the
previous council meeting and
which fellow members of
the governing bod{) thought
wag a good wWay to begin the
meetings,

With no objections raised
in view of a recent Supreme
Court ruling prohibiting
spongored prayers in pub-
lic schools, it {18 a custom
which will be continued

(Continued on Near Page)

& xS 3
CHEVROLET,:

.

J&iﬁg%'

Tl 9P M

TRAIN WRECK DISTURBS
CITY OFFICIALS

newgpaper report of
a train wreck which hap-
pened August 14 at Atglen,
Pennsylvania, near Coates-
viile, instilled some appre-
hension among members of
the governing body about the
transport of explosive ma-
terials by freight through the
clty.
Tze account of the train
collision between two east-
hound freight traiins was
given by Councilm. nJ, Peter
Rush, One of the trains,
operated by the Pennsylvania
Railroad and pulling 99 cars,
rammed into er hav-
ing 80 cars, two of them
containing low-grade fis-
sionable material, after it
had siowed down for work-
ers repairing a section of
track,
One of the trains, Rush
said, was bound from Enols,
which is west of Harris-
burg, to South Amboy. The
other train left Enola for
Ernest, near Philadelphia,
Five cars of each trajn were
derailed in addition to two
locomotives and a caboose
causing the death of several

people and < injurfes to
others,
The nuclear material,

which was reported being
shipped to the submarine
base at Groton, Conn,, was
undisturbed and according
to AEC spokesmen did not
constitute & danger, Never-
theless, members of the gov-
erning body had some mis-
givings about such trans-
portation through the city,
remembering the May, 1930
explosion of munitions at
the city waterfront,
Councilman Rush stated
that he did some delving into
the recorde to see what types
of materials were permit-
{Continuad on Next Poge)
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