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tation’ at Rojay Homes
Oouncilman James Van-
L Yeer said last night that
he was “shocked at the ac-
tions and statements of M-
yor Charmello in connec-
tlon with the wvolattions of
. the City Bubdivision Ordi-
nance and state laws by Ro-
jay Homes, Inc., on Raritan
Street, in allowing people
%0 move into homes in sald
dald development Dbefore
- final approval had been ob-
tained from the Planning
Board and also before Cer-
tifidates of Occupancy were
fssued by the Bullding In-
pector,

‘“Thé Mayor as chief exe-
ocutlve of the City of SBouth
Amboy, also & member of
the Planning Board and
who also appoints all mem-
bers to the Planning Board,
knows that no final ap-
proval had been granted by
the Planr!ng Board to this
development and also knew
that if the developer sold
hny of the homes before f1-
nal approwal was granted
thiat both the state and lo-
ocal laws would be violated
and subjected the developer
t0 possible severe penalties,
and even i{mprisonment.

- #qn addition, the mayor

~oould of had called & pe-
olal meeting of the Plan-
ning Board to take care of
any smergency.”

““The Mayor states that in
this situation an emergency
existed and that it was im-

ve that the laws be

. Yot the Mayor, who
attends the meetings of the
Planning Board and who
is & member of the Board
did not see fit to attend the
last meeting of the Plan-
ning Board when the de-
veloper submitted his plans
for final approval and ad-
vige the board of any such
emergency.

‘T am vory sorty for the
people: who purchased the
homes 43 certainly they are
innocent of any wrong do-
ing but were certainly 18-
sd¥sed by the Mayor who
should not only apologise to
these people but all .the

.people of the City of Bouth
Amboy  for his condoning
and sanctioning the viola-
tlon of the ordinance of this

------- municipality, which was

r’d for the protection of
welfare of the citizens
of the City of Bouth Amboy.
“The Bullding Inspector
must operete under the
lawes of this municipality
and could not issue Certifi-
oates of Oocupsncy until fi-
nal wpproval had been ob-
teined from the Planning
Board. ‘Ths Building In-
spector has been compli-
mented many times in the
past by both the Council
of the City of S8outh Amboy
and the Plenning Board
and should again be compli-
mented for not endorsing
‘the violatlon of the law,”
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THE KEYS TO A HOME AND THE BEGIN-
NING OF A CONTROVERSY — On Satur-
day afternoon when Mayor Charmello
presented the keys to the first home in
the Rojoy development, little did he know

that the same keys wo

would open an ava-
lanche of criticism from the Planning
Board, Building lnspoc’or, and city of-
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ordinance.

The stem of the controversy is in the
fact that no occupancy permit was issued
— which makes it a violation to the city's

In photo above are the Mayor, Mrs.
Korupchak, the home owner, and Walter
Rogers, Jt., the contractor.

| amount of $2,218.28.

'I'hcy say that the most furl-
ous arguments occur in one's
awn household. Such a mettle
has in recent weeks - developed
in our municipality involving
Rojay Homes, Inc., a local
building firm, and the City
Planning Board over s 33-home
development which the contrac-
tor is in the process of erecting
on Raritan Street.

The {ssue has taken onea poli.
tical selosmtion which can yery
well decide the local election on
November 8. BSome political
spokesmen have entered the
arena wielding thrushes of
charges and countercharges and
deliberate moves have been
made which only intensified the
dispute. In the center of the
fray is the bullding inspector,
Jossph Kudelka, who has: the
unpleasant task of upholding
the tegal ends of the fssus.

The most recent clash has
evolved out of the developer’s
insistence on having the pur.
chasers of two of the homes
move into them before certifl-
oates of occupancy have been
obtained, Political figures and
spokesmen for the Planning
Board regard this as a direct
violation of the municipal build-
ing code which can subject the
builder to severe penaities.

The insurgent move on the
part of the developer was fur-
ther complicated by a ribbon-
cutting ceremony Saturday Aur.
ing which Mayor Joseph Char-
mello pressnted Mr. and Mrs.
John Korupchak with the keys
to their home on 433 Raritan St
The mayor, as a result of this
act, recelved a burst of criti-
cism from members of the Plan-
ning Board, city officlals and
particularly Kudelks, who had
threatened to institute court
action.

To all this the developer, Mr.
Waitsr Rogers, Jr., replies “I've

walted long enough for the

board’s approval. The people
who purchased the homes have
waited long enough. They are in
their homes to stay.”

Development Plan Submitted

In Jannary

The pandemonium which is
taking place is, perhaps, an un.
fortunate incident which ecould
have been averted {f patience
were exercised and passions
were harnessed. In the early

| stages there wui

every indication of harmony and
welcome in regard to the deve-
lopment. Thess mutual feelings,
howaever, have dsteriorated in
recent days until now they are a
hotbed of discord and animosity.

Rogers, the developer, asserts
that he had subrmitted his plot
plan on January 14, 1960 when
ity was classified as o major sub-
division. On January 20, the
Board of Publlc Works, on ad-
vies of the City Engineer KEd-
ward Rsllly, asked that certain
changes in the praliminary plans
be mad ¢. Rogers maintaina that
he had complied with this re-
queat.

“TRowy Homes Plansiag B Fraces i Tigh Pach

On February 11 the County
Planning Board withheld veri-
fication of the plans until the
storm drainage problem was
corrected. Rojay asserts that an
agreement had been reached
with the county board by which
approval had been granted him
to proceed. Approval by the
loca]l Board of Public Works fol-
lowed April 20. No objections,
he says, were raised at a public
hearing held May 16, 1860, and
the Planning Board issued its
approval to the preliminary
plans subject to contract signing
May 26.

Rojay Objects To Agreement

Then in June, Rojay contends,
he received an agreement to be
entered into with the board
which the board insisted in be-
fore it would grant final pre-
liminary approval, This agree-
ment, Rojay says, had within it
several provisions which were
outside the jurisdiction of the
board. He objected to the post-
ing of a performance bond for
which, he maintains, there was
no legality since there was no
ordinance in existence requiving
it.

Members of the board deter-
mined that the home develop-
ment would place a burden on
the Raritan St. pumping station
for which Rojay should be as-
sesspd. The §128 per home as-
sessment, Rogers charged, was
in effect a demand from him to
pay for the repair of the pump-
ing station which he called un-
Justified.

Rogers further contends that
the delay snd illegal actions
have caused him financial and
mental hardships. He threaten-
ed to institute suit as a means
of compensation unless the
board gave immediats approval
to his plans.

The contract submitted by the
Planning Board to Rojay requir-
ing the surety bond according to
a subdivision ordinance passed
June 14 said in part:

“ As it has been determined by
the board that the construction
of the aforesaid homes will
cause additional sewage to be
sbsorbed by the present facili-
ties now existing in that section
of the City of South Amboy
known as: Mechanicaville, and
whereas said increase will cause
sxpenditures on the part of the
Board of Public Works in the
City of SBouth Amboy in order
to maintain snid sewage facili-
ties, the developer agress to de-
posit with the board the sum
of §128 for avery houss to be
consttucted in the aforesaid de-
velopment to be used by the
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Board of Public Works in order
to maintain and repair the pre-
sent sewage facilitiea now exist-
ing 1 the Mdchanicaville section

Of the City of Bouth Amboy.”

In sanother part of tha econ-
tract agresment are the follow-
ing conditions which were to
have besn met by Rofay. °

“The hereto agree
that the developar shall pay to
the board $100 when each of the
building permits are issued for
the construction of the eight
homes on Raritan St. and shall
pay the sum of §$188 when each
of the bullding permits are {s-
sued for the construction of the
remaining residences in the af-
oresaid development, It being
understood that no building
permit shall be issued until the
payment of the aforesaid sums.”

Planning Board Charges
Lack of Cooperation

Spokesmen fos the Planning
Board are unanimous in their
contention that Rogers has given
them little cooperation during
the course of the proceedings.
Some say that he wms exceed-
ingly ebullient and highhanded
in presenting his objections to
the board. .

One spokesman remarked that
Rojay's preliminary plans were
in the hands of county officials
for a period of several months
for study during the time inm
question and as a result con-
firmation of the plans on the
local level could not be expe-
dited. Another apokesman said
that Rojay began comstructing
his homes prior to getting pre-
liminary approval which con-
travened the building code.

On the other hand Rojay
econtends that he had met every
requirement and that he had
been purposely delayed in his
building, maintaining that the
board Wvent against the sdvice of
its counsel, its engineer and
Rojay’s own enginesr. He as-
serts that he hrd already pald
$0T2 in fees for the privilege to
proceed with building. In toto,
he said,- the board has been
obsatinate In its actions and de-
termined to harrass him.

In reply board spokesmen re-
sponded that Rojay had been
relieved of the sssessment of
$128 per home since the City
Engineer disclosed ' that the
pumping station had the facili-
ties to handle the added burden.
However, they say, Rojay was
not present at a reoent meet-
ing to pressat his objections
nor did he have someone there
to represent him,

Under law, the spokesmen
say, the board has up to 45 days
to’ act on the plan approal, but
this does not mean that Rojay
would have’ been required to
wait out the 45 days as he had
surmissed.

Problem Expoeted To
Be Resolved Tonight

At the next mesting of the
Planning Board, which s
scheduled for tonight, definite
action is expected to be taken
on the problem. Meanwhile,
board mambers are smarting
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Contract For Raritan St.

Pumping Statiea Granted

Fourth and Fifth Sts. Extensions Gol Lighting

A number of work con-
tracts were awarded by the
Baoard of Public Works at
fta session Tuesday includ-
ing . renovation of t h e
pumping station on Raritan
Bt., street lighting for the
Fourth and Fifth Sts. Ex-
tensions and the bullding
6! an office room in the
water works plant.

The contract for the
pumping station was
awarded to a local ¢ontrac-
tor, Adam BSadowski, in the
. The
work there involves remov-
ing the roof and replacing
it with ‘coorugated alumin-
um, replacing the door and
the window frames, inciud-
ing bricking, with heavy
duty commercial screen en-
closures, cement plaster.ng
of the entire building,.
painting of all wood work
and erection of 98 feet of
8-fo0ot high chain link fence
with a 10-foot drive gate.
~ The pumping station will
be adorned with eight low-
lying coniferous shrubg and
the entire land area will be
given a fertilization and
lime treatment and finally
aseded.

Following a survey by
James J. Mitchell of the
JCP&L Co., the company's
comnercial sales represen-
tative, the board voted to
have 16 poles erected on
the Fourth and Fifth Sts.
Extensions. 'T®O poles now
in the area will be removed.
The company’s charges for
the installations are $268.00.

Aupt. Michael Nagle ex-
pla.ned that the new light-
ing on the streets will not
be of the mercury vapor
type but, nevertheless, wiil
be of a hetter grade than
those now {n existence
throughout the city.

New Qffice, Heating,

For Water Plant

Mr. Nagle informed board
membets that the installa-
tion of an office room at
the water works plant is
about three-quarters com-
pleted. The office room is
being insulated and a fan-
forced heating system lIs
being instalied. The board
agreaed to purchase a 4,800
watt, 220 volt thermo-statc
heating unit for the office
at a price of $49.50 which
boardmembers revealed was
a very reasonable cost.

Concerning the water
treatment plant, Mr. Nagle
suggested that the over<
hanging ornamentation
around the roof of the
bullding be cut away for
reason of safety and econo-
my. ‘The superintendent
sald that the Spanish type

decorations around the cir-
cumference of the roof,
however attractive, is rotted
at the bass and may yet
injure simecne In falling.
He also added that the cost
of painting it is expens.ve.
Another mgtter which was
brought to the attention of
the board was a 3-inch con-
duit ‘' pipe leadng to the
sewage disposal plant. The
line extends underground
from the street to the plant
and on several occations
gave off sparks when struck
with shovel or hit with
metal objects.

Phikip Bullivan at first
recommended that the work
on the qonduit be put on
next year's budgst since it
was a costly projsot. Thom-
as Vall, however, explained
‘that the situatiom was =&
hazardous one and should
be taken care of immediate-
ly. Mr. Sulivan thereupon
amended his motion on the
basis that a life might be
lost In the delay. Supt. Na-
gle added that water pud-
dles and heavy molsture
complcated the threat
around the conduit. Vall
and John Stolte made al:ns
10 investigate the mat

Storage Tank Painting
Completed
“Board Receives
Safety Awards

Board member Thomas
Vatl reported that the
painting of the torage tank
on Conlogue Ave. had been
completed and that the
finlshed project looked
good. Some members dis-
closed that minor incidents
of paint spraying of pass-
ing vehicies and adjoining
homes had occwrred but
that that they were resclved
at the scene. Beautitying of
the tank area with grass
and shrubery is to follow.

A discussion of the pro-
gress tn soquiring an addi-
tional storage tank at the
water treatment plant fol-
lowed. Beveral architecural
desings were evaluated.
8upt. Negle, who substi-
tuted for Board Becretary
John Triggs, dusclosed that
he was visited by a federal
government representative
regarding the possibiiity of
selecting Bouth Amboy's
waterfront as a ate for the
erectionof a salt water
treatment plant.

A number of questions
were asked by the represen-
tative, but the superintend.
ent was of the opinfon that
South Amboy had little
chance of geining the plant
because of the coloreton
and pollution of the water
in the swrounding bay par-

over the rofe the mayor played
in the welcoming ceremony on
Saturday. To them it appears
inexplicable.

Mayor Charmello, who is him-
self & member of the board and
who had appointed most of the
present board members, explains
that it is one of his functions
as mayor to welcome new resi-
dents’ to the city. Furthermore,
he maintains, the acceptance of
the $972 by the building in-
spector for bullding permits
gave by its act tacit approval
for occupancy.

The mayor declured that the
Korupchaks had sold their home
and had no place else to go. He
considered this an emergency
requiting immediate action.
However, spokesmen for the
board make note that the mayor

had not attended the last board |
mesting to declare the exist- |

ence of the emergency.

Most of the parties to the
dispute regret that the contre-
versy had erupted to such a
degree and hope that the board's
actlon tonight will amaliorate
the situation considering the
mitigating circumstances in-
volved,

ticularly after a storm.
Board members mid that
the condition of the bay
water was affected by the
flow of matter down the
Raritan River from the
New Brunswck \rea, mostly
mud, which cleared up aft-
er a day or two but which
would be one of the deter-
mining factors in the selec-
tion of a site for the saline
plant. Clear water was more
evident, they sad, In areas
fronting the open 0oeaN.
An invitation was extended
members to attend the an-
nual mesting of the Amerl-
can Water Works Asasocia-
tion at the Madison Hotel
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